
been reeaiied to bocome tho spakes9man of the people
in their dealinge with Rehoboamn (ses vs. 2, 3). Tise
k1ng answered thse people rough]y ; thinking,
perhaps, that hc could oasily put down with a strong
band any insurrection.

III. THE LORD'S (2ONTROL.-15, 16. Eleark-
en6d flot unto thse people ; but refused their do-
mands. Thse cause was trami thse Lord; *1ev.
Ver., " it was a thing brought about of the Lord "
itehoboam, whiie hie ncted ai his oun free wii, simpiy
carriod out God's purpose. The whli nation had
foliowed Soloinon in sinning against God (sec ch.
il :6), and the Lord punished it by perrnitting it to
bc eeparated into two parts, so preventing it irom
recaehing the greatness it might have won undivided.
Estabiltsi bis word, etc. (11ev. Ver.); that is, the
prophecy ai Ahijais (sc on v. 12). AUl Israel;,
that is, the ton Northern tribes. Wlsat portion
h.ave we lI David?7 " What have wo ta do witb
David's breed, Rehoboamn, or David's tribb, Judah ?"
To your tents, O Israei a signal ai revoit. Back
ta your homes and prepare for war i Now ses ta
thine own bouse, David. Look aiter your own
tribe of Judah, Rehoboam ; it is ail that is loft ta yau.

Vs. 17-24 tell ai Rehoboams attoznpt ta stop tho
revoit by persuasion. (if bis flight ta Jerusaiom and
of bis raising an army ta subduo the robellious Nor-
thern tribes, which, was, howover, disbanded at the
Lord'e command through the prophet Shemaiah.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

- ,'.~..SHECHEM is beauti-
.- 36Ah Z,,Gc fuiiy situnted, overlook-

. Yt7' i> ct ing a vaiiey bearing the
samne namo. This val-
iey pierces the Centrai

'-ýj Range af mountains

~ '~~s'e,: ~' south througb Paies-
- tine, aud a-ý1theceastern

" Sca"ad çcQ end it lies botwoen the
~ .SecA#two famous peaks, EbaI

~brUSOIçta the north andi Cori-
VI zim ta the south. The

J. ~ u City itqoif wns situated
on the iower siopuof a
Gerizizn, nlot far froia

the modern toan ai N-etblus. Lt occupied a centrai
position on the highiaud road fromn north ta soutb,
and ironi it there was easy communication bath ta
the Moditerranean westward and the Jordan vaiioy
and the regians boyand the Jardan oastward.

LEBSON QUESTIONS
Wherc did the people of lernel assemble ? Fur

%wlat, purposo ? What did thoy deniind ai Reo-
beau% ? How long did Rehoboam, delay bis answor ?

6. 7 Whorn did Roaboamn first consuit?7 What
'vas their advico ? What did tbey menui by it ?
How did the king treat it ? Where je the Mfesaiah
caiied " Counseior " ? (Ls. 9 :6.)

8-11 What advice did tihe youag mou give ? WhD)t
svas the " yoke " whioh Soiomoa had laid upon Israoi?
What does Jesus say ai Bis yoke ? (Matt. il 30.)

12-14 Who was Jeroboam ? What prophocô'
had been made cancorning hlm? By whomn? What
an.swer did Rehoban give ta the peaple ? Where
does Paul speak af thse " meekness ansd gentieness
ai Christ ? (2 Car. 10 :1.)

15, 16 Who hraught ail this about ? What wus
the Lord's purpose ? Show that those who crucified
Josus carried ont the purpose ai God. (Acte 2 :23.)

M'bat tribes remained loyal ta Rehoboaxa

FOR DISCUSSION
1. The power ai a gentle answer.
2. Gad's purpose and men's actions.

A LESSON FOR LIPE
Somnetimes a thief creeps by night inta a hause,

and opens the door ta a band af helpers. Sa anc ein,
hawever sinali it may seoin, that finds ite way inta
the liue, is sure ta bring athers aitor it. Then soan
ar late the suffering and thse shaxne iailow, which
tire tise certain roSuits ai ein. No waraing is wiser
or more loving than that whicb bida us bcoan the
guard aganst the admission ai the aligistoat sin. snd
s0 avoid its sad consequences.

Prove from Scrlpture-That we shaulId be gentle.
Bharter Catecblsrm-Ques. 82. la cny man able

pi 4jccly ta keei Mhe commandment8 af God P A. Na
more man einco the fallai able lu this life perfectly ta
keep the conunaudmenta ai God, but dath daily break
thoin la thought, word, and deed.

Tise Question an Miln-CSÂINPRoB-
t.Es: Jannary, The Hame Mission Prabiem.)-I.
What is the wark ai Home Missions ? To provide
for the preaching ai thse gospel in districts where thse
people ara few sud scattored. The Generai Assern-
hiy's Home Mission Coamitteo cares. far 739 mission
fields, witb, 1,890 mission stations.

Lesson Hyns-Book af Praise, Ps. Sel. 16
($iuppiomental Lesson) ; 474 ; 320 ; 89 (Ps. Sel.);
52-1 (irain PRIMAnT QUAItTERLY); 476. (These hymas
may ho practised at homoe durlng the weok.)

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. What did the peaplo demnd ai Rtehoboam ? .............................

2 How did ho treat their dcmnands ? .............. ...... ..... ............... .... .....

.. Desoribe the rosilte ai bis conduct,........ .....-......... .......... ...... ......... ...
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