~ Bome while admitting that the fi tagfauméeé‘ﬁﬂm ond, w ]
was literal, insist E the second and third | sufficent loeal basis for the exhibition in glow-
must have taken the form of visions. But, as ing description, of the world-wide sove) ity
we do not feel any merit or demerit for what | which Satan offered.  All the k,n‘;
we do i our dreams, other than so far as it | doms of the world—This would have been
is taken to be indicative of radical traits of impossible in a literal sense. Some very high
character, so, the resistance to Satan’s tempta- | mountain is meant, from which the prospect
tions exhibited by Jesus when in such an ab- | would afford a suitable basis for an eloquent
normal physical condition as this theory sup- | description in words of the glories of temporal
poses, would have lacked the essential element | supremacy over them. Satan, as the Prince
of moral victory. He must have been in the | of this world, describes his empire. ‘“By an
full possession of his natural senses and con. angelical power he draws into one centre ideas
scious of his surroundings, or else he was not | from all the kingdoms and glories of the world,
tempted ‘*like as weare.” The holy city— ' and makes an admirable map of beauties, and
The Arabic name of Jerusalem 1s £/ A'uds, or | represents it to the eye of Jesus,” (Jeremy Tay-
‘“the Holy.” Neh. 11:71, 18; Isa. 48 :2; lor). If we suppose that there was any ‘‘ dia-
. 52:1; Dan.9:24 Matt. 27: 33:Rev. 11:: bolical phantasmagoria ™ ( Godet ) we attribute
- 2; 21: 2, also Matt. 5: 35. The pinnacle ' to Satan a power which scripture does not in-
. —lit. ““the little wing.” Some well known ' dicate that he possesses. We detract from
point, as the definite article implies.  Pro- the dignity of the scene when we introduce
bably the roof of ** Herod's Portico, ™" overlook- Sitan's magic. If all was represented miracul-
ing the Valley of Kedron at a height of 600 feet. ously to the eve of Jesus what need for ascend-
** If any one looked down from the top of the Ing a high mountain? It was combination of
battlements, or down both those altitudes, he sensible perception’ with rhetorical description.
would become giddy, while his sight could An actual exhibtion of what lay within the
not reach to the imfSeasurable depth.” (Jose- boundary of vision, and an enumeration of the
- _phus.)  Others suppose it to have been the . kingdoms which, in different directions, lay be-
roof of Solomon's porch on the east side. yond it, with a glowing representation of their
- James, our Lord’s brother, suffered martyrdom wealth and power (**and the glory of them )

would furnish &
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by being thrown from the ** pinnacle of the (Alexander) Luke adds “'in a moment of time,” .

temple,”’ " which does not mean that the view lasted for

B here was to put God's loving care to the test tus, " or exhibition of all together, so that the
j-  without good reason. It was a demand that " whole might be intellectually comprehendéd
E- he should make an unwarranted use of God’s i at ohce.
ious promises. There is nothing to sug- . . .
g tha? this was intended as “ga daﬁ}lngg‘ “ IQ -f?t!iéh?se tf?}'m;gjs “SH ! gwe the&—:
b - miracle of display ” to win over the people to ifv W1 0 o your ?n az; nit y o?édenem},
£ hisside. The temple is selected as being *‘ his | f} ou witl gl ve,me ; Onélia ac ngwk genent
Father's house,” where he might be more | ©f Superiority.” According to Luke, Satan
& _ easily tempted to presume on his Father’s pre- .

. & ! . soever he would. Heis the ““ruler of this
| sence and aid.  The first temptation was an- 'world” and can bestow many of its honors,

- swered by an expression of supreme trust in e . 5

- his Fathz’, in thPci second Satan invites him to ggg;g??@ié f:’&lgseihiy kg((}id‘of };\’;hri?g:t;

- shew how much he trusts his Father. He: X ) :

g - : : ‘ he came to obtain. The temptation here was
- 8ays, 1n effect, *“ If then, you are prepared 10" 1o oain hi Kined i iy

. o any length, even to starve, rather than dis- : *:Eteagg gf t}frougigx S_E Efagea:;lfghgf gsféfé*_itﬂﬂ

|- trust God, do what the promise of »God war- | use unlawful means to gain a right eni

| 120ts you in doing, see whether his angels will | gain a right end.

E-bear you up or not.” It is written—Ps, 91:; 10. Get thee hence—‘“Begone.” Satan

}13{12. Notice what words Satan leaves out. - —‘“ Adversary.” Thou shalt worship—

- 7. It is written again—i, e. ““on the: £ 13: 10: 20- © 14: 1 S .

f other hand.” Deut. 6: lgé, We can get the | Deu;é. 13: T0: 20; Josh. 24: 14: 1 Sam. 7.

- true meaning of a text onlyYhen we compare 3+ No success is .real that does not come

L &t with others. Thou shal not tempt—a through God’s blessing, and obedience to him.

F-sronger word than is used of Jesus in verse 1, Compare Jon 18: 36; Phil. 2: 6.8; Matt. 28:
#nd in the connection, it carries. with it the 18; Acts 10: 36

Mex of testing beyond legitimate bounds. ' ° e

~Thou shalt not dare the Lord thy God.”: 1. The devil leaveth him-—Jas. 4.9,

es). We must not expect that God will . Luke adds ‘“for a season,” he came back

tect us if we rush into dangers unnecessari- | . K o )
The words also contain a rebuke to Satan ; BgAID. Luke 22: 53; John 14: 40. Angels

tempting Christ, who was God. | came—and supplied him with food and com.

II. THE THIRD TEMPTATION, 8. Angfﬂft- Compare 1 Kings 19: 5; Heb. 1: 14,
eding high mountain— We are not | Read Jas. 1: 12,

asserted his right to give these things to whom. -

- 8. Cast thyself down-—The temptation a moment only, but that it wasa ‘“ conspec-—
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