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Cur payer subjects this month are ““French
- Canudian civilization—the ~work of . the Institute!
day schools aud Bible Women in Montreal.” Most |8
important subjecis, relating as they do to evils in
our own Jand and tho methods employed wxbh God’
help to put thom down. Wo who love our coun-
try nud long to see if prosper in the very best sense
of the word know it is impossible while snch evnls
exist, while such'a large part of nhe»pupulntwn
dues not enjoy what we prize, or ought to pxwe
more than anyhhmg elso fu the world, x\.hg,louq
liberty. We rejoice thut so much is'beiug done to
bring about a bettec state of things. ~ Solet us
pray with all our hearts that the entrance of
God's word may give lxght as He snys it will,
Thero is so much in our ' paper'this month on this
subject that it is not noeessnry for us to say, moré,
hut we will give & portion of Madame Dalpe’s- -very
oxcelleut and comprehensive address read before
. our last Branch Meeting, It is especinlly intef
veting and effective because written by one ‘who
has hvcd most of her life in the midst of thess
evils and knows wéll wlicre of she gpraks:-~ ’

.;Freneli Missions,

BY MADAME DALPE,

—

One cnnnot haye lived mhnngst the Roman
Cathelics without wishing with o]l their hearts to sce
them freed from their yoke of superstition and idol
atry. Theroare 1,171,000 French in the Province of
Quebec and of the latter only 10,000 are Protes-:
tants. Think of 1,161,000 persons not allowed to
think for themselves, taught to beliove that by
few words, the pricst is able to turn @ little picce
of dough, sulled the wafer, into the hedy, blopd

and divinity of our Snpviour; obliged to pray to this
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{ Virgin nnd take her as the mediator between God

and man, when St. Faul says: *“There is only

‘Hone medistor between God and man, the wan

Christ Jesus.” Time will only permit moe to wmen-
tion some of their errors, such as supremacy

.| of the pope —the invecation of saints—the power

of the priest to forgive sins—the ssle of pardons
and induigences. But suppese they had only the
error of believing that after death they are guing
to barn in the fires of purgatory, would you not do
allin your power to give them the blzssed hope we
have of falling asleep in Jesus to rise victorious
on rosurrection-duy? To make them know that we
caunot earn heaven? If you could witness the joy

+ } of those who leave the church’of Rowme to come to
* | the light, it would stimulate you to greater zeal in

this noble cause. They devour the Gospel so to
speak, they read it, they meiworize it, they de-
fend it witha zeal that silences the eneinies of the
truth. Thave oftan heard my father say, that my
grand parents would sit up part of nights to read s
new testament that had been given them!

If you visit the Province of Quebec you will see
that tho greater part of the wealth is in the hands
of the clergy. They bmld magnificent churches,
while all'arcasd ‘are as a rule, smill ‘houses in
which live a pyople who have haxd work to make
living. In gne qf the Roumn Catbohc churches in
Montreal there is a picture mpresentmg purgatory
as a great sea of flutnes,-’in which millions are

‘writhing.in agony; some have parts of their bodies

and others ouly their- heads out, thus intimating
that more prayers need % bs 33id to-got” them out
antirely. -Yuu.can imagine the effect such a pic-
ture would have upon the-pecple. It would make

‘them give money, -no'matter how poor they are, to

getthejr. loved ones-.ont of suffering. The last
timo I was at hoine 2 poor.old woman came and
asked me write-a letter. to her two sons in the
States;-to tell them that theinfatherwasdeadandask
thiem to'send monvy to have prayers snid to get his
soul out. of purgatory.: Iksid to.her *Madame if T
werg the.priestand I helieved I could .take your

-} husbrud’s soul out of purgatory, I should not wait

until you ont to-the States and got the money, T

-|-'would pray, pray night :md day to get him out of

suffering !

From tithes,. taxcs, pew rents, fees for sacra-
munts, niasses for the dead, the Roman Cr tholic
clergy in the city-of Quebdc recezives the immenso
sum of §8,000;000-por anputm! At the opening of
St. Peter's eathedral amung: other thirgs, a ticket
for heaven was sold for 25cts ! - To bring about a
better state of things youmust educate tho peopl:
to-think for'themselves-and.you egn by establish-
ingrotepediandsduy schopls wrl: sepding .9ut. ool




