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THE ST. JOHN CONFERENCE.

HE conference of Mantime Boards of Trade, held under the
auspires ol the St John, N.1.. Board, on Thursday 4th inst,
was a great success. Representatives were pre emt from the

leading Boards in New Brunswick, and so were Mr Troop, President
of the Halifax Board, and Mr. Curry, of the Amherst. A number of
important questions were discussed, many of which are of cqual in-
terest to business men 10 other parts of the Dominion, such, for
instance, as licensing pedlars and hawkers, railway freight discrim-
ination, insolvency, terns of credit, wholesal-rs selling to consumers.

Standard time was a subject which created much discussion.
For the mformau n of readers in other parts of Canada, it may be
oaid that these are several times in the Mantime Provinces. The
raihways all work on castern standard time, while every city and
town has alsoa tme of its own, based to some eatent on the sun.
Hal fax 15, according to the

interfere with trade: but, while adm’tting this to be the case. it vas
felt that it was worth taking chances on, especially as the bav . r-
were not likely to carry the case to the courts. The resolution does
not, of course, apply in any way to commercial travelers, thouch it
was stated that some of the Montreal and Toronto travelers were
not far removed from pedlars.

The town of Woodstock having but one eailway, and consequent
arbitrary {reights, the Board of that town asked the Conference to
support them in an effort to obtain redress, which they did.  The
Conference also gave is support to the Newcastle Boardn ats
cfforts to secure more equitable rates to and from Northern New
Brunswick points.

‘I'wo of the strongest speeches of the meeting were made by the
mover and seconder of a resolution requesting the managers of the
C.LR, I.C.R,andG. T R., and the various Boards of Trade
throughout the Dominion to support the Maritime Provinces in

their efforts to make a

sun, 52 minutes ahead of ) . SaRY o e Canadian port iustead of
rmlway tunc , but, for con N ot A ToeEE Portland, the winter termu-
vemience, 8 has beenen ’ ! LT A T et nal point-for the subsidized

acted that it should be ex )
actly one hour ahead In i
all the hotels throughout
the Provinces, there are
two clocks ~ one labelled
wstandard Tune,” and the
other *Lotal Tume™ In
some places there arc 1wo
local tunes, and when en-
gapgements are made they
always specily which t me,
and there is much confus
jon. There was so much
difference of opimon as 1o
which ume 11 would be ad.
visable to adopt, thata de
cision on the matter was
postponcdmdcl‘mixcly. The
wajonty seemed to favor
w St .ndard,” which means
that there would be but ane
tine wn Canada, E st of
Port Arthur and Detroit.
PPedlais and hawkers, w th
waggons and packs, infest
New Brunswik, especially
th= border and northern
parts  Theyare usually «f
the very worst class, bemn,,
the scum of Eur pean and
Amernan aues. 1hey pay

.7 . line of steamers. This is
) the most important ques.
tion agi ating the Maritune
Provin es, and especially
in their relations with other
pats of Canada. They
hold tiat it would be ad-
vantageous to the Domm-
iongeneially; and that, as
the provinces had made
sacrifices in entering Con-
federation and in after-
wards paying their shareof
the subsides for building
railways and canals in the
weet and for ocean steam.
ers, western Canada should
assist them, especially as
they had so far reccived no
direct benefit from the mon-
ies thus spent in devclop-
ing the west.  Some preuty
strong things were said of
the sclfishness of the Mont-
real and Ontario Boards
of Trade, and the scant
courtsey wi h which they
had treated the representa-
tives of the Maritime
Boards:: at other times
during the conference the
. speakers rather harped on

no taxes; the authenties
have no conteol over them:
they vomnut cnme, and
casily cvade arrest by skip-
ping o crthe bordes, they cheat; they sell shoddy goods to the un-
sophistwated farmer, fisherman or laborer. Mothers frighten the'r
(hildren by teling them a pedlar is comi g. There are two
remedies : High heence fees and every pedlar wearing a badge, or
to prollnt them entitely  Thercasa Provincial law {or regulating
ttus traflic, but it 1 inadequate, and a resolution was adopted asking
the Legislature to give muntapalities power to license and collect
$4o annually from non-resident pediais and 10 from residents, and
o compel cach pedlar to wear 2 badge and not to cry his wares on
the street. Some of the St John merchants op, osed the proposition,
on the grounds thatat was an interferen- e with trade and that it
was degrading to wear badges but the outade representatives were
solid 1n their opposiion to them. It was painted out that the Local
Legnlatare had no power to pass an act of tns kind which would
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the disadvantagesof Con-
federation. When the Gov-
crnment  decide, as no
doubt they will, that the terminus must be on Canadian soil,
the question will then be whether Louisburg, Halifax, St John, or
St. Andrews shall be the point.  The fecling seemed 10 bo that the
trade would be divided between St. John and Halifax.

Theie is no Insolvency Law in New Brunswick, and it was
decided to ask the Legislature to adopt one similar to the Ontaro
Act for the cquitable distribution of insolvent cstates.

The long credit system was condemncd and wholesalers and
retailers were urged to curtail credits.

It was deaided to organuze a Maritime Bo «rd of Trade, com
posed of representauves fiom New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island Boards, to mect semi-annualiy.

The practice of wholesale houses sclling to consumers wax
scverely condemned,and it was recommendcd that in future the name




