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THE ST. JOHN CONFERENCE.T E conference of Maritime loards of Trade, held under the

auls.p,-c. ai the St. John, N.B., loard, on Thursday 4th inst,

was. a greait succcs. Reprcscntaitives were pre ent from the

leadng loards in New Brunswick, and se were Mr Troop, President

of the 1lahifax Iloard, and Mr. Curry, of the Amherýt. A nuimber of

important questions werc discussed, many of which are of equal in.

terest to business men in othier parts of the Dominion, such, for

instance, as bicensing pedlars and hawkers, railway freight discrin-

ination, mnsolvency, terms of credit, wholesal-rs selling to consumers.

Standard tuime was a subject which created much discussion.

For the informati n of readers in other parts of Canada, it may be

said that tlc. are cseveral times in the Maritime Provinces. Ihe

railways all work on eastern standard time, whilc every city and

town bas also a tuile of its own, basrd ta some cxtcnt on the sun.

lal fa is, accordmng te the

sun, 52 minutes aelcad of

radmway taime , but, for con

venienqe, it bas bren en

acted that it shiould be e<

actly onle hour ahead In

all the hotels througboiut
the Provinces, ihere are

two clocks - one labelled

"standard lie." and the

oiher Lot.d Time." In

some places there are two

local tîilc, and when en-

gagements are inade thcy
always. spertly which t me,

and there is mucl confus

ion. There was so nuch

diffetence of opinion as to

which lime it would be ad.
visable te adopt, that a de
cision on tht matter was

postponcdindefinitely. The

majontty seemcd to favor
St .ndard," which means

that tliere would be but one

timie in Canada, E st of
l'ort A:thur andi Detræt,

Pcdlai, and hai'kcrs, w th1

nagsons and pat ks, infrst

Ne Brunst% k, espeialy
tIh- border and northern

part. Ticy are us':tly> c f
the serv sor.t class beai,
the sctum of Eîur pean and

Amncr an .ile%. I he pay

no tas.; Ihe authornties
have no contirol ove' tlem:
thcy tonmlu .t utmeîn, and

casilvys .îdc ai rest by skip-
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pg o, er the border. they c heat; they sci snuuY 0

sop istiat d fa ner, l er mnan or laborer. M others frh eten the r

hildren by tellng them a pediar is comi g. rhere ar two

semedics Hîigh licence fees and every pedlar wearing a badge, or

to pîohbl'it then entirely There is a Provincial law for regulating

tlu traffic. but it 's inadequate, and a resolution was adopted sking

the l.cgil.attu-c le gave mnunicipalities power 10 license and collect

5$., annually firtin nonlrsîent pedl.is and Si fro n residents, and

to t onspel caLh pedlar to wear a badge and not to cry bis wares on

te strect. Some of the St John merchants op, osed the proposition,

on the grounds that at was an interfren'c with tradc ani that it

wa degrading to wcar .tdtge but the outide representatives were

soid in teir opposition ti hen 1t wa, ponted out that the Local

l.>'.aâiclit no pouer to p.% ain act of tilt% kind which would

interfere with trade t but, while adm'tting this to be the case. it %as
felt that it was worth taking chîances on, cspeci.dly as the ha% . y-

were not likely to carry the case te the courts. The resolution does

not, of course, apply in any way to commercial travelers, tlough it

was stated that some of the Montreal and Toronto travelers were

not far removed from pedlars.
The town of Woodstock having but one railway, and consequent

arbitrary freights, the Board of that town asked the Conference te

support them in an effort to obtain redress, which they did. The

Conference also gave i-s support te the Newcastle Boird mn its

efforts to sectire more equitable rates to and fron Northern New

Brunswick points.
Two of the strongest speeches of the meeting were made by the

mover and seconder of a resolution requesting the managers of the

C. P. R., 1. C. R., and G. T. R., and the various Boards of Trade

throu hlout the Dominion to support the Maritime Provincc in

-

j

their efforts to miakec a
Canadian port instead of
Portland, the winter termi-
nal point-for the subsidiied
line of steamers. This is
the most important ques-
tion agi ating the Maritine
Provin es, and especially
in their relations with other
parts of Canada. They
hold tlat it would be ad-
vantageous to the Domin-
iongencially; and that, as
the provinces had made
sacrifices in entcring Con-
federation and in after.
wards paying their shareof
the subsides for building
railways and canali n the
wet t and for ocean steam.
ers, western Canada should
assist them, especially as
they had so far recciscd no
direct benefit from the mon.
ies thus spent in devclop.
ing the west. Some pretty
strong things were said of
the sclfishness of the Mont-
ral and Ontario Boards
of Trade, and the scant

courtscy wi h which thry
had treated the rcprcsenta-
tives of the Maritime
Boards.. ai othcer times
during the conference the
speakers r.îther harped on
the disadvantagesuf Con.
federation. When the Gov-

ik..ra Tra ernment decide, as no

doubt they will, that the terminus inust be on Canadian soil,

the question will then bc whether Louisburg, H alifax, St John, or

St. Andrews shahl be the point. The feeling seemed to bo that the

trade would be dividcd between St. John and Halifax.

Theie is no lnsolvency Law in New Brunswick, and it was.

decided to ask the Legislature te adopt one similar to the Ontari

Act for the equitable distribution of insolvent cstates.

The long credit system ivas condemned and wholesalers and

retailers wçere urged te curtail credits.
it Was decided to organze a Maritime Bo ird of Trade, com

posed of representatives from New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and

l'rince Edward Island Boards, to mect scmi.annuahy.

The practice of wholesale houses sclling to consuimers was

scverely condcmncd,and it was recommendcd that in future the name


