
e . ByMNaud Tisdale. .4I $C LAVI)E wvas just six yeîurs old wvhoî lie
firit started out to look for theo Cross.
'Thîe otiiers lîriti begun life at the early age
of four, but Claude wit% thie baby, so per-

lîaps wvas soinewvlîatspoiled.
Dick wvas thîe oldest, andt liad married a scavan

goer's daughiter, wvboso fatiier liad taken Muin as
piîrtner ii i ls profession. Then tlîero folloîvet
hlaf a dozen girls of al ages and sizes. Tlirc of
tlîein bad died ; the other thrce wvere drifting
in vice andt crime. Claudo brougit up the rear.

Ciautle's nîotier took la waslîing and fls fatlier
carted arounti the clles. Every pay.day boti
parents wvent off on a drunk wvlich, geîîerally
last(d titi the noxt one; so Claude, theî baby, was
left pretty rnucl to fls own devices;- but lie %vas
quite happy and coateîîted as long as lie unad a
crust to clîew, and enougli wvater we stir up the
santi aloîîg the roatisido ftr mud piei. Once, for
tliat purpose, lie t.auk a plat cf beor whliclI fls
father liad set aside for fils diznrr, but as tlat
wvas a sa(l episode in blis balby life, wve wivl say
notliing mîore about i.

it was one, day 'vlien lie wvas nîaking miud-pies
thta lady pa<sizîg spoke to Claude. Tbcre

nover %vms such a ladv, 'lail Pink and %Vblite," as
.e afterwards toiti tue "01(1 woinani," bis niler.
£lie lady was a Suîîday sclîooi teaclier, and finally
with the lielp of a slîiîing- big pensy induced
Claude te coule thie îîext Sunday ta thîe scîtool
tlîat W.Is just naunt thie corner. She saiti soine-
tlîing about filmr dropping lus penny in the plate
wvlien it Nvas passed arounti-that i.-, if li(- wanted
te. Claude didin't %vant ta; but the aext Sundoty
lie started off for te school.

He liked it, so %vent agaiiî.
Vie p*nk.-and- wliie iady told film -' anýgé

8torie.-about a boy wvlîo wouidn't sîvear, nor tell
lies, rior s"ea, nuor punich aLller felloîv's licads, andi
always took a sliiuîo ta loîv down rodgers ; anîd
ivlien hoe grew to be a Mdan %vent arouîid liftin'
crosses fi-ont folks andi carryin' tiern, until one day
lie Nvas 'restpd-vas inado to carry a big Cross for
lîimself, and d.ieu 'vas liung oci . But after, lie
wept away te a fine place whlere lie's King noîv
and 'vears a crown. Also hîow lie, Claude, must
finti avd cari'y a cross for liisclf, thon soute day
he'd hiave a crown too.

Tiiat îas liouv Claude told the Sundayschool
st.ory to t.he aid warnan.

Chaude -.vent te Suaday-school for three Sundays
in succession, then lie guessed lie kncîv ail the
pink anid whiite lady 1'ioîv, so started off one
xnorning to look for is Cross. He didn't have
xnucli to begin %vitli,-twvo maroles a spooi.top, and
a knifc witli a broken blade.

Mienî bc carne homo at tie close of thie first day,
fls motlier askd film if lie had foundilie Cross. Ho
badn't, lie said, as lie mllook, bil qucer little head,
butadded quickly thuat lie had found '"'nough fer
the liin.ge'

Thîo Il hiuige" con.sisted ùf five marbles, a big
glass alley, and a kaife ivitix a whiole blade; there
was a crack la thie liandle t.lîouglî.

You sep. as Chaude went to Suziditv.scliool rinly
t.hrc tine,. ho luat qoine îvery co-nfused ideas aboit

His littIle six vear olti )tend was baoth imagin-
ative and slrw; and lie îvovc some strauige
fancies, about tie story î"hich ie oad leaened so
iîuperfcct-ly. Ho wouildn't have been surprised
te bave fouind a crosq in eoîno out of the way
c'orner waitiig to be carried to Cal vax-y. Yet hie
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hardly expected bis own cross
- te coic to flim at once. Ho

îuiagiîîod radiier that lie
Iîlut niiake it., findiîîg the

~~ naterial wlîen and as be
in f&coulît , su' the mure hoe gailned

e«5 it ljartur ouut~ of thie aller
wý1 buýN., the xietrer hoe drov tu,

the object cf fils debire.
1118 rcligious teachilig ut

liuie lir.( cert.aiîiy peen very lax , indeed, the old
wvonan hall nover before lîcard the story cf the
Cross; but she used tu sin- hymns whexz she wvas
drunk.

Thesq Iîymns Claude nover forget und even roî-
inembered fls motler wvith a certain sort of affe-
tion for' trillîîug thoni. Ho used to sit, tliein on
the stcect ; perhaps ttiat %vas why lie soit!fls
papers w0 nuch quicker than fils pals <lii theirs.
R1e liati a really sweet voîce ani the muost wvonder-
fui oyes,-deep blue and of at lovely shiining tlîat
yet fieldi a sparklo And r.iat gparkle lit theni
inte a blaze ia mnoments (of exciteînent. Again
fls face nover lost its innocence, even wvhen lie
poured upon soine otieaider a wliole «volley of
streut language. H1e didn't think thîe street
iziiix-uagýe wicked-you sec lio w'as broug1lît. up to
it. Then Claude's hnir ivas v'ery fair aînd wavy-
tlîat yoiIoüv fiair tîjut alinost ev'ery baby hais but
wlîiclî so soon darken'i Ilis liair ziever changed
and lus eyes chneioniy once. XVe wiil corne

~that. fle used te play "g-ully, gully-liow
iianyi" and lie nover lost a inarble. Per-
lipslie liad away of doing it. When his pockets
'-'ere fuit ta over-thowing, lie sold fls mnarbies, and
with the pennies bouglît a brooîn. Fixiaily lie
becaine a fult.fiedged crossing sweeper zund theo
rnost popular boy on thbe street,

Yetnover for a day even, did Claude lose siglit of
the Cross. Ne was ahways collecting fi i t-parts
of Uie whole. In luis quiet littlo way hie would
at tiie-s imako a coafidant of the old ivoran, tell-
ing lier of the many rus4tv mails lie lîst fouad for
it, which lie ment te poîishj sonue day. He didi't
always go honte to the old woxnan now ; hoe rather
preferrcd loaflàg around wvitli other boys, spenti-
ing his niglits iii funny out-of-ttîe-%v.y cornert anxd
fanes ; sinco there wan't mnuc attraction for fiim
at home. Stili, wlienc'-er lie 1usd aalythling new
to telt about thie Cross lie ivouiti :ý1%;ays lat fls
mother know. Ho thought sornehouv thiat sho
was iniwrel4ted in it. Pcrhaps sbc %vas la somue
dur.îb way.

CiTAPTERf Il.

Tie yparq lins passed andi Claude was cigliteen.
No miracle of good fortune 1usd bepen wrouglit in

k'elruary, 18r,.i

ls ]ife. Re bad grown Up amid l>is ni

.urrouinding8, a fair faced lad, imaginativo a ,f Jo
old, passionatu in toznper, but kind and 8t.rang% oy
pure ia heart, and stili theo favoriteof bils vicirwa %".

is childish idea, conceraing tlie Cross had
ishoed %vith the ycars, of course. The ruiity î,
hingeb and bitb of wvoud Nveru gioe. Yutote, te.
inained a vaîgue rue'oronce, alnust a 8upertî,,ta
abouttlîc word. Ho saw slltininig rosses ,on chui, u
spires. Once a florist rnploycd hini to carry a
box tu a bouse , Claude watched film pack tiie
box, and it hold a cross made of white flowuîr.ý.
Tiecre ivas a picturo ko-Claude saiv it e%((
t.iies in slîop %windows,-of a woauan holding an
to a crosp, in the inidst of darkness and stormîîý
water. H1e liked that picture, and wvondereol a1
great deai about it. Manhiood was stirring'- in tiie
boy, and tlîat cros-s %vitlu t clîniging figure hiad -Li
attraction for film. But hie never said anytîîîî,
about it-ttat is te anyone but the old wornan,
who soinetimes uscd to joke film in maudiilu way,
yct always listencd. Claude's father hiad bevîî
dead for severai years, so hiis rnoter had mure
nuoney for hier own use, and consequently mtire
drunks.

Tt was9 thrce inonthis since lie liad scen lus~
inother, so olle day lie %vent fiene to, lier.

Hello, old wonîan," said Claude-
"Got tlîat thero cross yit 1 " asked the mîi-

woman.
-No, but I vo found tie side-picce,* bai

Claude.
Tho old ivornan wvas tîpsier than crer and 1,..

hegati the lia-s crooîî
-0, Cross l'Il clioag to thea

l'il dling tO theo
M'I clnzig te theo

0, Cross l'Il clin- to tlîee.*'
z5he sang it over and over.
- Isn't thein Nvoî ds nice Claude 1 " she said ait

last, t.urning lier pale drawii face ar.d express.wîi-
less llood-sliot eyes towards bier sont.

IlYeso tbey be, old womnan ; and tbats t li
pieco love toutid-thie clingin' pineo; an' I itt
old wvoinan, sîe's a beaut.y

The clinging piece of Claudei cross vas NeIiv.
NOW li was one of the wickedest litt;e

street-arabs ia the wvbole city, yet Claude thouglît
lier an angýle! He liad nover iad much tej do m, itit
girls in fl-s own rank of life. Ho didzi't caro fur
tlieui as a rulo ; they wvtre noisy and ruugh, ittid
they lau.hel et Claude, and] prcferred a boloier
type (of admirer.

Nellie's fathier w'as quite a respec;ýt bic rag
vendor, wvhile lier inother wvas a highly respectaiblê
cbar-woman. Tlius N dule biad eve-ry avn~g
for a girl of ber c!ass. She 'vas sent tait Sutidjî-
school, reg-uiarly for years; 8be had attended d:îî
school for several months. Shie could oven write
bier own naine, and iniglit have been anythiiniý
almost.-tlîat is, site miglit have been a char-
%voran like lier inotiier, or else a factory-girl ; r
slîo inigbt have kK\\
learnt tc, sow anîd
been a "laY."
But Nellie said
sio didn't 'ant te o
bie a lady, nor a
factory girl, nor a
char-wvomnn ; ait l
she ivantcd Nas to\
be lier own imis-
tresq,and wvalk the
streets, and "«sass"
thoepolicemen:; and
this $he did te
perfection. Ncllio
also enjoyed uiot-
orict-y %vhiclî slîe

in the nolice court.
Slue vas aprotty

girl and remark-
ably ean. Her
eyes were black ;
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