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THE CANADA. LUMBERMAN.

THE GROWTH AND DRCLINE OF LUMBER
RCONOMICALLY AND COMMXROIALLY CONSIDERED
—THR TRADE AS IT 18 TO:-DAY,

Wo find the following in the Brooklyn Fagle :

Four years ago tho then Sccrotary of the In.
torior roportod that from all tho information he
could obtain thero was not enough timberin the
wholo of tho States tolaat thirty yoars. In 1878
ntimbor journal cstimated tho supply to last
twonty yoars. Yet, notwithatanding thoso ns.
sortions, doubticss basod upon accurate figuros,
merchantable luinber to-day is cheapor than it
waston years ago. Proof of this fact will bo
given further on.  How to reconcilo this appar-
ont discrepancy is onc of the purposes of this
article. Statistics, as a rule, aro not intorosting
to tho genoral roader, and thoy will be avoidpd
a8 much as possible, except wera absolutoly ro-
quired for nocossary illuatration. The primnnary
causes of the depletion of our forests(apart from
tho nccosaary cloaring for homoateads and corn
ficlds) are waato and carclossnoas. On taking
up a farm tho first thought and sctof tho farmer
waa to cut down every troe growingon it ; and
ho novor seomed quite happy until tho last ono
had fallen, His governi ¢ idea was doubtless
to mako every square inch of his land produc.
tive. ‘Tho rosult of Iato years has shown him
how groat was his mistake. ith the clearing
away of the timbor ho has pretty well cloared
away the climato also, and he has succeoded in
reducing the numbor of rainy days to the detri-
ment of his crops.  Posaibly some one will roply
¢ but ourgrain productsof 1atoyears navolargely
increasod. How do you account for that?”
Truo. This, howover, is due to increascd emi-
gration and increased acreagu in virgin aoil, but
it does not apply to tho oldor sottled States, as
Now York, Massachusetts, Indiana, and many
others. Tho trouble has boon that the houndless
forests of tho North.west promised to enduro
forover, and their soemodd no incentive to any
caro of the criginal growth of timbor. Tho fino
old foroats of “ho South have becn moro shame.
fully ill-used than those of the North, The
negro has so little regard for troos that ho never
failsto cut down the young saplings, becauso
thoy yiold firowood with loss trouble than other
trocs,

To appreciato more fully the rapid oxhaustion
that is now going on, it should be atated that it
was quite usual, thirtcen years ago, for a square
timber to averago in length from soventy to
soventy-fivo cubic feet per log, whereas, at the
present day, the average of the scason’s log crop
doos not average beyend fifty-five cubic foot—an
averngo docreaso of say sevontoen feet in thirty
years. Against this placo tho fact it foquires
somothing near 150 yoars for a pine treo toattain
matarity, and a fair idea will be fonned of tho
seriousncas of the situation.

Tho initial canses of this rapid decline, it has
bocn statod, aro waste and carclessness, With
regard to tho wasts, how does it ariso? Take
pino and homlock as illustrations, In cutting
out a squaro stick of pine lumber, twenty.fivo
percent. ivlose. A longRrain of dry chips marke
tho routo fium the spot where the troe ia foll
to tho place of transportation on the wagr a on
the rough rond. Thoso trains, for tloy are
almost a3 influnmablo as gunpowier, casily
cateh fire, and when once started .nhousands of
acres are in danger of destructie...  Aguin, only
one pino troe in overy five cat down 18 zound,
formercantile purposss.  Consequently, four are
left to rot in tho woods, and thus increase the
dangor. Iustead’of wtilizing the healthy parts
of tho stick, by 8» «ing it up, thousands of dol-
1ars literally r.t in the ground, annually,
through this want of foresight. But would it
pay to travsport theso unsound trees to nsaw
mill? T ndoubtedly it would, for while the neg-
lectos stick may bo quite uscless as squaro tim.
be., it would be usofu? for mouldings, laths and
various othor purpoecos for which pine is used.
In the future, when pine becomes much scarcer
than it is now, tho collection of felled trecs that
have hitherto boen supposed to bo uscless, will
bocomo a vory valuable business, Tho samore.
marks also apply to hemlock. Thousands of
theso troes are stripped of thdir bark, year by
yoar, and aro left to sharo tho samo fate as the
pine

As to carclessncas: Forest fircs mainly pro-
cvad from tho want of procautions on the part of
fumbormen and hunters, who fail to soc that

thoir oamp firos aro properly extinguished. A
suddon broeze, a spark falls on a dead leaf, and,
bohold, a conflagration, In .several instancos
firos havo been known to originate from s pass.
ing locomotive, tho smokestack of which has not
beon providod with a safegusrd. But very fow
cnses havo beon mported of extonsive forost fires
where ongines have boer: furnishod with this
nocesrary article. Thus wo soo tho rosults of
wastoand carelossnoss.  Itisasingularfact that
vory fow firos ary causod by lightning, which is
almost invariably sccompaniod by heavy rais
storms, MMr. Stewart Thayue, an Euglish jour-
nalist, who has given tho subject rouch atten-
tion, said in his ovidence bofore theSeloct Stand-
ing Committoo of tho Canadian House of
Comumons, in April, 1878 (sco report, p. 133) :—
«T havo nover boon able to traco rros to light-
ning. I have bocn able to trace thom, howover,
to alinost ovory othor causo.” At a moeting of
the Livorpool Board of Trado 1ast fall the same
gontleman romarked that it was within the
bounds of moderation to aay that within the past
ton yoars tho supp'y of timber that had been
rocklossly and unnocessazily cut down would, at
tho nveragorato of legitimate consumption, have
laatad ono hundred years.
THE BEMEDY,

Tho romedy is simplo enough and suggastive,
In Europo overy forest of any oxteut has its
regular staff of officors and rangers, whose apocial
duty it is to watch overits safety. Open spacos
and broad bolts of cleared land aro kept up on
purpose tn keop fire from sproading. Thoground
is not incumbered with such s quantity of debris
a4 is usual in the United States and Caunada.
Thero tho people sinployed in the foreats aro in.
terasted in their prosorvation, and stringont
ofticinl regulations contrel all others.

THR CLIMATE,

The subject of forest dopletion ia not alogo im-
portant in its relation to tho waste and consump-
tion of timbor. In'itsclimato aspoct it has great
significance, ‘Tho roports issued by the United
States Government provo that a most notable
changoe hastaken place in theclimate of the New
Eugland States, in New York Stats, Now Jer-
sey, and also in the Southern Statos.

In this State, where the error of a total cloar-
g away was first observed, the replanting of
forest trees has boon attendod with very good
results, In theso sections the rainfall has large
ly increased, and the rainfall is moro evenlv is-
tributed throughout the season than in districts
alinost completoly denuded of timbe., On the
prairies of Kansas and Nebrasks, where a good
natural growth of wood is 12 .xing, the results
obtained from the plantirg of forest trecs are
oven moro strikingly lustrated. The planted
forost scrvos as age 4 wind break, and the influ.
enco of the woel's growth 1o seen in lessened
period: of d:outh and an increase in crope.
What is roeded, howoever, is accurate informa.
tion abv.ut the branchoa of troes adaptod to par-
ticul.r soils, and to provido this the Government
h-s set apart an appropriation, and placed in
chango of the work M.r. Charles Sargont, pro-
fessor of aboriculture in Harvard College. In
San Francisco thoe cultivation of the alingnd tree
has been attonded with great succeas, ax also
that of tho eucalyptus, or blue gum treo, indi-
genous to Australia, and admirably adapted for
firowad. In the vicinity of San Josef there
wero plantod Jast year 350 acres in alinond tuea,
and tho grower claim that it is the'best paying
mdustry in that part of the éountcy—tha profits’
boing larger than are obtained. from any:other
enterprise.  In Massachusotts the Legislature
has givon large tracts for foroat cultare, inad.
dition to liboral Lonuses for the besf variety of
trees grown within a certain period.  This part
of tho subjoct is capecially interesting, but suf.
ficient bas boen said to show that the nyblic
attontion is being aroused to the alwolute im-
portance of romedying a conditiqn of aflairs
which s hecoming more serious evory year. To
amoliorate a climato presonting violont contrats
of tomperaturoe, thore is only one method—that:
of planting whorevor the naturs of thewsoil will
permit, and forming sottlemonts uuder tho
sholter of theso plantations,

THE LUMBER TRADE TO-DAY,

It waa stated at thooutsst of this papor that

merchantablo timber is chéaper now thanit was

ten yoars ago, Im an intorview with a well]
known lunber merchant of New York, who {a. Xathoi.d

thoroughly posted on the subject, he said :
*Yeos, lumber is much cheaper now than ten
yearasinoe. The white pine was worth 875 per
1,000 ; to-day it is quoted at 838 Pitch pine,
ten years ago, was $45 3 now it is worth $32.50,
Hard woods, with the exception of black walot,

1,000 ; ten yoars ago it waa $75. It is tho same
with oak, Spruce then raalized from $25 to 830,
To-day T can buy it for from 817 to $20,”

* How about black walnut 1

*' Black walnut is tho same prico todday as it
was ton yoars ago 120 per 1,000, jobbing price).
But four years ainco the prico of Llack walnut
that now sells at $120 was 800. Tho renson is
that wo cansco thoend of it, It is 110w brought
from: tho Missouri River to Indiana to be aawn
up. Ten yoars ago it was gruwing at Indiana’s
own door.”

‘“ But how do you account for the cheapness
in other woods, espocially pine "

“Over production. And yet the huilding
trado was nover more brisk and exports wero
seldoni 8o largo as now. But you viust remem-
bor that tho over production of lumber is the
natural outcome of good times, and growers will
soon sco tho inistake thoy aro making by nod
saving their timber till thoy can got moro for
i"" .

¢ What will tako the place of back walnut?”

¢« Mahogany from Mexico, which sells at from
sixteen to twenty cents a foot."”

“ Docs Lha oxport of squaro timber continue
as largo us formerly ¥

“\Vell, I am scarcoly prepared to say, but I
should think not, beeause wo aro now marufac-
turing n class of goods that formerly wero mado

from tho log.”

*\What class may I ask ?”

**Wa are sending, for instance, houso trim-
mings to Scotland, as mouldings, sashes, ct~
Thero is quite a trado epringing up in port.ole
housos in Chicago that are shipped to *.o West
Indica and Australia, Formerlr cheso were
made in Norway and Bava-la, right near tho
forests. But America i~ getting ahead of those
places.”

*“ Doos the *..croduction of iron in buildings
affoct the ‘amber intereat e

N, mutch, as yot. I do not know but that
it .uay oventually. Insome largebuildingy that
are going upiron beams, and eveniron laths, are
being extensively used, though whether they
will stand tho test of oxidation remains to bo
seen. Theso are used mostly in fire.proof build-
ings. The beams cost fifty cents more than
wood beams,”

“What is your impression about the scarcity
of tho lumber supply, taken as a wholo?”

“The difference in tho prices I have quoted
does not carry out the supposition that the caja.
city of our foreats is soriously declining, but
thero is no doubt much waste in the cutting of
trocs. But that wasto is being rectifiod by new
industries springing up by which much that was
formerly thrown away is now utilized into
mouldings, small pancls, ete. If I wero a pro-
priotor of a pino forest I should decidodly keep
wmy timber standing untilit paid moto cutit,
But Iam not, being interestod in buying all T
can ascheaply as possible.  You seo it ankesall
tho difference in tho world how a man is situ-
atod. My impression is that at the prosent tate
of consumption the peoplo will only realizo the
full valuo of their timber when it is nearly all
gone, But that is their business. My business
14 to soll.”

Upon inquiry at tho offices of a large sash
manufacturer on Barclay street, who docs an
extensivo oxport business, ono of the partners
said

 Wo ard shipping sashes and mouldings to

London, and tho trado is growing every year.
In time it may turn out quite a large industry,
aq it is only of l1ate years that tho British have
#hken to buying such goods of American manu-
{acture,”
,, The over production theory certainly appears
40 bo borne out in the following figures taken
from the Zumberman's Gazette, for the weok end-
ing Juno 25, when tho total shijnicents of lum-
ber, Iath and shingles from the Saginaw, with
-comparisons, were &, follows :

1580, 1881,
Tamber. ..211,650,362 164,819,269
Shingls. X 31,669,000
.o 12,009,650 2,746,000

aro also cheaper. Ash is now worth $30 per |,

Again, in the comparative atatemont of stock
on hund in tha Chicago market on June 1, the

figires ara as follows :
Lumper and, Lunbder ang
mb{r. Timber,
¥ 000e 188,312,10011870, 00 00 400 444225,789,000
208, 552,028 /2890, « .22 407,%78
1 216,150,805]1831... een s 270,817,040
248,906,400

In the ono caes it will bo notod that whilo the
salps frum the Saginaw wore much less on the
dafe apocified this year than in 1880, the accu.
miilations of stock on the Chicago market on
June 1 have beea increasing until tho prosent
scasont. The veason of the sudden decline in
1881 is owirg not to tho fact that tho uver pro.
duction has beon senaibly reduced, but that
prices have fallen so low that dealers can ne
longer afford o hold their stuff. Weroit other.
wise, it would be found that tho shipments from
tho Saginaw would have increased in 1881, in.

of being reduced. Tho samo romark
applios to other lumber centors,  F. J. H,

Tree Claterns.

It hes long been known, through tho reports
of xeavellors, that in certain arid districts of
Aftica water Isoften found, ovan m tho dricst
saapons, in hollow truuks of tho groat bavbab
troe (4donmonia), and it was suppoeod that tho
provislon of water was, so to say, natural ; but
it apjeara from the investigations of offices at.
tachea to surveying parties sent out by the
Egyptisn Government, that thoso resorvoirs aro
noither Jormod nor filled by tho accidonts of
nature, They are in reality propared and filled
by the ir-hahitants of tho country, who carcfutly
remavo .he decapod and spongy fibers from tho
intorio. of the trunk and Iaboriously transfer
wate to tho cistorns thus made, bucketful by
bue xetful, from neighborisg pools in whichit
rollocts in the rainy season, The importanco of
these roservoirsis illustrated by tho fact that
trunks containing 15,000 gallons of waterarenot
uncommon in Kordofan, and that individual
trunks have becn measured which might store
33,000 gallons. The officers of tho survey urgoe
that it would be wail for the Egyptian Govern.
ment to organize a sorvice for the j;rotection and
maintenanco of these trees on the post roads and
telegraph lines, 8o that couriers, linesmen, in.
spectors, cte., might always find a store of water,
They cite one particular post.route, whero in
times past the people of tho country had care.
fully filled the Adansonia treo during the sea.
son of rains, and thus ensured wator during the
dry soasons for much travel. But when troops
were moved in that direction, the inhabitants
took alarm, abandoned the viciuity, and noglect-
od to fill the trees, so that the road becamo as
good asimpassablo,

"7 The Sand Biast,

Among the wonderful and uzeful inventions
of tho times is the common sand blast, Supposo
you desire a picco of marble for a grave stono;
you cover thd stone with a sheet of wax no
thicker than a wafer, then you cut in tho wax
tho namo, date, otc., leaving tho marble oxposed.
Now pass it under the blast and tho sand will
cut it away. Romovethe waxand you have tho
raised lotters. Takiug a piece of French plate-
glass, say two by six feet, cover it with fine laco
and pass it under the blast, and not a thread of
the lace will bo injured, but tho sand will cut
deop into the glass whorever it is not covered by
thalaco. Now remove the lace and you have
a delicate and beautiful figuro raised upon the
glass. In.this v/ay beautiful figures of all kinda
aro cut in glass and at a small oxpense. Tho
workmen can hold their hands under tho blast
withqut harm, even when it is rapidly cutting
away the hardest glaes, iron or stone, but thoy
must look out for finger naila, for they will be
whittled off right hastily, If thoy put on steel
thimblos to protect the nails, it will do little
good, for the sand.will soon whittlo thom away,
but if they wrap s piece of soft cotton around
them they are safe. You will at onceseo the
philosophy of it. The sand whittles away and
dostroys any hard substance—even glasses—but
does not offect substances that are soft and yicld-
ing, liko wax, ootton, or fine lace, or oven tho
human hand.

TRAVELLERS AXD TOURISTS should always bo provided
with Dr, Fowler's Extract of Wild Strawberrr, tho best
remedy in the world for curing suffering brought on
from esting unr‘l)go or sour fruits, bad milk, Impure
water, chan, water and climato. The great

mndy {or all summer complalnis,




