THE EDUCAT

ot

NALIBT.

A, puvun Tttt w

10

INSECT LIFE.

4 Lecture delivered before the Mechanics'
Institute of Port Hope, Whithy,
Newcastle, and Bellecitle,

BY THE REV. DR, SHORTT.
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Continucd.

Most insects perish soon after they
Save deposited their ogge in suitablo ait.
uations, whth, ir’ ;ome cuses, & aupply of
food tu Lo” ready for the young, the tno-
aicut they leave the ey, This is not,
kowever, the case with all; a npocies of
bugz, inhabiting the birch tree, keeps near
her czzs, and cullects and takes as much
earvuf the young, when hatchod, as a hen
dos of her chickens. The earwig docs
the rawe, an insect porfectly harmloss,
thou4F the object of mauch dislike from
He mistaken idea that s gets into the
car.  The female carwig sits upun its ey
in the manncr of a hou, until they are
hatched ; nor does her care then cease, the
g8uily ones run after her wherever she
mdves, and slcbortinucy to sit or thew,
and brood over them, with the greatost
affection, for many days. If the young
oancs ar2 disturbed or scattered, or'if the
parent be takea away from them, sho will,
oit the first opportunity, collect them again,
and brdoll” oiér ' them as carefully as be-
fore, allowing thend’ to" push her about,
whd cautlously- moving one- 1ot aftes
another, for fear of hurting them,

Every one must havo remarked a small
green iuscet .that clusters in greut num-
bers on the stalks and branches of rose
blishes.  Varigus species of them inhabit
differént vegetables, shrubs and troes, and
wherever they aré they do no good to the
branches that nourish them. It is extra:
ordinary whit large sums of uioney de-
ptd on' tho circumstance of those
Aphides, or’ blights being numerous or
f2w in nmber, on iie hop plant, especially.
Like the weevil in the wheat, they are
verJamall conatares, but they sometimes
do an inliense amount of damage. Ir
there not soimething humilisting to the
astural pride of the human heart, in the

_thought, how much the comfort and pros-
. perity of mkiaddepeﬂupfnimot
the most minute sige and insimificant
appoarance. And yet doss not this very
£t show how entirely we, and the whok
#reation, sre degendant on the will of the
Mighty Crostee and governor of sil, wix
ordess all thinge after the counsel of bis
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| power ? but what eresture need bo alar.ved | [ went o work with my knife, and seraped

at sny dangee, when Qmnipotence is en- down the side of the hill, and acos eame to
gaged on his belnlf ? {the Apbis; they were clustered together,
A singuldr cirenmstanoe respecting the on little bits of thistle 10ot, which had
Aphis ib thus reforrod to by Mr. Robert boen broken off in the ground, and they
Plttormon, in his delightful little book on’ were attended by numbers of ants. When
“the Natural Wistory of the insects f the ants found that their cattle were agaio
mentioned in Shakapeare's Plays *':— :in joopardy, they drew them gently from
“ On a finc day in September, I noticed the root, and carricd ther itk further tuter”
» holly tree, ou which a nutmber of wasps.the nest.
were continually slighting, running npid-: I have often watclied an ant go from
ly over ita louves, and Bitting from branch onc Aphis to another, and staud bebind
to branch. I sat down boside it, tocn-'eacll, and gently «juceze the body with
deavour to ascertain what peeuliar stirac-'its furclesms; the Aphis gave out a small
tion this trev powsesscd, and soow-found drop of honey, as clear us crystal, which
that ¢he wasps were ne® Me only visitors. ' this ant iostanty swailowed.
A nuuiber of ants were plodding quietly! Aok the insects of the most remarka-
along the twigs and leaves, exhibiting by hle habits are the secton lectles whose
their staid and regular deportment a instinct prowpis thew to luy their oggs in
singulur coutrast to the rapid and the budies of deid animals, Loth fis the
vaclllnt g - movements of the warpa— sake of placing them in security, and ulro
[ now discovered that both ants and for providing the grubs with s sufficicnd
warps were attracted by a substance which supply of food when hatched. W ithyreas
was plentifully sprinkled over all tho lubor they bury the dead body in the
leaves—the clebrated Honey dew of the ground previous to laying their eggs init.
pocts. This substance is a sccrction d3 If the body, beit s rat, mouss, bird, frog,
pesited’by te Aphis. The liquid they or mole, be in a ploughed field, they haveo
deposit is perfestly purc and as sweet u;liule trouble ; but if on grass, or asmon;
honcy. The ants not only suck it up stones, much labor is ncoded 40 drhw it to
with cagerness, whercver it can be found,‘g suitable place. The operation of bury-
but they possess also the art of mlking‘.ing is performed by the male bectle, the
the Aphis yicld it, by pattiog them gently female mostly hiding hersclf i the body

with their antennm; and one particular
species of ant is suid to confine the Aphis

l
!
in bpartthents constructed solely for tluzi

or sitting upon it, and allowing herself w
be buried with it. The male begins vy
digging a furrow all ‘arownd. the anima’,
at the distance of about half an inck,

purpose, to supply thém'wi'th'f&oa, to gro- i
teot them from danger, and to take, in| turning the easth outsid¥. _Mivhesd is the
avery respeet, as much care of them as we, tool uned in this operation; .lt' is held
should do of cur cows.” iuloping outwards, and is exceedingly pow-

Another writer, mientioning tRese qut erful.  AfNF the first f““.h)‘f is com-
rious insccts, coufirms this singular mw!y‘eled, another is made within it, and the
ment, He says “ The other day I puned'eaﬂh thrown into the first furrow, th.ct.t a
up a large thistle that grew on an ant-hill, l'hird is made, and %0 on, the carth nstxg
and-shus I brought to light & whole eog_..in a rampart round the f)o\!y, which
ony' of“the- white Aphis. I had hng!gndully sinks, When this h.y becs
konows o the'gréat valne which anta sct|done suficicatly, the bectle pu-lcs the
on thewrlittle cheatife¥? 30 Sashook d.,"lemh into the grave, with its bro:.! head

some 2wens of - thsr foul"tAt thistle root,
;mgkﬂkum,‘w\ichm‘m’ﬁ:m
at the dittesge T'hud"dlec 15 their dweld
ing. No sooner” wére' the anth awaré of|
the presence of the Aphis, than they ba
zam to fondle them with their leg, to tap
them on the back with their antenns,
and 10 Bok them with their tongaes ; they
hea took bold of them with their jaws,
theen, with the gresténs c2i8 o by ody
‘nto the rescests of the mest. !v‘ﬂtd‘
2y the same way sbout three hrurs after

downwards. OF the unwearying indoe
try shown by these beetles sowe ide may
ba formed by the resalts of cxperiments
oimfeoted by M. Glediteeh, who found
DAL At TP diys, four beetles hiud interred
in the” sMEL space of earth alotted to
them, 12 carcases; vie. 4 froge, 3 xmall
birds, 2 fishes, 1 mole, and tw. srasshop-
pers, besides the eatrails of a fis}:, and
two morncls of the lung of anox. Th
another experiment, a sinzle Lectle buaried
» o 40 times its owa Lull zud woight,
in o diyx:-

‘werdd, and found the néat ol quict and

T g\'é-z‘ mpantive s'tunsg‘ ‘

il Whe e resit his supendons’ orduly, SBT3 e Ajhis 10 be secn ; 50 inscets is remakably chown in thele



