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The Ecclesiastical and Missionary Record.

These columns 3peak 39 foreibly of progressin the most important
roints, thar uny remacks seem out of pace, Lo regard to the number
of Mintsters, of commumeants, «ud attendance on the moms of grace,
the inevense 's most gravlying,  An increase in the number of elders
of 153, und of baptisus 811, as comparad with last year, i3 alio ex-
hitited, The additional attendunce nt rayer meeing« is not 2o great
asap-pears on the face of the Return, rom all week day mectiogs be-
ing ancluded 1 oue cotumn, wstend of two as formerly.

Theunttendunce on the Lord’s Day ministrations is only anapproxi.
matien abtained by first adding together the numbers given voder
storenuon, Atternoon, bvemtne,” sud then dediieting about  one third
to account for the sama persons attending two diets, a3 is the case
in towns and enies.

The attendance of the meetmng of the Supreme Court bheing of ime.
portauce, trom puinting out the degree of interest tuken in its pro-
cecdings, the following table which exhibits progres sive improvement
is hevewith appended.

Year.  Dlace of Mecting.  Ministers Present,  Elders Present.
h 1]\ JY (771: T11 T AP UORN £ : TR
1857........]

[at L PRI .3 N
185S. . ... JHamilton . L.,

D 1:1: 3¢ JPORIY 1Y 111 T TRy | {T: FN R 1.
Is6)........ Hambhon, oo X2 iiiiiii e 008

Your Committee next beg leave to submit the following Financial
Tuble, nnd crave fur it the special attention of Members of Synod.
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‘I'he number of Mansesis this year 44 agiinst 40 of last yew, The
Presbytery mast favored in this respect is Montread, and two, Brock-
ville and Kinwstow, pusseas none of those useful, and it may be said,

neces-n-y edlices,
STIPEND.

The Stipend Fund, which 13 30 closely connected with the comfort
and sueeess of the ministry, continues to improve generally, notwitle
standing the antagonistic influence of the commercinl dillleultics of
the country.  And, while every other fand has considerably decrensed
sinee 1834, tha stipiend has steadily tnereased, the ditference ot 21,231
between 1856 and 1860, when divided by 33, the inereose in settled
charges of 1800 over 1856, gives an average sdary of $643,

The gross sum of 376,443, divided among the mimsters, (120) who
hiave sent in Reports, gives an aversge of more than $637, a8 stpend
promised, n sum thot woeuld consiitute a fuir income, provided a eus-
tentntion scheme were ndopted.  “I'he sum actually paid amounts to
upwards of £67,000, and affords an average salury of 2360, T'he
uverage contribution of each communicant for stipend purposes, shews
2385 when taking the astipend promised as u basis, an apparent in-
creaze of more than 30 cents; but, when «)l the arrears are deducted,
taisincrease dwindles down toa slignt decrease, But as they ¢xtend
over previous years, there witl be anincrcease if onty thearrems of this
year were deducted.  And in marked contrast widh this appacent iw.
provement, your Commitice regret to have to report that, though
some ministers are assisted out of the Home Mission Fund, more than
82 ministers, ngainst 69 last year, have received less than S600a
year; of this large number, 12 have received less than $300; 18 be-
tween 800 and £400; 35 between $100 and #5003 and 20 betwe n
£500 and £600.  When the vise that has taken place during the pait
few years in all the necessaries of life is taken into acvewunt, Congrega.
tions ~hould be stireed up to greater liberality,  ‘The next column,
cromining the arrears, your Committee regard with 'pain, asevincing
a degree of covetousnes, carelessness and inditference, most hurtful
to the prosperity of our Zion. The sum is however, scarcely so largo
comparatively as List year, constituting about un cighih of our minis-
ters’ income, instead of onesixth lust year. And this proportien
would have been =till smaller, had there not been included in tuis
vear a considerable portivn of the arre:ns of previous years. There
13 also an improvement o some Presbyterics, especialiy that of Ring-
ston,  Your Comnittee would «all particular stteation to the 1rea-
bytery of Loudon, where Congregations owe ther ministers about
onesfourth of their stipends,  Without specify ng namnes, the number
of indebied Congregations is given for cach Pres sytery—Montreal, 14 ;
Brockveille, 8; Ouawa, 2; Taronto, §; Cobourg, 6; Hamilten, 11
Lowlon, 16. It thus appears that no lewer than 60 Cougrega-
tions are indebted those who brenk to them the bread of lif-, in var-
ious swns nsing from a few dollars up to $70y, and in some cases
extending over s veral years, And this number would smount to
between 70 and Su, if the  defaulting congr. gations had given in
}“clum:'. “Willa man rob God, yet ye have robbed me, susith the

ord,

1u regard to the various schemes of the Church, as the period em.
braced within our financial year is ditferent from that employed by
the Agent, the items given by him must differ from these eatered on
the f regoing table, though the same general conclusions may e
drawn trom both,

Next tothie sipend stands in importance our Theological Tnstitu-
tion. ‘T'his yenr the retuens shew » decrease, as compared with last
year.  The avarage contribution from each comnunicantis 25 cents—
5 less than in 18395 and an examination of the rcturns shews, that
an institution, sv essential to the very existenceof our Church, does
notmeet with a cordial and harmonious support, especially fram our
rural congregations, but is dependent ona few of the larger, and
more liberatl City Churches

The following table is subjoined :—

In 1856,—17 Congregativns failed to contribute 1o the College.

“1857,—21 do. do. 0. do,
¢ 1838,—18 do. do. do. do.
1859,—15 do. dv. do. do.
¢ 1860,—21 do. do. do. do.

18§60, Iy Presurreny oF Moviroar,—Metis, St. Sylvester, Win.low,
Corawal,Duthawm, English River, Laguerre, Williamsburg (Mciis
and Winslow have contributed. Agent)...cieeennen.
Orrawa.—None that have reported. .
‘Toroato—Brock and Reach, along with some Vacaut Congrega.
LHOBS ceeeee v ten e esressenstananties sererece asosmansnnnnomeones 1

Brockvine—Al, exeept Westport and No.th Augusta, which is

Bewly setiled.. nees e e ve ness cerestins cnseneanes 2
Copotrc.—Baltimore and  Coldsprings, Keene und Watwood,

Bethesda Chored and Alnwick,  “The last is newly set.

ted covennvaniinnea., teeeiescersinitna s 3
Hasutvoy.—Walpole and Javis, Port Dover nnd Simcoe

fraxa, Brantford.c. coovee oo crrrenrctrnesresssec e snesravenenes 2
Lext ove—1ugersolt, Kineardine, and  Paigley. .. ovvecincienciaans 1

KinGstox has sent Coutributions from each Cogregation,
Totaluecserressnssnsnnanvanss 17



