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THE TRADE QUESTION IN
AUSTRALIA.

The prozimity of Cansda to a groat
ustton of fitty millions, withi s thorougha
2vin: Peotectionast polley, lad croated
ircugstauces whicl are uney o and ox.
iptional, snrl really ualike tuose of suy
vther Lritish colony whatover, Io our

+o (hero are exceptional clrcummtacces
¢ euch lmportance that even staunch
adsvates of Free Trade, on genaral
inociples, may falrly admit tho force of
Ikote  practical roasons which have
Tawnusin tho opposition divection.
the problesn may e put thus :mdiven,
cation of 1ty milllons, aclive, cuore
~ott-, And etitetpeielog, with another of
tly wuror five millions touchlvg 1t
vunit o frontler of thiree thounod miles,
* 1L poesible for the latlor Lo carty out a
reiny of vyen comparstivo Frae Trulde,
»bllv tho former Liolds determinedly to
toiiry of high Protection? To this
1t ti08 1he cominon sehise of tne coun-
Ly answrers » no,” tiough wo atill hoar

Vo from somu who fesl themselves
NI o defund At all  costa and
vrade n theory to which they bare
drady committed thomsclves,  Rat,
bewever this particular question, res
“ng to Uaoada oply, may- be answerod,

Pteono wpplication to the case of the
Auteliau colories.  Thuy bLave no
Yietectionlat United States lging along
st tonder, and they cun considee the
! 4 Jusstion apart from thoee pacullar
tsmplicntions which we have to deal
“1th  Farther, these colonies bmvo
v lesc oprer than Cavads to I'rotece

“bi<t influcnces, and lave been more
v leely foflusnced by tho Freo (rado
riiept aud example of tho Mother
Pusntey  Amd you thore e well as liere,
'rotectlon 14 making hoadwar, though
“t lo tho same extent. On this sutjout
Vst somolefonuation of recout date
Ve curtespondence of thy London
T o Thelcitor reterred to e datod
(ot of Januaey last, and It Is worth
Wliag that it comes from Syduey, the
“ptal of New Southr Wales, which is
the st pronouaced of all the Austras
'3 o'anles In favoar 0! Free Trade.

TIIURSDAY, MAY

Atthatdate an Intetcoloniat Conteronce,
assepmbled at Sydaoy, had Just «oncJuded
{te laboura. This was fn continuation
of a Conference held fowards the ¢ loac
ot Iast yearat Mlbourne, at whilcls only
threa colonles woro represented, und the
primary object of which was to come to
0omo srangement as to bordet Customs

iwcen  tne  Govemments of Nom
Nouth Wales, Victorls, and Boulh
Australla, Tho prectical woahing of
tho term  rlorder  Customs™  §p
Austsslla way sequite a word of explans.
tlon. Now Mouth Wales allows com.
parative Free Trade, while Victorls, the
valghLouriog colony, bas fmpossd pros
teclive dutles, for the avowed puriose
of doveloping hiome manufactiires. In
Sydavy aod Melbourne, or snywhere
slong tho coast, the two ayeteme pe-
spectivcly oan bo adminiatered without
coollct with cach otber. In the in-
teror, howavaer, tong-sxtended Louadary
linos sunulng through aparisly settled
districts complicato mattern very much,
atl tho revonue laws of ono colony ars
onsily dufonted Ly adventurees having
tho near tersitory of another for thelr
base of operatlons, Mowme [des of the
sltustion mey Lo lad by imaglning the
Proviuce vt Queley, for instance, to have
adopted & pollcy of Protection, with
Fice Trado as the Iaw of the land In
Ontarlo and Nom Dranswick. Otler i
potlant tojucs were, liwwover, lotro.
duced at the Melloutne Coofetence, and
{t was rorolved to adjourn aud Inwite
culonies pot thero represented (o take
part. At tbe 8pdnoy Conference all {Le
Adglnfinn cofonies ware rypressgted,
and daaoy and vatione sulocts were
alscussod,  An agreement was arrived
atas Lo an Australian Cou.t of Appesl,
the exocution of warrants for the arcest
ot offcnders, for theapprehenslon o any
colony of mon deserting thelr wives and
clildren In another, and for anticipating
by telegram the effoct of such warrants.
On otber subfects unanimity wes not
obtained, and the Times' cottespondent
#ard that at the heat of all disputable
points was that of the futoro Australfan
tariff. It 1sseen plainly enough, ke
continuos, that there can Lo no Foders-
tion without & Customs Unlon; and
the different oolonles uave such
different  flnancial neads, and
ato 30 varlously rircumstanced, aod
havodeveloped such dlifferent lloea of
Gucal polfcy, that ft Joes not scom os-
siblo st prescat to agree upon roy com.
mog tatl. Tbo chlef difticulty, how.
ever, {tissald, ilos with the Protectiontst
polley of Victorla, & statcment wlfeb,
comlog from m Freo Trade source, at
onco disposes of recent rumours to the
efoct that the peoplo of that colony are
wgoing tack™ oo DProtection. Had
Protection proved a failiure with them,
a8 some assert, thero woull Lave been
go great diliculty la persuading this
colony £0)7in the rest of tho group In
faming & comparstively Free Trmade
tarll.  Dut the tact that there s s groat
diflculty, and the statewment as to whese
1t Hes, apeaks volumes, and glves s to
understand that at least ooe Australian
colony, tbat ono teing tho most proe
gressivo of thom all, has sdopted Iro.
tection as lte permanent policy. The
oconforcnce was asked to go towork with
the 1ariff of New Soulh Wales gy &
basfs, but to this the Victorlansoljected,
asking that thele tariff Lo taken for a
bLasin fostead, Ultimately, & resolution
was catrled In (avour of A Joint Comne
misston of all thocolonies, except West
Austealls, to constdur and constetict o
common (acl, The Covimission, It §s
mld, wlil probably be lormed, liat
wheother Vietords will bea party to 1t s
uncottain, The Idea of thls Commna.
slon fd¢ duo to an impression thatit
may Lepossible for thv olber culonies
to unite, oven Ut Victotia docs net, and
tuat &% any mato s partial Costorus union
may Lo adopled, evon if a complete

tati@ canuut Le ageeed vpon., The fol.

5, 1851,

i lowlng parazraph wa glve fu the correas
pondent's own words —

' All eolontal politiclans pertectls unders
stem) that the Lnthh Ooverrmeat whthed
@ 10 the Australisn colonles federated,
and et the tame time wishes 1o 49 Lhem
adopt & Pres Trade vailey, Untortunately,
we candut have the two thiom together
We could probably get telenaticn presty
qslekly {r we conld sarrender Freo Trade;
but New South Wrles (s quite nowilliog to
adopt that courre, 88d In taking that rtand
gels s yarying doxtes of tsmpatby from the
other colonles. BMr. Berry (Chinf Becrotary
ol Victoris) ridioules the pretended epthn-
slae about Pree Trads In Bydosy. Mo
srguss thub there Ivnot such a thing s an
abiclutely Preo Trade tani®f amooe any of
w4, that sonaequently Protestion is Rot s
question of principle.but only 8 matter of
mare of tess. To thle [t bat been replied
1hat the whole of the New South Wales
tarift hag been consttueted with » view to
tevenae,and that any protection it may 10-
solve {s fnoidentel and undesigoed, while
that of Vietorla 15 delibers Iy framed on
the pzineipls of protection (ot mative Indose
teiss. Undez those ¢ircumetances, & com®
plete Customs vaton must for the present be
deferred.”

‘Theza faw lnes of Jntormation. coming
froma ¥reo Trado svucce, and through
Freo Trado channels cutlecly, iy con-
yerto us,evenatihle distanco, s fale
ldenof how Lthe trade question slands
with our astpodosn Xxindred, It I»
something to know that Victoria reso-
lutely “ holde the furs™ fur Protection,
while New South Wales, taking a stand
for Freo Trade, gets what Iy catled «a
varyivg degree of rympathy from the
othercoloblen” "Tholwo principat colos
talesol the xroup appoar as champiops of
the two aystems respectively ; wad muh
Intocest attwcliod o the resull of tho
sttuggle. Lef 1t ba tvcembored, moan.
while, thet the rre0 Tende party bave
on thelr side all the welght of indaenco
=—governmental, flnancial, commerclel,
MHtceney and soclale=tbat can Lo brought
to beat from the Mother Country, The
Protectionfst appeat to the populat car
wlll bave to Lo strong and effectlve
lndeed to prevall agalust svch odds,
We firmaly belleve that It will preval,
hotverer; and, further, that tho cxample
of Canads wlll not bo wholly witbout
lofloence, oven on tha otheroldo of the
globe,

THE CANAL QUESTION.

Out pcightours across the ltac sare
coosiderably exercised over tho canal
question. The important enlargement
of the Welfand and the Improvements
o other capals bave caused bo small
commnotion fa the Siale of New York.
About a year 8go the New York [lerald
send & special cotomlsstoner—commis.
sloner fs the wor!l now.a days—to
Canada to repott upon what was being
dooe. He aQid bls work well, Iis
lettery attracted considersblo astention,
and upon them were basod many nuws.
paper articles, urtlog the necesslty of
cenlarelog tho State canals, it they were
to entet Into cowpetition with, thoso of
Cantadg as routes for the conreylpg of
graln Lo the seaboard. Iatho American
Protectionint of the present woek thero
appoars &1 artlclo on the subject, from
which we cull some cxtracts, % The
New York Stato Legistature,” says the
Protectiorist, v Las al 1aat foaugurated a
moverzent for freo canale, dud wo may
expoct thet the peoplo will soon Lo
permitted by thelr potitical attorneysto
vole upon tho nccessary smendment o
the Conttitution. It was high tima
Tho Cansdians arc determioed to givo
s no reat, nnd to bid any amoust for
the e.aln tralo of gur great Noeth
West. Last woek a deputation from the
Moattesl Board of Treade called upon
the Ministars of Floatco and Agricula
ture to suggeat tho reraoval of all tolls
on through frelght passing theough the
St. Jawreneo aud Wellaod vauals. This
s.agestion, it is aald, was recelved with
much favour,ai] we aay well ULellovo
it dbould tbe Dominlon succoed 1o
secuting any large porilona of the com.
merce to which our exportaot guain glve

occislon, tha Jruaof cansl 16lls to, her
Guvernment trould te teifliog compared
with tho galne o} Lot merchanta, Wo
must « xpress gomae surprise, howeter, ot
tho attitudo of tho New Yotk Commer.
¢:al Bulleten o this question. Gur <ée
toctaed contewporary, though §t boast
of rupresenting tho commercinl intoresis
op 1his great port, is opposed to fioe
cavals. The argumont desorves a pase.
fog noticw aud may Lo summed up as
follows-=*Tho Caradlsas should Lo
allowed (0 monapolito vur grain trade
£f they cau aflord to Lo 8o Hberal as fo
provide a frec walor way for thu export
ot out prodacts, for i ou out side wo
slould make oar cauale fric, and It
wore foutd that the (anadlien routa was
atlll offrlog suporior advanlages, ‘o
could not proserve  our trade fn
upy  other way than Ly pays
Ing & lbounty to the shipnens
on sll frelght pamslog on  our
own water llnos of commublication,
Therefoto {t wero botler to losoour
trado at occe.” Thie suggestlon the
Commercial flulleton - respecifolly recom.
mends to the cvnslderation of thelarge
wajoslty In the New Yotk Produce Bx-
cbaoge, Wl have voted fut the aluiidou
ofthe canyl tolls,' The majotity so
reepectiully addcossed 14 Likely to faugh
very dlsroepoctfully at this unexpected
modification of Greeley’s advice: ‘tio
toCanadal’'” Eridently oue nclghbours
are leginnfog to reallse tlhe fact that
Canada ay a rival, lo sonio sempocis at
aay rate, ls nod 'to Lo sneeredat”
Whon they abrogatixl tbe Leclprocity
Treaty, they fuadly hoped that they
would coetvm us luto pohitical mnuexa-
tlon, Lut thry fuund out that Cuoatlane
have nodesire to consuminste tuch &
unfot; and whou we adopled a policy of
protectiog our own Indusitive, the) came
to the concluslon that it Lanot tholnten
tlonof thle souniry aby longer to bo A
hewer of wood and dilver 0} water to theo
United States.

THE SUGAR QUESTION IN
NOVA SCOTIA.

We travafer in Sts enticely to var
coluinng the following artlile from tho
Halifax New Era, ontltled « Qur Bugar
Definery”: Tharo 1», protably, noolject
of groater faterest, nt the present mo.
mest, to 1bo prople of Hal fax, than the
successful working of our new and
magolficent Sugar [ivflacry. Magnificens
{e w tezm, perliaps, that may be thought
too geandllogreat 10 spply to & sugar
factuty, but we numbly thick it may Lo
weil nllowsble In thiz particular, when
not oniy tho whole population of out
<ity, Lut also of vur wholo Province, hiaa
been for a leny perlod hopefully looking
forwant to {ts completion and succeseful
working. As it now ststude, perfected,
sud la actual working onder, it may be
well saut to bo truly agniticent fa its
proportiens and machinery. Magoificent,
alse, In ita admirablo situstion, com-
wandlug » water front aud dockage that
tusy well cialm no superior in the wortd,
and where the finperted raw suger of
East and West Indier, Bonzil, Culw and
Btitlsll fsles cnn Lo Ianded, at all
seasons, and Tanll tldes, In 0 sate docke
ago (ot the vessels belnging and lsoding
it, almost into the very melling pans of
the Eictory, asd ¢hus command the very
lowest possible (relght terme, and, more
especially ¢, when the ships Lrlogiog
such.cargo can Lo offcred & falr chance of
outward relghit, es soveral of the sugar
ships are now avafling of, In deal frelghte
to England. and other lacraasing milloay
pralucts, brought clote 1o the factory,
and Iastly. wo trost 1t will be magnificent
In ta petfected product of tho vanous
grades of rofined sugars, and above all,
Ly-and-bye, msgnliicent In {tx divklond
to lta enterprising shiatcholderr. In 20
targe an adventure in a new bustaces,
there will Lo, doubtlers, mnong many

people, & 20zi0 3¢ question of (ts success,
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on 80 lerge ~ale. 1or this fuctory ls. it
we ato tightly informed, parfected in
every particular, in sjull otaf and machine.
ety for the output o1 5600 barrels of
refincd sugens per e, and b §s, we
beliaved a recognized fact tiy auch cages,
that, for profitallo worling, the larcest
product altainalle shonld Lo manufic-
tured. It therefuro, wcomes an im.
pottant <onsderation—-In fact, ane on
which {h- profitable working of the
factory, la a great moasure, depends.
whero can a favoumblo market Lo tound
fur 1ta large product, when workiog to
le grestest cxtent? Ax far ax Nown
Scotinis concetned, we knowr that & very
small proportion of refined sugar, bas
heratofore been usoad, in comparlson
wlth the annual fmport of Muscorsun
sugars and molassca: but as fiy Kurope,
and now 1a the United Statos, donlilem
this wilt a!l be changel In & very aliort
fimo. Our people will, from mioderate
pticot, cepeclally la the lower grades of
refined sugar, soon be cducated uj to urg
refined sugar altogetber, and thus the
consampt will be largely increnam) from
month to month-{n fact soon take the
place of raw ot Muscorado sugars alte.
gother, Wo must, hLowever, Loar in
mind that the whole cetimated cone
sumpt of svgers, of all kInds, Including
tnaple, te estimated at 28 (o 30 {ba. por
head, for 4000000 people, the whole
ostimat:d Dowminlon populstion, As
wo  before  reroatke!, our refuery
murt Le kept In full oporatton, 1
leat rosulls ate to be looked fur. An
opening must, therefore, Lo tound for a
cunslilerable excesn of production, be.
youd our loeal roquinmnia, oreven ot
Domnsialon consumptlon, until as we be«
futo rematked. our  peoplo aro larger
copsumers.  We 11 lght. therefore, ferl
rome doubt as to the futuee of thi
fndustry, had we not the cxpetience of
other conntries, latgely eng.god fn the
same iIndustry, for our cn vuragetnent
aud guldanee.  Let us for fortance, look
to that bee Blve of indust-nl produc.
tionewVelglam; this thrlving xingdom
fn but & little In advance, 'n population.
of tho Dominlon of Jauada, as §t ls
etated at 8,113,080 against our rising
4,000,000, Yet here, in Delgium, tho
sugsar reflning Industry is, proportionate.
Iy, the largest (o Furope, and we may
well Lo amiazed whon wo find belginm
manubwtires and sclls the product of 41
cano sugas reflpetios, and 170 inaanfac.
tories of boet Tout sugar besldes—all
procluctivo of larke profits and tmniense
advantages to ber poople  The consutnpt
of auguy andl treaclo In Bolgium §a smnal)

yet sho finds profitable sale for her ¢nor.
noas product of efiued mugar It woull
Yo loterexting, irulocd. bad we the tuesna
of trackng cut her largo export mle, and
would oubtiess, be of great advantage
to thoze more immedistely Interest.
od 1 the diroction of our tanse extablish.
tnent to 1nake themaclves praciically nce
qualuted witis her efforts an so xiicr esse
fatly dlsposing of <0 large A product of
her refined sugar What makes the
action of thix e hingdayn in thi<
sugue industry the torerematkableinthat
shic §s surcounded Ly tho oxtenalve sugay
reiinction of France, lolland Ger pans

and Eogland To whoi, ther fore

doen she export her xugat?  When

docs she fiod prontable sale for her
farge product of refinad cane sugae
to may nothing of lier beet oot

production® That abe doet 5o, and that
In increastog proporiion, 1s as avident a«
that the sun shines. On this -polnt we

are pot Informued particularly, Lut are
lociined to think Belglum largely sup-
Mies the Spanish, Itatian and Slcllfan
markeia of tho Mollterrancan, and per.
baps the largor marketa of Fortugsl, afl
large coneuniers of relined sugar  Thus,
Uelglum, with lke populstion as to
aumlers as the Dominlon of Canals,
Las 41 reflucrles of cane sugar, begides
her largo number of Lott root factories
Ict uo ove, thetefore, say Canada (s




