
TIIE IFIIIST UNION BE'T'XEM THE ENGLTSI- AND)
CAINAI)IAN CNEECS

N tieprecdngch1te . traced the pm)ro(rss of Methodismi ii

- Canad l own to the tiue whIen it becýaie a. distinct auJd inde-
Spenident Clhurich. It ilow reniains to state Lite CausCs m7wli led

that Chunrci to unite itseli' ini filial bonds wîth te Parent BodIy
ii ng]a.11d. Iidigtisi i1Leecssary, ini the filt place> to,

Spoint ont the real po'sition of' affairs at titis junlctiire.
lb wiil Le rttii>edthat, in 1820, Lhe Atnerican and EnghiIlslî Con-

ferences lî-ad agee o dividle their jiirisdiction iii the Caaas-heltter
b)ody confining its lahors to the LoNver, and the fornmer to the llpper, Province.
But i~hn, i 1828, lite Societies in Up per Canada becanme a separate ami
indepenldent Church, the Englishi Conféerence considereci thiat agreement tasno
longer binding, and that they w'ere at liberty to send thecir Missionaries into
any part of te Province wlterc tbteir services Ilighit be le-sired by the pbeople.
li accordanice Nvith this view te Eitll(ishl Coiumi-ittee clccided uponl al.

iiiuîuedlate increase of their staff of laborers ini the Caniadas.
lb bias beenl doubted by somle ý\ývhtetr the Commnittee were jusbified.

in holding the views above ittdic-ated. De titat, as it mnay, thiere can be
nio cioubt tlioy were perfcctly sincere and conscien tiolis. Rtichard Wattson,
Josephi Bensonl,ti janJaes Blickley (att that timie M\'issiolarýY Secreta(ries), were
uiot the mon lihly to bre'ak al engagement, or to interfere îvith the labors of
a ]cindred Society, -wýithioit sonie weighity reasons. Tie measotns -were, lsb.
rfhab the Amecrican Couférence hiavingr withidrawil its jurisdiction over the
Societies in Canada, thley (the Eniglish Missionary Coînmittee) were reIeased
from the engaglement formierly entered into itli that body. 211d. \Vithin
a few years -a large mnmber of M1ethIodist eniigranlts rcm Great Britaini
had settled in Upper Canada. These earnestly desired the iniistrations
to wliich thuy bnia b=en acclistonmed i thecir fatherland, and strongly urged. thle
English Colmmittee to send M2issionaries amoing them. 3rd. The Canada
Conference was uitterly unable to meiet the spirituial wants of the people. Tie
population of te Upper Province w~as about 175,000; there Nvere but fewr
iniisters of other delioinations, and te whole inumber ini the Canada

Conférence w'as but 43 1Besides this, Our Missioulary Society wvas yeb i.l ils
inifancy-its funds low, and its laborers few. Surely, then> there was great
nleed, for some Society to enter the field.
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