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REPORT 0F THE SYNOD'S COMMITTEE ON SABBPT-
OBSERVAN CE-

the i S.ibbatli is prolàned, 'wlen the ordinances of religion are ncgleeted,
relig"iton itself cannot pussibly be in a prosperous condition. Residing at one of
the extremities of' the bouunds of* Synoid, yutur Coimmnittee endeavored to ubtain in-
formation on Sabbath observance f roin varlous parts of tis Proçince, by ivriting
to several meînbers of' Svnod Jocated in Nova Seotia and Cape Breton. Though
this duty was attended Îo in tho mnonth of Marehi, 3yet up to the tinie of lcaving to
attend the meeting of Synod, no answers were received with but one solîtary ex-
cept;on. Conscqutently youir Comumittee wero reluctantly compelled to delay thc
preparation of their report tili they arrived in lHalifix, endeavoring then and
there to obtain sueli information as inight assist thiem in the dibcharge of thieir
aeknowlcdged daty. They trust that the circum-,ttances in wYhich they have thug
been placed, %% ili sufficLntly aceounit fur the ineagerness of tie report whicli they
bave now the honor to subinit. Z

Your Conrittee would first cail the~ attention of your lleverend Court to the
state of Sabbatli observance, and afterwards ofler soine su--,esti)ns and recoînmen-
dations on the subject. Ctmunieiigc wvith Ilalifax, the capital of Uic Province,
your Coiumittc are sorry to observe Dthat tic holy Sabbath is flot even externally
obs(rved in a prol.,r and christian manner by large numbers residing in the city.
Partics frcquently spend a largre portion of e.rnseerated time in the çicinity of the
city, engaged in various :iueet-uhas fishing and shooting. Puring-
winter, skating is also nmueh practised on the Lord's-day. lorses and carrnages
kcpt at livery stables appear to be more in requisition on theSabbath than on any
other day of the wcek. Suclh a flet furnishes lamentable evidence thiat miany pro-
fer seeking thecir own plensure to doing the wvill of the Lord on his holy day. Tihe
facts roticed iii reference to Hlalif'ax. indicate a painful state of mo-.tters. and call
loudly l'or serious consideration and decided action on the part of those who are
the guardians of the truth, the conservators, of publie mt-rals, and the 'erituesses
f'or God ini tic land.

[n othcr parts of the Province, cspecially in those in -%vhielh the Presbyterian
population predominates, yotir Commtittee cannot direct attention to any vcry
flagrant or open violations of the sabl3atical coinmnand. The Servies of Uic surne-
tuary are gcncrally well attended, and the external propriety of conduot eslhibited
on the day of saered rest, oritrinates, your Comnxiuittee trust, from a sincere and
conspientious regard to tic wvill and authority of Ilua irbose righit it is te reig«n.
In sonie of the -western partu of the Province, ii Sithbath is by no ineins -well
observcd. Viziting on that day, various 'amusementh, and ever fisingic, are of
frequent occurrence. In those parts of the Province, prilicipally in the east, in
whmch the Romian Catholies are numnerous, thcy csert a very prejudicial influence
on the due obs..ervaince of the Sabbatm. Your Cornirittee have iueh pîcasure in
stating, that from infbrmnatiomi receivcd the Lord's-day is religiously observcd by
the Protestant population in Cape Breton.

In Prince Edward lslaI.nd, your Comminittee cannot report any decidcd imaprove-
inent in S-abbath observane. In Charlottetown, the capital oÇ the Colony, the
%vcekly rest is sonewliat well observcd ixtcrn.illy. At least one keeper oU a livery
stable -absolutcly refuses to, bire herses to be employed on theo Lord's.day, %vhile
others dol1 ttle or no business on that da.ýy. Sahtb amiusements are by no nieans
conion, with the exception of some wvalk-ing abroad. One evil, hoîvever, exists
to mvbich your Coinmitttea Nvond resqpcctfuiily solicit atention. The principal
manrket in Charlottetown, is hceld on Saturday, and is attendcd by large numnbers,
who in many cases reside at considerable distances fi'om the city. S,nmle of these,
prineipally Roman Catholies, delay theïr retturn tili Sabbath morning, nid are
frequcntly scen, itprhsd vesor loaded earts, wcnding thecir mvay homte
on Uic daivning of Uic day of sacrcd rcst, in éouic cases even during the observance
or public worship. This gives nxuch annoyance to the Plrotestaint Settlements
throughl Nvhi.ah tbey pats. A respectcd brother, 11ev. Mr. Morrison, bias been eall-
ing public attention to this su1.jeet, as lie and bis people are ànacre inmcdiatcly
exposcd to the annoyanc roecrred to. Application bas aIrcady been mado by pe-


