
The szcond passage le Proverbe iii. 9, 10: -ilonour the Lord with thy substance,
and with the firet-fruits cf ail thine increase : so shall thy barns bc filed with
plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.' It wvas the divine ordi-
nance that the Jewe ehould present to God the first-fruits of their fields and vine-
yards; and they enjoyed abundance when they conscientiously did ea. But this
passage goe furtherjthan the Mosaie etatitte. Lt calis upon men to bonour Qod,
flot only ' with the first-f'ruite of' ail their increase,' but 6 with their eulh8tanCo,'-
thus showimg that it is applicable te ai times ; and it annexes to willing liberali-
ty the promise o! large recompense. -- Honour the Lord with tby substance, and
with thçwfret-fruitts of ail thine increase : so shall thy barns be filled withi plenty,
and thy presses shall bur8t out with new wine.' Lut the fariner, the merchant,
and the inan of business ponder these worde.

The third passage ie Haggai i. 2-11, and ii. 15-19. It was the duty of the Jews,
on tbeir rcturn froîn the captivity ia B3abylon, to rebuild the temple. This was
the work to which they iwere divinely cailed. But their meuns '%vere scanty.-
Tbey had to ereet bouses for themselves, and to cultivate their fields ; and they
said that if' they should devote their tinte, their labour, and their raoney to the
building of the temnple, they ivould bc reduced to poverty; and for tii reason
they refused to continue the work, averring &'The time is net cone, the timce that
the Lord's house sbould be built.' And what was the resuit? The negleet of
this duty brought upon them the very evile which they feared. The Lord sent a
parching drouglit upon their fields. and innote tbemi with blasting, and mildew, and
biail in ail the labour of their hands. &'Ye have sown mucli,' it is said, 'and bring,
in little; ye eat, beut ye bave not enough ; ye drink, but ye are -int filled it
drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warmn; and lie that earnetb wages, earn-
etb wagee te put it into a bag with holes. Ye looked for mucli, and, Io, it came
to little ; and when ye brought it bomne, I did blow upon it. Wby ? Because of
mine bouse that is waste, and ye run every mani unto *bis own biouse.' But ob-
serve what happened when these Jews, instructed by the prophets tlaggai and
Zechariali, siaw and repented of their sin and their folly, and resutc'd earnestly
tho building of the temple. The prophet was sent to themt with the choc-,ring mes-
sage, 1 Frei this day 1 bless -yu.'

And the fourtb nassaiye to which we inviee epecial atten'tion, is 2 Corinthiane
ix. 6 "But tbtis ïI Say, He wbe soweth spar;ngly shall reap aIse sparinglv - and
he who soweth bountiftully sihall reap aIse bountif'ulIy.' The Apostle' is here
urging upon the niembers of' the Cburch in Corinth the duty of raising a suni of
nxoncy for the relief of the paoo saints that wcro in Judea. Hie points out the ar-
guments and motives by wbich they should be influenced in doing se ; and then
adds, ' But thie I say'-bcar tii specially in mmnd- He that soweth sparingly
sahal reap also sparingly ; and bie who sowcth bourrtif'ully shail reap aise liounti-
fully.' These wordalbave generallybeen explained in aspinitual sens4e, as holding
ont the promise cf'r-piritual blessing8 ; Lut it seemes te us aiinifest, both froin the
inport of the ternis; and from the nonnection, that tbey are to be taken litearally,
and that the recompense cf' whicb tbey speak is a liberal return for the money
contribu ted. Every o lunows tbat the erop reaped corresponds to tbe seed sovn ;
that the mnan who sows corn, reape corn, and tbat the amount of' the preduce in
barvest dcpends upon the quantity of seed sown. Now tbe seed wbich tbe-se per-
sous were askcd te sow is money ; they were to cast it into the fleld cf' Chris-
tian benevolence; and the assertion made is, tbat it would retura te them, and
that the aniount which each was to realize would correspond to that whicbi ho
gave. 11e that gave littie would get littie and ho that gave mueh would have a
large return. They were not te imagine that wiLat he asked them te contribute
for the hielp of' the poor .Jewisb saints were bast; no, it would, as lie said to tbe
Philippians, produce 'lfruit that wriuld abound te their account.' Lt is true that,
lîke tbc grain cast into the cartb, it would disappear for a tume; but, likeo sowa
grain, it would, in the reccinpen-ing providence of God, reappear,,and cornte hack
te thein w'itb a rich increxee. That titis ie tho ineaninfr, je obvions, we think,
front the appeal which the Aposties make te the power eof God. Persons woe
%di1oosed tliea, as they are eUhl te, ask, 'ý1fow can this be ? Tho reply cf Paul is,

'Gd je ablù te do! t.' RIe dees flot, as is usual witli bin wthcn speakin- of
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