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othe horiion., Our carthly life is, how-
çver, for te nuost of us perfectly enjoyable.
iVe thauik God fer this fact. Our world is
nlotaf plaice of unimitigatetd torment. We
thank our Fater i lu itven for the peals
ut jovous laugitc, that often, for a ti:ne,
d1ron the, wait of sutlring. WVe thank
liri for the siies of bappincss that often
hlide the teairs of inisery.- We thauk 1-lim
for the rays of liope, by wvhieh, ever and
,non, lie dispels the darkness of despair.
But «e thiidk thàt it will lie reatlily granied
t'y every 011e that benleath the ripling
wayes, whiehi sparlile in the sutabenis of
joy, on the great strcaun cf human lifo,
ihero is a deep tindercurrent of suffering.
Goa is riakiiig tho book of Providence
from the record of inent's bitter experi-
afces.

Suffering is a restrainit on wickedness.
in the present life God uses it te curb li-
«ntiousuiess. Ie restrains, if Rie does nlot
ehsju, sin by pain. Every transgressor of
hwr makes bis owui scourge or forges his
own fcttcrs. The dark ses of humnan de-
pravity would soon enguif our %vorld alto-
;,erler were no limnits set te its swellipg
ede by the banks of sufFering aond death.
IVere the inhabitants cf the earth ripe for
etermination we would flot reqtîire the
waters of a second deluge te swceep themn
away. OaJy let us have the foantains of
iiidquity opened up-aIl the wild passions
of meni let loase-ond ail the barriers by
rhieh stiffering opposes the overflewing of
tvii remnovcd, and the whîole lauman race
irosld soon Uc buried in the grave of its
otncorruption. Suppose astate of hunian
sodety in wvhielî discase in ail its hideous
fornîs yiclds plcasti ie in.jteati of pain-that
!easuality produces dcliglit witli surfait-
thit A desires may lic frcciy indulged with-
Dit raushîig misery-that the gressest ap-
petites May be fcd without producing sati-
ty-that vice wiîîs ionour iuistead of dis-
crace, and crime is rewarded instead of
being punishced-then it is nlot more certain
that the erpee would pu trify than thant se-
Ciety would destroy itself. By the penalty
of suffering mati le indlnced te respect laws
whose operatiexis seoutre the purity and per-
maneace cf buman Society.

Comnion experience abundantly proves
the fact thant the way of tratisgressers ia
hard. Vire is the seed of miscry. Great
sinners are generaliy grcat stîllvrers. It is
not among the virtuotus but the vicieus
that the greatcst amoint cf wrctelicdnes ie
found. 'rhcre is far more wceping aud
waiiing on the broad îvay ivith ali its plea-
sures than on the narrow îvay wvitli alt its
self denial. Vice iînpoverishces and. ruins
thousands for one that it ennies. Tic
drcgs and pests cf society are for the most
part vicieus and godiess. Ungo dly coin-
mînnities are generaiiy hot-bcds cf crime.
Abodes of misery are often dens cf iniquity.
1Profligoy is the parent cf pcverty ; sensu-
ality le the begeuting cause cf di-sease and
death; dislionesty is tUe pathway te dis-
grace; tUs batnes of vice are tUe banquet-
iit-halîs cf wvretchedness and dustitution.

Much vice le restrained by tho fear of
punislbment. Mcn whc bave ne fear ofasin
dread it8 consequences. They may cane
notbing about offending God, they are cane-
ftil net te injure thecir bealth. They msay
have ne conscienticus serupies, but they
are frighetened of iosing their menicy. They
do net fèar the anger cf God, but they fear
tUe penalty cf disgrace. The dread cf the
félitn's ccii, or the gaibewvs, prevents many
a cnimninal nct. God prevents %vickedness
by making suffening the penalty cf trans-
gression.

Sufiering developes chanacter. The
dcepest, îaost iastiug, and rnest pewcerfui
experouces of our life are begotten ln sut-
fianing. Our characters are mouidcd net
se mach by what we enjoy as by %vhiat we
endure. It is tUe shaking of tUe storin.
that fastens tUe moets cf the cat, firmly in
the earth. It is the wvinds of trouble that
fasten the roots cf character dcep in the
soit cf eur bciug. The veteranis in life's
great, brie are net rotked in the lap Vc
luxury and care, but in the cradie of hard-
sbip and suffening. The %wour.di cf serrow
may lose their pain, but they bcave their
sear behind themn, and often, unconscicus1y
te ourselves, like the hcaled- up wounds cf
the soldicr, tbey fonm the mest premineî.c
featunes cf car characters. The marks of
trial becorno the eviderices cf nianhood.
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