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sidered erack mughroom enltivators for the Londen
marhet the year through,  There were at that time
but very few mushroom cultivators aboat London, s0
that a goud price was alwavs obtained. 1 1ccollect
my cmployer would never sell nuder 1a. per pottle,
(that s, & strawherry pottley for the buttons, and a
siall hat punnet for the open or tlat mushrooms 5 hut
I have Enown them sold in quantities at that time
trom < Gd, to s, ud per pottle, and when very
scaree, 1 have knowa a few sold for half o guinea o
pottle. .

1 next undertook the minarement of a mneh wmore
extensive market garden, on the Sarrey side of Lon-
don, Whete paaes, grapes, eucumb. s, welons, salads,
and vegetables, &, were foreed very carly and ex-
tensively § but mushrooms had not then been atiemp-
ted. 1 soun set about it, however, on a very exten-
sive seale, aud atso the mannfacture of spawn, which
I tully cotered into, with great suceess; and 1 was
hiere engaged by the then Lord Mayor's couk to teach
his gavdener to cultivate mushrooms.

1 had now greatly simplified the Oldacre system, su
that any one could grow mushrooms who could geta
little dune and some fresh carth; good loamy holl-
1z or sall soil certainly is best.

How I first arvived at this was as fullows . Twas
removing an old worn-out bedt in dry weather, in
sinner e, when 1 oobserved how  the spawn had
ran fato the caritlicas woll asanto the nmadk or huter
that rl been wast 3 and teuaddoa wboul neae the
bed 1 oat once asked myseif, why tihe s much
pains and trouble in preparing and drying the dung
to b the mushovom beds? S0l set to darectls,
and wnl Lol wiloih e dung now o the stables,
Ly chabing it only a small partion of the longest
dry litter, intermixing with it a quantts of the
natural varth there at command, rammuag and tread-
jug it duwa as fiemly as pussible to the desred size
aul depthoor hddght. Moo was al vtice sevured the
£ pr perties of the manure and sl and geaial
hect, wirt out a chance of burning or bucvming tou
mo -t fuelh a composition. in a geuwa! sitaation,
will otentimes actually bireed or prodiuce spawn
Witheut using aruficial spawn.  Beds made on tus
priaapt wlnays produce mushoo s 14 abatdauce,
of the fine st and heaviest hind, and contio o to bear
or prodace them for many months. Afer the beds
have fur some time been in bearing, and are begin-
ning to get dry. we always water wath tepad clear
s c-water, made or furmed oaly from sheep. deer,
ur cow-dung : no chimney soot or lime is used for tlis
purpose, 1t is astonislung the long ime a mushroom
bed may be heptan full bearmg by Uus ssmple treat-
taent.

Foi the lust thiny years I have made my beds
vanirely on the floor in sheds § carrning 3a the stable
dung as we bring at fresh, and a <suficient quantity of
soil at the same tine, incorporating and mxmng st
well together, treading and rammmng armlv down.
letting 1 remain five ov sivdays ; then shaking it up
atd jotcrmaaang ic well togetber 3 and af 1t i found
formentaz, a8 we consider,  touv strong. we add
mure Sal. treading and ramming down as before
Very sovnt afternwards it is ready to spawn and case
withsoil 3 when, a very geatie genial heat and morg-
ture being secured, these properties ave afterwards
fully maintained.

In winter we make our bed<. when fivished and
casced, abont 10 or 1 daches thich, aud 1n summer
about 6 1ches Jess, thus seeuting mushrooms every
day an the year,

{Gut readers will observe that Mr Barnes’s system
1~ wmuch saupler than that 1 geaeral wee, aud requires
less time s preparation.  The mu<hrooms are as well
seunnt at Dicton as the 1 aaes, which s equivalent to
sasing theg are as well done as at any place in Eng-
laud. 11 1 .d]
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Charms of a Country Life in Winter.

TWO JICTLRES.

© Ye denizens of the cits, what know ye of these?
At 7 4 o this 31st day of December, 1864 my
{houglts revert to you, now shurbering amid your
walls of brich, as I Look out on the noble foregt
stretehing along my right with the sloping laws be-
fore me, w'nl ta mj 1 ft lies the garden, now baried
deep in snon.  Iuw sublinely siill and grand the
scene! The lofty trees and clumps of cvergreens,
clothed. Bike the lillies of the valles, in mantles of
-putl s white, through which may be seen the most
picturesque and fanciful views, with groups of fantas-
1ie figures the whole presenting a perfeet fairy scence 3
anTall this wondorfal change, wroaght by naturc™s
Batidy wouh, whilst T has ¢ been soundly siceping on
wy bed of comfort.  What know ye of these lovely
works of Nature's God?  Ye who pursue the
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* Lying vanitlos of lifo,
Yo cver templing, over chicating train !
Whero are ye now, atnd what §3 your amouat ?
Vexaoa, disippointinent and remorse,
Sl ftehoning thoueht ! and yet, deluded man,
A soctie ofcruds disjulnted viston pxast,
And Lrolen slumbers, nis g still resolvedt
With new tlushed hopwes to run tho giddy round.*

You can searcely have an idea how the acart of
man swells up with wonder, love and gratitude to the
Giver of all good, when on waking he opena his ¢yes
upon such a wonderful exhibition ot his power a3 the
seene botare e displys Yesterday, a2 I retired to
rest all uatur s lay stripped and bave  Now bebold it
clothed as >olomon in ail his glory never was, and as
uo potentate, with all the wealth he nay acctmulate,
ever can b Yes, country life has its charms, its
sweet repose of spirit, and at no time more so than at
this season, when driven from out«loor pursuits one

hag ime to contemplate nature in her grander ex-
bibitions,  Spring bas its loveliness and beauty, but

its changes, though wonderful, are gradual, and come
upon us nmore understandingly ; the buds swell and
orcn little by little till the Jeafless forest is again
clothed with its covering of verdure, upoa which the
cye delights to dwell. ~ Summer brings with it its
flowers ot marvdllous variety, aud so delightful to
contemplate 3 and autuma its stoves of plenty, tempt-
ing the appetde with us laserous fraits, but winter,
sturn Winte o, o wivne in it nuracalous wonders, hike
the et ac I Lave desenibed, whiclh whilo I wnte s
fast venishing, and &5 Lagain lovl out un the land-
scape, upon which at early morn my eye dwelt with
suCh debigat, st gune as mysteniously asit came.

Now when we consuder the power o3 God exercised
it the chergus ol nature to produce ths eflect, we
are lost in wonderand amazement.  Speakmng on this
snbject, a sereetatic writer on heat, remarks:—* 1 have
seen the wild stone avalanches of the Alps. which
smohe and tuunder down the dechivities with a ve-
bemence alnvst suflicient to stun the observer. 1
hare also seen snow flahes descending so sofily as
not to hurt the fragile spangles of which they are
composed 3 vet to produce fiom aguenus vapour o
guanuty of that tender matter whichh a child conld
caery, demands an exeruon of encergy competent to
gatherup the shattered blocks of the largest stone
avalanche I have ever seen and pitched them twice
the height from which they fell? Need we woader
then at the amazement with which the mind contem-
plates a scene so suddenly and secretly wronght, and
that 1t is led to acknowledge the truth of the declara-
tion—* great and marvellous are thy works, Lorl
God Almighty.”

So fir a cerrespondent of the Coun'ry Genllenan.
Not tn spoil the beautiful picture aboic-drawn,
but 1o show the other sido a3 rendered by & pencit
not Lees praphic, we clip the following «attact fivin
the = Flirvor™s ‘Fahle™ of The Worlicalurist. 1 s
evidertly a L1y’ handt which holds tie penal ia
thiv ease

“How I dread the winter and the enow 5 I never
toved b Itis s colid, so glittering, so shroud-lihe.
1 think of the earth ag vne great charnel-house, where-
in decay jostles the dead with vudenes.. I teel the
slow procession of the hous, as separately they pass
along in one vast funcral train. 1 fear the snow, for
it turhs to 2 blank all the heauntiful bhook that the
south wind and the west wind, and the warm run
opens fur ustoread. It frightens allmy littte tovers,
the ground-sparrow and the treesparrow, and the
haiy-lid, and the bee,and it hides all the sammer-
brooks su deftly that nune cun tind thein, savesweet
spring, and she steeps. Whyshonld 1love the snow?
Fam fuir* and shivering whun it falls upon me, and 1
loathe the heavy garmnents I mast don. When I fold
away the pretiy adoraings thature fitted to the season
of the morning-glory and the sweat-pea, when I con-
sign 1o the dark wardrohe, the transparent scarf and
the pearl-white dress, I wrap upan thar foldings
many a tear that will fall, despite my wouanly cour-
age. May it please Gon, 1 dic not in the days of the
hoar-frost and the Mack (rost, of sleet and white
driving snow! 1should leave the world gladly, for-
retting Lo thank heaven forits beauty and execeding
loveliness. 1 should stretch out my hands towards
the Lannered golden city, built of emerald, and
amethyst, and sapphiro, forgetting that cven with
such a1l my pathway here been paved.  Ishould lie
impatently on my sick couch, * biding my time.”
I would histen for the melody of therapt serapbsnear
the throne, not remembering that the Lord had pre-
pared richest music for iy car many thousand times,
when I had not cven prayed for it Ishould say.
« Thank Gon, I die!? rather than, *Bless Gob that [
havelived.”

(Incapacity.) like mnrder, “ willcat.” Some say
the defect is in my head. I think 1t 8 in my heel,
where there is o #hocking chilblain. I think Thetis
must have plunged mo in the Styx, as sho did Achil-
leg, all but my heel by swhicl sho hela me, and that
this spot is the only onc vuloerable to Jack Frost.

I have had only ono sleigh-rido this winier. Judge
whether it was a joyfal one when it led mo to a hovel
where an insufticiency of lights, fire, food and cloth-
lng made winter decadful.  You kuow I hate sleigh-
ing, and snow, and ice, and all other manifestations
of cold weather,  When I am queen, in my reahn
thero shall he no winter, but one long, golden, glow-
ing summer,  Ther shall be @ perpetunl shower of
rose leaves on my grass, and the poplar Jeaves shall
be the only creatures to shiver nﬂ the ycar round
Thero shall be a violet-colored twihight to st all
might, nud sweet sondi winds in the morning. I uam
asutnmer child, and teue to the season that gave me
birth. How can youlikesnow? It is so unmeaning,
dead, stifling. I would rather see the coarsest brown
furrow in dear mother carth's wrinkled face, than all
tbe brilliancy of frost, and snow inwhich poor shuver-
ing morlals rejoice.”

O

Distance Aranr ror Stoawpermes.—I invariably

plaut in rowes aud never inbeds.  1hold that the objee-
tions to planting in beds areso great and so palpable,
that it will adwit of no discussion whatever. My stand-
ard rule is to plantin rows three feet apart, and plants
two feet in the row.~—Cor. Jlort.

Tur Ding Grave ror Wine—~Mr. I, C. Drelm,
Waterlov, N. Y., thinks that the Diana grap is supe-
rivr to the Delaware for wine,  He says that the Diana
mahez a wine fit to setl in 11 months, andit bringsa
muclt bighor fprice than that made from Delawaroe
grapes. The Diana, being o very rampant grower,
dous best on o hight, moderately tfertile sandy loam,
that is dry natarally or well underdrmned.

Srrawpeney Crrrink IN FraNce, <It appears they

are begiuning to appreciate the stool system of cul-
ture in Fraace, as well as we, thanks to the labours
of Mr Knox. M. Gleede, ia his recent work on the
Strawberry, ¢ Les Bunnes Fraises, manicre de les Cul-
tiver pour les avvir awmaximum de beawle,” says the
difference of produce hetween that of a plant wiih the
runners regularly cat off, and one left 1o em.t them
freely, is, incredible. Digging buetnweea the rows
is 10 be avoided ; and the old leaves should he
left for the protection of the plants till February or
March,

Sozy ron i Grare — It 13 a curious fact that very

rich and Lighly manured land has rarely produced a
grape that would yield a high quality of wine. The
grape that contains the most saccharme matier will
make the hest wine and the different vacieties differ
widely in the proportion of sagar. In Italy and in
Sicily the vory finost abd swecte~t grapes grow onthe
ruthy 1ubbish of voleanoes, and those that grow on
Liw ¢ ronhy wils ur alung ludlsades cosered wah ruchs
are rfien the best. Thesue fudis ought to teach us not
to select the tichost suils, sid pot to stall them wiih
organic manures, for the grape.  Iloughman.

Guare MiLpoyw Pruvestenv—~ Eo W, lerendeen, of
Macedon. N Y., who has recently visited the Experi-
mental Grounds at Washington, under the charge of
W. Saunders, informs us thiat come experiments for
preventing the mildew of the grape, by erecting «
chieap roof over them, scemed to answer {hie purpose
perficetly  The ronf, he states, may be simply o board
sixteen inches wde, ndiled to the poss. On a ham-
dred varieiiey treated in this way, not any mildew
was seen 3 while all the restin the same yard wero
entirely ruined.  Further experiments are necessary.
—~(. Genl.

Crivnn Devostexsis.—Thog, River, in ns Deseripe
tive Catalogue of Roses, the 324 cdition, remarks :—
“ Some persoas, ignorant of the nature of cultivated
roses, have dispuied the claims of this rose {o be a
climbing pillar rose. It evidently originated in same
strong shoot of Dlevonicnsis, and has retained its
character by hudding. lere it Las wmade shools 1)
feet long withoat putting forth any blossoms 3 theso
geaerally break forth in antumn.  The climbing
deviations are no rarity. Geant des Batailles has
sported ints a climber.”

Tur_Covconp. A gentleman, says the Massachn-
softs Ploughman, who bas been visiting the gardens
of Cleveland and the grape growers on the Jslands of
Lake Erie, says that —* Everywhere 1 went thisblight
was visible, and no variety wasexcmpt bu one.  This
showed leaves us green and as erisp as if in Jane.
One will want {0 know what vino bas such vemuih-
able vitality and such healthfulness aad vigour as to
pass uaharmed throush all the trying scenes of tins
tmost extraordinary season, and come out in ying
colours. I will el you. Itisthe blegsed Concorl.
I am aware that it is reporied as having done hadly
in parts of the East, but I am writmg for the West.
It i3 true, nlso, that the frait did retin some places
in the West, but I am sure that this was owing to too
thick planting, but overywhoro the foliage {a feosh
and perfect.”



