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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN,

much greater death than that of the body; and, in
this confidence, thay knew th¥t to live was Chriw,
to die was gain; and that in all that could befall
tiem, they were more than conquerors through him
who loved them. . _
The Lord’s hand was not shortened; they conti-
nued to pass unharmed sll that day, through the ice-
bYergs, thus resembling the church, the company of
the faithful people, sgainst whom the gates of hell
shall not prevsil, and whose enemies are continually
driven back when just prepared to swallow them up.
Resembling also the individual believer, who, in the
strength of the Lord, and relying rolely upun him, yet
diligently and warily works his own way through the
legions of spiritual foes that overhang his path, and
steadily proceeds towards the oue object he has in
view, the haven of ret, It is yet invisible to his
sight, but he knows where it lics, and by the compass
of God’s word he can ea-ily satisly himself thst he is
steering thitherward, .
When night came on, the hearts of the poor ma-
rizers could net but droop. It was summer; but the
sir was rendered cold by s0 much ice, and the ice-
bergs Lecoming less numerous, had room ta dash
about more fieely, Providentially, the weather was
very calm; they committed themselves to the spe-
cial guardianship of Him to wham the night is as clear
as tle day, and sung ss they were accpstomed, a
hymn of praise. o :
Morning came, and most welcome it was : for
under the cheerful ray they beheld a long line of coast
stretcbing before them, crowned with groves and
smiling in all the beauty of rich vegetation. How re-
freshing tu the eye, how invigorating to the spirits of
the exhausted mariner. Very little ice remaiuved in
sight ; jest enough 10 remind them thatthey were not
quite safe until they could gain (he land, and.to in-
t¢uce tlem more cagerly under a full press of the can-
vass, that they now Loisted, to enter the clear har-
bour that opened before their view; where they ar-
rived, without having sustsined the slightest injury to
their persons or health,and found every want liberally
supplied by the compassionate hospitality of the in-
habitaots.— Chr. Guardian.

DPIRECTIONS FOR VISITING THE SICK.

. ‘1. In your srrangements for visiting and reliev-
ing cases of sickness among the poor, be always on
your guard against imposture. Go furward freely
and openly to the relief of suffering wherever you
fiod it, but be constantly awake to the probability that
you may in any case be deceived. Nothing surpass-
€8 the readivess with which the vicious poor resort
to a feigning of sickness and suffering in order to
procure undeserved charity, unless it be the adroit-
ness with which they carry their wicked schemes in-
to effect. Sometimes the disense is eutirely a fabri-
cation, and sometimes a little reality is made the ba-
tis of long continued indications of suffering. In
“fact, we often, by our own indiscreet and profuse
benefactions toa sick family, actually produce such
A state of things, that recovery would be s calamity.
We place them under a strong temptation to dissem-
~ ble, and the lesson once learned is not soon forgotten.

‘2. Be still and delicate and gentle inall your in-
tercourse with the sick. In fact, the same princi-
ple, in this respect, applies to moral and pbysical
treatment. That sttendant will do most towards
promoting recovery, who can carry the required mes-
sures irto the most regular and complete effect, and
yet in the easiect and gentlest manner,—the one who
can open and shut the door most guieily, and man-
age 5o asto have occasion most seldom to do it at
all; the one who can replenish the fire so as least to
attract the patient’s atlention, and give the fewest di-
rectionsin his hearing, and have the medicine or the
drink st lis lips at the proper time with the least
bustle of preparation; the one who walks softly, whose
tones are gentle, whase touch is delicate, and whose
countenance exhibits an expression of cheerful re-
pose: - such an one is most successful in soothing
and quieting the sensitive susceptibilities of acute dis
ease, and facilitating the sanitive influences which
medical skill, conjoined with the spontaneous efforts
of nature, bave diffused through the frume,

£3. Be frank and open with the sick. Gentleness

. {fession, finds a refuge in a Mediator, which it cannot
Teleswhere find.

and delicacy must never be allowed to degenerate;
into indirectness and artifice. DBe oper, and frank,'
and honest, in all you do, This is the only rafe
principle, in fact, in all modes of religious influence,
If you want to pursue a course which shall do the
least good, and give the greatest offence, your wisest
way is to adopta system of manceuvring hiuts, and
inuendos. When we attempt to conwey secret reproof
or instruction by the Janguage of indirectness or in-
sinuation, in order to save offence, we loose our
labour if we are not understoed, snd we give offnce
in the most awkward and unpleasant manuer pessible,
if we are,

‘4. While we are plain and direcs in dealing with
the sick, we mnst remember their weakress, and net
exhaust them by such a course as shall furce them o
active cffort in our intercouyse with them. So far as
intercouise with us is concern¢d, the mere passive
we leave them, the better. Every exertion, mental
or bodily, fatigues them. Forming a mental eonelu
sion on the most simp'e point is often a burden,

‘5. We must remember that it is not alarm or sgi-
tation, or the giving up of theological errors, or per-
ceiving new theologieal trugh, which can prejare the
soul for death;—but a change of heast. This slarm
or agitation, or this change of theological opinien,
may often be, especially in cases of health, the an-
tecedent step: and the labours of the preacher may
ofien be drected toshe production of thew, Budi
they nre only means to. an end, and there sre some
,peculisr reasons why, in sickness, the aitempt to pro.'
idnce them should be aveided. Jn sickuess, the ene-
my i« as it were, di-armed. . He lies defenceless
and belpless in the hands of God, and our policy is

fore him the bread of life, in hopes that she Holy Spirit
will dispese Lim to eat of it and live.

I need scarcely say, that the mercy of God in
Jesus Christ, is the main truth to be thus presented
to the mind of the sick or dying sinner.. The need of|

snd disbelieved before. The soul distressed, burden-
ed, rtruggling invaia to escape its load by mere con-

““ God so Juved the world, that he
gave his enly-Legotten Son, that whesoever believetiy
in him should net perish, but have everlasting Lfe,”—
comes home like eold water to the thirsty soul. There
is no snbstitute for it.  Nothing else will soothe and
cabn the troubled spirR under the anguish of bitter
recollections of the past, and dark foreledings for
the future,

* &. Do not try to accertain the effect of your in-
slructions to the sick,. Do what you caa, butleave
the rerultto be un{olded at a future day. Fhe rea-
sons for this direction are two. First, you caanot
ascertain # yeu fry; and secondly, you will g neral-
ly do injury by the attempt.

*First, you cannot ascertain if you try. The ia-
dications of piety and also of impenitence upon a sick-
bed, are both exceedingly delusive.. So much de-
pends upon- characler, temperament, constitution,ha-
bits of expression, &e., that the most dissimilar ap-
pearances may be exibited in eases where the spirit-
ual state is substantially the same. ln one case,the
heart is really changed, but the subject of the change
dares not believe it, and still less dares ke express
any hope of it ; and his darkness and despondency
would be mistaken, almost universally, for continued
impenitence and unsubmission. Another deceived by
the illusions which we have slready explained, finds
a false peace which, the more baseless it is, the more
confidently ke exjresses it ; and Christians very
rarely question the sincerity of professions, unless
they are compelled to do it by gross incousistency of
conduct.

¢ These difficulties exist, it is true, in other cases
besides those of sickness, and they should teach ys
to be less eazer to ascertain the immediate results of
our efforts, than we usual'y ate; and less credulous
in trusting to them. But they apply with tenfold
force to sicknese, whether it be i the sufferings of o-
cute disease,or in the glow lingerings of decline. The
world is shut out, and (he ordinary test—the only safe
ope, —the fruit, is here excluded.

* Then, secondly, we do injury by endeavouring to

to come to him in the gentlest manuer possible, out
of regard to his physical feebleness, and just lay be-

a Saviour is felt then, though it muy have been denied.

pressing him to give s an answer to the claims wi¥§.
we present to Lim. M we lay truth and duty be N
bim, and ssit were leave it there, his health will 19,
fer fur lrgs than if we fullow it with a sort of md
sition into its effects. To bear un examina‘ion is v
hard work when the subjeet i- strong and well ; Y
exhausting and irritating to the last degree in sickn

especially when the patient weuldhardly know M
to express his feelings, even if they were distint
developed and matured; and heis, in faet, only ’§
ginning to experience new states of mind, wh
he scarcely understands himse!f, and certainly c*§

net describe. 1)
“ It is far better, both fer ourselves, and for t! ?
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person who we wish te benefit, that we should *§
make much effort to remove the veil whieh ha™§
over his future condition.

Weshall go on with ¢
work in a more humble manner, and in a better f
vit, if we feel that the duty only is eurs ; and the
sult of it God’s ; and the sinner who has postpo
repentance till summoned te his sick chamber, ¥
be most sure of being safe at last,ifhe does not thi'§
himself safe teo soon.— hid. :
To be concluded in our next number.
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CHUREH 90CIETIES

To the Editors of the Colonial CAurchman.

Gentlemen,

The signature whieh will be appended to this eo¥
municatien may perbaps remind you of a foermer %
ter in which I attempted to advocate the eause O/f
Domestic Missionary Society. Although the Chur@
Societies now in progress are not precisely sim¥§
to the one there eontemplated, yet | am so sinct
a well-wisherto our Zion, that I hail every attenf}
to promiote her welfare with unfeigned satisfactiof
and most happy am | te congratulate her memb¢f
upon the prospects of advantage to be derived fr%f
their establishment.  Only let us not faint, ner %
zeal beeome eold; and if we proceed with prayer 9%
a proper spirit, we shall inevitably perceive this ge''§
of our infant exertions take root downwards 8%
bear {ruit upwands. May I suggest to all who W
ship at our altar, the necessity and the duty of ¢
rolling themselves in these Soeieties. ‘,,

It gath pleased the Almighty Ruler of the Univerg
in his iuscrutable wisdom, to permit that our chur§
should become' dependant (ﬁuﬁmnly speakime YR
the exertions of her members ; and we cannot dot¥
that many and wise purposes are'thereby propos®§
Shall they be frustrated by eur Jukewarmness,
indifference, or our selfishness > May we not imag"Q
that one purpose is te search us and to try us,'g
know. whether it be in eur hearts to spare of wh§
He hath given us for His service ; and if we
thus, will He net bless us in proportion to our ré§
diness—Dbless us above all in things spiritual, but 2/4
even in things temporal, ¥et let me urge upon 4%
that the amount of individual subseription is not
test of our readiness:.it is true that the rich shoV
give liberally for,saith the inspired writer, by ¢ libe®
things shall he-stand’ ;. but it is the number who €
give their mite that Lallude te.. The eonditions?
membership are such that every. one, the very hn®
blest, may come foriward, and let it be their boast §
doso. It isno vainthingto-assert that if they wo¥3
thus act, they would experience a large increasé
happiness and prosperity even in this life, and W%
isfar better, a cordial in the hour of deuth, The'g
considerations might arnuse the coldest, but W/
vour permission %will go further and assert ¥4
more, mueh more, is required than mere contr®y
tion. Money simply considered can never adva
the. cause of Christianity, although with Gop's ble “
ing upen its prudent use it may become a poweF §
agen$: but it is not this alone, it is the spnrlt"
truth, unity, and concord, that is required; an€§
those who contribute weuld hallew their offering *g
prayer for its efficacy, endeavquring at the s2™
time to render theirlives the patters of haliness 8 §
justice, we might indeed expect the spread of ¥
religion and sound dectrine to be propertion®” g
great. There is a eontrary eonduet, for we %
told that *“there is that withholdeth more thas #
meet, but’’ saith the wisest man that ever exis" ]

ascertain.  We barass and futigue the paient, b)

‘¢ it tendeth to poverty.”



