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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

I

with four smaller children than I am, and not able to

give me better clothes. I work in the factory most
of the time, but the water is low, and 1 have not work
to-day, so I am picking barberries for my mother to
buy me a pew jacket with.” A tear coursed down
the cheek of the lady, who was ot au inattentive
spectator to the scene. ¢ George, my son,” said shs,
“ is it kind in you thus to address this poor boy, who
is not, as you are, blest with an indulgent father
to pravide him with food and clothes?’ The kind-
hearted woman had touched atender chord, for George
was not destitute of tenderness and manly feelings.
He burst into tears and entreated his mother to give
the poor boy some of his clothes. The barberries
were immediately purchased of the little fellow, for
which he received enough to buy bim a jacket and
trowsers. Nor did the kiud-hearted mother of George.
confine her liberality to the boy with his barberries.
The poor boy’s mother has since shared liberally of
ber munificence, which she ever receives with the ut-
most gratitude.—Fall River Monilor.

From the Missionary.

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

™ ¢ While our Lord lived on earth, he reserved the

ower of ordaining ministers, to himself. He gave
the Apostles and the seventy disciples a commission
to preach, but never allowed them to communicate
that commission to any other. This was his own

prerogative, which he would not impart to others,

whilst he visibly governed the Church iu person. Af-

terwards when the Apostles were the chief visible
governors of the Church, they ordained ministers.”
All the Apostles together ordained the seven deacons
in the Chureh of Jerusalem; Paul and Barnabas or-
dained Presbyters in every Cburch they visited; Ti-
mothy ard Titus,—Bishops of Ephesus and Crete,—
ordained ministers in those Churches; but there is not
an instance inthe first centuries of any mere Presbyter
ever exercising this power. ¢‘ [thath not been heard
of,> says Hooker, ** that infer.or Presbyters were ever

authorized to ordain.”

Another power peeuliar to Bishops, and which in-
ferior ministers were never known to exercise in the
early ages of the Church, is that of the laying on of]

hands vpon those who are baptizad, in the holy ordi-
nance of confirmation.

the Christian religion, such as * repentance, faith and

baptism.” It appears from seripture to have been the
practice of the Apostles to'lay their hands on the dis-
ciples after baptism; which is wbat Bishops, their suc-
cessors in the government of the Church, still do, in
We read in the Acts, that when Pbi-
lip the deacon went down to Samaria and converted
and baptized many Sawmaritans, the Apostles, who
were still at Jerusalem, sent two of their own body,
Peter and John, ¢¢ who, when they were come down,
prayed for them, aad laid their hands on them, and
in like manner,
when St.Pavl came toEphesus he laid hands on twelve
disciples, who had already been baptized; ‘* and
when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy
Ghost came on them.” These authorities from Scrip-
ture, joined to the universal practice of the church in
the first centuries, prove that the power of admi‘ms-
tering confirmation is strictly apprepriated to the high-
est order of the Ctristian Minictry. This subject
wi'l be more fully cousidered, when we come to treat

coufirmation.

they received the Holy Ghost.”

of the rite of confirmation.

Priests, or Presbyters, have authority given them
Biskop to preach, to baptize, to
consecrate the Lord’s Supper, and to offer up the

by thbe ordainin

public prayers of the Church. Al these duties, ex-

cepting that of consecraling the eucharist, belong als

soto deacons, and he isautborized to assist in adminis-
tering the communion, yet neither Presbyters nor
Deacons can exercise any of (hese dutics, without the
Bishop’s permistion; because, as we have before re-
maked, ““all offices annexed to the cure ofsouls,
have constantly been understood to belong primarily
to the Bistop, and to be executed by the inferior or-
dersof Presbyters and Deacons only io subordination
to him.”” We have, in Scripture, the examples of the
seventy disciples, who were of the lowest order Qf
ministers, going forth to preach the Gospel; and Phi-
Jip the Deacon both preached and bsptized;—hence

The rite is reckoned by St.
Paul among the “ first principles,” or rudiments, of]

to preach and baptize. ‘The distinction of powers,
then, is briefly this; to Bishops belong the exclusive
right of ordaining and administering confirmation; to
Presbyters, besides authority to preach and baptize,
and offer up the prayers of the Church, the power is
given of consecrating the holy encharist; Deacons
are empowered to preach, to baptize, to offer public
prayers, and to assist the Priest in administeriog the
Lord’s Supper.

We shall here conclude sl! that we have at present
to offer on the Ministry of the Church; thinking that
we have already made it sufficiently ¢ evident untc
all men, diligently reading holy Secripture and ancient
Autbors, that from the Apostles’ time there have been
these Orders of Ministers in Christ’sChurch,— Bish-
ops, Priests and Deacons.”

We think it oune of the strongest proofs to be de-
sired in faveur of Episcopacy, that no other form of
Church government can be proved to have existed,
from the Apostles’ times, until the sixteenth century.
We would therefure adopt the lanzuage of one, than
whom no man was ever belter entitled to the epithet
¢ judictous,” and say, ¢ A thousand, five hundred years,
and upwards, the Church of Curist hath now gonti-
nued under the sacred regimen of Bishops. Nei-
ther, so long, bath Christianity been ever planted in
any kingdom tbroughout the world, but under this kind
of government alone; which, to have been ordained
of God, I am for my own part, even as resolutely per-
snaded, as that any other kiad of government in the
world whatsoever is of God.””

The Chureh thus established we eonceive to be
one, because it is always so represented in Scripture.
¢ The Lord added to the Church daily, such as should
be saved;’ ¢ God bath set some in the Church; first
Apostles, secondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers;’
¢ Feed the Church;’ ¢ Tellit untothe Churck;’ ¢ If he
veglect to hear the Church;’ ¢ Give none offence to
the Church of God.) Surely we may be permitted,
after such examples, to speak of ¢ THE Church;’
for we no where read of more than ¢ oNE Catholic and
Apostolic Church;’ and this is always spoken of in
terms importing the strictest and most inviolable unity.
Chirist is said to be the Héad of the Church, and the
individual members of which it is composed, cousti-
tute © his body,’ ¢ As the body is onE, aund hath ma-
ny members, and all the members of tha¢ ong BoDY,
being many, are oNE BODY, 80 also is Christ; for by
one Spirit are ye all baptized into oNE BODY; now are
they maoy members, yet bul oNE BopY.” With such
representations of the intimate union subsisting be-
tween the Divine Head, and ali ithe members of his
mystical body, Christians ought surely to be scrapu-
lously careful “that theve be no schism in the body.”
To say that there can be more than oNE pure and
Apostolic Church, is to admit that many bodies may
be united to ons head, which is monstrous and ab-
surd ;—* Ye are THE BoDY o,f Christ,’ says St. Paul,
¢ and members in particular.”

—

FORSTER’S LIFE OF BISNOP JEBB.

These beautiful volumes have just come into our
bands, being among the latest issues of the Loudon
press. We do not wait to read them before we cull
some of the delightful illustrations which they bear,
of the justice of that public sentiment, which uni-

respondence.  The volumes are adorned with two
almost inimitable handwriting.
Greek and Hebrew character, could bardly be sur-
passed.  The specimen of his writing with bis lefl
band after the right was disabled by palsy, is as

formly designated him, long before his death, as
‘ the good Bishop of Limerick.” The biography is
by bis_ ‘‘daily companion” and ‘¢ his own familiar
friend,” the Rev. Charles Forster, formerly the
Bishep’s Chaplain, and cohtains_ portions of hrs cor-

portraits cf Bishop Jebb, und with fac similes of his
The specimens of

Sept. 27, 1775,
‘inguished in literature.
he records this pleasing incident—more precious than
any intellectual trophy could be.. Forty years after
bis death ¢“ one of my sisters in 1816, was passing

we infer that Bishops may lawfu'ly depute Deacons

beautiful as it is curious. We do not profess to give

any thing like an orderly account of the boek ; but
have set down, as our eye, in passing, caught them,
some few of the features of that daily beauty which
adorned his life.

John Jebb was born in the city of Drogheda,
The family have been much dis-
Of his father’s character,

through Drogheds, and went to look at the house in

which be had lived. Seeiug a very old man in the street
she asked, Who lives in that house ? Reing told,sh®
asked again, Do you not know who lived there for-
merly ? Yes, the old man replied, the best man that
Drogheda ever saw lived there— Alderman Jebb.—
My sister, I mu:t observe, wes utterly unknown i%
the place. If it be weakness, I trust it is an ex-
cusable weakness, to feel complacency in this testi
mony to the good name of my fsther, so long after
his death.” = Itis a weakness, mostassuredly, that
leans to virtue’s side.

His brother, the late excellent Judge Jebb, who wa#
ten years his senior, describes him as ** a gentle, sf=
fectionate child, somewhat hasty in temper, but nof
bold ; quiet and fond of reading, but at the sam®
lively and loving play. Though net backwards 18
learning, he was not remarkably quick.” Of bi#
school education, he says himself, that it was ¢ mis~
erably deficient. But though not a grounded seho~
lar, I carried away from Derry an awakened literary
taste ; and, if I do not deceive myself, a thoughtf
and tntrospective mind.” The latter expression is very
beautiful and very characteristic. By dint of great
exertion, he supplied ia after years, in great measure)
the defects of early education. Both in his succesfy
and in the effort which it cost him, there is anin”
structive lesson. Accurate learning is most easily 8c”
quired at first. Therefore, let parents, teachers, and
scholars look to the first habits of the mind. Greaé
acquirements inay be made by diligent application 18
after years. Therefore, ket none be discouraged by
the conseiousness of defective preparation.

Many plans were propesed for the young contem~
platist—for such he seems habitnally to have bees’
from the first— the linen business, the army, mediciner
the bar, *‘my own haakering,”’ he writes, ¢ wo®
always after the Church. My brother ssid you will
liveand die a eurate. This did not deter me.” Mr+
Jebb was ordained deacon in 1799, by Dr. Youngy
the Bishop of Clonfert, and entered immediately 08
a laborious Irish curacy ; io the dischaige of whos®
duties he laid the foundation of years of sicknestr
early decrepitude and untimely death. In every
place which he occupied, he was active and promisest
in the discharge of every duty ; and he has recor
ed the remark, most expressive of his own excelles?
dispositions, and mosi encouraging to others--*‘ >
always found my private studies most successful whe®
1 was most actively engaged in plans of public utility!’,’
On one oecasion, when he had asserted the rights G‘f
a candidate in a contested election, by reference &9
an act of Parliament, and gained the point, the cler
gymsn whose opinion he had thus opposed and de-
feated, made the remark, “ 1 thought Mr. Jebb was &
man who knew nothing but his Bible ; but I find that:
bhe is a man of business, and knows more than w8
all.” The same clergymaa was present when, fof
the first time he preached before the sssembled Clergy .
a Visitation Sermon., Many of bis friends comiof
up to congratulate him,Mr. Hare advanced, his bro¥
bent, bis person drawn up to its most commandif
height, and, in his roughest voice, accosted him thus¥
‘“Bir, I give you no credit for that sermon, Yo
stole it, Sir, youstoleit”” Recovered from bis ﬁl"‘,
surprise,Mr.Jebb inquired, ‘“May I ask from whence-
When, Mr. Hare’s countenance relaxing into a smilés
with a gentle tone and profound bow, he replied—
« From your own lifs-and cooversation.” —Such ws#
the man.— Ibid.

DUTIES OF MINISTERS TO THEIR HEARRRS,

Massiilon. justly observes, that the want of prayer i¢ th#
principal cause of the little good which the generality 9
pastors doin their parishes,notwithstanding they may ?’k‘
actly fulfil all other duties of the ministry. They tbi?”
they have performed their part well, when they have pef
formed what is commanded ; but by the small advantage "’,
cruing fromit, they miglit perceivethere is sometling wa?
ing. The minister who does not habituate himselr to 9
vout prayer, will speak only to the ears of the people ; b:'
cause the spirit of God, who- alone knows how to spé o
to.the beart,and who through the neglect ef prayer, has #
taken.his abode with him, will not speak by his mouth. ¢
Philip Henry thus wrole upon a studying day : * I forg?
when I began explicitly,and expressly to crave help {10
God, and the cbariot wheels droveaccordingly. Lord fof”
give my omissions, and keep me in the way of duty !” 1.’;.
deed, as an old divine observes, « If God drop not dowB ol
assistance, we write with a pen that hath no ink.
in the world need walk dependently upon God more g
others, the minister is he.”




