NFLL’S SELF DENIA’L

BY CBARLOTI‘E ABI\ OLD

Nell wais. & little “girly; onlj¥nine. years
old but she was: alrendy a’mémber of &
Socxety of Christian Jindedvor: ;For i in the
“town-in,

Al allow thelittle children, if they 85 desived;
-to become assocints members ofthe 1enrul:u
society. So.as it happened, ‘there werd
quite a number of these'small members in
the B—— Society, and their faithfulness
to the pledge was remarked*byjthe older
members, who often spoke of their young
associates as.bright examples-to them.

This par ticular small meriber, showever,
was in a deep study, and as she satin a
corner of the sofa, with her hedd propped
con her hand, and her brows ";'dmwn in
thoughtful lmcs, any one would have
known that a matter of grave iniportance
was oceupying her youthful mind, - “Hor.
mother, sitting opposite with heg sewing,
found.: time occnsnmmlly to wongder what
mighty problem was keeping Nell quiet so
lona for usually the restlessfect Xept their
little owner trotting hither and: thither,
and her tongue chattered like n nmsy mag-
pie, much to the annoyance, somgtimes, of
-her older brothers and sisters, who were
trying to get their lessons.

Indeed it was only that morning that
her brother Dick, after a fruitless a.tt;empb
to close his ears to the merry voice that
‘sang nonsense rhymes to her dog,: ca]led her
to lnm, and, aflixing a Columbus’ sbamp I:o
the laughing lips, szud

‘There, Nell I have phced the seal of
the government upon y ou, 50 see’ 1r you ean
keep quiet five minutes.’

But the energetic little clock ‘on the
mantel had ticked out six tiines five
minutes on this bright Saturday afternoon,
and still Nell’s spell of silence contnmed
"Her absorption was: so cumplete, that o
peremptory seratcli; and patheticwhine ab
the door was unheeded and even when
the. door, not -being’ unlutched v1elded to
the - pressure, . and ﬁrsb the white nose,
followed by.the black-nnd-tzm body of:her
favorite Scotch:collie Appeared, she still
paid no attention.. And Growler, finding

“that his little mistress took no motice-of
him, got up on the'sofw; andilaid the stick
he had brought her on“the edge of her

" then went to sleep.? After.a while, how:
1§ over, Nell woke from her. réverie, the quiet

i tongue unloosed and mother found that
the problem that was vexing Nell, was one
that has tried older souls—the problem of
giving. On the preceding Sabbath, as
4" Nell told her mother, the president of the
Christian Endeavor Society had read to
them o letter' from tho board of Foreign
Missions, asking the young people to join
in making a self.deninl. offering for the
cause of I*oxelr'n Missions, The need for
“ald was set forth'in_unmistakablo terms,
and besides Miss Carol, the president, had
spoken very earnestly and feelingly on the
subject fromi the Christian  Endeavor
standpoint, and concluded her remarks by
ealling for a- grand rally to the cause of
missions from every truc Clnistian En-
deavorer. She desired the secretary to

call the roll, "and she asked each one who
was willing to bring ‘something the next
Subbath that had. cost self denial, to re-
spond.

Nell was much impressed, both w1b1\ the
lotter and Miss Carol's talk, and had an-
swered, ‘T will,’ when hér name was
called> Butthe weeL was almost gone and
Nell had nothing to give, Shehad planned
that if any one should give her money dur-
ing the week to spend for herself, she

“would contribute that, but unfurtmmtely
she had not received a cent. Nell was
one of o Inrge family whose means were
limited, and as the children were used to
doing. w1thoub every thing but the actual
necessaries of life, there was not much of a
field for self-denial in their cvery-day life.
Sometimes an aunt or cousin gave Nell
aoney to spend on herself, bubalas! this
week had brought her. nothm"

This then was tho secret of Nell's deep
abstraction. She was planuing what she
could sacrifice for Christ's sake. Her face

~and voice were very rueful as after giving
her inother the foregoing-explanation, she
wenton :

¢TI haven't a smo'le thm"I can sell.

. Growler isn’t mine, 'md anyway, nobody
would want lum W hy, 1f the person who

e

'-l‘uch ‘she hved there was .noj
- Junior’ hocwtv, and. it wnssthe ﬁustom to|:

dress, and his: white nose,bemdo it, and;

-} wouldn't “you, : Growler ?” vAnd a8 t:he,
in his sleep; as- though to 80Y; . usb give
me half & chance.’. : L

At this momenbatmtter was heurd from
l:he bird hanging in’. the. “window. ¥ And,
looking up, Nellsaw the beautiful: goldeu
canary with its: head :between the .bars,

tw1ttex, thttex which- smd as plamly a8
possible, * Give me, frive mo." .

¢ No, no !’ cried” poor Nell, with both
hands over her-ears. ‘Donb ‘say . that
agnin, - little:: bird, - Did ‘you hear him
‘mammag, justas’ plmn as any thing, ‘give
me, give me I’ asked Nell. . “But I never
could nge my darling; good, little bird.’

“Nell's distress was very genuine,:for her
bird was her delight and:pride. It:had
such pretty ways, "and Nell had taught it
somany funny tricks, and. had even tau"ht
it to whistle the air of ‘“TIome, Sweeb
Home.” No, to' uive up Flufiie was out of
the_questiohi; no - one "could /expect it.
And Neil ‘wept and sobbed .4t the very
thought.. Her mother  tried . to comfort
her, by telling ‘that she need not give up
her bird, that no one .woild ever ‘think of
such a thmn' Shie told -her, too, that she
would give “her some money to contribute.

But Nell only- said, piteously,” ¢ Miss
Carol said we ought to be willing to give
up our very besb to Christ, who lmd glven
up so much for us.’

Mrs. Grey pitied the child very much, as
she watched the signs of the struggle that
was going on in her heart, while the bird
kept up an incessant hoppmg and dancing,
peeping at’ -Nell, and -twittering, ‘Give
me, give- me;:give:me,” until Mrs Grey,
like Nell, thought it sounded very plain..
At'this ]unctme > Mrs. Grey was called away,
and Nell was left to fight her, battle alone.
Reannot.stop now to tell you every stage
of the conflict; but only that a;half ‘hour
later Nell mwhb have been seen on her
way to Miss Carol's home with her precxous
bird carefully protected from-the clill air:.
When Miss Carol heard that Nell wxshed
to sell her bird, she at once offered to buy
it for two dollm s, and 50 Nell walked home
with: her self: demul money-held “tight in
‘herwhatid;* Miss Carol said nobhmrr but

:stingglo in_the sorrowful little “Face befora |’
-her,"and sho thought ‘Nell's offering xs
given in the true spmb of the Master.’
And she pondered.

The next cvening there was an unusual
number in attendance at- the Christian
Endeavor prayer-meeting. - Some
were’ strangers in the town ; others.who
were too often strangers in the society.
These may have wondered, as also did the
regular members, at the presenceof a
capary. in_the meeting.. It was a well-
regulated littlo bird, and 'in no wise dis-
turbed the assembly, but sat quietly on his
perch, looking about with its bright eyes,
ag though it wondered at this stmnqe, new
phase in its life. During the voluntary
exercises, -Miss Carol rose and told the
story, of the little bird, how. he was a self-

est -members, so that she inight aid in
-sending'the story of Jesus, the “Saviour of
children, to those who had never heard of
his wonderful love. Miss Curol pictured,
in graphic. language, the devotion of the
child for her pet, and the bitter heart- ache
it: caused her to part- with it, And then
without other comment, she simply ques-
tioned :

are older can make for Christ’s sake 7.
Just beforo the collection was takefi the
leader asked for a moment’s silent prayer.
Every head.was' instantly bowed, and a
solemn hush stole through the room, . But
presently through the stillness floated  low
sweet melody. The notes soft and faintat
first, gradually increased in strength until
rich, and clear, and high rang the jubilant
song, making one think of a triumphant
Gloria. l‘hen, just as each soul was fairly
captivated by the swelling notes,. a-de-
scending. trill was. executed ‘and like the
voice of a plaintive flute sounded the fami-
liar strain of *‘Home, Sweet Home,” and
again all. was still. Fluffie had found his
onportumby and improved it There were
some there who never forgot that night or
that occurrence, and whether due to the
influence.of the little girl’s-example,. or to

the wee bird's'song I know not, but there
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: |'bought - ‘him didn’t; hnppen to:! “suib; hxs'
fzmcy, he’d fly-at him and bite his;feet,

little girl patted his:head, the dog growledi

‘society.

looking - straight ‘at her, with 8" - Baucy’

‘against us, so' that the very ‘shrewdest of

‘her sharp eyes noted tho ‘signs of - the

who-

denmLoﬁ'ermg made by on&.of their young-.

¢ Aye there no sacrifices tlmt wo who |

finy. missionary:: purpose. “before’in ‘that
church; at; this one’ given: m the Chmblan
Endenvor.prayer-meeting.:. D

I am glad to be able to te]l you tlmt then-
and -there it . was voted. thut” Fluflie 'be|:
known -as -an . associnto .member. iof  that
At the close of the service, Miss.|
Carol carried the cage to Nell: and: ‘begaed
that she would take caro of Flufiie for: her,-
ag.she ‘was & téacher and-must- be away
from -home’ all .day... And happy~Nell
carried Fluffie home .aguin,: while ‘Miss
(Carol remarked to_ her companion, -as she |-

walked away, that perhaps as'our Heavenly | -

Father marked the sp:utows “fall, he“also
divected. the canary’s song —Pr e.sbytema.n
Observer, v
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THE ‘TRYING OF- YOUR FAITH,

It is not o hard thing to fight, so long as
we may_gain the v1ctory ; and the vmtury
is already partly geined’ when we are anti-
cipating the attack of a foe, and ‘are
thoroughly prepared with the armor of God |
against-him,- It is a treimendous warning
that says that * we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities, |,
against powers, agamsb the rulers of the
darkness.of this world, agmnsb wicked
spirits in heavenly plnces It is indeed
true that the nearer we come in.our lives
to God, the more subtle and deadly
are the emissaries-‘of evil’ tlnb arc sent

all devils in hell are the wicked spirits that
attaclk those who would live in henven]y
places. Bub it is also true tha.t there is a
way. of continual victory, as in that same
passage the writer says, ‘Ye nny bé able
to stand agninst the wiles of the devil ;¢ Ye
may be able to withstand i in the’ “ovil day,
and, having done all, to stand ;’ ¢ Ye shall be
able to quonch all the fiery ‘darts’of the
wicked.” The armor which ho so graphically

andparticularly descr ibed is ull of it suin med | -

up in a word in another place, where he
says { Put ye on the Lord: Josus Christ’y
for Chuist is called the-truth, and our ughb-.
eousness and our pence and our faith'and
our’ salvation, and just so far as we have

appropriated him will he in the hour of ;’

testing make himself all these things to us,
—gn'dlo and breastplate and sandals ‘and [.

never hnd been such o hbeml collectlon for

‘I.of: ‘viee.

’.l'.‘O SUBSCRIBERS ' IN THE

DIVES’ SIN.”

‘have lived respectably. "It was ‘selfishness

‘that blastéd his moral ‘being and- finally.

‘damned him. - - He sinned the sin-of inhu-

manity. “God gave-him -the means and
Fopportunity- to"hélp-a poor ‘brother ; but
‘e refused tho helping -uand, and thou«rht )
Let his terrible .
fato be a warning to us. —Nashmlle Clms-

‘nly of his own conifort.
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an_American. Express Co, order, payable at

Montreal.. . .
THE ATTENTION OF Sunscnmmns is earnestly
called to the instructions given in overy paper
that all business letters for the Jlessenger should
be addressed ‘‘ John Dougall & Sen,” and not to
‘any personal address, Attention tothiswill snve
much trouble and will rcduce the chances of de-
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shield. and helmet, and-the sword of the
Spirit, which. is the'word. of Goduse + s

When the Romans landed on the consb
of Britain, there came swarming to meet
them tens of thousands of the savage

natives of the country ; and as the primi- |

tive people- gathered along their white
cliffs and looked. down upon’this strange,
foe, they uttered howls of rage, and seemed
to be about to cast themselves down and
exterminate the invaders. It was then
that the Romans, offering sacrifice to their
gods, .and looking for one. moment out
across the sea, -toward far-distant Rome,
which they might never see again, instead
of  preparing ‘their ships for flight, that
thus, in case of the defeat which seemed to
be almost a certainty, they might flee in
safety, lighted each man a torch and set
fire to the vessels which would have been
their only hope of escape in a case of dis-
aster. And as the savagesalong the cliffs,
many times in number the invaders, looked
down upon that heroic act, they were
struck with a fear that caused 2 panic to
como upon them, and they fled before the
heioic band who had counted the cost and
squarely met the issue in time of testing,
as the dry leaves are whirled along by the
tempestunus wind.
God said to the shrmkmn Jeremiah :
fBe not dismayed at their faces, lest I
cotifound thee before them, for behold I
have made thee this day a defenced city,
and an iron pillar and brazen walls against
the whole land, aqamsb the kings of J udah,
against the princes' thereof, n«umst the
prxest;s thereof, and against the. people of
theland. And t;h'ey shall fight'against thee,
but :they shall' not prevail'against thee,
for I am with thee, smth the Lord to de-
liver thee,’ .

- The sound by whlch a man says, “Ido
now- belong to God,’ is a challenge to the
enemy to do. his-worst; and the domn' of
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-and best Snmmer, diet for.
q ‘Infants, becauso it furnishes
completo nourishment and |
IN prevents all forms of Sum—
| mer Complaint, This stnto- f
mentisconfirmed by a record

covering o quarter of & cen- b
tury in every quarter of tho
globe, Writo for frce samplo
and our book,“Tir: BAny,"to |
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PLEASE MENTION THI ' NORTHERN MESSEN-

- GER" "WHEN REPLYING TO ANY-ADVER-
TISEMENT THERESN. TIIS WILL ALWAYS
BE FSTEEMED A FAVOR BY BOTIL ADVER-
TISERS AND PUBLISHERS.
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the worst by the ndve_rsary, and the conse-
quent victory that.comes to the child of
God who hasno confidence in the flesh, is
the means by which his eyésight is cleared,
his strength increased, his faith developed,
and he is led in the confidence of triumph,
from victory unto victory.—Irom ¢ Victory
through Surrender’ by the Rev. B, Fay Mills.

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub-

hshcd every fortnight at No. 142 5. Peter strect and
from 672to 652 Oraig strect, * Witness” -Building,
in tho city of Montrenl, by John, ‘Redpath Dougall,
of Montrcnl

All buslncm commumcntmuﬂ should 'hn addressed ** John

Dougull & Son," and ull ‘Jetters to tho T‘dxtor should

be nddrcsscd "Ldltor of the ‘I\orthcrn Mc-sengcr 2
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What; was the sin: which" doomed Dwes:j.
to stich. uwful agony ? .. He was no monster-
()n ‘the. contrm‘y, he seems to,
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