
TUE OAIZADIAN PRUSBYTER 106

lion on tliis quiextion (bat tlîey state iu tlîcir oi doric way. Il ir oficcei n
octt1'iir~ anc ( audpit to continue perpetîîally in fli KZirk, as ncc.ssr for tic
<iôvornnient and policie of the sanie, andl no more offices ancit to lie ne-
Cr ivit or suifenit inuflic treîv Kirkc of God, est.ablisliit iccording te bis %%crd.'
Tiîc' "Secrnnd Bookl of Discipline" is oven more ep1icit ont the subjeet. This

wvas commoinly ciilledl the IlBock of the Policie,"l and may bc rcgnrd;cd as the
cnnctit'tiin of the Preabytnir'- Inîrch. Its prcparaticn occliiCdflic sovcra1

juloatriel; and comiss&ions of tihé Clmurch for ton ycnrs:. vcry part of if. wII
ilnrnil lly wvdghe'1t and coilsidered by men %%hose learning is indlisputaible nd
ihn.clitlfilnecR ln tic intrrprotat ion of Scripturo is witlioiit parallel in tho

('b,îrch. The ri*q1flî chaptor of V'iii Book treats Ilof thc Peacoiiq muid thecir
440ffic.c, thé, lastt ordinar funmction in tho %iks"adiliicli togetmon %%itm tie iiint&
cnnlccrninig thlic "Patrinxcnic of thec Kirk anJ the distribuition tlieroofi" is '.a full
.nil ndiiall -qt.ateilciit of the principles cf the 'Word un the question, muid %vith
whli the priliiesc comtincd in the Overture noiv before our Churcli, on the
coîmtitiitnn tif Doacôis Ceurts arc identical. Not te quote Ili tîmat these cha.ip-
fer.; couvain, ivè «;hall five only a fcwy of the more proinoinet sentences. Afton
%tating tîxat the 'wvord D)iaronos is noir takien Ilonly for thocn unto îvhomu tho
"collctinn aild dis-tribuitioni of the alimes of tlme filithfuil and ecclesinsticall gudes
"ldnc.q hlng ' i t gneos oit te say tixat, "The office of the Dcaconuý, sa taken, is
umin nr.Ii'nar atnd peirpetteali ecciesiasticali fuinction in tho Kirk of Christ. The

"Pcai.-rn auclht to be cillit aud clectit as the rcst of the spiritiiafl oficers.
IlThoeir office andi pctîver is te reccive and distribnt3 the iaili eccck3iczsticallqiides.
l'This tlîey auedit to do according te the judgenient anid appuytmcîxet of the
Il'reqbiterie.q or eldrsi p1 S." Again if. says, Il The guides eclesasitic.ail auîeht

dioniv Co bo enilectit an(f distributit by the Poacuns as tho word uf Ccd ap-
"Pnynt%"' -Supc is dIelircd te have beon the Deacons work lin the "Apostoli-
caIl KÇirk," tlie colle' -tions cf irbicl, it is fnrthcer said, "irwar flot enlie. of tbat

"q %îl vas% coliectit lu ma.nner of aimes, as sumo suppose; but of other glides,
«mo11veahie andi imnimnveable, of landis and posseOssiotiq, tho price quhairof iras
"broclit tn the feit of the Aposties." The next'sentence is spccialiy wvonthy cf
note. "lThis offlice cnutinuit in (ho Peacons bauds quha intronuettit ii the i
Il AqiIl gudes cf the Kirk, ay and irhui (untill> the state thiercof iras corruptit
"bc Auntichrist as the anciont canons beir witness."

This arrangement cf the policie cf the Chiurcli does not appeur te hiave I360R
cirried eut te the full even nt the tinte (1581) wlien tlie "Second Book cf Der,-
cipline" ivas finaily ln ail iLq parts adopted by the Asaernbiy and registued in iLs
reccords. Se %vé finri tiat iu Cimapter XII, thore weo set dewn "lCertain spec:iall
"fleinis cf Rtformation" wivîmcl the .Assemnbly crave the aid of the Prince and par-
luainent te. effeet. Amnongst these thcafiftenth pertains to the office cf thc Dca-
COn and is as folicws:-" We desire, thairfor Ec,,elesiastienil guide to be tîplifted
"sund distributed faitliftlly te îvhom, tlîey apertain, and tixat be the ministenie of
"Iflie Deacnes to the qîmilk offirepreperlic tlie collection and distributian thairof
&Ielangea.;ý' lu the steenth IlHeid" it is further stated. .IGliff thesu Deacoues
"ho eleeteti withi sic qualaties as God7s Wo.rd craves to bo in1tharn, ilion is na foin
" tlmut they sifl ahbuqe thninselves ia (bain effice, as -the profean Colloctors did cf
"befon:- yit becatise tînut thmis vocation appeires te manie te be dangercus, let tham
"bcoeblist, as they ir cf auld, te a yeirlie Compt (o the Pastors and Eldarsehipe."'
Suecb thoen are the functions assigned to the Deaccus bytýhe "Second Boolz cf Dis-
dicipline" on the authority of God's Word. Thxat these viewvs mere univensally hield
by cuir Fatiiens thene is abundant testimony both in tlie "Arts",of Assemblios,
and iu the tlieogical writings cf the age. A ourious oridence cf this %vo find
iu ceirtin -t'Artices quîilk lic Biscliepe of St. Androis gaiff out in Englaud te, the
Frenehe Kirke at Londene, sent~ te Genev, Tygurie, &o.," In thoso articles lie des-


