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the n2anner and forin in whioh the
Deity shall be worshipped. Agbâu, by
its persistent refusai ta recognize any
political faction or oreed, it holde it-
self aloof from the petty aspirations
of political, sohemers; and by so doing
it more closely unites its member8
with the cernent of brotherly love and
affection.

Our oppone'its see fit ta accuse us
of being bound together by oaths
which no Mason dare, as hie values
bie life, deviate frora, but must, under
ail circumetances and conditions, live
up ta, riglit or wrong. Ta a sober-
jninded, candid, thinking mind, sucli
wild-cat assertions must be the very
height of folly and nonsense, as thoy
indeed are. It le au undeniable fac t»
and every member of the Fraternity
wiil bear me out in it, that sucli as -
sertions are absolutely false and have
not the least semblance of truth i n
them, but they are prejudicial, noth-
ings of an imaginative brain. 1 will
admit that we are bound together, but
it je most flrmly by the sacred ties of
brotherly love. I ]inowiugly say that
the obligations the Masanic Fraterni-
ty does impose upou ite members con-
tain not the least word or sentence
that can, iu any way, nianner or form,
confiict with our duties ta God, our
country, aur neiglibars, or ourselves.
Not one single clause can be faund
whereby we are even asked ta coun-
tenance wrang, or ta uphold anyone
in a course of wrong aud sin, even if
lie be a Mason of the higliest grade.

Now, what 13 Practical Masonry?
I anewer, that Practical Maeonry ie
the exercise of brotherly love towards
each and every one of the human race
but more especially tôwards hie Ma.
sonce brethren. It ie relief, because it
attempte ta relieve suffering humani-
ty, in w1ltever form it may be found.
To "1relieve the distrensed je a duty
incumbent upon ai mnen, but partie-
ularly on Masons, who ara bound ta -
gether by an indissoluble chain of
sincere affection;" while "1truth, le a
divine attribute, auJ the foundation
of every virtue." At the very com-

mencement of a Maeon's career, he je
taught to be trnthful, ta be goodl and
true in every thought and action of
hie life. In obeying the leseone laid
down by the tenete of hie profession,
he is not only obeying the commande
of the Higlier Power, but the com-
mand that Masonry imposes upon
ail of its followere.

She, by ber lawe, teaches temper-
ance and moderation, not only of our
appetites and passions, but of our
purposes in Jife. Temperance meane
something besides a due restraint up-
on the appetitee of man; it adds to
that the principle that we ehould be
temperate in ail our dealings with
aur fellows; that we should curb al
the baser passions of aur nature,
holding themn always under control.
Fortitude enables us ta submit to the
attacks of our enemies, and not let aur
tongue betray our purposes by argu-
ment or loud boasting; it "les that no-
ble*and steady purpose of mind which
enables us to undergo any peril, pain
or danger when prudentially deemed
expedient." Prudence Leaches us to
weigh aur words carefully before we
epeak, and not to bring reproacli upon
aur institution by words spoken which
had better been unspoken, and to
"lthink twice before we sperk." Jus-
tice, the last,* but by no means the
least of the cardinal virtues, is that
which teaches us ta "lrender unto al
men their juet due withaut distinc-
tion," and, that which 18 paramount
of ail, ta temper every deed of aur lives
with justice ad mercy, ever remem-
bering that we "lshould do unto
athers as we would have others do
unta us."

Practical Masonry is founded upan
Faith, Hope and Oharity, and it is;
di3played by every Word and act of
the fraternity. Let the opponents
of the institution say what they niay,
it le a fact that canuot be denied,
that the charity of the Mason meane
eomething beside empty words; it
ineaus deeds performed ta as great,
if not a greater, extent than by arcy
other known institution. Should


