THE OANADIAN CHUROCH PRESS.

(S8eprEMBER 19,

NOTICE TO SUBSCGRIBERS.

The Onnadian Church Preax seill be publizked tn Toranto,
erery Wednceadey aftcrnoon, in time for the mails,

Tt will be sxpalied Jircsd from tne opice of the Publahers
Measrs, LOVELY AND Ginzon, Fonge Street, Toronto, for §2 per
annum, payable kalf-ycarly, in adeance . na reduction can under

any cirenmslancce be made, mor swill there be any free hat.

This rule may appear an unvaunl onc, but the Editars beg to
call the attention of the Subscribera ta the fact, that this ie not
a commercial speculation, bul an ¢ffort an the part of a Com.
m1TrEE oF CLERGVRER (o supply a common want and {o attain
a‘common &enchit.  Until the circulation sttaine a point which
they cannot immediately expect, ceery copy which s sent aut
will involoe a personal loss to themaclves.  Ax there columna are
not supported by any party, the price 12 regulated by the rweorking
expenacs, and thete kave been reduced to the lowest pant
compatible with the reepectable appearance of a journal
which professca to be the organ of the Umted Church of
England and Ireland in the Province of Canada

Al subscriptions to be zent by letter, registered, or otherwise
secured, {o the Editora, at the ofice of Mearrs, Liovell §: Gihaon,
Fonge Strect, Toronlo. ,
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THE RECTORIES.

W= understand that stops aro being taken to induce tho
Qoverpment of the Province to entertain tho schomo of comn-
mutation of the Rectorial lands. 'We are extremoly pleasod
to hear that the proposition has failed to receive the support
of tho fricnds of tho Church, and that we aro not thereby
placed in tho very falso position of tacitly avowing a weakness
in claims which are now proved to be unassailable. We be-
lisve, however, that we correctly represont the mind of the
Church of England when wo express a perfect willingness to
reccivo propositions from the Government, with a view to a
commutation of theso lands. If tho civil suthoritics desire to
wipo away every rccord of the former connoxion between tho
State and the Chureh of Eugland, it 18 for them to consum-
mato tho act and not for us, It is tho peculiar province of
the Church to stand aloof from all political interference, and
to submit to injustico rathor than perpetuate political or sec-
tarian animosities. In tho United States this testimony is
borne of her. In Canads we trust that such conduct and
such a position will be assumed and maintained as wil} in time
teach our Government to recognize that, while Truth will over
be freely preclaimed and adbered to, no temptations will suffico
to draw the Church into the turbulent shoals of party political
strife. Wo aro confident that the secularization or commuta-
tion of the Rectory lands would not be disadvantageous to the
Church; and if, by the accomplishment of the deed, tho ani-
mosity and persecuting spirit of those without would be
allayed, it may bo beneficial, even to them, to feel that the
essenco and vitality of our holy mother does not conast in our
connexion with the State. The tima is not far off when those
who aided in the dissolution of that connexion will most bit-
terly repent the sclfishness which prompted guch fo]ly, and
brought them into direct contact with more uncompromising,
more subtle, and more concrote opponents; they will most

-

cortainly leare a loxeon {0 after titnes not unfavorablo to thowr
who are continuing in tho * gond old paths of Truth.”

We trust most implicitly in the wisdom of our Synod, and
guidcd, as that body ususlly is, by a thorough recognition of
their duty to Him in whose cause they assemble, we beliers
that in tho commutation of the lands the most equitable e
rangemonts would bo made with the present occupants of
parishes; the full interest denved from the sum roalized would
no doubt be nllotted to cach rector for hix lifo, or during his
tenure of the parish.  Aftor this we look to the gencral wel-
faro of the Church. The 8ynod having most wisely assonted
to the formation of a Mission Board, and the Church Society
baring boen more than ever constituted our Misstonary Coms
i wariat, all funds, as they lapse, should certanly bo placed at
the disposal of this body to enablo it to make necesaary pro-
vision for the sustontation of the clorgy. and consequently for
the extension of tho gospel.

While wo ndvauco thus far in favour of commutation, as
suggested hy those in and out of office, we at the same time
dosiro mnst sincorely to deprecate any snterlerenco by pnvate
persous, or cven by the body of rectors, with the question.
It makes au cssontial difforence whother the proposal for com-
mututinn somex from them or the Government. The rectors
sre only interosted during their lives in tho property, and have
not the slightest shadow of right to mako proposals for aliena-
. {tion. The property belongs to the Church, and wo must not
sock to part with it; but if wo are asked to do wo by Govern-
ment, for some implied or real public good, our answor is clear
—30 bo it.

That the memberk of our Church mway understand tho pre-
sont inadequato remunaeration returned from the rectorial lands,
wo have printed a tabular statement on our fiest page.

This property is, by the lughcat tribunal in tho laad, de-
clarod to bo nghtly in posscssion of tho Churoh. * To guard
theso posseasions is our manifest duty. Laoguishing now from
want of moans, in time to como its increaso in value may
afford ua tho opportunity of moro rapidly filling up the most
destitute settlements. ‘

In concluding, we must again warn tho presens Rectors to
bo extremely cautious not to take much action as would jeopar-
diso tho property of the Church.
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CATHEDRAL SERVICES.

‘The temporal journals of our city, when veferring to St.
James' Parish Chureh in connection with the recent attendance
of the Prince at Divine Service, tenn it the Cathedral of St.
James This error is as natural as prevelent. The private
dwelling of the Bishop happens to be within the bounds of this
parish, and so his Lordship is a parishoner, and attends his
parish chnreh  His Lordship has no mere control over it than
over any other Parish Church in his Diocese ; and certainly not
0 much power as hie possesses over the free chureh of the Holy
Trinity. Inthat church also is an Episcopal chair, or Cathedral,
set up, as well as in St. James’. Ilis Lordship has nevor yet
sppointed a Cathedral staff, as others of our North American
Bishops have done. The appointment of functionarics, to dis-
charre the daily routine dutics of a Csthedral, would be an
interference with rectorial rights, so that the only Church in
Torouto which could properly be used as a Cathedral, is that
one of which the Bishop is the virtual Rector, while the clergy-
man is but the incumbent at will under him.  'We cannot how-
ever do otherwise than respect those feclings off old association
which have, doubtless, induced his Lordship so constantly to
worship at St. James’.  The want of his prcsence must never-
theless operete injuriously on a free. church which, being self-
sustaining to a great degree, would be most materially benefitted
by the conntenance of its highly esteemed Right Kevexpnd

rector,



