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T ic swuect pea is one of the niostpopular <)f annual flowuers, and de-
scrvcdly so. 1 know of no otiier

ilower that wvill yield so inuchi beautiful
Iikoîn over so long a pcniod.

Disease lias bucît vcry prevalent dur-
ait- the past fewv years, and appears ta
bu incrcasing -each season. The diseasc,
coinmonaly knowvn as strcak, is said by
sotieC authorities to be cauised by root
roï fungus. Liglit to dari, browvn streaks
.îppcar on the lover parts of the stemi
-and on the leaves. 'l'le points of the
shoots are oftcîi abnorrnaily thick and of
a yellowvish color. The fiowers often
cornte malfornied and are usually very
pocar in color, thin and flimsy. The
bicrns are also weak.

Whatevcr the cause may be, I amn
convinced, after three years' careful ob-
servation and experinlent, that heavy
dressings of animal manure encourage
ic developmrent of streak. If your soi!
is in fair condition, 1 %vouldn't use any
animal manuire at al, but wvould advise
the use of a phosphate and potash fer-
tilizer.

Tiiose authorities who hold that
44strcak disease" is caused by root rot
fuingus, Thulavia basicola, advise dis-
ýnfecting the soi] by one of the following
methods: By lieating to îtvo hundred
and twelve degrees F. This is hardly
practicable wvhere any quantity of soi! is
Io be treato-d. By soaking wvîth forrn-
.Ilin-one per cent. solution, one part,
t0 twvelve and one-half gallons of wattr.
lBy iaking fioles ail over the ground,
twclve incites apart and ten inches dcep,
dropping haîf ain ounce of petrol in eacb,
and closing immcdiately to keep vapor
in. Mais disinfection sbould be donc nt
lvast two wvceks befoie sowving or plant-
ing. Sorte wvritcrs also advise soaking
UIc sccd the nighit before sowing in pcr.
niangainate of potash, a lialf-outice to a.
î1jIlon of wvater.

Dig your trenches about two feet avide
ind tvelve to cighiteen incites deep.
l)oî't use any animal mantire unless
yotir soif is il, very poor condition. After
You hiave worked up Ille soif, dust on
uIl folloiving fcr*:ilizcr, and rakie in thor-

liughly. Two ounces botte meal, two
g"lliccs superphosphate, two ounces sui-
iiluate of potash per square yard.

It is important to geL your swvcet pea
xvcds in as early in the scason as pos-
\illc. Siveet peas do best if they bave
'an opportunaity to make good root dc-
,,vIopnicnt before flot weathcr sets ini.

~.wsé"cds in t%\,< rowvs, one foot apart,
a:,d thrcc inches apart ira the rowv. They
Way' bc thinned later to about six incites
afl:urt.

-\ trelflis or support of wvire netting
'string sbould be providcd before thé

l1 1 nts make any tendrýls. Swct peas

itever groiv away so frcly if the suîp-
port is flot provided in tinle.

After the plants are Uip a fev inches,
thcy should be- cultivatcd thorougil,,
and this cultivation should be kept up
tliroughl the suason at lcast once a %veck.
'J'le Btuco cultivator is an1 excellent tool
for this purpose.

If you have rooni for but twelve var-
icties, the followving <scected as the bcst
of ovt:r fifty Spencer varieties I grcw
last season) arc recomrnnded: Elfrida
P'earson, blush; Etta Dyke, wvhite; Her-
cules, pink; Mrs. Routzahin or Gladys
Buirt, cream pinks; Mrs. R. Hallem,
deep crcamn pink; Clara Curtis, creain;
Nettie jenkins, lavender; Maud Holmes
or King Edward Spencer, crimson;
Queen of Norwvay, mauve; Nubian,
miaroon; Mrs. C. W. Brcadnîore, puco-
tee pink on creain ground; Thos. Stev-
enson or Edna Unwin Improvcd, orange
scarlet.

Making Flower Beds
ýP. D. Powe, Cainaville, Oit.

Makîng the bcds for garden atnuals
is one of the nxost important stcps
Io be tak-en ini the getting of
gond fln'r'crs. In the city, whcre
nianure is bard to obtain, the scrapings
from the road arc good if mixed wvith a
uitile preparud fertilizer (obtainable from
aIl cced dealers) and %vorked mbt any
fairly good garden soif. WVhere manture

The Culture ol Sweet Deas
J. H. Bowman, Elmira, Ont.
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is plentiftil anid soif abundant, a gooci
bed may bc miade ni) of one-third inan-
tire, wvcll rotted, and if the soif is dry,
oinc-fifth sand. Reniember, the riclier
the bcds the bettcr the plants if you can
keep the wvccds dowvn.

W'Vhcn wvc have our soi! ivell wvorkcd
in a pile wvc must decide wvhat shape our
bed tvill takce and its size. This depends
grcatly on experience. If you arc flot
an expert and a truc judge of bcauty, you
had better stick to the plain square,
round, diamond ùr oval bcd. and flot try
any of the more complicatcd designas.
L.cave thcse to the florist or landscape
gardener.

The size of the bcd should be deter-
mined b>' how much land you have at
your disposai. We can only say that one
large bcd is far more beautifui and ar-
tistic than several small bcds.

These points dccided, turn again to
your compost heap and after spading the
bcd you have laid out whel, your pre-
pared soif upon it and wvith a rake round
it up and make it to the size ard form
decided on. Remnove ail grass, wveeds,
stones and other malter, and make the
wvhole firm and sinooth, gcntly sloping
towards the cdges of the be.d. Long,
narrow beds may be made in the same
rnanner at the foot of a trellis or along
the porch, wvhere vines may be plantcd.
These beds are best prepa.-cd as soon in
the spring as the ground is ready to
work.

WVhcn trucs arc starting leal takeca stick
and niake shallov fines in the beds. Sow


