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at Ottawa. Certificates ,btained the presrribeu area, and does not
on this basis will be -alià for any pay."
school in the provirce where a
French bi-lingual teacher is needed. At the Conference of Teachers,

held at the (London) Iraperial In-
Sir Joshua Fitch gives ex- stitute, on Saturday, January 6, Mv.

pression ta the following statements H. L.Witl ers read à very instructive
in regard ta the relation of the paper on " Examination Tests, Orui
Government towards schools : " It and Written." Speaking of the out-
is not the business of the Govern- side examiner, he poants out that,
ment ta impose this or that theory though he is, in a manner, essentia
of teaching. Ail originality, ail in- suggestmg, as he may, new and
dependence and ail enthusiasm wll wider fields of thought to the teach-
be very seriously interfered with ïf er, in practice, however, he is found
it were supposed ta be the busine2s ta work disastrously. First, an out-
of the Government ta impose its side examiner implies an outside
own syllabus and its own codes âyilabus not quite in conformity
upon every school; but there are with the païticuiar school he is in
certain geileral lines which, by uni- vited ta examine. Second, it is of
versal consent, must be followed in ri great concern ta him how his
all gocd schools. The abject should questions affect the teacling and
be ta find out what the schools pro- instruction of the schooi. Thirdly,
fess to teach, and then to discover the examiner is invariably tempced
whether that profession is easily ta put questions testing infrýrmation
-arried out, but not to impose upon rather than power, as the former
tbema a seheme of instruction wliich are eas;ily made up. This has led
they theýmseives niay disapprove.' ta IlText-boocs " and IICommen-

taries," ta cram and memorizing,
The foiiowing is a vehemen y pro- and has made examinations to mean,

test made by Thring against ex- is a French philosopher puts it,
aminations. "If educatin and " permission ta forget. h
training are the true aims of man-
kind, and power in a man's self the
prize of life, then no superstition
ever ate into a healthy national or
gpnism more fatal than the cuit of
the examiner. A system of examina-
tion and inspection, in proportion
to its power, is death ta ail original
teaching, to ail progress arising from
new methods, and even to all im
provement which is at ail out of the
rou+ie track. There is no dead
hanu sa deal as living power thrust
in on work from the outside. It is
the docto- putting his fingers on the
heart whe, he ought to feel the
pulse. Where examinations reign,
every Â,ovelty in training, every
new method of dealing with mind,
becomes impos-able. It is outside

On August 14 there was a discus-
sion (Cambridge) un "The Teaching
of the Mother Tongue and National
Literature in Schools and Universi-
ties." Prof. Sir Richard Jebb, M.P.,
who presided, said that our schoois
were rather behind the best schools
of other countries in this respect.
" Complaints were made that in the
teaching of the mother tangue in
our schools too much stress was
laid on the teaching of English
grammar and grammatical analysis,
and too little in the work of develop-
ing ease and accuracy of expression.
The result, no doubt, was that very
often English boys and girls of six-
teen and seventeen were singularlv
deficient in putting sentences toge-
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