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of its developmont. Pedagogics is dependent on psychology
for an understanding of that on which it is to operate.

The leading Normal Schools of the United States have, for
some time, mado the study of psychology one of the most im-
portant of their course. The subject is given to the best edu-
cator on the staff. The studp of the subject in Normal
Schools is regarded as a mattor of course, and has produced
such good results that it is now proposed to introduce it into
the Universities. The proposal originated with Mr. Adams.
Ho says:—

¢ The moat tangible point at which to begin is Harvard Colloge.
You should put that grand old institution into direct and imme-
diate communrication with the common sahool system of Massa-
chusetts, How do we unite Harvard wich the bar and the pulpit ?
By post graduate courses ; by schools of law and theology. You
should secure a post-graduate course, with u professorship of com-
mon school education, at Cambridge. Then you will securo your
staff, your head minds, to direct your trained line-officers.”

Another American educator, referring to the proposal of
Mr. Adams, writes as follows :

“ The suggestion of Mr. Adams that Harvard University should
at once establish a chair of pedagogics was oxcellent, and would
apply to every college in the country. Onoe of tho chisf hindrances
to tho growth of correct mothods of instruction is the poriodical
launching of college groduates, utterly untrained in the pedagogic
art, into posts of authority as principals of grammar and high
sch0ls, to give the law to teachers educated in our best normal
sominaries, and qualitied by long experience in school work,”

There is much force in the above remarks, and we in Oan-
tario are well supplied, in our Proviucial University at least,
in tho matter referred to. Tbe lectures of Professor Young
are invaluable to those studencw who intend being educators
of the youth of our couatry.

It is to ba hoped that the Minister of Education may soon
be able to introduce into the Normal Schocls in Toronto and
Ottawe n courso of lessons on Psychology for first class stu-
dents af least. First class men are to become (many, if not
all of them) the Inspectors and Model School masters
throughout the Province. It is therefore of the highest im-
portance that they should be thoroughly taught the nature
of what they have to develop, and the laws that govern its
growth.

—We are pleased to be able to give our readers in this
number the first of & series of articles by Mr. C. P. Mason,
B. A., F. C. P., Fellow of University College, Liondon, author
of the English Grammar so well known in Canada. The
subjeot selevted by Mr. Mason is 8 very praotical one, and a
careful reading of his articles will be suve to do much towards
seouring greater scouracy in teaching the elementary princi-
ples of grammar. )

—The Provincial Teachers’ Convention for Ontario meets
in the Noriaal School, Toronto, on the 18th of August. A
very int3.esting programme has been prepared, which will be
given in the next number of the Journar. Al teachers wish-
ing to attend should secure certificates from the Provincial
Sohoo! Ingpectors before coming, to enable them to obtain re-
duoced railway fares. These certificates must be presented at
the commencsment of the journey.

—Dgvid Allison, LL.D., enters upon the duties of his new
position, as Chief Superintondont of tho Schools of Novae
Scotia, during the preesnt month. He has our best wishes
for his compleio succoss in his new sphere.
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CURRENT MISTAKES IN TEACHING ENGLISHGRAMMAR

—

BY O. F. MASON, ESQ., B.A., F.0.P., AUTHOR OF MASON’S ENGLISH
GRAMMAR, &o0.

——

I

The subject of the following remarks has, unfortunately, no
protensions to the charm of novelty. Most of you hava probably
been bamwmering away at English Grammar for years, and some
perhaps will have to dv so fur soveral years to corav. My humble
endeavonr will be to help such to muke their strokes as telling as
possible, by showing them where and how effort is commonly
wasted. Tor several years past I bav. had a good deal to do with
tho exnmination of pupils in schools, and candidates who have not
long left school, more particularly in tho department of Euglish
Gramuwar, in which subject many thousaads of sots of answers
bave, from first to last, como under my scrutiny ; and, considering
how important a part eximinations play in our modera system,
(whether they aroc to bo looked upon as a great good, or as a
necessary evil,) I thought that it would not be uuinteresting to
those who, to a greater or less extent, are ougaged in preparing
pupils for the ordeal, if I gave them somo of the results of my
experience, by setting befrro them the kind of mistakes which
candidates most commonly make, and the way in which they come
to make them. Iun doing this I shall not be able to avoid oriticis-
ing o good deal that is very commnly taught, and showing that
the unfortunate bunglers have not merely gone astray, but have
been led astray by what they have been made to learn.

I need hardly say that the ceaching of Buoglish Gramuwmar is
something widely different from the teaching of, say, Latin or
French Grammar—at least, to Canadian boys. In Latin, and even
in French, (as far as tho verbs are concerned.) you have to gef
yonr pupils to comm't to memory & great apparatus of inflections,
rules for forming genders, rules for various concords, rales for tBe
cases to be put after prepositions, &s. All thisis material of &
very counorete character, and, though troublesome to master, does
not, in the first instance, call for much beyond observation, com-
parison, and memory. English Grammar is quite different. We
have hardly any inflections ; & mistake about the agreemsunt of an
ad):otive with a noun is impossible, as adjectives do not mark
gender, number, or case ;.and, as ragards such inflections and con-
cords as we have, the learners know them already. You never
really have to feach a boy or girl to form the plural of brother or
man, or the past lense of be or go. In teasning Baglish Grammar
you introduce your pupils at once to the most abstract conseptions,
the functions of words, the nature of tho parts of speoch, tho 1m-
port of inflections, the relations of words to one another, aud so on.
Yon begin at once s logical training of the most refined obaraoter,
the main objeot of which is, or should bo, to discipline the facnlties
in habits of olesr and close thinking, and the perception of the
relations of ideas ono to the other: and so, through the medium of
Eoglish Geammar, you put, if I m1y so say, a grammitionl sonl
into that bodily organism of forms aund inflactions, to which you
mainly direct your attention in the grammars of other languages.
English Granimar is from the first a system of logical analysis and
definition.




