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of its development. Pedagogies is dependent on psychology
for an understanding ot that on which it is to operate.

The leading Normal Schools of the United States have, for
some time, made the study of psychology one of the most im-
portant of their course. The subject is given te the best cu-
cator on the staff. The study, of the subject in Normal
Sehools is regarded as a matter of course, and ias produccd
such good results that it is now proposed to introduco it into
the Universities. The proposal originated with Mr. Adams.
le says:-

" The most tangible point at which te bogin is Harvard Collego.
You should put that grand old institution into direct and nime-
diate communication with the cornnon Pohool systen of Masa-
ohusette. How do wo unite Harvard wich the bar and the pulpit i
By post gradiate courses ; by schools of law and thoology. You
should securo a post-graduate course, with a professorship of con-
mon school education, ait Cambridge. Thon your will securo your
staiff, your head minds, to direct your trained liie-oflicers."

Another American educator, referring te the proposal of
Mr. Adams, writes as follows:

" The suggestion of Mr. Adams that Harvard University should
at once establish a chair of pedagogics was excellent, and would
apply ta every colloge in the country. Ono of the chief hindrances
to the groivth of correct methods of instruction is the poriodical
lauinching of collego graduates, utterly untrained in tire pedagogic
art, into poste of authority as principals of grammar and high
sch iols, to give the law te teachers educated in our best normal
seminarics, and qualitied by long experience in school wrk."

There is much force in the above remarks, and we in On-
tario are well supplied, in our Provincial University at least,
in the matter referred te. The lectures of Professer Young
are invaluable te those studencu who intend being educators
of the youth of our country.

It is te ha hoped that the Minister of Education may soon
be able te introduce intD the Normal Schools in Toronto and
Ottawa a course of lessons on Psychology for first class stu-
dents at least. First class men are te become (mnany, if net
all of them) the Inspectors and Model School masters
throughout the Province. It is therefore of the highest im-
portance that they should be thoroughly taught the nature
of what they have ta develop, and the laws that govern its
growth.

-We are pleased to be able te give our readers in this
number the first of a series of articles by Mr. C. P. Mason,
B. A., F. C. P., Fellow of University College, London, author
of the Englieh Grammar se well known in Canada. The
subject seleuted by Mr. Mason is a very practical one, and a
careful reading of his articles will be sure te do much towards
seouring greater soouracy in teaohing the elementary princi-
ples of grammar.

-Dqvid Allison, LL.D., onters upon the duties of his new
position, as Chief Superintondent of tho Schools of Nov.
Scotia, during the presont month. H1e lias our best wishes
for his completo success in his now aphere.

eontributiunr, inn dom ponhenft.

CURRE NT MISTAKES IN TEA.CHING ENGLISH GRAMMAR

BY O. P. MASON, ESQ., B.A., F.O.P., AUTUOa OF MAS3N's ENGLISn
ontAbMAR, &O.

I.
The subject of the following remarks ias, unfortunatoly, no

pretensions to the charm of novelty. Most of you have probably
been hammering away at English Grammar for years, and some
perhaps will have to d seo for several years to conm. My humblo
ondeavour will be to help such to mL ke their strokes as telling as
possible, by showing thern where and how effort is commonly
wasted. For several years*past I hav., had a good deal to do with
the examination of pupils in schools, and candidates who have net
long left school, more particularly in the departmnent of English
Grammar, in which subject many thousands of sots of answers
have, from first to last, corne under my scrutiny; and, considering
how important a part oniminations play in our modern system,
(vhether they are te ho looked upon as a great good, or as a
necessary evil.) I thought that it wouild net be uninteresting te
those who, te a groator or leis estent, are engaged in preparing
pupils for the oideal, if I gave them some of the results of my
experience, by setting bef>ro them the kind of mistakes which
candidates most commonly make, and the way in which they come
te make them. In doing this I shall not be able to avoid criticie-
ing a good deal that is very comm mly taught, and showing that
the unfortunate bunglers have not meroly gene astray, but have
been led astray by what they have been made te learn.

I need hardly say that the teaching of English Grammar is
something widely different from the teaching of, say, Latin or
French Grammar-at least, to Canadian boys. In Latin, and even
in French, (as fair as the verbe are concerned.) y>u have ta get
yonr pupils te commnt te memory a great apparatus of inflectione,
rules for forming gendera, zuleà for various concorda, rules for tlle
cases te be put after prepositions, &a. All this is material of a
very concrete obaracter, and, thougli troublesome te master, docs
net, in the first instance, call for much beyond observation, con-
parison, and memory. Englishi Grammar is quite different. We
have hardly any inflections; a mistake about the agreement of an
adpoýtive with a noun is impossible, as adjectives do net mark
gender, number, or case; .and, as regards such inflections and con-
cords as we have, the learners know them already. You never
really have te teach a boy or girl te form the plural of brother or
mnan, or the past tense of be orgo. In tea3;ting English Grammar
you introduce your pupils at once te the most abstract conceptions,

f. f, d th. t fth arts of . .ech th im-
the unctions o wor s, e nla .re o e p, p , V
port ai inflections, the relations of words ta one another, and se on.

-The Provincial Teachers' Convention for Ontario meets You begin at once a logical training of the most refined cbaracter,

in the Noriaal School, Toronto, on the 18th of August. A the main object of which is, or shouldi bo, te disciplano the faenlties

ebe in habits of clear andi close thinking, and the perception of the
In relations of ideas ona to the other: and so, through the medium of

given in the next number of the JoURAL. AU teachers wish- English Grammar, yon put, if I m ty so say, a grammiotial seul
ing to attend should secure certificates from the Provincial into that bodily organism of forms and inflsctions. to which yen
School In4pectors before coming, te enable thcm to obtain re- mainly direct your attention in the grammars of other languages.
duced railway fares. These certificates muet be presented at English Grammar is from the first a system of logical analysis and

the commencement of the journey. definition.


