
EDUCATION

the two provinces, the abolition of primogeniture
with respect to real estate in Upper Canada, and
the more equitable division of property anong the
children of an intestate, based on the civil law of
French Canada and old France.

Education also continued to show marked im-
provement in accordance with the wise policy
adopted since 1841. Previous to the union popular
education had been at a very low ebb, although
there were a number of efficient private schools
in all the provinces where the children of the
well-to-do classes could be taught classics and
many branches of knowledge. In Lower Canada
not one-tenth of the children of the habitants
could write, and only one-fifth could read. In
Upper Canada the schoolmasters as a rule, according
to Mrs. Anna Jameson,1 were "ill-fed, ill-clothed, ill-
paid, or not paid at ail." In the generality of cases
they were either Scotsmen or Americans, totally
unfit for the positions they filled. As late as 1833
Americans or anti-British adventurers taught in the
greater proportion of the schools, where the pupils
used United States text-books replete with sen-
timents hostile to England-a wretched state of
things stopped by legislation only in 1846. Year by
year after the union improvements were made in
the school system, with the object of giving every
possible educational facility to rich and poor alike.

1See her "Winter Studies and Summer Rambles in Canada."
London, 1838.


