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At the Mouth of
the Treacherous Pit

STORY OF LOVE, INTRIGUE AND_ REVENGE

e

Fourteen months had ‘elapsed since
. the master of Deeping Hurst was laid
vin his grave; and one bright, sun-
shiny morning Lady Rhysworth -took
i her book and called to the nirse to
;bring little Kathleen to her favorite
énook under a noble cedar, The
t Squire very often came over ‘o see
g_his daughter and to smoke his cigar
gunder the: cedar-boughs, whiie Dolor-
, esiread the newspaper to him and his
;'Iittle grand-daughter played at his
;:}mees; but on that morning it was
{Lola de Ferras who had ridden over.
liShe had not slept well, "she said, and
Efancied that the air of Deepinz Hurst
“;wouild do her good.
On- this fair morning ILola had
‘ilooked more thoughtful and watched

',Dolor@ with more keenness-than us-
i

yual,

i  *“How beautiful the shade of this;
l;()X:d cedar 1s™ she said. “Your orna-
gmental trees are twice as large as‘
3ours, just as everything here 'i8 twlce;,

' é,as beattiful as<in any other place.
;You will be-sorry to leave it?”

“Yes,” answered Dolores.
;fram all that- T can hear, I have not

jmuch longer to vemain. Lord Rhys-.

,worth is expected h'ome at the end
{ of this year.”

“T wonder;” said Lola,
{ can mention the man’s name!
1 your place, I could not.”

“Why not? asked Dolores, smiling. |
{ She was .growing more accustomed to:

}Lola’s flights of fancy.
‘“Think of all he will
. you, Dolores!”’
‘It never “was mine, and it is by;
. right his“own.. Why should that an-
i noy me?”’
' ~] know:it would anger me,” re-!
¢ joined Lola. -~ “I should do one of two,

bie
| things—either ; hate him or marry

take from

i him.”
: “It is not so easy to marry a man,
| said Dolores.

The words were simple
land had no particular meaning.
,Lola’s face flushed crimson as she
iheard them, She knew it was not
"quv to marry whom she*would. She

enough,

}cu.‘nged the subject.
“Yaou are still very young,. Do‘nres

“I am but too cognizant of the fact,

'why do you remind me of it?”
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CHAPTER XIIL

“Because, “if ‘the *new* Lord " Rhys-
worth skould marry, you will be the
Dowager Lady Rhyswerth. I call
that nothing short of a calamity.”

“It would not disturb me; ‘besides,
he may not marry,” returned Dolor-
es.

“Rely upon it that he will, I am
quite sure.that Lady Fielden'intends
him for her eldest daughter—she
speaks of him in such tones of ap-
probotion.”

“It would be an excellent match,”
said Lady Rhysworth. “I should like
him to marry some nice girl from
the neighborhood. It would be the
best thing he could do.”

A“Would you not feel
another Lady Rhysworth? I should!”

“No. I should feel terribly jealous
; if any one could take even one thought
of mine frgm my baby, but of Deep-
ing Hurst I could never, be envious.”

Lola looked thoughtfully at her.
she said, “why not mar-
You would loose

“Dolores,”
ry him yourself?
: nothing then.”

Lady Rhysworth raised hef beauti-
ful eyes in wonder, - * «-

“1?* she said,. “My dear Loli,
; nothing in the world would ever make’
‘ me marry him.”

‘“But he was hardly related to your
{ husband¥nothing more than second
{or third cousin.” =
“He was hardly a third cousin; but
he was the next of kin,” replied Lady
i Rhysworth, “To me it seems just as\
! though he had been my husband’s
brother. Such a ‘marriage would be
an utter impossibﬂity to me.”
é Lola sighed. .She saw.that that
| jdea was out of. the question, and at
once decided upon changing her tac-
! ties.

"‘I was merely jesting; cf ' course
you would not marry him. It would
f not be at all fair of you to monopol-
| ize two Lords of Deeping Hurst. Lady

Fielden would never allow that.”

g “No, it would not be fair., I can.
_safely say that I shall never be guilty
of that injustice,” laughed Dolores.

Lola was 'busily engaged in pulling
the pefalsirom a rose, A faint flush

]

but |

at .Dolores as she was speaking, but
went on_ hastily:/

"For my own part I do not believe
in jecond ‘marriages. - I think that a
man or woman WwWho ma.rries again
shows but little affection or respect
for the menory of the one he or she
has lost.”

“I: do not agree  with you, ' -Lola,”
said Lady Rhysworth, = “Of course, if
one loses the first love -of 'youth,
and all that is brightest and best in
life dies at the same tims, a-second

venfenck. ‘Take a man’ who marries
‘only love worth having.''Suppose she
ren; he must marry again, so that

they may have some one to look af-
fer them; but, naturally, he would

jealous of

came to her face. She did not look;

’“Iutl't ﬂl? nmnoim:n

.| the mo?" asked Doloree

#You marrded for love,
Lola; "a.nd, according Q Uyotir - N
theory m “cafinot do tlul,t twlo}"

‘Lady- nimwarth mads no reply,.

“1f I were you,” continued Lola, en-
thusiastically, *I should take care to

enjoy myself. I should go to London~ ;
alWays for thé ‘season; I would be af:

queen in “society; I would rule my
little ' world royally; I would accept

| all the homage offered to -me, but

take- care.that my * hen.rt 'was * never
‘touched. I would enjay life to the
utmost, but I should never marry
again, Your life would be spoiled by
a second marriage.”

“That is hardly a fair way of look-
ing at it,” said ‘Dolores, “I would
certainly never live that life.”

), “A,‘dark; 160k ¢came. over -Lola’s: beau-
timl face, She was silent for some
1ittle ‘time, but by no means baffled.

“Have I told you my mews, Dolor-
es?” she asked. “I talk so quickly, I
cannot remember eve‘r'yth!ng 1 say.”

“I do not remember any particular
news,” answered Lady Rhysworth.
‘“Have you any?”

“Yes; that energetic young wand-
erer of mine, Sir Karl, is coming
home, He will be here in. a few
weeks.”

There was no change in the fair
face of Dolores, no flush, no anxious
look. She was calm and pale.

“Yours ” she said quietly,
do you eall ‘him yours?” .

“He is mine after a fashion,” re-
plied Lola, “Do-“yoéu think, if T were
nothing to him and he were nothing
to me, that we should correspond re-
gularly with each other? If you knew
all that passed between us on the
evening before he went away, you

“Why

would not ask me why I call him
mine”

In.her heart of héarts- Lady Rhys-
worth .did not . believe .Lola,

Sir Karl had said to her? She made

ino reply, but gazed thoughtfully at

the beautiful ag'ltated face before her.

“Why are you looking at me?”’; agk-
ed Lola. “Do you not believe me?
Ah, Dolores, it will be an evil day for
any one who comes between Sir Karl
and mysef—an evil day and an evil
hour!”

“You are talking nonsense,” -said
Lady Rhysworth,

“I hope I am,” replied Lola. “But
there is no chance of any such thing;
I need not fear.”

. ] L] £ *® L) .

Sir Karl was in Italy when he read
the news of the sudden death of Lord
Rhysworth, and understood that the
woman he loved was free. His first
feeling was one of sorlrowful regret.
He had always ésteemed and liked
the master of Deeping Hurst, and it
seemed sad that he should die so soon
after his marriage with-a>girl: ~whom"
he loved Eo dearly His" second
thought Was that Dolores wa,s free.
More than that he could not realize;
he would not pursue the subject. The
woman he loved was mourning the
loss of her husband, and she ‘should
have his respectful sympathy. No
letter of condolence that Dolores re-
ceived expressed. ‘greater kindness
than S!r Karl’s, ~He told her that no
one felt more sincerely sorry than
himself that a good man had been so
suddenly taken away. y

(To be continued.)
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vatory at K!lauea, ‘advances the
that tons of roek, avalanched
‘trom tHe sides of -the crater,
choked the vent through whick
Nature usually eases the pres-
‘on the earth by pouring forth
blus lava into'the great pit, rais-
e lava lake in the ecrater and
awing the flery substance from
sater when pressure has been

‘than relieved. The laya under-
the surface, unable to find its
‘into the. .open, -generates. - gas
h blasts its path out of the vent,
ving with it tons of Tocks and
The explosions and earthquakes
ike down further ayalanches from
crater sides which' again may:
k the vent, in an unending circle,
ding to the theory:
the Hawalians havesteturned to
v and tradition, to the act of the
ve Kapiolani, the Christian prin-

who dared the wrath 6f Pele, the |

goddess, ‘exactly 100 years ago.
say that Pele waited a century
become ‘“huhu,” or angry, Wwith

h people of the princess and to vent
wrath for Kapiolani's

fIn December, 1824, the tale runs, the |
converted to

cess Kupiolani,
istianity by the first missionaries
jo came in 1820, forsook the wor-
ip of her people. She
pm Hildo to Kilauea and spent the
aumau. She ate of the “tabu,” or
orbidden berries, which werc con-
rated to Pete,
1 goddess.

ke below, and cried to
8hovah is most powerful.
‘my God. I defy thee, Pele.”
Hawaiians stood in awe while she
ke. Pele, they said, would surely

in her wrath, make the earth

ble and cast forth the seething

Jehovah

journeyed |

an act of insult to |
She stood on the brink |
the crater, with its ever-active lava |
Pele: |

impious |

|

|
|
!
|
|

|

Bht in a hut on the brink of Hale- |

| In the matter of the insolvent est

|
}
|
1}
|

wa of her lake, as she did in 1790 |

the high chief

eoua was annihilated. Put mnothing
pened.

"Kapiolani had won a great moral

etory, but to-day the Hhawaiians

fake their heads, some of them say-

g that Pele merely waited 100 years
open her campaign. of vengeance
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“Waits the marble in the quarry,
Tn the monntain’s rugeged breacst:
Waits to tell of fame and glory—
Waits to tell where Joved ones rest”

We have ready. for guick delivery
setection ‘of*“Headstones and

| Monuments at reasomable prices.

We  will forward our catalogue of
photographic 'Ifcw‘ns and styles to anv
address on request; o prize list and
our mail order form, ‘hlch makes or-
dering. by mail ‘easy

Write now and avoid disappoint-
ment.

#There’s l rpason.”

Skinner’s Ménumental
‘Works,
833 Duckworth Street,

Phone 1992. St. John’s, Nfld.
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