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HCMOUR OF SCOTC]I PRE-
CENTORS.

We love to think of dear old Sat-
urday night sixty years ago—and the
preparation for the Sabbath by ‘the
od Scotch divines, the beadle and
the Precentor. The late Lord Neaves,
pimself a man of a genial, humour-
ous nature, was wont to complain
pleasantly of his friend Dean Ram-
sy for having drawn so many speci-’
mens of Scottish humour from the
myings and doings of the  mnative
dergy. But the worthy Dean; .to em-!
poy a figure of his own  reeording,
simply “biggit’s dyke wi’ the feal at”
fit o't,”
most grain from the field which had
produced the most abundant crop—
the field of clerical life and work.

i

i

{

Hand and personal labour.of every
kind in Scotland, as everywhere else,
has in recent years béen largely su-
perseded by machinery, and no one
can have failed to: notice that even!
the office of “lettergae,” or precentor,
s a rapidly decaying institution in
Scotland. How. rapid the ‘progress of
the decay is will. be recognized from
a consideration of the fact that, with-‘
in the memory of many persons still
gllve, “reading the line” was the gen-
eral custom in-Congregational® praise.
In those far away days, there was no
sich thing as an organ, or “kist o’
whustles,” in any Presbyterian Kirk
io the land, and Choirs were the ex- !
ception. Langsyne St. Johnm’s had
tvo Presbyterian Kirks, the “Upper” |

was called, and about ‘the last:

ining link of loving memory is
long fréen, Sandy Robertson, |

¥ho was one of the -pillars. In the
early seventies the Upper Kirk had'

2 precentor by the nam@.of Joe Wil- ! it is the monaopoly of our" marvellous:

sn—Frae Kirk—Mr, William Irving
outstanding precentor for
| ars; Mr. Frew the highly re- .
=umpﬂ and loveable Scotchman, has
~ over sixty years an out-]
standing figure, and is to-day the
atriarch of Presbyterianism in New-
foundland, and has done much to
tément unity in the Kirk. The Upper
and the Jower Kirk are how @s om 5
~although we have'n kist/of whistl
o the Kirk. In the old« days  we re-
tain pleasant memories of the Choir, '
e able support’in singing the |
pr of the church by such Scotch-
han as A. Robeiitstn, :Joln‘iﬁblll!‘n,

i “Balermo,”

' was this that whep s

North of Scothnd h!mnu
mentioned, except wlff
shaking of the-head, snd ‘repeating

tunes’ were regarded.as a frivolity. “de-"

manding axtermmltio
the repeaung tune

‘hymns were

there, choirs I}ecame.the tuhion: 8
thus: far the precentor 'was:
qua-non. Ultimately. the -

. 'were opened 'to: the . introdu
the Organ, and precentots

, known as “Choirmasters and. ¢
tors of psalmody.” Now the w} atles
: are heard booming = in’ “’Rirks, bond'

and free. “Whustle Kirks”-to-daysis’|
. the rule ‘rather -than'‘the exception, |

i and the precentor has 1)09&113 Hn®
. most unknown quantity. Many p?

1
old Scotch people behold, the:spec-
in other words, he g'athel‘ed‘tacle with- a(l:utep twinges e+ vegretss

for many pleasant ‘memories’ 6f ‘thé
pleasantest period of our lives®‘clus-
teér around the familiar form® of ‘the
village-Kirk precentor as he ‘appedr-
ed in the . 'desk “with' clean-shaven
chin, black “stock,” stifly-starched,
high rimmed linen. collar, and ample
shirt-front as white as' the ' drifted
snow; and by ‘thie mildest “effort of
the imagination we can even now
hear the familiar snidp of the shuff-
box:Hd; 'see him prime. the onernos-
tril, then the other, and- hear ‘the

‘equally familiar dire of 'the “pitch-

fork” on the .book-board,” and the
reading of the 1line on the keymote of
r- “Devizes,” “‘Coleshill,
"gt.” Asapha " “Dovergdale,” ' ‘or tHe
i wild® warbling measures of “D\mdee,
i o' the hnppy days of ‘long a.go

THE MUSICAL TMPROVER,

The. enterprise ~and -ingenuity: of

" milliners, dressmakers” ‘and’ / tailors,*

Hosiers and purveyors_of purpl¥: and
fine linen-is Bo rem: b!.e 5, 4 e
are often misled into the belief. that

age. But just as thers were Prave Tien
| before ‘Agamemnon,’s0 “there | wgré
probably monarchs:of m’de even be-
fore the Queen of ‘Sheba/ T am moved
to make this:observal by: an ‘old
newspaper cutting, wheﬂl I saw a
few days ago, describing a’¢ase which
came before the late. . Mr, . Justice.
Kekewich in the ninetiel Rival: man-

utr‘tures of an articls of: dtﬂ lnow

a3 a dress improper 3 NCer:
ed, and in the ‘course of. 31@9 roceed-
tngs one of -the’
,.8cribed the “Jubﬂu Dnn “Improver.”
The peculiar merit ‘of

baume,

@, vy

203. WATER STREET.

Royal Can. Butter.

nsel engaged -de- :

~| with: it sat down it played “God Save
L |.the "Queen.” Compared with modern '

-;_ls-_ &CO’Y;

LIMITED,

. Green Tomatoes.
-Ripe’romatoes.
Green Peppers.

: Red Chillies.
Dned Red Peppers.
Bay Leaves.
 Whole Black and White.
Pepper.
Whole Pimento.
Whole Mace.
Whole Ginger.
Pickling Spice.
Chow Chow Spice.
Vegetable ‘Marrows: 3
Cayenne Pepper. *
Paprika.

Proserving“ Plums

Red, Blue and Yellow.

Malt Vinegér.
Distilled Vinegar.

Brown_ Vinegar (on draught)

‘Fresh Can. Turkeys.

 Fresh Can. Chu:ken.
“ Fresh P.EL Geese.

Fresh Can. Eggs.

i methods- of  expressing loyality, this

effect: may appear
and aggressive, but ~thére 'is some-!

t):;ns magnificent about its startling
sengationalism. It is said before ‘the

introduction of a kist o’ whustles in : perfect way.”
a certain Presbyterian church in’the |

Highlands . of Scotland, the precentor

had ‘made to order for the lady mem- Fire lnsnranee Co.. of" H’artford-

bm,u his. 'cholr,
i Drul Improvers. for each, The mual-

several Jubﬂoe

'approached to somo@lgz ike harrpr

somewhat crude i

frlrlrlrl

Pope 3 Head Alley

: One of, the City’s most !amous lit-

in ‘certain parts'of: Seotland, even ‘in
the aecond and hh"t dea.des of ‘the
-present century mtor of -age tle thoroughfares, Pope’s Head Alley,
and experience, thinking to steal |, 10g in nistoric Cornhill, is short-
march on ‘the. mlnl,gter. whose mind’ 1y to_ disappear. Rebpil bl opatis
on the m;bje s ik well, knowu, he. tions. in connection’ with the ;exten-
started o repeat!ng tune one day. As sion of certain .bank premises .at the
Soon as his d.rltt;.wa.s evident the end of Lombard Street are responsible
 minister’s’ hand -Was .over ‘the pl‘x'lplt for this. decigsion to destroy one of old
g his" fingers amo'ng 48 let-' London’s, tev’r remaining landmarks. |
terga’:as hafr, and " “Stop, Dauvit! The little bid Allsy . doubtedly
atony: e shouted: “Whien the Lord re- took its alluding name from the cele-
peats we’ll « repeat but not till then.” : ‘rated Cornhill tavern “The Pope's
Ot ‘course; then, ‘oyen a.l:/p P, e “ | Head,” a place of merriment and}
ing tunes had to be chosen ‘with' nieat cre uture‘ it rt' Snaatichdd I8 Soany
discrimination, ‘as ‘much of our sac- literary places, and as_early as the
red ‘verse does.not yield ifself grace: reign of Bdward.IV. In the time of-
fully to such treatmént. Repeats gen- Sty VI wine was 543 S et s
erally occur in'the last lines*\ of a oada s pint, hiesd Delag ginited to‘
:l‘::z;; :":o:h: n}’:;;f’éy’*;'::’::: drinkers gratis. Stowe inclined to the '
dered ludicrous’ from" the want of SeRSL that Thte -Togks . Haed' once
good taste and* common sense dn the
selection of tunes-suited to the words. Y
as ‘well as to the sentiment of‘a psajm {
or hmn To*the “well known Hun-
dredth Pslam a‘rppeating tune .has
sometimes "been applied, ‘which from
the peculiarity in its irmngement o
ha# rendered the line, “And for His |
shéep, he doth us .take” thus—“And
for His sheep he'd-And for His sheep
he’d—And ‘fér ‘His“sheép he'd—oth us
take.” From ‘the+ same _indiscretion
multitudes of ‘people have been ‘made
to ‘exclaim;’ “Oh, send down Sal—Oh; |
send down Sal—-‘Oh, send down  Sal-
va-tion 'to "us{“‘ad solicit thé priv-
ilege. to “Baw-—wow—wow beforé.the
thrgne.” Bt sutely the most  Indl-

was a royal ' palace.
his surmise was . cort
cient royal arms of !
leopards supported by
were discovered chiselle
walls.” Here it ‘was '
and ‘English goldsmlﬁﬁ
wager that still inter
after such things. In

liam Craven, father of 3

of Craven, -bequeathed
Head” to the Merchan!
pany. -

nine-houses there. '~ ~
- The  first' print sell

| John Sugdbury ‘and - G

are réported to Have ci
business in matters al
i ley at the f‘Sign of the

together with . the fact
edition of Speed's Great
1611) ‘was sold by them

"I mises therein Ben John

the pamphlets of Pope’s

| and Peacham (here one &
and the rouga-recelver

gars\Opera”) has a wo!
sellers.

Pepys mentions the
“Diary.” He speaks of

‘I Before the Great Fire

for its toys and turner’ ;
"“aggate-hafted knife,” W
chased in Pope’s Head"
him five shillings.” On

ed to the famous tave

discussed affairs,of Sts

The - Company:.  hi
charitable purposes, »

ulbly diversion “so home, on my way call-
he an- 4pg . at  Pope’s Head Alley and there

bought me a pa.lr of scissors and a
brass square.”

As was no doubt usual in auoﬁ

icant | places, the Pope’s Head was once the

cided

seeker ! actor,”
Thespian Jealousy was the cause of

r Wil-
‘Harl
“Pope s

in

cutlers.

famous
Pepy'’s

| he pur-

14

:got - to know .some of the
‘members -of Berlin society,” with the
result<that he very nearly ruined two!
‘['or three of the young bloods of the[
day at his favourite game, which was !

'| roulette.
or which '

a|scene of a brawl in which Quin, thé

killed = Bowen, L a - brother

the affray.—*“London Observer.

| “King of Crooks” Dea

The death by suicide of Ardisson
at Marseilles hy inhaling gas would
seem : appropriate, as
the Crooks,” as he was called, caus-

ed the suicide of so many himself. |
In his earlier days he was a man of |

considerable personal attraction and !
charm of manner. Nobody ever knew !

'|who he ‘was, but he himself spread

the- report that he -was the natural

son _of the Grand Duke Nicholas of

Russia.. He was a man of good edu-

cation, and at one time found his]
most |

way “into good society. His
famous exploits were in Berlin, where
somehow or other he got introduced !

to a Countess of American birth who | found Dis -way back, for he hall-héen:

had extraordinary influence over the |
ex<Kaiser. Through her Ardisson
leading

One of his most famous victims,

“The King of'

| e tables.

liowever, was King Ferdinand of Bul-
garia, with whom he got in touch by
a letter of introduction from a 'Pa.ris

banker in connection with someé min~ .

ing scheme. It was rumoured that
the King was nearly a million francs
the poorer for having made the ae-
quaintance of  Ardisson. Not .only
was Ardisson clever at-all games of
i skill, but he had a most wonderful

l'faculty of béing able to faint when
. he wished  to.
i this very .advantageous when-he had

He naturally found

made a big haul and did not wish.to
continue the game. . He arrived in
London about 20 years ago, but did

i not succeed, and was exposed by the

late Sir Georgd Chetwynd, not, how=

ever, before he had relieved a young °

officer -in the Coldstreams of a con-

.mderahle sum of money at a West-

End hot_el. He was a well known- fig-
ure at Monte Carlo, .but, oddly
enough, always had luck at the pub-
His endeavour to swindle
Princess Souvaroff there some 20 odd
years ago by selling her some false
i jewellery caused a great sensation at
the time, and resulted in his expul-
i sion from the principality. But he

| frequently seen there of recent years.
lHe must in his time ‘“have amasséd

great ‘wealth, but it is said he died

‘ penniless.

Schr. Isabel Moore is loading cod-

| fish at St. Anthony for the Mediter-

ranean from A. B. Hickman & Co.

crous ‘example ‘of the kind “éver pro-
duced was;when the female voices in
a choir had-to :rgpeat to:themselves:
“Qh, for & man—Oh, for a man—Oh
for.a man-sion '!n the skies.” Occas-
fons have also beén made memorable |
by precentors trom ignorance or ac-
cident launc to. &, tune in a. dif-
ferent measure trom the psalm. In
this way a “lettergae” in a rural par-
igh: in the North, far from perfect in
his profession, astonished . the con-
gregation -ong, Sabbath --many years
ago. In the psalm which was intimat-
ed, the second line to be sung ended
with .the word “Jaceb;” :said psalm
being a common metre. The precen-|
tor, who sang: “by theslug” and used
no tune-booﬁ went-off on“a.peculiar 1
metre tune, and nof diseovering the
error until he was short . of . verbal|
material, he 1mproviael for the oc-

. casion, and sang it¢ “¥—a-—Jay—fal—

de—riddle—cob,” pnd 80.. 0N, - as- ne-
cessity demanded, sunti} --ﬂm versus
were, finishied. On' coming.out of the:
church some of his nejghbours ap-
‘proached him and said:

“0'd, yon was a . new ane, ye ga'e
us the day, Geordi&” .. .

“Ay.” veplie Georgfe, YOBI Kin-||

noull Hill,” ‘and away he went, avold-
' ing further™ quectﬁm as much as ‘he
could, suyinz "Téa.ch us o' Lord" the.

8 Send"‘ the Boys and
here: for School Boots.

Insure with The' Connechc
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OR LITTLE MONEY

'nly $4. 75.
Black Laced Boots,

=2,

Only $3.75

double wear in each pair.

‘Men’s Work Boets

cereckttt—
vy

the pair,

LADIES BOOTS

Foot-form Boots. Skuﬁ'cr'
Boot;,Hca Soled BootS" 4
Lnght Sole Boots, Double

ea.l imstruments- for them were made
i Berne, Bwttarland In these daysi{
‘the: tongregation sat during the sing-|
ing, the musical . bustle, being ‘the|
> only“ﬁndtmmont which led ths ‘choir,| .
careful ‘time being kept by the ‘pre-| .
- centor.Dpring the singing the latter’
e ’%.mtom uemues:
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