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CHAPTER 55, A
Leah logked out at the golden sun-
shine and the bright biile sky. How
fair the earth was! It. seemed- hard

that every one ‘could’ not - be happy,

that hopes must perish, love be
wrecked, life all spoiléed. 'Then she
began to write. That moment pre-
sented the supreme . temptation . of
her life She longed so intensely to
tell him that she knew all, to reproach
him that he had preferred another, 16
tell him that it was the knowledge of
this fact which had killed her. She
longed to say this to him, ‘It.seemed

so hard to- die and make no |-

sign. He would live and .b&8 happy,
and no one would ever kiow ‘what
she had suffered or why she had died.

She sat for some. time ‘with the
pen in her hand. It was- the one
, great temptation of. her. life; Should
she tell him or mot?*When she came
i to die, should she Teél any the happier

. mornifig, on opening my jewel-case,
I found the wedding-ring - broken. I
Inclose”it. You know better what to
do with it than I—'
Swiftly, suddenly, as had-been fore-
told, death came to: her, without pain,
without bitterness, 'without agony.
The-pen dropped from ~ the white
fingers; her head fell upon the paper.

She died with a smile on her  lips.,

There was not even a spasm of pain,
‘no faint.murmur or cry. The throb-
‘bing, laboring, broken heart had stop-
ped at last. With-the wind that chant-
ed a requiem among the great trees
her soul rpse to heaven, and the body
left behind grew cold and beautiful
in ‘the embrace of death.

* # * * * ‘s - » * L *

So they found her, dead, with the
half-written letter and the broken
wedding-ring.

The duchess was almost frantic.
She refused to_ believe that Leah was
dead, it was utterly ‘impossible, she
declared. She called for brandy, wine,
hot wnter—eveq possible restorative.
She would not see the mark of death
on the beautiful face. She sent for
doctors, and one of the ﬂrst was Dr
Evan ‘Griffithe’

resdiness for the visitors, and gt
three o'cloek- the gutes were opened.
riage and on toot Th hq.tl

%% bazaar, ‘and had uecnrq,.,;or thp

- of
title, all young and lovely, and feﬂ

{'sure of ‘& bountiful harvest r,“when hik

eye ‘fell upon the picturesque and
x?nimatéd BoWNe. " T
;. The highést and the poorest of sev-

! eral parishes ~ere mingling Sénthar.

all dressed inholiday attire.. There
were ladies wearing :rich llll and
Gbatly ‘Iace, . and ladies Jn print and!
c&llco. There were men‘ in showy
bigzers and flannels; men in morn-
ing dress, as though just fresh'from
mmdmy, and men in fustian coats.
Bm all were happy and smiling, and
impressed by the beauty, the sun-
shine, the rich ¢oloring, the fragranee,
and muslc about them, A
Until four o’clock the flowers wére
on ‘view, after that hour the bazaar
began, Besides the flower-stalls, thm
were stalls where trinkats, laces, and:
knick-knacks of all kinds were to be
sold. All these things had been :pre.

sented to,the bazaar by the well-to-|

do peoplé of the parish.

There was a private pavilion set|

apart forgghe use¢ of the ladies and:
their trieﬂs who were to preside ‘at
the various stalls, and long ' before
four o'clock this shelter for the beau-
tiful was surrounded by a crowd of
fashionable young men.

As the ladies arrived, there was a
great flourishing of hats and caps,
hurried introductions; glances of ad-
miration, afd “animetéd ‘whispers.
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that shé had left him with this sting He recognized her at once. This was ley,” cl‘f!d mf-hﬂl‘od bl.uo-eyed In light 8nd dark COlOrS. i, “ S < : b f to deal main

| in his breast, tlis memory which | thé déapaifing: gifl who had come o young ‘x.m' he two girls, Ada and

i would always be.to him one of bitter
| pain? It would yhe -ampleé vengeance.
. It he knew thatibher unhappiness had
. killed her, he could mever be Happy
again. He was honérable and sensi-

him longing with her whole heart to
die; and the longing had been grant-
ed. He was accustomed to many a Bad
sight "and sceme, to every kind
of sickness and distress; but he had

tive; the chances were - that if helgeen nothing which touched him more

knew the truth hg would never marry
Hettie. He was*not one 'to build his
' happiness on the grave of the wo-
man whe had loved him so well. She
.jndged him rightly. If. ever he khew
or suspected the truth,  he would
never have another -happy morhem.
If wag a great temptation. Her hesrt
throbbed with it, Her whole frame
trembled; and then with a supreme
effort she conquered it: They-=-nay,
eveh he whom she.loved, when he
‘heard her story-—had promouniced her
iselfish. She could prove now. that that .
was untrue. She could makosﬁn (reat-
est sacrifice that ahy womnien could
make, all the more noblo that it wouald
rematn for ever a secrét hetwéen “Het-
tie and herself. She would nof tell him
one word. If in that past ‘life: of hers
,8he had been selfish, -her"deiﬂihnass
rwould be atoned for now.- Shh could
write a simple letter, saying no{hlng
of love or reproach, nouﬂn‘ of - nta
or desth, but telling. him that:ghe: M
found the wedding-ring broken. “My
very dear Basil: To my surprisg this|

than the dead face of this hapless
girl. ’I‘ear/s came into his eyes.

The duchess told him of the broken
wedding-ring; she thought it & most
marvellous coincidence. And the lit-
tle story conveyed to the doctor al-
most all that he wanted to know. Ot
course thére was nothing to be done.
Dr. Griffiths said that there was no
need for ‘an®inquiry; the cause of
death was heart disease-there was
06 ‘doubt of it. :
~The duchess raised  her Hahds it
astonishment. .

“Heart disease!” she crled. X, !n."
never heard-her complain of het
Heart!”

*“I have,” sobed Hettie. “I heve fre-
quently heard her bompl.in of a
sharp, strange -pain, and of heér heart
beating slowly.”

(To be continued.)

L"_Mil?s

Flossie, ahd their.mathmy, Lady Cray:
thorne! Db you know them?

*“I think I have héard . of ‘them,
Cecll, and . remember meeting Lady
Craythorne in London some-time ago;
bit I never had an intreduction.”

“Then comeé nlong, they dre gbing
in at the‘other side The girls are
fine!” 3 ‘i

Lord Cecil seized hfp: friend's art,
and in another m'lnu was introduc- [\
ing Sir. Charles’ Hastings to. Lafly
Craythorne and her) 'two ,dnmng'
daughters, Both favored the 70nﬂ[1
baronet with thelr most btwltchmx
smiles, and hoped that he would;
patronise their stall. R

Sir. Charles bowed Hi§ nmdsom
Head. He'had no mlaﬁar use for]
any of theif trinkéts, bt Be promisod
to buy some flowers. . .=

“You mut spend all your money
with us!” satd Ada, coquetﬂlhly.
:““But that Would scarcely“bo fair.”
Sir Charles lulghu! - erstand’

‘that the vica.r hps artmuy ated &

tflendly rivairy-among ‘you Wlur"
“That is just the -reaon «'why 1
make the request, Sir Chltlg! Our
stall is Number Seven.” « - s
“What a splendid fellow!’ she
whispered to her sister, . gncl (Lady
Cnnhorne résolved to- nmn some in-
quiries about him 1t wuld nom- do}
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