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Morris MustGo!! Warlock entered. He nodded to Vane, 
growled “Halloo, youngster!" to 
Nora, who was quite unconscious 
of his presence, said "Back in a mo­
ment,” to Lady Florence, and disap­
peared for the remainder of the 
evening.

Five minutes after he had gone, 
with a sigh of relief, to his club. The 
Fossils, the box door opened again 
and Senley Tyers entered.

Lady Florence looked round 
quickly, as If she had been expecting 
him. but she Inclined her head with 
marked coldness in response to his 
profoundly respectful bow. and turn­
ed r.t cnee to the stage again.
' He stood behind her chair patient­
ly and silently till the act closed. 
Then he bent forward.

“In the language of a famous char­
acter. Lady Florence. '1 hope I don’t 
intrude.' The fact is. I found my 
dinner-party so intolerably slow that 
I escaped as soon as I could; and it 
occurred to me that 1 ought perhaps 
to drop in here and see that you had 
got the right box and were comfort­
able. I will remove myself now 1 
have achieved my purpose."

She hit her lip softly.
“You had better stay and see the 

finish," she said, coldly.
“Thank you," he said, with a grat­

itude that just, stopped short of bur­
lesque. "1 heard as l came In that 
our great star was in capital form 
to-night. All artists have their good 
and had moods, you know. Well.
Mr. Mortimer, what do you think of 
Shakespeare's masterpiece?" and as
he addressed her he laid his hand on 
her shoulder.

Nora started and looked round, and 
Vane saw her brow contract nicely 
and her dark eyes flash, and he made- 
haste to say:
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“It is all real to Ernest: for good­

ness' sake, leave him- alone in hi» 
glory Sen!"

Senley Tyers laughed and nodded 
as if he quite- understood.

“Happy youth!" he murmured. 
What would one not give for his ca­

pacity of enjoyment !"
This little interchange of courtes­

ies made Vane watch N'ork rather 
anxiously, and his anxiety increased
as. at Ophelia's most affecting scene, 
tie saw Nora’s tips quiver and the
tears trying to force themselves 
through her lids. He touched her 
hand warningly, and the moment th® 
drop fell rose and said : "Come and
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"My dear fellow." said Vane, “you 
nearly upset the whole kettle of fish. 
Men don't, cry at the theatre—at 
least .not openly—even when Ellen 
Terry is acting. If T-ady Florence 
or Senley Tyers had seen you—"

He pursed up his lips and shook 
his head.

They dined at home that night, and \ 
! drove to the theatre in the brough- i 
■ cm. in which this strange child sat 
as composedly as if she had been us­
ed to one of Morgan's luxurious car­
riages all her life: but the interior ot i 
the Lyceum almost took her breath 
away, and Vane saw her turn pale 
and felt her hand steal into his a? 
they hurried through the vestibule 
and into the box which, strange tr 
say, was the best one in the house.

Lady Florence was already -• there, 
and welcomed them with her usual 
languid smile, for a good many op­
era-glasses were upon her; but she 
murmured to Vane:

Every one knows Mr. Irving’s 
Hamlet and Miss Ellen Terry's Ophe­
lia, and every one can imagine the 
effect these gerat actors in these 
great characters produced upon the
impressionable nature of Nora Tre- 
vanion.

She sat motionless, her eyes fixer! 
on the stage, her lip half apart. 
Sometimes the beautiful eyes filled 
with tears: at others her heart beat 
fiercely with sympathetic rage and 
indignation. Once or twice she 
glanced swiftly at Lady Florence 
and was amazed that she could leat. 
back in her chair with listless man- 

I ner and indifferent eyes, 
i Vane watched her. and for him the 
; beautiful face upon which were 
: mirrored all her varied emotions was 
: far more interesting than the piav.
: When the act-drop 
; back with something between a sigh 

rnd a sob; and surely if the great

11. S. Picture & Portrait Go.
"1 am very sorry." she said, hum­

bly. “But 1 did not know : I could 
not help it. Oh! it was dreadful, 
dreadful! How can they bear it 
themselves, even in pretense? But 
don't be upset," she added/:" "I will 
not do- it again . You will see."

"All right. Have some coffee. And.
I say. why did you turn upon Senley 
Tyers as if you meant to rend him 
or kill him with those eyes of yours?"

Those eyes of hers flashed at the 
mention of the name.

“Why did he touch me?" she said, 
with a catch in her breath. “I—1 | 
hate him to speak to me suddenly or 
touch mo!"

Vane laughed.

CHAPTER XXI.
She sighed and laughed softly as 

she meditatively thrust her small 
brown hand through her hair.

"Do you think so? I am very 
glad. I see now that to work and 
earn money in "this great London one 
must know things: and I know no­
thing." /

She pondered for a mement. then 
she" said:

"Would you rather I did not go to 
the theatre to-morrow? I can stay at 
home and get on with these."

"No. no!" he said, promptly', for 
to tell you the truth, he had been 
looking forward to the pleasure of 
watching her wonder und delight at ! 
a stage-play. y .

"No; you mtist ejhrtainly go; hut
yon will be careful, won't you Nora:—
Ernest?" f ,

IShe looked at bin: with a merry j 
gleam In her eyes*

"Why, 1 am mode careful than you 
are," she said. "Oil. yon will see how 
careful I shall fee!” b
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100 BarrelsIron Bedsteadsbut looked grave. 
"You must try and get over that," 

he said. "Sen Is an awfully good 
fellow: and. besides, he’s very sharp, 
you know, and will guess that some­
thing Is wrong If you turn upon him
with that splt-flro -glance of yours."

„ “I will lie careful," she murmured,
penitently.

Meanwhile, Senley Tyers had slip­
ped into Nora’s "seat.

"Arc you quite sure you are not 
angry with me for coming in to­
night?" he said in a low voice, and 
not looking at her. but. round the 
house, as he spoke.

Lady Florence colored slightly.
"1 am quite sure," she said, cold­

ly. "Why should 1 be. The box is 
large enough."

fTo he Continued.!
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