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SYNOPSISOF THE HISTORY
OF ST.THOMAS,

»
[By request, we publish in this

tracts from the ‘History of St. Thomas’
as it appeared in the County Atlas.]
St Thomas was named from

fixed for euphony, It is gituated in
the centre of the county of Elgin, east
and west, on an elavated peninsula
formed by the winding of Kettle
Creek. The view, especially from the
west is very fine, and in the autumn,
when the forest and shade trees have
put on their glory of gold and crimson,
these, with the green valleys below
he many brick walls and glistening,
spires beyond, and the long, high
bridge spanning the stream, altogether
form a picture of which Charles Sang-
stér might write as he did of the “St-
Lawrence and Saguenay.
The menh who first madetheir homeg
« here, when the place was not even a
village bug, simply a iq)t of the town-
ship of Y#rmouth, ate worthy of men-
tion “They .are @aptain Re D.
Drake, the Mandeville family, Garret
Smith, Capt. Daniel Rapelje, Arch.
McNeil and Mr. Curtis.  They settled
here about the year 1810 and were
cotemporary with the other early set”
tlers of Yarmouth, The first marriage
in St. Thomas was that of Richard
Mandeville and Ann Smith in 1818
Archibald McNeil gave the’lot on
which now stands the R. C. Church
as a s#te for a church _and burial
ground. Daniel Rapelje was one of the
strong-hearted pioneers; his log house
was near' the site. of the present
residence of Mr.- Farley ; he built
the first mill at St. Thomas. The
trials of these early settlers have been
often recounted, and those who read
or think of them must conclude that
St. Thomas then and now, are widgly
different. A bushel .of wheat fora
yard of cotton, and eighteen bushels
for a barrel of salt, seems a strange
tale in 1878, but it was true in 1817,
James Hamilton, for many years the
respected sheriff of Middlesex, was the
first merchant of St. Thomas. In 1817
he brought a few goods by water to
Port Stanley, and finally took in as a
partner® Mr. John Warren, and the
oldest resident still remember the firm-
Bela Shaw and Lucius Bigelow are
also remembered in a similar capacity,
and from the files of a newspaper pub-
lished in St. ‘Themas in 1832, it would
appear that the only mercantile firm
was that of Shaw & Co. 'Geodhue
& Duncombe also sold goods as well
as formed a partnership in the practice
of medicine. = Between this brief list
and even the imperfect one the TIMES
gives to-day the contrasts are great
enough to form food for reflection.
About the year 1825 St. Thomas
had a beginning as a“village and in
the year 1832 a bird’s eye view would
have been widely different from that
of te-day. At that time the village
commenced at the foot of the hill near
the bank of the creek, and extended
on Talbot Street to Mr. Shaw’s store,
which was nearly opposite where the
Times now is.  The first substantial
brick block was built in 1854-5, the
Metcalfe buildings,by Benjamin Drake
Esq., which were first occupied by the
Koe Brothers in 1855. The growth
of the place has since been untj]
lately very spasmodic; but on the
whole, sound and progressive.
The gas works of St. Thomas are
the property of a company of our

The South

port with the movement,
had attended similar enterprises throughout
the Province was indicative of the pros-
perity that might reasonably be expected
double:sheet of the Times a few ex.|forif, and the gentl wh
themselves togetherin the incorporation of
the Society certainly had a lively faith in
its future,
nent part in the inception and carrying out
4 of the scheme wore the late Mr, George
Thomas Talbot, with the Saint pre- | Kains, Dr. Gustin, M. A, Gilbert, and Mr.

« Oue ofy the fimapcial  interests

-Westorn Farmers’ and |G
Mochanics’ Savings and i
Loan Socloty. N

When the above-named Society was or- | the gentlemen are retired and wealthy far-
ganized, in 1875, the feeling of the public }mers, while others .are still in active busi-
generally may be said to have been®en rap- | ness, but they comprise a stron board—a
The success that | board that has in its make-up a large quan-
tity of tha$ commodity known as‘‘common-
sense,” and they are working with a wi

iated

Among those who tooka promi-

Ermatinger, of 8. Thomas ; John Peirce
aad Meredith Conn, of Tyrconnel ; James
Warwick, of Dorchester; T, W. Kirk-
patrick, of Roduoey, and others. The
county as well as the town was thus repre-
sented in the organization, The first Presi-
dent was the late Mr, Kains, who retained
the position until hig death a few days ago;
the other officials now .are : Dr, Gustin,
V. P. and acting Pres.; and M. A. Gilbert,
Sec.-Treas., and Manager, The Board of
Directors now comprises, besides the Vice
President, Messra, T. L, Lindop, Joseph
McAdam, W. H. Tucker, Isaac Courser,
James. Warwick,, Samue]l Shepard, John
Dodd, Meredith Conn, John Peirce, and T.
W. Kirkpatrick, These gentlemen, natu-
rally enough, feel'a deep interest in the wel-
fare of the Suciot{‘,ﬂaml their efforts have
resulted in substantial good.

The subscribed stogk is now $60,000, of
which §50,000 1i):xuid up, - This stock can
now be subscribed for a par, but we under-
stand that it is the intention of the Board
to advance it to.a gmiung at its next
meeting in January—a faet that tells very

succinetly how datisf ffairs of
the Boci o?lv. i J Vé are in
possession of bu ! oo the

rations of ¢ ety, butl weSen¥il that
the volunie ofibusiness has steadily pro-

d, and that the Board, beside paying
ft.n regular dividends, has already formed a
rest or reserve fand, which will be increased
this year. Th re rea®ns why profits
should he good when we kfiow that all the
capital is employed, and the expense ac-
count is merely nominal. The officers and
directors will never be able to retire from
business upon the emoluments of their
respective positioms, and as the expense ac-
count is w®o;small somebody must derive
benefits from saeh an eccnomic policy,
That ‘‘somebody”is composedof two classes,
the stockholders aud the borrowers. The
Society has money to loan upon reasonable
rates for the simple reason that a large staff
of ornamental officers have not to be sup-
ported from the dnterest fund. Although
empowered to carry on a Savings Depart-
ment, the Society has not yet done so, for
the simple reason that there is not enough
demand for money to justify paying interest
upon deposits. In other words, unemployed
funds are not desirable. It is probable
that a savings department will be instituted
whenever the Board deems it dusirable or
to the interest of the Society. The busi-
ness is therefore purely loaning. Loans are
not restricted to any specified amount—the
value of the property offered as sccurity
regulates that, ]hor are the affairs of the
Society bound up with red tape. A loan
committee meets weekly, or oftener if de-
sired ; applications are entertained, and the
borrower obtains his money., The loans are
made chiefly upon property in Elgin and
the countieslyingalong the Canada Southern
Railway,
It id quite needless for us to go further
into details relative to the*Society. Its
operations have been closely watched by
intelligent, ebservant men, and their judg-
ment 18 certainly entitled to weight. The
suogess that has marked the enterprise since
its inception-has been of a characterto war-
rant us in speaking highl]y of it, and the
Times can certainly extend it not only con-
gratulations, but earnest wishes for along
career of usefulness and prosperity.

Thoe Southern bl;uTtiou Pormanont
Building and Loan Soclety.

Thomas that has reached succeséful prom-
inence is the enterprise whose name is given
above, Originated in 1870—now just about
eight years ago, it has since passed through
the various phases of experimental life—its
infancy and youth hav developed into stur-
dy manhood, and the enterprise now holds
a position that has been honestly, faithful:
ly and conscientiously worked for and won.
1t is almost needless to say that the en-
terprise was called into existence to mect a
felt want—to further opportunities for aid-
ing farmers and others, and to prgvide a
safe repository for the accumulating savings
of a large class of ppnlplu who rarely enter
a chartered bank. The first meeting of the
society was held on the 23rd of Noyembe

1870. The officers chosen were ; A, M
Laughlin, Esq., President ; Samuel Eccles,
Esq., Secretary-Treasurer, and these gen-
tlemen retained their respective positions
until 1873. In that year Mr. McLaunghlin
retired and was succeeded.-inithe Presiden-
cy by Mr, Kecles, while Mr: A, J. All-
worth was chosen Secretary-Treasurer vice
Eccles, " The Society then “held $13,200 of
permanent stock, besides some thousands
of "m'cnmul:\ting stock,” but the business
was not so systematized as now. Stockhold-
ers had rather Jooked upon their accumn-
lating stock as certificates of deposit, and
were in the habit of drawing rmoney upon
them as they would upon balances in bank,
Mr. Allworth called the attention of the
Board to the fact, and as a result the per.
manency of stock was secured, and the
growth of the institution greatly promoted.
At the end of his first year's management

T,
c-

citizens, and were built and finished
in 1874 by Connelly, Naylor & Co.,
of Pitsburg, an a contract for $59,700-
They are located on Scott Street ; the
main building has a frontage of 71
feet and contains the retort house, the
purifing house and the meter house;
the gasometer is a brick tank near by
50 feet diameter, 20 feet ‘deep and
holds 38,862 cubic feet of gas.  The
buildings and works eMibody every
modern improvement.

A short description of the Water
Works may not be out of place in this
connection :

The plan is simply a dam across
Kettle Creek, and a sluice way into a
large reservoir, a powerful engine
with pumps, to drive the water through
a large pipe or main, {from which
smaller ‘pipes branch undeér ground
to every part of the town.  Hydrants
are located at almost every corner of
the strects, and to any one of these
may be attached hose, to throw two
puwcrful streams, 'l‘{mc.rcscr»‘01r is of
stone, laid in water lime, ahd has a
diameter of 22 feet by 13 deep. The
eéngine house is built over the reser-
voir ; there are two engines each of
40 horse power and two  separate
boilers, all of the best material.

B
Trose FAMILIAR with St. Thomas wil |
remark some notable: omissions in this
resume, 'The reasons therefor are apparent,
A number of manufacturers, merchants and
others whose names do vot appear have
been called upon, but either they were not
in or else they took no interest in the work.
We haye not intentionally slighted any one,
and when all the space was exhausted, the
work had, of necessity to cease. To those
who have extended the writer aid and en-
conrzgement he returns his heartiest thanke,

the permanent stock had swelled to §110,-
000, and at the present time it is &
Of that large amount 220,000 is paid up
The Company firet had its ofllce in a lit-
tle 7 x 9 room, upstairs, and certainly there
was nothing in its appointments to indicate
that a business of any magnitude was being
or about to be taansacted. One or two
movals of office headguarter have since-
been made, and the present offiees are wor
thy the Company mn\ the magnitude of its
usiness.  One (thing is yet lacking, how-
ever, and that is additional cle force
—we can admire the Board of Directors ad-
hering closely to economical management
but still we suggest that, however able and |
willing Mr. Aliworth may be, it is a little |
too much to expoect him to aptond to all the
details. But to return from this digression:
The books not being balanced as yet for
the year 1878 we are compelled to return to
the reports of 18';;? We find that the re-
ceipts for that yeaf were $430,000, and the
assets of the Company at the last December
statement was $316,000. From depositors.
during the same year was rt‘('\'i\'wll $2
233, and, from a conversation held with
Mr, Allworth we learn that the current
years business has been considerably in ex-
cess of last. 'T'o illustrate—the rese
fund last year at- this time was$16,600
present it is about $20,000,

The object and purposes of the Company
are two-told : first, it furnishes money at
reasonable rates to those desirous of making
lonns upon real estate security, and second
ly, it pmvinlcn'm-«'.nrity for those who wish
to open a gavings account, giving a liberal
rate of interest upon deposits, Not only
that, but 1se is made of home capital and
the interest thus becomes of peculiar local
benefit although its operations extend to
nearly every part of the Province, In the
management of the enterprise are associated
together gentlempen of known means and in-
tegrity, and the result of their liberal and
yet careful management lths been a success
as gratifying as it is commendable. "The
Society has never sustained a loss worth
chronicling, and to the officers and direc:
tors too much praise can hardly be aceorded
for such results, Neither need “the
Company fear disastrous results while
the same business sagacity characterizes
their management of affairs. The Board
of Directors comprises, besides the Presi-
dent, Mr. Lednord Thompson, V, P., anc
Messrs, Colin Munro, James Begg, W. E.

rve

b

well-known barristers,

of Bt

la
! its general f

ireen, and T. Stacey. . The solicitors of the

Jompany are Messrs, Farley, & Doherty,

These names are |

amiliar to most of our readers ; many of \ sl
|

toward making the Company more an
more successful, h

The Times can heartily
Southern Counties Permanent Building and
Savings Society. Its mission is a good one
and its influence and work are alike bene-

h

Shopard & Grifin.

Among all the firms we have named i®
this issue of the TrmEes none have more ex:
tensive trade relations with.the people o
town and country than has Messrs. Shep-
ard & Griffin.  Their business connections
with the community are manifold, and we
have been at some pains to learn such facts
as we can bearing upon them. The co-
partners are 8. Shepard and J. Griffin, and
the firm was formed last January, then suc-
ceeding to Griffin & McKnight, which had
been in existence for four years. We
hardly know to which of Shepard & Griffin’s
nvcci:xltu'x in trade to give prominence.
They are very extensive grain buyers and
shippers,.they are,the leading coal mer-
chants 6f town, and their transactions in
lumber, lime, eement, &c., constitutes a
large business i itself. They occupy Ware-
houses Noe, 1 and 2 mpon the line of the
Grefit Western, and we must concede @he
fact that hetter arrangenients for handling
and storing’ grain could hardly be had by
the fiemif these warehouses were converbed

to the m elevator, The #rm pur-
chinses grain'Wre and at, other points along
the Canada Sotthern and theGreat Western
railways, Mri'8hepard making his home at
Port Stanley, where he also officiates as a
grain buyer, the business here being nnder
the personal management, of Mr. Griffin—a
shrewd, active business mang who has evi-
dently familiarized himself ~with the
““ points” of the trade. Some idea of. the
extent of the grain trade of the finm may be
formed when we state that their purchases
of grain per y average from one quarter
torone half million bushels. In this total
are included the wheat, oats, barley and
peas annually handled. A large pereent.
of ghis is for export, the firm shippingdirect
to Wiverpool, while a considerable quantity
goes via rail to New York and Boston.
The grain purchases of the firm have
brought them in contact with the farmers of
a large area of country, and we believe
these farmers will admit that their busi-
ness relations with Shepard & Griftin (barr-
ing the low prices of grain that at times
prevail) have been of the pleasantest possi-
ble character.

Large as is the grain trade of.the fi¥m, it
is but one item of the business. Their coal
trade is exceptionally large. They import
dircet from the mines, and the quantity of
y black diamonds handled is simply immense,

We would be afraid to tell how many car
loads of anthracite and bituniinous eoal are
now stored in the large sheds and under the
grain warchonses. It would’ seem as if
there was enough to last the county for a
year or two, but it is coming and going so
rapidly that the stock is constantly chang-
ing.  We also notice in what excellent
shape the coal is sent out to the retail eon-
sumer here in town and country. Itis all
carefully screened, full weight is guar-
anteed, and the utmost pains are taken to
give the most complete satisfaction to every
customer,

I'he lumber trade of the firm also calls
for separate mention. Their * yards are
bounded upon two sides by the railway
tracks, so that the material is easily re-
ceived and shipped—indeed, the firm have
8o systematized all the departments of the
business that there are few snggestions of
improvements that we could” make. The
stock of lmmber usually carried ranges fn}nm
a quarter to half a million feet, and during
the past season the demand has been
especially good, The firm buys from ditfer-
ent sources, but the bulk of lnmber handled
comes from the (ieorgian Bay region. In
both coal and lumber a large wholesale
trade is had, even up the line of the Lon-
don, Huron & Bruce Railway, as well as to
nearly all the towns and vallages near here.

Ther ain, there is still another depart-
ment of trade that must not be overlooked.
The firm | a ‘e a large wood yard, and at all
somsons of the year are prepared to fill or-
ders for fire-wood in any quautity. To
manage the business,fvaried and extensive
ag it is, leaves Mr, Griffin little leisure
time. He never appears quite happy, how-
ever, unless thoroughly busy, and he scems
to be quite well satisfied with the way the
world wags.

J. Doyle &-Co.

One of the most successful of our many
grocery houses is that of J. Doyle & Co,,
and althongh established hardly one year,
yet it has gained not only an excellent
trade, but a position among our business
interests that speaks well for the future of
the house. The original firm consisted of
Messrs, J. Doyle and James O'Shea, their
partnership having been formed on the first
of January, this year. Within the past
two or three weeks another co-partner has
been admitted, in the person of Mr,

Li. Armstrong. These gentlemen are
young men who have been connectec
one way or another, with the business in-
terests of St Thomas or vicinity for a num-
ber of years, and they are working with a
will toward making their trade connections
wlth the people of the most satisfactory
character—satisfactory to themsclves and
to the public.  The general lines of trade
engaged in by the firm are groceries, pro-
visions, and liguors.
full stock articles
to be found in abundance, but particuls
tention is also paid to what are known as
tancy groceries.  The house makes it quite
a specialty-to cater to the hotel trade, while
; buginess 1s sccond to none
A very considerable jobbing trade is
had with smaller dealers in this section of
the country, also—indeed Messrs. Doyle &
Co. are sparing no cfforts in any direction
that promise to further their busine
wble way.

The house shows very
and not only are staple

here,

cess 1an hon
has begn very s

house have e ably in advance of
expectation indication points to
equally gratifying results for the coming
year,

McFPhorson ‘& Armstrong.

About two months ago a new firm en-
gaged in here, _the co-partners
being Mr. Hugh McPherson and Mr, R
Arnistrong.  These gentlemen ass
themselves together for the purpose of car-
rying forward a general merchant tailoring
and gentlemen’s furnishings business, They
secured excellent premises in the Southwick
Block, on.the north side of Talbot street,
and these they stocked with an dxcep-
tionally well selected and large assortment
of twe cloths, &e., both of French, Eng-
lish, Seotch, and Canadian manufacture,
Everything is Yrexh, the styles of goods are
the latest, and the people here have shown
their appreciation of the efforts of the firm
y extending them a patronage already
Leyond  their expectations, - Each of the
co-partners attends to the business, Mr,
McPherson managing. the sales department
and Mr. Armstrong (inng the cutting. The
last named gentleman has been similarly
enghged here for the past five years, and
abundant evidences of his skill have been
given, The firm have thus far employed
an average force of twelve to fourteen per-
sons, .'mﬁ'tln-_\' expect to increase the force.
Shirt making is another of the specialties of
the house, and perfect satisfaction 1is
guaranteed on orders, - The stock of gentle-
men's furnishings shown is large—there i a
host of nobby and stylish articles, and any
taste or purse can be suited. Messrs, Me.
Phergon & ‘Arlmtrnng are each young men
»»th‘y ang active workers, and we believe
they lave éntered upon a successful trade

business

place in the list of Jbusiness interests of
8t. Thomas,

degree of the prosperity that has attended
the town, and it may be considered as
ill | a representative interest. The late Mr. C,
a | Mitchell was the founder of the house, and

endorse the | until his death, two years ago. = The busi:,
ness has continued without interruption,

assumed mana,
ficial tate, and' 8o gthe emterpriseg¢ontinues to
g thrive, The buisiness transactéd is of more
than merely local importance,

. 0. Mitohell P
Since 1861 the d use of C. Mitchell,
tablished that year, has held a promihent

It has partaken in no small

e continued in active maungement of it

wowever, His

Mr. E. A, W, snell
i on behalf of the es-

A large
wholesale trade is had-- that is, large for a
town like this, and the wholgsale trade ex-
tends to all the coppigy naturally tributary
to St. Thomas as a8 to_points beyond —
going west nearly or quiteto Chatham, and
cast a provortionate distance, The briefest
pnnsihlc tour of observation of the house
shows how well iti#fitted to cater to both
a wholesale and gedail trade. The sales-
room proper is very atiractive—the furni-
ture is modern, the display of goods all
that one could expect. The entire building,
three flats and basement is used. Heavy
‘i(mds are stored inthe basement, the first
flat is the generai salesroomand dispensary,
the second is stocked with drugs,chemicals,
etc., and also has a room where trusses are
shown in great varicty, almost évery con-
ceivable kind heififfarvicd by the house.
The third flat is devoted to glassware and
the manuf i epartmeng, o The’ pute
ting D soi one kind and an-
wature of the business,

Balsam, Mitchell’s
a general rauge of
a8 ‘a matter of course,
jonces, etc. Another fea-
sesses is its remarkably
s of all kinds, and, so
trade is ®oncerned, it
th Be said of it that it
a druggist with every-
the way of stock. The
house employs sergons, the man-
agement of the drug ({clun'tumnt being
largaly with My. J. K. Seymour, a young
;gcnt]eumn, who has now been associated
with the house B little more than a year.
Business is reported as being very good, and
the house is  certainly wiuning new suc-
cesses with each passing twelve-month,

J. J. Hanratty.

When Mr.*Hanratty cstablished a dry
goods, millinery, and clothing house in St.
Thomas nearly | years ago, he was not
exactly a strangér to the community, for
many of our pegple, in their shopping ex-
cursions to the neighboring city of London,
had bad veecasivg drop into his establishs
ment there, those who knew him as a
London merchant were ready to extend to
him a cordial greeting upon his locating
here, Still, he was a comparative Atranger
to this community, He purchased the
stofk of Thomas Avrkell, taking possession
of the premises oecupied by the old house,
and he began the task of working off one
of the largest stocks of goods ever brought
to St. Thomag, “Me hafl a thorough know-
ledge of the duties and responsibilities ve-
fore him—before engagiug 1n trade in Lon-
dont he had been buyer for one of the
Toronto houses, and in that capacity had
familiarized himself with the markets of
old world - and #w, and his efforts as a
merchant here have been eminently suc-
cessful. ‘I'ne old stock was rapidly dis-
posed of, and thonsands upon thousands of
dollars worth of new goods have since been
boughtand ‘sold.| Upon the counters and
shelves of the ebtablishment can now be
found a choieely selected as well as large
stock of fresh goods, the selections having
been made by Mr. Hanratty, and to ex-
pressly meet the demands of the trade that
centres here, Th¢ stock is a comprehen-
sive one, too.” Inthe line of dry goods the

visitor to the hi can find almost any
and everything gud not only that, but

Oils, Extracts,
ture the housa
full line of toile
far as its whi
may with pérf
is prepared to
thing he need

courteous sal n ati nce, read
and willing b :’Eoﬂi e m{llinerz
department i8 a leading feature of the
trade, and so lare cloths, piece goods and
merchant tailoring. Inbrief, there is not a
more complete establishment of the kind in
town,

Mr. Hanratty occupies one of the finest
salesrooms in the town, in the Free Trade
buildings, Talbot street, opposite the Mer-
chants’ Bank, It is 24x100 feet, the rear
portion, usedas a millinery room and man-
tle show room bheing elevated above the
main floor, and underneath it is a half base-
ment, which makes a most excellent apart-
ment for clothing, hats and caps. The
house thus has a metropolitan appearance,
and is in keeping with the trade which it
commands. Though competitition is and
has been very lively, Mr. Hanratty ex-
presses himself well pleased with the re-
sults of his business action. His trade has
grown each year, and to-day the house
occupies a leading place among our mercan-
tile interests. 'l he personal management of
affairs is with Mr. Hanratty. He is a
young man, but ke has nevertheless had
about twenty-five years’ experience in the
trade. That experience is put to good ac-
count, and, as a result, the enterprise
thrives.

The Union Mills.

Messrs. Haight & Willson;fitta triple
place in the husiness community of the
county. They are woolen manufacturers,
millers and merchants, and we refer to each
of the interests represented by them. The
firm own and operate the Union Woolen
Mills, located at Union, five miles south of
St. Thomas, The mills are located upon
r Creek, and the firm unquestionably
possess the best water power in the county,
It is an old water privilege, too. Nearly or
quite half a century ago Mr. James Haight,
father of the senior member of the firm of
which we write, established mills there,
and he continued operating them until suc-
ceeded by Haight & Willson some twelve or
fourteen years ago, The woolen mill is a
one sett affair, operating 3060 spindles, 1n-
cluding the twster. Its looms, dyeing,
fulling, scouring, and other machinery 1s
complete and modern, and in addition to
this manufacturing machinery are roll cards
for custom work,; The produect of the fac-
tory is "I\I’lnuu.‘ Tweeds, blankets; - flan-
nels, yarns, horsh blankets, wincies, jeans,
&c., are made, and we believe this is the
only  woolen fagtory in this portion of
Ontario that manufactures the last-named
articles, Nearly all .the goods made are
for the. retail or home trade, too, and this
fact tells louder than words in what esteem
the enterprise is held by the people. The
consumption of wool for manufacturing pur-
poses is about one hundred pounds per day.
A large per cent, of this wool is of domes-
tic growth-—the remainder (especially used
in making the finer grades of goods) 18 im-
ported. The product of the mills is sold
both at Union and at the warerooms of the
firm here, (Conneeted with the woolen
factory is a flouring mill for custom and
merchant work, It has three ran of stone,
and it, also, is doing & {)mspvroun business,
chiefly supplying nfocn market.

Last March Messrs. Haight & Villson
opened their warehouse here. Its chief ob-
ject is to afford those who trade in St.
Thomas the opportunity of buying the best
quality of home made goods from first
hands, and, to add to the general usefuiness
of the house, othér lines of dry goods and of
boots and shoes” have been added to the
stock. Wool is also purchased here or
taken in exchange for goods, and Mr. Will.
son informs us that he has already received
about 25,000 pounds of wool from farmers’
wagons since the honse was opened. Mr,
Haight remains at the mills, while Mr.
Willson puts in his time here. Both aré
practical woolen manufacturers—they have
virtually grown up in @he business, and
either is competent to direct all its details,
Their reputation as manufacturers and
dealers will bear eriticism, and as active
workers we thus allude to them and the

Leanord, George Scott, Geo. Llo yd, D,
Ferguson, Henry Brown, 8, \\'cljon, b S

career. -

~

et foomors” ! b
blushing honors” of now having been longer
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orkshire—but he has been a résident of |
Canada since 1856.

St. Thomas from the neighboridg, city of ‘ with the same ease that impressions are |

mad® upon a printing press.

plerking, but upon coming here he opened & ‘ dop & Cooper also introduced the ¢ carbon”’

hich to catalogue but a t}_\e
pay be named Excelsior | WO

v #
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John Midgley. covery, The company has its headquarters A J. Wood.
~ in New York, and ghey.are, wo iy Renders of the Trmus,

Although Mr. Midgley has none of the

of a patriarch he *‘ bears‘the
@ (without interrmption) in St. k
n

nativity he is an Englishman—from |

Mr. Midgley came to |

London, There he had been engaged in |
ready-made clothing and furnishing gonds
house, the first of its kind,.we believe, to 1
be established hiere. At all events, it is | °
now the only one, nor is there room for any

other while nearly all the dry goods dealers

dabble more or less in the same lines, Mr.

Midgley has ogeupied the same premises all |
the time. He owns the property, and he |
has converted it into a most excellent place |
of business. The building is of brick, |
three floors, and uniform with most of the |
business blocks upon the street. The |
trade held by the house is the outgrowth of |
many years’ careful attention—old cus-
tomers adhere to it, and those who have

located here of late years #ind it & reliable |

No pretensions |
i

place at which to trade,
are indulged in—it appears to be the princi- |
ple of the house to carry full lines of goods

and to sell them at a reasonable profit
more than this no one conld ask. |

We had almost forgotten to state that | Martin. Fhey may drop into the store aud | the house are imported direc

not on¥ are full lines of ready-made cloth-
ing and furnishing godds carried, but gar- i
ments are made to order, so that' the house
is asmerchant tailoring establishment as
well. The agtive management of the busi-
ness is with gl r. Midgley and ‘his son, and
they are filling their respective places in
usiness circle of townin a manner
hy of coinmendation, /

W, Noal.

Onerof the most @ttractive ot our many
dry-goods houses is the onggof which the

ovér by Mr. Wan. Neal. 1t has lon
been before the public as a candidatefor
laurels to become known to most of our
readers, and in thus writing of it we desire
to pay a well deserved compliment to an
cngcrprise that has been conducted not only
suceessfully in a business sense, but in the
way of making friends, Mr. Neal has been
a resident of St. Thomas for the past twelve
or fifteen years—we believe he is anative
of London, England—at all évents heisa
young man, and since coming here he has
been actively associated, in one way or an-
other, with our business interests.,, He be-
gan trade for himself about eight years ago,
in partnership with Mr. Thomas Arkell.
The firm had scarcely been established a
| year when their premises were destroyed
by fire. ‘Then came a dissolution of part-
nership, and Mr. Neal has since conducted
the business alone. He has an extremely
neat and attractive honse where the 1 9
of the community find much to interest
them, especially 1n the way of all manner
of staples and novelties in the dry goods
line, as well as in so-called notions and mil-
inery., A central location is had by the
house, & good, healthful trade is done, and
the proprietor is industriously engaged in
carrying forward his self-appointed task in
connection with our other leading mer-
chants. Though no extravagant pretensions
are indulged in,and no resort is had to bom-
bastic assertions, yet everything moves
along smoothly —the staff of salesmen show
that a prosperous trade is had,and in assert-
ing the fact we only make mention of what
everybody in the community has cbserved.
And while the dry goods department is
complete the millinery and mantle depart-
ments are equally so.  KEspecial attention
is givento them —the house spares no pains
to have the latest patterns of fashionable
millinery, and under the manipulation of
deft fingers in the work rooms spring into
being many of those “loves of bounets,”
which e all admire. In the millinery
work-rooms fourteen | ers ns are employed.
Mr. Neal reports le with him as show-
ing quite an 1niprovement this year over
last, still he joins the other merchants in
wishing for the advent of ‘‘the beantiful
snow.”
-4 —
Charles Ree.

The grain business of St. I'homas, as will
be seen by the brief summary the TiMES
makes of 1t in this issue, is of real import-

More than that, onr grain buyers
very clever lot of gentlemen, and con-
cerning some of them we have made men-
tion in these columns, In the list the name
of Mr, Charles Roe figures conspicuously.
There are¢ few people hereabouts who do
not know him, and we tike the liberty of
chronicling such items as we have con-
cerning him and his business.  Mr. Roe is
a native Canadian. He came to St. T"homas
in the year 1843, and ever since has been
comlc(,;ted, in one capac ty or another, with
our grain trade—indeed, we beligye he is
now the oldest grain buyer in the connty of
Elgin.  His first experience here was as a
clerk for Mr. James Blackwood, now de-
ceased, and in 1849 he became a co-partner
with Mr. Blackwood, the business {win/; a
queer cnm}muml of merchandizing. milling,
and grain buying—the firm then operating
the St. Thomas Mills, which were burned
in 1851. 1In 1852 Mr. Roe formed partner
ship with a brother, under the style of J. A.
and (. Roe, general merchants, and two
years after anether brother, Mr. Peter Roe
became a partner, under the style of Roe
Bros. They rented the Metealf Block, and
did a general dry goods, grocery, and hard-
ware business until 1863, The partnership
was then dissolved, and since then Mr, Roe
has done an exclusive grain trade. In for-
mer years he was also connected with
ship-owning. In 1860 he built a vessel —
the Mary Roe—which made one or more
trips to Hamburg, Germany, and he has
also owned three other vessels, among them
the steamer Banshee, which was lost in
Lake Ontario about the year 1860. In
January, 1865, Mr. Roe found himself in
financial difficulties. A compromise was
effected after about six months, so that
really there has been no cessation to his
business, except that resulting from a fire,
which burned his warelouse about four
years ago. - Last year he built a convenient
and commodious warehouse by the side of
the G. W. Railway, on Talbot street, and
his last fall's operations resulted in hand-
ling not far from 80,000 bushels of barley,
as well as large quantities of other grain,
His purchases and shipments of grain this
yEAT W h at leAst 100,000 bushela.
His purchase of peas, for exportation to
England, will be about 20,000 bushels, and,
in one way or aunother, heis managing to
disburse a good deal of money among our
farmers. There is scarcely a busier man to
.be met with in- St. Thomas, or one who is
more in sympathy with the progressive
element of the town, Heis now, and for
most of the time for the past twenty years
has been, a member of the Town'y Couneil
and he isalso now a candidate for th
Mayoralty.

Lindop & b::opcr.

The “art photographic” has its numer-
ous representatives in St, Thomas, as well
as in other places of like size, and in the
rooms of Messrs. Lindop & Cooper one can
while away an _hour very pleasantly, The
work exhibited is really artistic, instead of
that trash which characterizes too many so-
called photographic parlors, and’ that leads
us to digress long enough to say that the
word ‘* photography,” like *‘charity,” is
made to cover a multitude of sins. Inspect-
ing the many portraits on exhibition in the
rooms of which we write, we notice several
things. We observe that attention is paid
to pose—not a-constrained but a natural
attitude-is had, and we also notice that de-
served attention is given to the arrangement
of drapery. Then, too, every detail is
clearly defined. Instead of blurs and in-
distinct outlines, the work is as clearly cut
as in the finest steel engravings, Eupccinlly

is this true of the ‘‘artotype™ process, and

that leads us. to say that Messrs, Lindolv &

Cooper not long since purchased the right

for North and South America for the se-

called artotype process, and a company has

enterprises they conduct.

about te revolutiomize the Klwmgraphiu

Thomas than any other of our merchants. | wo had, probably wonld not mako gagpive

lithographic press, instead of by the o
| system, and that ¢opies can be stricken of

| by comparison rank with

Times now writes, and which is - presideds

usiness of the country., We haven't apace i
) write of the discovery in detail, and, if

nderstood, but one point we _name, £N¢
hat is thatthe * printing” is dobe upon

Messrs, Lin-

yrocess to the phutngrnyhurs of Canada,
wid most beautiful work is tl}e result,
In their rooms here we notice that a large

per cent. of the work done ig of the more
expensive character,

India iuvk, silycr
printing, oil, and all the systems that give
the best results, are used,.mul while we
don’t wish - to unduly compliment the firm,
wo can truthfully say that their work will
the finest made.
We can most cordially extend an invitation
to our readers to visit their rooms, nearly |
opposite the Hutchinson House As we
have .said, much will be fonnd to in-
terest and instruct,

W. F. Martia.

Comparatively few of our readers, we

| dure say, have anything like an accurate

idea of the extent of business done by Mr.

observe that it is fully stocked with every-
thing - that appertains to the dry goods
tradeé, they may notice the fact tbat sales-
men aié busy and that a good trade is being
carried forward, but they learn but little of
the full exBent of the business of the house.
A Trns reporter has aimed to pierce below
the surface, and he learns, among other
£¥in s, that the house is quite an empléyer
of labor, Toillustrate, ovo of the leading
specialties of the business is the Smanufae.
ture of gentlemen’s, ladies® and chile
\mder-f;, rivomall it gunerof material ; over-
allg and’ smo ks, ladies’ mantles, ulsters,
dresses auéirts, and the same class of
goods for

Isters, ovegeoats, suits, &e., the latter be-
ing aspecialtyy (n other words, the house

es are made, as well as boys’ |

whether residents

of St. Thomas and vicinity or not have

secome acquainted with M Wood’s name

g | through the mediuin of the advertising

| eolumns of the paper.
a ;l)llreciutintl upon the value of printer's ink
14  he hastiken that method to make himself

Placing a

oper

g and his business known, and we think his

observation of the resnlts woultl be summed
up inthe expres-ion “it pays”, s that as
itmay, not a husivess enterprise of anry
character has move raptdly won friends and
trade than has his during the past twelve
months, Mr. Wood came here from
Spartaabout one'year ngo and established
business. ¢In his old home he bad been
actively engaged in trade for twenty years,
so, although a recent comer to 8t. Thoman
Ie is one of the old Dbusiness men of the
County. Mr. Wood makes o specialby sof
the grocery and provision trade, 1lle pur-
chased the building in N Block,
formerly occupied by Molson k, which
he refitted and adapted to the needs of bis
business, and we ecan, in justice, compli
ment him upon having a’ very complele
establishment. “‘The selesroom proper is
fiity feet deep, and attached to anid i the
rear of it is a commodious warchouse 75
feet decp. Here are displaycd all the ton-
ponent clements of amodern gocery house
A large per cent i the goeds handled by
and all that

oean do ¥

ife

capital gnd business -exper
bemg agsamplishcd with re
have already. hinted at.
are that Mr. Wood has dane at
times as much husiness during

he had anticipated, and he naturally feels
well satisfied, Besides nis stove here, he is
aJso engpged in trade at Springficid, wherd
he 'has & dry goods and grocery house that
is also doing well. - To manage the alfuirs of
:buth these enterpriscs calls ior lard work
and close application, but we can’t sec that
Mr, Wood 18 lnslng‘;m‘ythin;: in **avoirdu
pois " as a reshlt. v

Turvill Bros.
The St.” Thomas Mills
hereabouts. They have

which we

tual taets

least three
thig year as

by

well known
wen in operation

are

is amodern furnishings establishment, as
well as adry goods emporium, amd i estab-
lishing and’ successfuily carrying forward
spch a business, Mr.” Martin has deserved

1e success that has attended it, Fourteen
or more ladies are employed upon the prem
ises, as well as quite a number out of the
house, and the facilities of the house
sueh that any order can be prowmptly
satisfactorily filled. The various other de-
partments of the house are in equally
shape. In dr goods, in house furnish-
mgé, in hosiery, and the thousand other
things, the needs of the community haye
been consulted, and the result is that every-
thing moves along smoothly as can be. The
manufacturing department is under the
charge of Mr, Lindsay, but to the entire
busifiess br. Martin gives his persoval at-
tention. Thotigh yet a young man, he has
been lpng and faverably known in connec-
tion with the.dry goods trade of this por-
tion of the Province. , He used to be con-
nected with the house of Wall & Martin, of
Chatham, (in which town he now has a
brother doing a large dry goods trade—
tirm of Laing & Martin), and he came from
Chiatham here two years ago, buying out
the firm of Jones & Co., long and favorably
known to the trade hereabouts. The old
prestige of the house has not been lost un-
der the new management, and Mr. Martin
has not only added very largely to the re-
sources of the house, but its trade has very
materially grown under his management.
He is a live business man, and his efforts
here have not been. without their re-
sults.

Korr Bros.
The *“ Red Star™ grocery house, in the
Arkell block, Talbot street, is one of the
‘ institutions ” of the street.  Certainly it
is one of the neatest appearing houses of its
kind here, and so far as stock is concerned
or character of trade done, we are inclined
to think the Messrs. Kerr have little to
complain of, Their firm was formed in
July, then succeeding to the igrocery and
provision trade of Mr. Arkell. They not
only largely increasedjthe stock, but added
wines and liquurs, so that the wants of
either hungry or thirsty are catered to.
This firm is composed of two brothers, W.
J. and G. C. Kerr. 'They are young men,
and if not natives of this vicinity, have
passed most of their lives here.  For some
time W, J, Kerr was in trade at Aylmer,
and G, C. used to be in the liquor business
here, They both have an extended ac-
quaintance, and it is evident their friends
are extending them a hearty patronage.
The house has a considerable wlolesale, as
well as large retail trade, but we believe
they do not do any traveling for orders
now, the wholesale trade coming to the
house, It is easily apparent that the firm
is prepared to fill orders, large or small, and
they are certainly sparing no efforts to give
satisfaction to their numerous customers,
Everything about the house looks well—the
stock is kept in good shape, and the Red
Star grocery house may, in ecvery respect,
challenge comparison with its numerous
competitors in St. Thomas,

* D. Forguson.

Upon the completion of the ¢ Victoria
Buildings” Talbot street, corner of the mar-
ket square, about seven years ago, Mr. D.
Ferguson became one of the ‘‘noble army
of martyrs ” known to the world at large as
grocery and provision dealers. He soon at-
tracted a trade “of sufficient importance to
bring his house into prominence, and
through all the mutations incident to mer-
cantile operations during the past seven
years he {'ms not only held his own, but
materially increased the annual sales of the
house. This, too, in the face of the fact
that grocery and provision houses have be-
come almost ‘‘ thick as leaves in the Vale
of Valambrosa.” For the year now closing
the amount and value of gonds handled has
been considerably greater than for the pre-
vious twelvemonth, and Mr: Ferguson natu-
rally takes solid comfort in contemplating
the fact.

Mr, Ferguson is a native of St. Thomas,
and, almost as a matter of course, isa
young man. His life, has been passed here
and in the Ntates, and his practical, matter-
of-fact observation of men and things, ‘and
his careful study of trade principles so far
as. they apply to his own Yn\siness has re-
sulted in matter-of-fact ideas, as well as ap-
plication of those id?u. As a grocer and
provision merchant he caters to the retail
trade of town and country—it is here that
he has won his trade success, and it is here
that he anticipates winning still greater
success. Carrying large and well-selected
stocks of goods, giving customers value re-
ceived for their money, and extending cour-
teous attentions to all, have resulted ina
prosperous . businese; and we accordingly
make note of it:

H. M. Willson.

As we have elsewhere had occasion to re-
mark, nearly every line of trade is well
represented in St. Thomas. The boot and
shoe trade is no exception, and among
others who make it a specialty is Mr H.
M. Willson, whose place of,business is upon
Talbot street, just opposite the market,
Mr Willson is a native of the neighboring
county of Kent. He came here froui Ridge-
town about fifteen years ago, but he did not
engage in trade‘for himself until seven years
ago then occu ing the same location as he
doos now. @18 a thorovghly practical
man, having had twenty or more years’ ex-
periente, and he continues to do all the
oitt ny fo: the manufacturing department
of his bussiness, which employs a half
dozen workmen, This custem mnuafactur-
ing is a leading specialty. of Mr. Willson’s
trade, but not to the exclusion of carrying a
general stock of goods from the leading
wholesale wmanufacturers of _the country,
It the selection of this stock Mr. Willson
has shown the' taste and judgment of a

practical man, and he has rcceived a trade
that is is of the best crder. A
and a worker, he is doing all in his

A young man_
powex

already been formed to introduce the dis.

are |

we dou’t know how lot the mill privijege

was one of the first granted in this section,
| and the Turvill family bhave carried on
| milling there for nearly a quarter of a cen
| tury. Twenty-three ycars ago the late Mr,
\ Richard Turvill first became proprictor,
and he remained counceted with the busi
ness until his death, four yea 0
l The tirm of Turvill Bre it four
| co-partners : Messrs, G., R., H. I
Turvill, the three former attending f
fairs at the mill, while the latter h ce
of the lour, feed and sced warchouse in the

Metealfe Block. The mill is, we believe,

the largest in the connty. It has five run
of stone, and either or water power i8
used to drive the machinery. 'I'hree turbin
wheels are in phce, one of sisty-five and

two of twelve horse power each.  There is
also a 25 horse power engine.  The mill i
kept busy upon both merchant and custom
work. The custom grinding amounts—to
about 200 bushels per day. and the store re-
ceives from two to three tous of flour per
day. A local market ishad for the product
of the mill, nearly all the -flour made heing
sold in this immediate vicinity.

The Mes Turvill Bros. are not only
known as millers, but they are building up
a large trade as seedsmen, In-clover and
timothy seed: + pecially they have a whole
sale business, and this trate cubraces the
general range of garden and ficld sceds.
The - firm has conferred a bevelit npon the
community by establishing this branch of
business, and we ¢ to know that the
enterprise has been successful.

The City Flouring Mills.
Messrs. Weldon, Lunn & Co. are
ing forward

carry-
a good work, and vs *“ye
honest millers” are {eserving of mention
in these columns, I'he firm comprises
three co-partners: Wm. Weldon, J. T.
Lunn, and H. Livens, all of whom devote
their personal attenticn to the business.
The firm, as it now is, was formed Jast
May, succeeding to Weldon, Reed & Lunn,
who built the mill in August, 1877. It i
very conveniently situated by the side of
the Great Western and Canada Southern
Railway tracks, thus having every facility
for shipping any surplus of flour manufac-
tured, and the capacity of the mill, which
has three run of stone, may be fairly placed
at 100 barrels per day. One of these run,
however, is for chopped feed.  Both mer-
chant and custom work is done, but nearly
if not quite the entire market for flour mado
i8 here or in this immediate vicinity, a fact
that speaks well for the estimation in which
the City Flouring Mills are held. Especial
attention is paid to custom grinding, and
our farmer friends will find every accom-
modation extended them that they conld
reasonably ask for, ’

The motive power of the mill is steam, a
40-horse-power engine being i place. Mr.

.T. Lunn is the engineer, (and book-
kcvpo_r:\lm, we believe) Mr. Wm. Weldou
attends to the genecral outside management,
while all the praises or curses v good or
bad flour mypst. dell aipon Mr. _H. Livens,
who is the" {iractical miller. *Phe” firm re-

port busines 8 thaving been right good,
and they ar A
make it bettkr,

inly sparing no cflort to
The Royal Oak Mills.

St. Thomas is indebted to Messrs, Oill &
Reed for “a .new manufacturing interest
Until recently, we have been dependant
upon other sections  for our supply of oat
meal, but now those who take their morn-

that they are aiding to sustain a home in-
terest, therefore
“ Let those now eat who never ate hefore,
And those who ate now eat the more.”
The enterprise, as'a St. Thomas intere "
bas but a brief history.  The firm of Qill &
Reed, until between two and three months
ago, had been operating an oat meal mill at
Springfield. For various good and sufficient
reasons they resolved te remove here, so
their mill at Springfield was torn down,
transported and set up here, The mill has
two ran of stone, with capacity of produc-
ing about fifty barrels of meal per day. The
market for this product is both at home and
abroad. - The domestic consumption is
large, and the surplus is ipped by the
firin to Halifax or Glasgow, as the case may
be. While engaged in this business at
Springfield the firm won an exeellent repu-
tatipn, and since their mills have heen
fairly ih running order here, they have
turned out a grade of goods that attests how
complete are all their facilities and how
thnmu%j;ly they desire to produce only the
best. aturaily enough, they look for a
largely increased trade since they have so
improved their shipping facilities, and we
have no hesitation in predicting that the
most sanguine expectations of the firm ‘will
be realized.

G. W. Wilcox.
Another of our ‘“ East End” friends who
is building up a large and reaunerative
trade is Mr. G. W, Wilcox. He is one of
our wholesale wine and liquor merchants,
and though his business was established no
longer ago than last May," it has grown to
occupy: & prominent place in the trade circle
of the town, - Mr. Wilcox is by no means a
stranger to the people of Klgin County, as
he belongs ty one of our oldest familics,
Before engaging in trade he was a farmer
indeed, he still owns a fine farm near here
a sort of anchor, we suppose. Since open-
ing his wine and lignor house he has given
the business his entire attention, and though
the business transacted is of a character
that extends to most of the surronnding
towns, little orno traveling is done. The
wholesale orders come to the house, and
from all we can learn, the enterprise is in a
prosperous condition. We wouldn’t advise
any one to patronize the house— the matter
of purchasing liquors or using them niust
be left to individual option—but if any of
our readers require pure wines, good
brandies, excellent liquors or ales, we can
simply say that Wilcox keeps them, and we

to further his own interests and the generl ! don't doubt he will give large or small or.
trade of the town,

ders prompt attention,

ing porridge can do 8o with the knowledge
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