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C.P. R MUST PAY
ARREARS INTAXES

Forfeiture Proceedings Instituted by
Government on Behalf of Lecal
Improvement Districts.

Forfeiture proceedings for the re-
covery of arrears of taxes in local imn-
provement districts and rural schoo!
districts were held before Chief Jus-
tice Bifton in Calgary on December
15th and in Macleod on December
18th. These procecdings were similar

55T

DT ToRs 104 ermion, Ean "
and Wetaskiwin, and are instituted
by the Alberta government purely to
assist the districts concerned in the
colleeting of the taxes aue on pat-
ented lands,

At Calgary, the attorney general’s
department, represented by Deputy
Attorney General Woods, called for
the payment of arrears of taxes -m
the lands of the Calgary and Edmon-
ton railway. R, B. Bennett, on behalf
of the company, disputed the confir-
mation of arrears on the ground that
the company’s lands are not liable to
taxation until after the date of pat-
ent. 8. B. Woods held that the liabil-
ity begins as soon as the lands are
sélected. The taxation on some fifty
sections of land is at issue, but many
more lands belonging to the company
will come under assessment in the
future. - Chief Justice Sifton reserved
judgment.

The local improvement act dealing
with ilfe question of taxation, re-
quires that notiees of warning be reg-
istered sixty days before the holding
of court, to every party who is shown
by the land’s titles office or returns
of arrears, to be interested in proper-
ty affected. If such warning is not
heeded the government gives notice
of intention to sell the land in ques-
tion for arrears of taxes or to vest in

the crown the title to forfeit property.'

Within a year from the forfeiturce
the owner may redeem his property
by applying for the same and paying
the taxes thereon. Very few forfeit
ures have been reccrded, thus show-
ing that the proceedings adopted are
most effective in attaining the end for
which they were instituted.

Sikhs For th= Cotton Fields.

Vancouver, Dec. 21.—Ten thousand
Sikhs from Northern India are to be
lacated the plantations of th=

Where 1wbot conditions fire said to be
very favorable. This is the ambi-

tious project: Teja Bingh, the leader

of the local East Indian colony, plans,

to carry out during the coming year.
Although the details are withheld for
the present, Teja Singh declares that
the letter and the spirit of the con-
tract labor law prohibiting the impor-
taton of aliens under econtract into
the United Btates will not be viola-
ted. He is receiving the co-operation
of M. T. C. Crawford of Pasadeno,
Cal.,, who registered from London,
England, at the Hotel Vancouveér last
Monday. Mr. Crawford endeavored
to make it quite clear that his mo-
tives in the matter are purely altruis-
tic and disinterested. He has had
numerous conferences with the B8ikh
leaders on his arrival in Vancouver,

King Will Visit France

London, Deecember 22.—King Ed-
ward's physicians are not at all
pleased today over his determination
to start tomorrow for Sandringham,
for the Royal family Christmas cecle-
bration. They fear the effect of the
rigorous east coast elimate on - the
King’s throat, and wpusual orepara-
tions are being m=de to guard
against exposure, It is wunderstoad
that the King will leave for Southern
France immedictely {following fh
Christmas’ party at Sandringham.
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Christmas Shoppers

Will find our store open
every night until 10 e’clock
until Christmas. Chist-
mas éve we will be opew
tilt 11 o’clock.
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THREE LABOR MEN SENTENCED.

For Part Played in a Boycott of a St.
Louis Firm by the American
Federation of Labor.

Washington, Dec. 23.—Samuel Gom-
pers was sentenced to twelve months,
John Mitchell to nine months and
Secretary Morrison to six months by
a decision of the Supreme Court for
the Distriet of Celumbia, written oy
Justice Wright, in 'the casc growing
out of the boyecott of the Buick Stove
and Range Company of St. Louis by
the American Federation of Labor.

Fnurs Stolen.

Toronto, Dec. 23—Daring burglars
thousand
of furs irom the warehouse of Wag-

=3 o ., i g
dtheet  -ea 5 OrTing;

bery was discovered when the place
was opened today, the men having
cut through from a vacant store ad-
joiming.

CASTRO’S POWER SAID
0 BE FINALLY ENDED

While the President’'s Preésence Puz-
zles Germany His Enemies at
Home Are Busy—Attempt to As-
sassinate His Rival Fails.

Williamstad, Curzcao, Dec. 22—Re-
ports brought here today by the steam-
er Seulia indicate that the,outbreak
[agwinst President Castro ( Caraecas
last week has been followed by other
developments showing the unrest of
:t]w country. t is declared that the
political prisoneis at Porto Cabello
. have been set at liberty, and that ev-
{eral partisan® of President Casiro
there have been imprisoned. It is
| rumored also that ¢two Venezuelan
delegates have left Caracas for Wil-
,liamstad to opensnegotiations with the
| Duteh colonial government for a set-
tlement of the existing difficulties. The
new Venezuelan administration has
revoked the decrce prounibiting trans-
shipment at Williamstad of goods de¢s-
tined for Venezuelan ports. This
measure has been the principal eausc
oi the strained relations between Hol-
land and Venezuela, and its reversa-
tion is regarded by well informed per-
| sons here as meaning the settlement
of the dispute between the two gov-
ernments.

Caracas, Dec. 22—There is
military activity

muzh
everywhere, and

troops are recruited and armed in $he

“to Castro will e

| - Williamstad,, Curacao, Dec, 22—The
deduetion from the latest news 'frem
Caracas - which tells of the enforoed
resignation of the Castro cabinet;, is
that the reign of President Castro in
Venezuela is over. The downfall of
President Castro was completed yes-
terday with the irustration of a des-
perate plot to assassinate Juan Vi-
cente Gomeze, the provisional presi-
dent of the republic. A prominent
lawyer has filed an accusation in the
tHigh Federal court charging Castro
with complicity in the attempt at as-
sassination and proposing his im-
peachment.
|  Berlin, Dec. 23—President Castro’s
sojourn in Berlin is bécoming a souree
of considerable embarrassment to the
' German authorities. Since his arrival
ihv has been most secretive about his
future plans, and the members of Lis
| suite are equally reticent. The result
is a flood of rumors, the general tenor
lof which is that Casirc is intriguing
lto get Germany tc hielp him out of his
{diplomatic difficulties. These reports
are indignantly refuted by the gov-
ernment officials, who deny that they
are having any official communication
i Their embarrassment,
however, is heightened by the sequel
of various German firms dealing in
arms and ammunition, who see in
| Cestro a possible customer. From
i these' firms he is receiving offers of
military supplies, including field guns
and large guantities oi rifles. In the
meantime Castro himseli is living at
a private hospital, where he has taken
a ten-room suite, confiming himself to
simple meals without wines. He at-
tends to only the most important part
of his correspondence, which fills scv-
eral baskets daily. Resident Venezue-
lan officials declare that Holland’s
seizure of the Venezuelan ships only
strengthens Castro’s position, as 1t
tends to rally all parties to the sup-
port of the existing adminisésation.
l __Cutting Off Castro’s Credit.
Willemstad, Curacoa, Dec. 22.—Pri-
;vate advices received here from Car-
acas today, state the unlimited letter
of credit issned in favor of President
Castro, -on his departuze for Europe,
has been cancelled by the Bank oi
Venezuela, whiehh hes sent cable in-
structioris ts . its correspondents at
Berlin and Paris to that efiect.

Hollanders Rejoice. .
{ - Hague, Dec. 22.—When it was offi-
cially announced today in the Cham-
ber of Deputies that Queen Wilhel-
mina was enciente, a number of
Socialists jeered and hooted Her Ma-
jesty. They were  derided. by the
great majority of the body, who
, greeted the announcement with joy-
ful ““Bravos.” The Queen’s physi-
-cians expect the event early in the
spring. They report that she is en-
joying perfect health. The hopes of
the Dutch pecple for an heir to ‘the
throne have been twicc -before dis-
appoin’ ’ The Queen is 28 years
old.

' iief Let Out.
Ottawa, Dec. 22—Chief of Police
Kiernan; of Buckingham, Que., has
been dismissed.. No reason is assign-
ed by the councillors. There has been
a considerable undercurrent of feeling
gince the strike riot a éotple of years

987 Jasese Ave, East.

ago,

TOOMUCH TRAFFIC
OVER THE BRIDGE

Farmers ¢f Clover Bar Will Protest
to ayCommission—C.P.R.
Also Take Action.

From. present indications the Ed-
monton Radial company in the next
few months will be up against several

worth !

snags in the operation of the inter-
urban line. The civic authoritics
have been informed that a meeting of

held

-4 g .

When Lbe commission reach the city
they will likely have a numbBer oi
i cages before them in conmection with
theestreet railway operation.

Clover Bar Farmers Protest.

The Clover Bar branch of the Al-
berta Farmers’ association have lodg-
ed a protest with the commission
against the congestion of the Sas-
katchewan bridge which they eclaim
is dangerous for traffic on account of
the two railway lines that now cross

the city.

Word has been received from the
C. P. R. that they will insist upon
the installation of derailing switehes
at the crossing on Whyte avenue,
Strathcona, and semaphores along
their right oi way to be provided by
the street railway. This matter wiil
also come up for discussion when the
board meets here.

Would Give Slower Service.

Supt.” Taylor strenuously objects-to
these switches as they 'will greatly in-
crease the difficulty of giving a fast
interurban service. At the present
time he thinks all precautions are
taken as the car is stopped before
crossing the C. P. E. raus and the
conductor goes ahead to see that the
line is clear.

Does Not Want Aid.

The superintendent also absolutely
denies a statement that has been
made to the effect that he intends
asking the Strathcona council to pay
part of the cost if the railway commis-
sion compels the installation of de-
railing switched and semaphores. Such
a request was mever conterhplated nor
will it be made.

BREAKING UP THE

e e -

iy

—ii

Another Turns State’s Evidence and
Corroborates Tehringer’s Story—
Two Women Testify to Outrages
of the Band.

Unijon City, Tenn., Dec. 22.—Two
women. and a girl today were wit-
neess¢es against the eight Reel Foot
natives, charged with the murder of
Captain Quentin Rankin, of outrages
against them by the night riders.
Another witness was Will Russell, &
night rider, who voluntarily’ turncd
state’s evidence to save his neck.
His story was praetically that told
yesterday by Fred Fehringer, relat-
ing to the cruel slaying of ,Captain
Rankin, corroborating it in, every
essential detail. | o

S N
ADDING CUBITS TOHER STATURE

Physical and Mental Dwarf, Though
of Aze, Resnonds to Treatment by
Growth and Intellectual Quicken-
ing:

London, Deec. 23.—The ‘experiment
of treating with thyroid extract a girl
physically and mentally undeveloped
has had remarkable suecess. The pa-
tient, Mildred Hart, although 23 years
of age, had the development of a
child of only five years. and was 33
inches fall. Her teeth were the same
as a child’s, her skin cold and harsh,
and her features were undeveloped.
She had no appetite and was genéral-
ly unobservant. This continued to Oc-
tober last. A physician then diagnos-
ing the absence of thyroid secretion,
took, charge of the case. He admip-
isterbd twelve half-grains of extract
to the thyfoid glands. The pat;!t
has now grown two and one-hfl
inches. Her skin is moist and warm,
her fece is considerably developed
and she .has cut several new teeth.
S8he is constantly hungry. The most
wonderful change, however, is in her
mental condition. She has become
extraordinarily loquacious, using a
vocéabitlary she could not have ac-
quired in two months, which shows
that she unconseiously listened to and
stored - up words without the power
of employving them:

After Mining Company.

Toronto, Dec. 22.—The Ontario gov-
ernment is taking action against the
management of the Beaver Consoli-
datéd Mining Company of < Cobalt;
where two miners were recently
killed through an alléged 'illéegal meth-
od of lowering and hoisting Buckets,
A charge has been laid against the
mitiing company belore Magjstrate
Atkinson at Haileybury of infringe-
ment of the mining law for failure to
have a ladder in the shaft.

Political Rumors,

Ottawa, Dec. 22.—It is said in poli-
tical eircles that if it is found to be
impossible to secure o seat for
Templeman in British Columbia,
Baskatehewan will be given a cabinet
minister in the near future. In that
evéent,’ Ralph S8mith would become
Minister for British Columbia with-
out portfolio. Saskatchewzn = Lib-
érals have been pressing the claims
of that provinee for'dome weeks.

FRENCH BARK MISSING.

Feared She HMas Foundered With
. Crew of Sewentéen Men,

North Sidney, N. S., Dec. 23.—A
cablegram from St. Pierre, Migq.,
Miq., states’ that the French bark
Artere, which 1éft France on Nbv. 8th
with a consighment of salt for the
firm of Gaston Menier, has probably
been lost with its crew of 17 men.

FOWLER TELLS HOW
THE DEED WAS DONE

Bou%_ht $6 Land at $3.50 Per Acre—
he Fine Points of the Transac-
___action Aired Before the St. John
" Court. B P

e e

St. John, N.B., Dec. 22—At the aft-

Pope, Fowler, in his evidence said:
“I told Mr. Pugsley that I was get-

it. This complaint will have a hear- 1avi
ing when the commission meets in,r2pid sale of the land as I' was mu]ch
i I also

|

Tof the

ting up a syndicate to purchase a tract

gested that he be one oi them. 'I had
lately returned from there and may
have made some statement as to the

impressed with the country.
said that each mémbér of the syndi-
cate was to put up $200 to defray the

|initial expenses of locating the land.”
“Did you tell Mr. Pugsley that the:

shares were .to be divided?”

“I never told- him that the shares
were to-be divided into thirds and
these into tenths, such a thing would
have been absurd.”

“Did you tell him no more money
would be required?”’

“I. told him that in my opinion we
would be able to sell before we had
to.put, up any purchase money, but I
added that he would have to be pre-
pared if we c¢ould not to earry Lis
corner with the rest.”

Mr. Fowler then went on to say
that at that time it was not contem-
plated to purc¢hase more than 200,000
acres.” In September or- October, the
witness and Mr, Pope were in Win-
nipeg and went into the land office
of the C P. R), but Mr. Griffin, the
land commissioner, was not home. On
their arrival in Montreal, they saw

Sir Thos Shaughnessy and told him'
of the projeet the syndicate had in|

mind. He seemed favorable but re-
ferred them to Mr. Griffin. Some time
later, -after Mr. Griffin had received
the formal application for . 200,000
zetes at $3.50 ghiat gentleman wote

y 85 and J*T.: “wa ":: th POLIEY
company to- dispose of such
large blocks of land. Following the
receipt of this letteér, the witness said
he “went to Montreal with Mr. Pope
and again waited on S8ir Thomas. They
urged  that the ‘syndicate should be
allowed to purchase the land at $3.50.
Bir ' Themas suggested they should
go to Winnipeg and look over the
lands,” locating” such as they desired.
It was then that Mr. Fowler and Mr.
Pope drew on the members of the
syndicate for $200 each.  After geveral
journeys and interviews he said it
was finally decided that the syndieate
could purchase 200,000 acres oi land
at $3.50 an acre. An effort was made
by Messrs. Fowler and Pope to have
the term of purchase extended over
ten years, but this was unsuccessful.
The deal was closed in December and
in the following January or February
Mr. Fowler received a letter from Mr.
Griffin asking for $20,000 on the pur-
chase money, failing which the agree-
ment would be declared void. This
matter, at the request of Mr. Me-
Nicol, stood over till Sir Thomas
Shaughnessy returned to Montreal.
Sir Thomas, however, advised the syn-
dicate that they would havé to pay
the money. The witness said he had
written Mr. Pugsley, previous to be
ready with his money as he wunder-
stood a Mr. Brown was ready to take
up the lands they were after 'and pay
eash. - No answer was received 'to
the letter, then Mr. Fowler said he
wired but received no answer. Mean-
while the $20,000 was got together and
paid. When next the witness met Mr.
Pugsley, he said he asked him why he
did not send any money and that his
answer was that the thing was likely
to cost more than he could afford #ind
he would drop out. . The rest of the
syndieate then put up the rest of the
purchase money, $40,000. After the
land had been sold he had a conver-
sation with Mr. Pugsley in his house
and he told him then-that he would
not lose anything.

The witness said, however, that all
he had in mind was the $200 advanc-
ed by the plaintifi. Later, he said
Pugsley made a demand for '$2,500 as
his share of the profits of the sale
but the witness told him he was not
entitled to anything,

Under cross-examination he was
asked: “Did you mnot write that you
had reason to expect generous treat-
ment as to the priee of the land and
the terms of payment?”

“I may have written to that ef-
fect.”

“You knew that Sir Thos. Shaugh-
nessy was president of the €. P. R.
and that' his word would be as good
as law to the company?”

“Well, I hoped it would have that
effect.”

M:r Wilson then pressed Mr. Fowler
to give him some information as to
how the firet $20,000 was raised. The
witness said that three of the members
of the syndicate put up most of the
money, but that the others put up a
pat and he financed the balance. He
went on. to say that he never had
any difficulty about getting people to
buy shares in the syndicate. He did
not ask many people because he con-
sidered it a special favor to -allow
them to buy. This finished the evid-
encé and the court adjourned tiHl to-
morrow for argument,

ernoon session oi the’suit of A. B.|ada accomplished
Pugsley vs. Geo W. Fowler and Rufus'

of land in the Northwest and sug-!
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CHEAPER CABLE
SERVICE CERTAIN

Canadian Postmaster General Seems
Confident That His Mission Will
Have Early Results.

New York, Dee. 22—Much
cable rates from this continent

cheaper
to Eu-
rope wete praetieally promised by the
Pes<t1aaster-General of Canada. Rudolphe
Lenueux, before he left for Toronto last
night. “This reform has been accom-
plished in the .Pacifie,” wsaid Mr. Te-
neidx  “ond there is little doubt hut the
Atlantic lines will scon send messag-s
cheaper. The American ambassador to
Eugland has said that his country did
not propose to stand idly by while Can-
a much needed re-
form.”

If the cable companies will not make
the reduction, the pcstmaster intimated
that new cables will be laid, even if the
Government had to undertake the work.
Eventually, he said, a state owned cable
line would niean a five-cent a word rate.

The Toll of the Chase.
Boston, Mass.,, Dec. 22<-The chase of
the mocso, deer and other game in the
three northern Staigs of New England

|and’ the adjoinipgCanadian Provinces,

for the season which closed today, cost
the lives of 34 human beings, 29 by fire-
arms, four by drowning and one by fall-
ing on a knife. Two more were killed
while hunting in Massachusetts. Scores
were crippled or wounded, five or six of
whom may yet be added to the list of
dead. Maine, as usual, lends the lst
with twenty dead, while six were killed

im the provinces, and four each in Ver-

mont and New Hampshire,
g ar &

Got the Money.

London, December 22.—President
William Mackensgie, of the Canadian
Northern, says hié trip to Britain was
to make a small flotation. He effect-
ed the object without difficulty, es
conditions were good. Sentiment
there was favorable towards legiti-
mate Candian = investment. Mr.

| Mackenzie said the company had Qo

new plans at present, but was con-
centrating on the completion of their
roads out west, on which it had been
working duribg past year.

MORE BOMBS THROWN

Two More Attempts on' Life of Pubfic
Prosscuter  Hume—Summary Trial
Act Has Not Fu'filled all the Expec-
tations.

Calcuita, Dec. 22-The attempted as-
sassination of Britisk officials has. not
been abated by the passage of the new
summmary trial act and the reform
measures which Viscount Morley- spoke
ef in the House of Lords a few days ago.
.~\nuihe:’_ attempt was made upon the life
of Public Prosecutor Hume today. Two
bombs were thrown wild. A similar at-
tempt was made upon the life of M.
IlAume on Nov. 25, when a bomb loaded
with dum dum bullets was thrown at a
rgxlway carriage in which he was travel-
’]:n, but fell short and exploded outside.
The man who attempted this assassina-

tion was the next day made a hero by
the Bengalis, g

NEEDS MORE PROTECTION

Jury in Winnipeg Murder Case De-
clare Police Fotce is Insufficient
te Proverly Bafesuard Life and
Property.

Winnipeg, Dec. 22.—The inguest on
the two . murdered Chinamen  deyel-
oped little new evidence. The:visit «f
a fellow countryman at nine on the
fatal evening places the time betwean
that hour and elevén. The evidence
is that one of the vietims put up a
struggle for life and emitted unhecard
cries, though many people must have
been about in the congested neighbor-
hood Saturday night. The jury found
the victims camc to their deaths at
the hands of a person or persons. un-
known and added: “In view of the
length of time before the police at-

Tived we cannot but- view withaalarm

the unprotected condition of the city
at large and the outlying portions in
particular, We strongly recommend
the  immediate installation of an
alarm and patrol system, and pen--
ing the ‘installation' that the ecouncil
take the enlergency measures which
the safety of the city demands.

_ In view of the above it is interest-
ing that a by-law, authorizing the po-
lice improvements as above : was
placed before the voters after several
defeats again, Dec. 8, this year and
had large majority in favor, but was
lost through an insufficient propor-
tion of the elcctorate yoting on<it.

o M. P. Sent Down.

Dublin, Déc. 23.—sames P. Farrell,
Irish Nationalist member of parlia-
ment for Longford who has been ad-
vocating the boycott of cortain indi-
viduals in the Longford Teader, of
which he is editor and proprietor, ve-
fused to give security for future good
behaviour and was eentenced Tues-
day to six months in jail.

Franee Has Record Budget.

Paris, Dec. 23.—The Chamber of
Deputies and the Serate Tuesduy
adopted the budgét, which for the
first time exceeds 400,000,000 francs,
equivalént to $800,000,000.

FIVE INJURED IN WRECK.

Local Passenger Backs Into Freight—
Some of Injured Will Probably
Die.

Chaffee, Mo., Dec. 2—A Chieago and
Eastern Illinois  freight, number
13338, collided with the Hoxie local
passenger, number 889, here at ](].SOx
last night. Seriously injured five. |
Some of the injured will probably
die. Train number 899 while back-
ing .into the Chaffee yards collided
witla freight number 1338, which was
pulling out of the yards. The aceci-
dent is said to have been c¢aused by
a confusion of signals.

Homéesteads for Women.

Ottawa, Dec. 22.—Miss Binnie
Clark, who has been farming in the
Northwest for the last three and a
half years on the prairie and has been
successful, is in the city to see the
government with a view to having
free homesteads offered to women
immigrants from the old country.

OVER-RIDING THE
MINISTER, THAT’S ALL|

Colonel Gourdeau's Correspondence
Evokes Sharp Criticism From
Judge Cassels—Finance Minister
Minister Was Trying to Curtail
Expenditure.

Ottawa, Dec. 22—The Cassels com-
; : |
mission put in another strenuous day |
and hope to wind up the investiga-
tion some time on Wednesday. The
feature of the afternoon session was
the rehearsing of the examination of
Gourdeau, deputy minister of the ma-
tine department, who was called upon
to explain a large number of matters|
whic¢h the counsel ior commission re-
garded as suspicious.

Col. Gourdeau denied 'that there was
anything wrong about a certain snln!
of gin he made to Mr. Wm. Cun-|
ningham, of Ottawa, shortly after the!
death of Mr. Presiontaine. He said
the purchase had been made in an
irregular manner by Mr Strubbe, of
Montreal, and when the public ac-
counts: committee got busy with the|
marine department matters he decid-!
ed in order to protect the name of thz
mimister to sell the gin and return 1hwy
money to the receiversgeneral. Cun-|
niigham -ha@ paid him half the priec

g : .

urdésu denied that a porticn
of the silverware ordered for- *he!
steamer Montcalm had been delivered |
at his-houase. t

It developed that o %D a Toaty
which Col. Gourd:iau hied =0l for|
$300 early in th¢ summosr was porch-|
ased in Novembar by Mr. Frazer, ecm-|
missioner of -ligat, “or 3  Cclonel]
Gourdeau said that 'z -iid 2ot kuow
til six menvs aftor the purzhate that|
it was the boat he nud pee cwi.erd 3

Fetween the tim: of the sa» by
Col. Gourdeau and the puschiie by,
the department a e sngme wes -
stalled in the craft. !

Mr. Watson then asked if it was
true that witness had written a letter
to Mr. Gregory at Quebec calling him
down ifor paying excessive prices, and
then followed it up with a second let-
ter telling Gregory not to pay amy at-
tention to the first ecommunication.
Col. Gourdeau explained that after
writing -the first letter he was in Que-
bec, and found that Gregory was feel-
ing so badly about the first letter that
he wrote again modifying it. ' A letter
dated Dec. 27th, 1905, written by Col.
Gourdeau to Mr. Gregory was put in
evidence. It was marked “private”
and read in part: “This is simply to
save the department in the eyes of
the finance minjster They are doing
all they can to curtail our expenses,
but that cannot e done.”’ Col. Gour-
deau said he did not see anything
very wrong about this letter. There
were certain Jlarge expenditures in
19205 which could not be reduced.

Justice Cassels—“You were over-
riding th> minister, that was all.”

The next witness called was John
Maren, of Dartmouth, who denicd
that on the night the Halifax inquiry
had closed he had stated that he paid
$50 to Mr. Mooney, an engineer on
the steamer Canada.

CLEANED. OUT THE PANTRY.

Wealthy Americans Had to Go With-
out Dinner.

Niagara Falls, Dec. 22.—S8ignor de
Aguero and party of wealthy New
York mining men were pn board their
private car ‘“‘Sunshine,” attached ‘%o
the train leaving here at 12,25 p.m.
They had just come from New York
and were going to Cobalt to inspect
mining properties in which they were
interested. Just before the train was
ready to start Dominion Inspector Dr.
Orchard boarded the ‘private car and
found in the pantry ‘chickens, ducks,
turkeys, game and a ‘side of dressed
beef. TInspector Orchgrd told the:oc-
cupants of the car they could not ear-
ry .the viands into Canada, because
of the dressed mieat embargo. He o1
dered them to be destroyed. The oc-
cupants of the car protested that they!
had not dined, and were hungry. In-;
spector Orchard pointed out the abso-
lute rigidity of the exclusion law, ex-
pressing his regret at having to Jde-
stroy such fine birds, annd the party!
jhad to go on without dinner, Al

the contents of 'the pantry in the meat
line were carried across to a Grand
Trunk engine and burned in the fire,
and the dishes and pails which con-
tained them were also left behind to!
be disinfected. The truck on which
they were conveyed, the men who
hundled® the birds, and the station
i platiorm weére also disinfected,

UNITED STATES
TAKES A HAND

Five Ships of War Ozdered. to Venez=
uelan Waters to Protect For-
eign Interests.

Washington,Dec. 22—That the storm
center in the- Caribbean has shifted
from Hayti to Venezuela and Curacao
was shown today when the battleship
Maine, the cruiser Desmoines and the
gunboat Dolphin were started with
much show of mystery for the waters
which ‘have recently been dominated
by the warships of Holland. The Des-
moines and the .Dolphin were rushed
from Port-au-Prince, Hayti, to Cur-
acao. The Maine started from Hamp-
ton roads.

In diplomatic cireles it was said
that the. decision to send warships
to Venezeuelan waters was to allay
the fear on the part of foreign na-
tions that their interests would be in-
jured in ecase of actual war between
Holland and Venezuela, and to be on
the scene in case of developments.

U. §. War Department Active.

The calm indifference with .which
the state department has watched Hol-
land’s chastisement of Venezuela has
therefore disappeared. This sudden
awakening is said.to be due equally
to Holland’s procedurs in her repris-
als against the South American re-
public and to the reports from Ger-
many that Preszident Castro is nego-
tiating for 50,000 carbines and war ves-
sels with which to wage war and put
down the uprising against him.

A distinguished authority on nawal
affairs said that the dispaich of the
United States warships meant among
other things, that if any European
power should step in now and take
the part of President Castro against
Holland it wouwid do so with the fall
tnowledge that it might have the Un-
ited States to reckon with,

This afternoon the battleship Mon-
tana and cruiser North Carolina have
been ordered to follow the battleship
Maine to Venezuelan waters.

Is Castro After Warshios?

Jerlin, Dec. 22—Conjectural reports
are eirculating in the press here that
President Castro, of Venezuela, is
negotiating with German_ ship yards
for the construction of several war-
ships to repel such actions as Holland
is now taking. Thesa reports have a
wide range, one saying that Venezuela

 Aof the gin, $75, and he had put up‘has asked for two batileships and an-
e R f him R £ 2o it ’. Yer ¢

et slie-Qeeires sixsoruiserst T
s further stated that g“?sident Cas-
tro intends ordering artillery in Ger-
many for the Venezuelan army. The

{imperial ministry of marine flatly de-

nies the report that a German squad-
ron will proceed to American waters
this spring. President Castro’s alleg-
ed armiy and navy plans are declared,
emphatically, by all of his suite, to
be absolute inventions of several Ger-
man firms, who, without the slightest
authority, sent in propositions with
regard to wear supplies, but to these
President Castro did not even give
consideration.

PORTLAND RIVALS NEW YORK.

Pacific | Port Onilv 2,000,008 Bushels
Behind the Metropolis in Wheat
Shipments—Vancouver Moralises.

B. C., Dee. 22 —That
the mainland ports of the Pacific
coast have equal opportunities «f
wresting the grain shipping records
fromAtlantic coast ports is proven by
information received by, the loeal
board of trade today from the Port-
land chamber of commerce ...

This information shows that New
York, on the Atlantic coast; is only
two million bushels in ‘the Jead over
Portland as the greatest wheat-ship-
ping centre in the United States.

Becretary Skene, of the “Vancouver
bhoard of trade, has written ta a num-
ber of cities, including Cglgaty, in ve-
spect of shipments of grain, ;and has
received the first reply, coming from
Portland, in the form of the October
bulletin of the echamber of commerce.
This bulletin savs:

“Portland retains her position as
the second ;{m:‘tesx wheat-shipping
centre in the United States, according
to a bulletin, which has just been is-
sued by the labor department of com-
merce and labor.

“New York, occupying first place,
is only two million bushels in the
lead for the eight months of the cereal
year, closing with August. The me-
tropolis of the empire exported 9.849,-
456 bushels, as against 7,854,980 bush-

Vancouver,

[els set aftoat at Portland.”

The report shows Philadelphia
third and Baltimore fourth: The
combined ports of Puget Sound for-
warded 7,991,364 bushels during the
eight months. G5 i s

From the United Stntés; tlie wheat
exports for the eight months totalled
54,082,751 bushels of wheat, valued at
$853,432,298. The value of all food
stuffs sent from the United States
duringithe period statedisy valued at
$113.561,150. di“:g #

Stewardess Gets Medal.

London, Deec. 23.—For the first time
on record a woman is to receive a
Lloyd’s medal for saving life at sea.
The woman is Miss Jane Gilmour,
stewardess of the Sardinia, destroyed
by fire at Malta in the course of the
past month. Miss Gilmour refused to
leave the ship until all the women
and children had been rescued and
her coolness and courage contributed
to the saving of many lives.

Fees Reduced.

Ottawa, Dec. 22.—The Collegiate
Board has reduced the fees of first
and second year students from $20-to
$10 per annum. This affects five

" hundred pupils: ™
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