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\alunhle Time Waited

Now that the Dominion
Government is engaged in the
occupation of attempting to
drive its reciprocityagreement
through parliament by hold-
ing out the threat of an im-
mediate dissolution and an ap-
peal to the people it is well to
analyse the situation and see
which side of the House of
Commons is responsible for
the present condition of
affairs. With the end of the
the
with very
and the
is that
ious attempt has been
by the powers that be
tain the passage of estimates
for the coming twelve months.
One day on a average a week
the Christmas
was devoted

fiscal
finds
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reason of this

year government
little

sole

itself
yoted,
no Sser-
made
to ob-

recess
to supply, and it
was within jurisdiction of Mr.

since

Fielding if he seriously wish
ed to get the money to carry
on thf undertaking of the var-
ious departments to move the
House into committee of sup-
ply day the week.
But Fielding saw otherwise.
For seyen weeks now the re-
iprocity agreement has block-
ed wheels of progress
Precipitated into the arena

every in

the

of
party politics without as Mr,
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n says due consideration
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or study the agreement b

become a veritable
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force on parliament and the
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pposition ha ng
to fear if Sir Wilfrid aurier
ywut his bluff,
mons up sufficient courage to
take the plunge, Not only
the fightbe waged on the
]’"‘ re-

nistration

\rries and sum-

Wil

reciprocity issue’ but t

{certificate which gave this institu-

ency and worse on the part of the {
administration stare the people in |
the face.The grotesque attempts to |
cover up wrong-doings and burke |

{enquiry would be languable were |

y | .
WEDNESDAY | their import not so serious.

In |
the Department of Marine andl
Fisheries hundreds and thousands |
of dollars were squandered and
few of the oftenders brought to
adequate justice. At every step
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his fol
lowers have fought the demand
ot the opposition that full and
free enquiry should be made into
the administration of the great
spending departments and the lid
has been kept screwed tightly on.
Only a few days ago the legitim-
ate request that a royal commiss-
ion probe into the affairs
rounding the Farmers Bank and
the issue by Mr. Fielding of the

sur-

tion the right to rob depositors
and shareholders was refused and
the government also voted down
a resolution for an enquiry into
the open scandal of the surrender
of the St. Peters Indian reserve
where 40,000 aeres of land were
filched from these wards of the
pe()ple by bribery and fraud, and
1at 85 an acre fo political
denlers and friends of the admin
istration—Ilands among the best
in Manitoba worth $25 an acre.
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These are some of the things—and
instances conld be maultiplied—which
brand the regime of Laurierism as the
most corrupt and venal which has ever
had the destinies of Canada in its keep
ing. Is it any wonder that the oppos
tion is ready to place the issues before
the people when the moment comes?
The Laurier record is strewn with fai
ure, with wrong-doing and incapacity
The last dying efforts to gain s certain
amount of favor in the west by trockl-
ing to Uncle Sam has already proved to
be a misjndged one. With such =
cord to carry the Government enters the |
fray serionsly handicapped, Its wrong-
doing is known its cynical disregard for
the people’s rights nunblushingly avow-
ed and surely when the opportunity is
given them the voters of the Dominion
will express their views unnmistakably
thereon.
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It behovers all Canadians irrespective
of party who desire a Dbetter =sod
sounder administration of public affairs
to study this record . It is mot one to
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Sessional Notes.

The House met on Tues-
day 21st., at 3.45. After
{questions and other matters
of routine, Mr, Speaker called

r * Orders of the Day,” but
Mr. Wyatt rose and enquired
about the vacancy on the Sup-
reme Court Bench. He want-
ed to know why this vacancy
was so long continued. He
to show the emin-
ence to which Mr. Justice
Hodgson had attained both
at the bar and on the bench.
It was much to be regretted
that he had been obliged to
resign. But the vacancy hav
ing taken place, why was it
not filled before now? The
two Judges have for a long
time been doing the business
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;the department of Justice in-
| volves iteelf in political tangl-

| es it is little less than disgrace- |
ful. If the delay is not for[
political reasons, what is the
reason ? This appointmenti
should not be made a matter|
of political convenience. It|
is a matter of duty, a matter
of the greatest importance. |
The object of the amendment
moved by Mr. Hughes is to]
kill the resolution. He is|
quite an adept at this kind of|
work in the House. The in-|
fluence of the members from
this Province, in the House of
Commons should be brought
to bear ontheauthoritiesin this |
matter, but the voices uftnrce\
out of four of these are stlﬂed,\
and we have to suffer in con.|
sequence. Weare entitled to|
a full Bench.
fore the courts we are entitled
to have the full staff of all the
members of any branch of the
legal machinery.
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On Wednesday afternoon the
House met at 3.40. A good deal
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