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NIGHT SOIL—ITS VALUE

The following essay upon night soil 
was originally read by W. II. Yeomans 
before the Conventional Board of Ag­
riculture. We take it from th^Canada 
Farmer. Night soil is not sufficiently 
appreciated. Its use would save many 
dollars expended in commercial fer­
tilizers.

So long as vegetation exists upon 
the face of the earth, exhaustion of 
the soil will be a consequence, and 
this must be provided for either by 
natural or artificial means. Where 
the agency of nature alone exists, act­
ing towards the end of exhaustion, she 
also provides the means of restoration ; 
so that, although the trees of tho forest 
grow and wax exceedingly great, or 
the herbage of the fields increases in 
luxuriance, the trees shed their foliage 
and dead branches, and if loft undis- 

r-lici'lmgu

in the proper form and in the right 
place, wo should need no guano islands 
to eke out the deficiency in the return 
made in tho offal of crops and manure 
of cattle.”

Prof. J. F. W. Johnstone says of it, 
” Night-soil is the most valuable of 
all the solid animal manures. When 
dry few other solid manures car. be 
compared with it weight for weight. 
Dried night soil is equal to thirty 
times its bulk of horso manure.” It 
is necessary first to establish tho value 
of an article, or else it is tho height 
of folly to expend labor in attempts 
toïavo it. Therefore, pnless wo first 
establish tho value of night-soil as a 
fertilizer, we should not bo prepared 
to recommend its saving and use. 
There are hundreds of millions of 
people who till the soil for a liveli­
hood, and whom we look upon as far 
beneath us in the scale of progress, 
enlightenment and civilization. We 
depend chiefly upon our barn-yards 
for our fertilizers. Those millions 
have no cattle and no barn-yards, and 
yet they supply annually sufficient 
manure to insure a good crop. The 
same resource that they enjoy is tft 
our command. They use it, and wo, 
almost without exception, refuse it. 
We have no desire to recommend all 
the practices of tho Chinese and Jap­
anese, but it may properly bo asked 
whether we may not learn a valuable 
IctsOji from their diligence in saving 
manures? An important item in their 
practice is carefully to save every 
particle of human excrement with 
which io fertilize their lands.

As Professor Ililgnrd has expressed 
it: “ The Chinese and Japanese save 
man’s excrement to the letter, and 
their crops seldom fail ; their soils 
seem to bo frosb all the time. Why 
eann ot we, W'lh ail our boasted en­
lightenment, do as much ?” It is said 
that when visited by friends a failure 
to leave on the promises either liquid 
or solid excrement is considered a 
great slight, and therefore the prac­
tice is adhered to with the utmost ex­
actness.

This kind of manure is almost their

r. x/

tli^ iicruiego uiw diuijB a tier
falls to tho earth, and hence the 
elements of which it has been divested 
are returned, with perhaps an ad­
ditional accumulation from tho atmos­
phere. Therefore, if this were a 
universal law man’s ingenuity would 
not be taxed todevise ways and means 
of restoring lost fertility ; for where 
crops aie taken from tho soil and ap­
propriated, so that their elements go 
in a different direction, so far as the 
soil is concerned it amounts to lost 
fertility.

The subject of manures of all kinds 
is one that has engaged tho attention 
and serious study of the farmer in all 
the long ages that have passed ; and 
yet to-day its importance, and the 
necessity for stud)' and investigation, 
arc no less than at first. The great 
desire is to know how, by the means 
of manures, the waste places of our 
land may bo made fertile and luxuri­
ant, capable of bonefitting the pwncr 
as well as adding more to the general 
ornamentation of the farm. Of all 
the various kinds of manure which 
might be considered it is the purpose 
of this communication to present, in 
as brief a manner as possible, Wight 
soil ; its saving and uses. There is pro­
bably no fertilizing substance that is 
more universally allowed to go to 
waste than this, and yet its value is 
almost incalculable. Undoubtedly 
one great reason for this enormous 
waste lies in the fact that where pro­
per absorbents or deodorizers arc 
neglected to be applied, the great un­
pleasantness of manipulation deters 
many from any attempts to utilize the 
same. But the waste is not confined 
alone to the farmers of the country ; 
it is in tho cities, with their immense 
population, where the waste is most 
complete and enormous. A writer lias 
said with a groat deal of truth,— 
<• Manures of inestimable value arc 
carried from the cities by rivers and 
lost in mid-ocean.” Guano has over 
been looked upon as tho groat con­
centration of fertilizing material ; and 
yet night soil, with all its valuable 
principles held for man’s use, occupies 
no mean position even in comparison 

- with guano. Jonathan Laurence 
stated at a meeting of the Vermont 
Board of Agriculturist” that the waste 
from the kitchen and tho contents of 
the water-closet, if properly com 
posted, would bo. of greater value than 
the same amount of many of the com­
mercial fertilizers that are bought at 
a high figure by our farmers,” Pro-

uuiuuur or
are supplied with food from a given 
area thafl are fed from a similar extent 
of surface in any other portion of the- 
globe.

In the privy vault is to bo found 
fecal matter derived from flour, eggs, 
cheese, pork, beans &c., salted end 

itired, and containing all the 
that are calculated to produce 

highlj\nutritious food ; and since in 
ease of antmek—the—cglae of the 
manure depends largely upontho food 
consumed, how highly valuabloynusl 
be human fceees which is derived from 
such food.

Tho laws of China, it is said, forbid 
thatttny human excrement or urine 
should be thrown away, and reservoirs 
are placed in every house in which 
they arc deposited with tho greatest 
care. No other manure is used in 
their corn-fields. Says Liebig—If 
we admit that tho liquid and solid 
excrements of man amount on an 
average to 647 pounds in a year, 
which contain 1G.41 pounds of nitro­
gen, this is much more than is neces­
sary to add to an acre of land in order 
to obtain with the assistance of the 
nitrogen1 obtained from the atmos­
phere, the richest possible crop every 
year," Think of this ye men who 
have families contairing six or eight 
individuals—fertilizing in the best 
possible manner as many acres, when 
in all probability the same is at pre­
sent but poorly applied it employed 
at all.

If the fact be so, is it not a proper 
subject for consideration? Let each 
farmer resolve that in the future, so

soil of England in the course of a 
single year is equivalent to 5,000,000 
tons of the best guano. Allowing an 
average of 500 pounds of solid and 
liquid excrements to each individual 
in the United States, and the popzla 
tion to bo 40,003,003, wo have 10,000,- 
000 tons of this fertilizing substance ; 
and allowing guar.oto be twenty times 
as valuable as the combined solid and 
liquid excrements, wo should thon 
have fertilizing matter oqivalont to 
500,000 tons of guano ; but tho popu­
lation of the United States being about 
twice as great as that of England, 
with the same proportionate estimate 
as for that country, the value of our 
excrement would be equivalent to 10,- 
000,000 tons of tho best guano, even 
taking our moderate estimate, and wo 
arc fully satisfied that by-its full return 
to tho soil incalculable advantage 
would be derived.

The great waste of this valuable 
substance is owing partially to its ex­
tremely Jfonsivo odor when fresh, 
and partially to a prejudice sonlB~tnwe 
that it affects the quality of /whatever 
is grown upon it. The first, of those 
objections can be readily mot and pro­
vided for by the exercise of a little 
care, which is the very thing necessary 
to retain its full value; for with the 
offensive ordors tho volatile portions 
are escaping, and its strength and 
value as a fertilizer correspondingly 
diminishing. All that is necessary to 
prevent this is to use deodorizers and 
absorbents, of which there are a great 
number, all effectual, and if freely 
used all unpleasantness is speedily 
removed so that the compost, if it 
may be called such, is as inoffensive as 
dry earth along. Probably tho earth- 
closet system is the most poifec-t that 
has yet been devised, but it is not abso­
lutely necessary that tho earth-closet 
itself should bo used ; tho application 
of that principle in, the most con­
venient manner that is effectual is all 
that is required, i. e.t an application 
of dry earth in such quantities as to 
fully absorb all tho gaesss of the urine 
and unpleasant odor is all that is ne­
cessary, provided it ho so that it is 
havnnil injury from the weather, rains,

and obtained the best results. During 
tho season just passed we desired to 
tost two or throe now potatoes which 
we had obtained, and therefore used 
this fertilizer on a small scale by put- 
ting not more than half a pint of the 
manure in each hill, and upon land too 
that had not bcemjoreviously manured
for a long time; and yet the compar- -of afine as a fertilizer. The past

entire dependence, and from this _ ____
a gicuioi^ nuniwr or pgra-jns j-xc., therefore if the privy is to be uewr

it should be provided with a tight box 
or trough to receive all droppings and 
tho application of earth, which eboiild 

io made often—in point of fact every 
tmte-Jhe privy is used—and when fill­
ed removed to some place of secure 
deposit or eîsSSmmcdiately applied to 
the land. Or a vault of sufficient size 
to hold a year’s supply could be con­
structed of brick and water cement, 
and so the removal of the contents be 
made at one time. It is well known 
that by exposure large quantities of 
ammonia are allowed to escape, and 
its value as.a fertilizer greatly^lutHn- 
ished ; this is more particularly tru 
in the summer months, or in warm 
weather, when decomposition rapidly 
takes place and the ammonia in larger 
quaitiiics passes off into the atmos­
phere than in tho winter months. Tho 
sulphates are also dissipated as sul­
phurated hydrogen, and tho process 
is so rapid that it only requires a few 
days to be completed ; therefore tho 
necessity of providing some efficient 
means of preventing this escape can 
be readily seen

With an ordinary family, say of five 
or six persons, some two or throe, or 
perhaps more loads of fertilizer can 
be made in the course of the year by 
the use of dry earth, coal ashes, gyp­
sum and other substances. And while 
the value of the contents of the privy 
vault, with all their losses from con­
stant exposure, have been considered 
by those who have used them of great

alive result was better than when i 
shovelful ot hog manure was used upon 
a field that bad been previously heav­
ily manured for two years for corn."

Again, a privy vault used by a ten­
ant that had been uncared for and 
wholly exposed for a year was emp­
tied, and its contents mixed with from 
five to six times their bulk of fine 
ohipdirt, and the same being thorough­
ly incorporated immediately applied 
to a field of corn- and the rate of about 
a pint of the mixture to each hill, and 
tho corn dropped directly upon it. 
The piece was greensward, and had 
not been ploughed for many years, 
nor had it been top dressed further th an 
tho usual droppings of the 'cattle ns 
they ffed upon it in th,c fal|. The corn 
where tho privy manure was used 
was equally as good as where a hand­
ful of phosphate had been used. Had 
the chip-dirt been applied regularly 
as thp priyv had been used, its value 
wouhj undoubtedly have been much 
greater. We have very often used 
this upon corn in very moderate 
quantities and long since beoome fatly 
convinced of its great value. In some 
cases our application has boon moder­
ate—very moderate—and yet good re 
suits have followed. In no case has a 
failure ever attended our use of it; in 
fact, we consider it one of the beet 
concentrated fertilizers that can 
employed. Gur practipe has boon to 
ase what earth, chip-dirt, sods, &t. 
were at hand, to throw them into the 
vault, and then whem cleaned out mix 
with it some three or four times its 
bulk of sand, dirt and refuse, and let 
it stand a little time, amUthen incor­
porate the same as it is thrown into 
tho cart. There is no donbt but that 
it may to profitably applied as a top 
dressing to grass lands, and although

er, however, hy^etriking into the 
l with a hfl||Klroppmg in the corn 

vering. This time the 
came up, grew vigorously, and 

maintained throughout the season the 
darkest and richest color of any corn 
we ever saw.

This satisfied us as to the great value

faason we tried chip-dirt saturated in 
this manner, side by side with super- 
'pkospnate, with very nearly equal ap- 
jfer iir quantity,jnd could dis- 
P. i-or no appreciable difference s ihe 
growth of the corn or in tho general 
jwiult; of tho two, that where the 
fseine was used, as in the previous 
fase, was of a deeper and richer color 
While growing. We have for several 
fears used this material almost wholly 
o the garden, and sometimes upon 

yinea in tho field, and always with 
taccess.

Now if those substances, as we be­
lieve has been proven, do possess such 
fertilizing properties, and have in the 
past been generally neglected and al­
lowed to go to waste, is it not high 
time that an economical use be made 
l>f them, and so the alleged deteriora­
tion of our soils not only bo arrested 
Vut their fertility in a great measure 
iestored ? Is not this bolter than to 
make tbo excessive expenditures for 
panures and commercial fertilizers 
which are now made ?

This Is a subject of the greatest im­
portance to the farmer, and should 
receive his careful consideration.

■V -----------—___ ____ _
f Cheese factories in Canada.

Cheese factories in Canada are said 
io bo on the increase. There is no 
toason why many districts in the 
I’rovincee should not compete suc­
cessfully with tho dairy districts of 
lbs United States. There is no dan­
ger of glutting the market. Tbo 
tFesfmt Rural has always taken the 
ground, and does yet, that increased 
production always produces increased 
consumption, if the commodity only 
le one of general value to the com­
munity,

we have no remembrance of having IwJ’s--«n- ta lia a cowmen
nr.'TK ^ ,rt _ i. c__ 4 __:-------- 1 ___ x»

while in the oitieslblmnge a. 
price. Snpposrlllu'anr to give ffi 
gallons a day, we haye 48 cents, or 
something over $14 per month, as the 
value of her product. What other 
animal will make such generous re­
turns for food, care, and generous 
feeding. If we consider the profits 
resulting from raising the calves for 
steers we shall have reasons equally 
conclusive in favor of generous keep. 
Whether markets be good or bad the 
weft-kept steer, in good form, aad of 
good quality, always sells at a profit 
to the breeder. But we cannot hare 
good form, good condition, and good 
quality where the calf was not prop­
erly started. A runted ealf becomes 
“paunchy" and unthrifty, a form 
which subsequent good keep will sel­
dom correct. Tho true principle 
therefore is, if we regard the matter 
only in a pecuniary point of view, to 
feed xceel, feed os much as possible in­
doors, and we shall have more manure, 
and the manure whore the cattle are 
well fed will be of better quality. 
Our land needs the manure as much as 
our catllef need the nutritious food ; 
and thus it isf as the English say, the 
more we feed the more we can pro­
duce. We should never feed in the 
highway. If we cannot feed in-doors, 
we should certainly feed on our own 
land, and aim to select a place where 
it will do the most good,:—Chicago Z. 
8. Journal.

tried It in (ïïâTway, the' effeetfipon a 
spot of meadow where we completed 
the composting of a heap and yet 
scraped up nil that was possible, was 
sufficient to satisfy qs that such an 
application would be the most satis­
factory. AVhere earth-closets or simi­
lar contrivances are used this might 
be the most profitable application that 
could be made—spreading the accu­
mulations whenever it becomes neces­
sary that they should bo removed. 
When this is not desired to be done it 
would be well to have a proper place 
constructed, away from all exposure 
to the weather, where tbo acccmula- 
tions may bo deposited until required 
for use. It is no less important that 
the urine should also be saved, for it 
is equally as valuable as the solid ex- 
cremement, although even not as much 
employed as a fertilizer.

The accumulations of the night- 
chamber are usually thrown at some 
convenient point where no benefit is 
derived, and yet a cask could be placed 
in some out of tho way locality in an 
ont-building where all urine and slops 
could be deposited, and as occasion 
required spread upon some field near 
at hand. All the valuable properties 
are at once taken up by tho growing 
plant, tho same being in the beet pos­
sible conditiou for being received by 
it.

Another practice which wo have 
followed to a considerable extent, and 
one which we would recommend to 
all is to furnish a quantity of earth

article of food, of universal use, fully 
t,t much ho as blitter, and . will be. 
when the 
eomes to 
Therefore, we say to our Canadian 
neighbours,4(o ahead ; produce all 
the first-class çjreése and butter you 
oan, and help to drive out of the mar­
ket some of tho inferior produce that 
vitiates the taste when it docs not pro­
duce disgust.— Western Rural.

value. By adopting the use of nb Ianj compost material, depositing it 
sorbents tho quantity can be largely ander cover, and of easy acoess where

Stick to Tour Business.

No matter what your business is— 
if it be honorable—stick to it and you 
will make a good living, if not become 
rich. Any pursuit, well followed for 
a dozen years, will make a rqan in­
dependent—providing always that he 
is prudent himself, and has a wife who 
takes care of what is carried into the 
house. How many engage in business 
and drive it forward for a year or two, 
and then abandon it for some other 
scheme, to be driven as fiercely at first, 
and to be given np as soon. No won­
der so few become independent. A 
man must stick to It for years bef >re 
he will begin to realize much. A 
mechanic who is now worth $30,000,

Oemw, JylwiWi rf*s siaetie* and the 
ewes are pbdr tityond description ; on 
many tho wool is entirely off the belly 
and neck. Shearing time arrives ; 
the average is from two and one-half 
to three pounds of inferior wool, the 
lambs are not fit for the butcher, and 
the profits from the early lambs vanish. 
These farmers naturally conclude that 
tho sheep business is unprofitable ; 
they think dairying would pay better. 
This is the way to make tho flock not 
pay. (

The other class of flock master} keep 
as many sheep (or a few less) -as they 
have good feed for in summer, and 
comfortable accommodations for in 
winter. If the ai m is to breed pure­
bred stock, they select the-best speci­
mens of the breed to be found, whether 
long or fine wool, weeding out all such 
as do not como up to the standard of 
what may be called excellent. If, on 
the other hand, it is thought best to 
breed a practical sheep, one for wool 
and mutton, and lambs for tho butcher, 
they select from the best natives^in 
tho country, ewes of good ago, say 
from two to three years; avoiding 
all those disposed to be bare of wool 
about the belly, face or tail ; then 
crossing them with a pnro-bred long 
wooled ram, oven if he costs from $35 
to $50. I know nothing better than a 
Cotswold, as the lambs will have 
almost twice the amount of wool that 
their dams had, and carcasses in pro­
portion.
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A Plea for the Cows.

increased, and still the value of the

to serve as 
food or raiment to man. 'Hence man's 
excrement, rags, paper, and bone,

far as lies in his power, he will en- j whole be equal to equal quantities of
the pure article subject to exposure.

Nash, in his “ Progressive Farmer,” 
has said that “ night-soil should be re­
moved to tho land every spring. Its 
value as afertilizer is greatly increased 
if mixed with six or eight times its 
bulk of dried peat or swamp mud. Its 
value would be still more increased if 
this could be added every day, and 
also a little plaster. It is valuable for 
all Wads gf grains and grass lands. 
In whatever form it is used it should 
be spread thinly." Now as regards its 
use it may be applied to any growing 
crop, but must ho used with great 
care. It is hardly safe to apply it 
with IheiBme liberality that might 
he or is usually employed in the dis­
tribution of other manures. A use of 
this manure for some years upon vari­
ous crops and upon different soils has 
amply proved that a comparatively 
small quantity will answer equally as 
good or a better purpose than large 
quantities of stable manure.

We haye used this manure at the 
rate of ajbout a pint in the hill for corn 
and obtained equally as good, and 
sometimes apparently better, results

deavour properly to save and econo­
mical))' use all the excrement of the 
family, both solid and fluid, and what 
wealth will bo added to our common­
wealth l

In an Essay upon Manures pub­
lished in the Iowa Agricultural Report 
for 1872, is found this language : “The 
economic relations of night-soil is one 
of the most important questions that 
demand the attention of the agricul- 
turist ; and not until its importance 
is fully appreciated will tho exhausted 
lands of the East regain their lost 
fertility, and the steady impoverish­
ment of our western praries ceaso. ” If 
the savingand use of human excrement 
is tho wonderful alchemy by which 
the deteriorated soils of New England 
are to be restored to their original 
fertility, much gratitude ought to he 
felt and expressed too • towards those

feesor Hilgard, of the University of individuals who oy experiment or 
Mississippi, in a lecture before tho ouherwise have discovered its great 
Marshall Company Industrial Associa- value. Waring, in his book for young 
tion i stated that “all tho products of | farmers, remarks, “Night-soil, or 
our fields, excepting a portion of the human excrement, is the best manure 
feed crops, ultimately go

the slops of the house are daily de­
posited, and so absorbed. When the 
same is sufficiently saturated it c«)î 
be removed and the operation re­
peated, being careful to have the same 
fully prepared beftro the setting in cs‘ 
winter. Another method is, instead 
of placing the absorbent in a pile pat 
it in barrels into which the urine is 
to be poured, and which can be emptied 
as desired. In this way a large quan­
tity Z)f valuable material can be ac­
cumulated.

Raaifaid are you fond of milk ? Do 
you^tfEé gutter or beef? Then have 
oompasfion upon.the kind, goncrom 
cow. MAst farmers feed their horses 
something better than straw or badly 

unred hay iff* winter, though) their 
work during that season is light. 
Horses are usfially kept in comfortable 
stables, with clean, dry bedding, re­
newed every night. They are also 
curried and brushed every morning, 
and fed on good hay, oats, chop, etc., 
until they are “fat as fools,” as if they 
were being prepared for the butcher 
instead of being kept for labor. This 
ii cqrious philosophy. A fat man 
not in a condition to endure hard 
work, nor is ho as comfortable or 
healthy as a person in moderate flesh, 
ft will usually be found that those 
wffio thus overfeed their horses are the 
the very men who starve their cattle. 
In summer they are turneft into the 
woods lot, |the fallow field, or the 
highway ; while the horses are al­
ways “ in clover-” In winter the 
milch cow runs the road by day, and 
at night lies or stands shivering in
^wet or muddy barn yard, or is 

ted to the lnxury of a snow bank 
(tr a bed. She oats straw and corn 
fodder, with an oecassional frozen 
pumpkin 1 And yet she is expected 
ta yield daily gallons of that most 
indispensable article of food, milk. Is 
it strange that affe grows poor, or that 
her calf is unthrifty ? If we haven0 
compassion for the cattle, and disre­
gard the divino—couqmand to treat 
them tfith kindness, considerations of

just re market to us :—“ I have been
value of cheese as fo^hn this 8Pot more than 6ve-and-twenty 
be properly appreciated, years, and never had a desirafo phange 

my business." Stick to it was the 
secret of his success ; for, to our cer­
tain knowledge, when he commenced 
business he had to run in debt for the 
tools he worked with. In the early 
part of bis life, at different times, he 
was associated with a partner who 
became uneasy and le ft him. Not one 
of them added a dollar to the funds 
they accumulated in business with 
this gentleman. Their shiftless charac­
ters made them run from one thing to 

er, and hence their bad success. 
Wo repeat—whatever your proses­

sion be-^stick toit; in season and out, 
amid hard limes and prosperous times, 
and if you do not succeed there is no 
truth in us. Wo do not say a man 
may not be unfortunate after years of 
toil, for people often are, but we do 
say men who will stick closely to one 
thing, will succeed better and make 
niore money, in the long run, than 
those who are ficklp-tpinded, and who 
are driven about by every wind that 
blows. We would rather stand our 
chance at home with the steady and 
industrious man than with the stranger 
who first commenced digging gold in 
California.—Ex.

House-Building and Drainage.

Making Sheep Profitable.

A gentleman whoBftoractised thin pecuniary interest ought t^ correct
to some extent rem 
ing that in that way, 
the year, he could make 
to twenty barrels of fertilizer, an- 
he would rather have barrel for barrel 
than superphosphate.

Some years sioco we tried the last- 
mentioned method by filling at the

ilia cruel and inhuman practice. 
-*nw that is noorlv fed cannjl

commencement of winter a barrel with--Seme formera instruct their wives

within roach of the farmer.” And so 
evidence might be accumulated upon
thitt point from every one who has . than from the use of a shovelful of 

roust and do contain the ingredients \ ever carefully husbanded and properly stable or hog-yard manure. Wo have 
withdrawn from our soils, and were ! applied this substance as a fertilizer, also used tho same upon potatoes, 

faithfully to return all those things1 It has been estimated that the night- placing a still loss quantity in the hill,7

coal-dust, upon which urine was poured 
until the same was thoroughly satu­
rated and frozen solid, when it was 
discontinued. . In the spring the pre­
paration was used to plant corn, by 
putting about ono pint in the hill 
dropping the corn directly upon it. 
The result was that hardly a spire of 
corn made its appearance ; it had been 
as thoroughly killed as it would have 
been with the same amount of the 
best guano. Tho piece was planted

A
cow that is poorly fed cannjl give 
euch milk, nor milk of a good-quality, 

the plain reason that it is among 
utritious of all the substan- 
sume, and cannot therefore 

be manufactured from food that does 
aot contain * nutritions elements.

that “ corn must not be fed to the 
cows because it dries them up." But 
the women—God bless them !—have 
compassion upon the kind and docile 
animal upon whose system such severe 
drafts are being constantly made, 
therefore insist upon furnishing food 
that will repair this waste. High 
feeding for cows in milk pays as well 
as generous feeding for steers. Let 
us see. Milk sells readily in tho

All flock masters have in view the 
object of making the flock pay, but 
each goes about it in an entirely dif­
ferent way. One cares well for the 
flock, and makes them as comfortable 
as may be at all timos ; another lets 
thorn take care of themselves. These 
last are usually looking for some better 
breeds, and imagine their sheep are 
“ run out," or they have had them too 
long. I have a great deal of sympathy 
for a flock of sheep in this situation. 
They are placed very much as the 
Israelites of old wore when com­
manded to make brick without straw ; 
much is expected from them and very 
little done for them.

The probabilities are that one-half 
of the sheep kept in this country are 
cared for in this slip-shod manner. 
Their owners consider them poor 
property, and neglect them in every 
possible way, only waiting for a chance 
to sell, which they do not get, as their 
sheep are not in a condition to attract 
buyers. When the cold fall rains and 
snows come, the owners know them 
to be severe storms, but imagine the 
sheep can stand it. Tho-uccnsequence 
is, that when winter sets/in the sheep 
are low in flesh ; theylu-e not thought 
to be doing well, but the owners ex­
pect to have some early lambs to sell 
at a good price, to make np the loss 
for <fl former bad treatment and 
neglect. When the early lambs ap­
pear, many owes have twins ; none 
have nourishment enough for ono

The prevalence of typhoid fover in 
several localities just at present leads 
us to offer a few suggestions as to its 
prevention by proper hygienic meas­
ures. That it may be defied in almost 
every instance by observing proper 
precautions, there is no donbt at all. 
All admit that it has its origin in de­
caying animal or vegetable matter ; 
probably the former, possibly both. 
This fact was forcibly impressed on 
onr mind during a late trip in the 
country. In a remarkably healthy 
neighborhood we found two families 
quit» a distance apart, too. both having 
several members down with this dis- 

One glance at tbo location of 
each instantly told why they were 
thus attacked while their immediate 
neighbours escaped. The houses in 
both instances were old and decaying, 
and stood in such a position that all 
water which fell near, and all refuse 
from the houses, flowed directly to 
them, and were absorbed by the soil 
underneath. Hare the accumulations 
of years, perhaps, were rotting; both 
places had a damp, foul smell about 
them, and tho cause of the fover was 
at once apparent. Farmers are too 
apt to think that drainage is all well 
enough for large elites, but of no use 
about a farm house ^whatever. This 
is all wrong; and theJSretdesideratum 
in choosjngjijoeation for a dwelling 
ought to be that there shall he sufficient 
slope or elevation to secure good 
frainage. If this is not practicable, 
then the structure should be placed 
at a sufficient height from the ground, 
to allow free ventilation beneath ; and 
thlsshould always be left unobstructed, 
securing the warmth of tho building 
by very tight floors. Another simple 
precaution of great value is to have 
the pit or sink, which almost every 
family has for the. reception of refuse 
matter, so arranged that do foul vapors 
can escape. This con be arranged by 
having a double elbow in the pipe 
leading to it, so that there will bo a 
constant stratum of water in the elbow 
to intercept any naseous or unhealthy 
gases as they escape. By allowing 
no animal or vegetable matter to decay 
around the house, and by keeping the 
ground dry by proper drainage, with 
euch other little sanitary precautions 
as will suggest themselves to the ordi­
nary thinking mind, this dreaded, 
lingering, prostrating disease might 
almost be banished from the land.— 
Rural Press.

8 t-tjÿ hatched
,$ljj|$nformed in 

the Eew York 1^tr^Llletin •• that 
Dr. Preterm:fetajftte year tried tho 
experiment of hatching eggs in 
manure, and finds it equally g0<5d, and 
in some respects superior to tho in­
cubating machiné. He placed the 
eggs in barrels, which are raised from 
the ground by posts ; around the barrels 
are beds ot manure 9 feet thick; when 
the bed is three days old tho eggs are 
pat in, and in forty-eight hoars the 
beating of the heart is visîh.e on 
breaking the she!!."

Reaninar> book gives very ample 
details as to the management of the 
hot beds, the arrangement of the 
baskets of eggs within the barrels, 
tho construction of thermometers ne­
cessary to regulate the beat; and tho 
designs a very simple butter thermo- 
moter, made by partially filling a 
small bottle with a mixture of butter 
and tallow, which by its degree of 
fluidity or solidity would 'show wlieg 
the eggs are at the proper temperature, 
the liquid becoming very fluid when 
the heat is excessive, and solid when 
it is too low; the proper consistence 
being a little more fluid than that 
which would result from carrying tho 
bottle under tho armpit for quarter of 
an hour. Reaumur states that this 
plan was decidedly successful ; but, 
liko all other plan} for artificial incu­
bation, it has not been extensively 
practiced either in France or in any 
other country.—Field.

Agricultural Items.

A Novel Cheese Show.—The 
literary public of the old colledgo 
town of Hudson, which is in the county 
of Summit, State of Ohie, was advised 
that Will Carleton, the author of 

Farm Ballads,” etc., would have 
something to say on Saturday night. 
The author of “ Farm Ballads,” etc., 
ii very populanvith the lecture-going 
people of Hudson, so they all deter­
mined to give him a reuser. As the 
lecturer waf to speak on domestic 
themes, it wàs thought best by ihe 
committee, out of compliment to the 
subject and the leading industry of the 
place, to make a splendid display of 
our leading domestic product. Ac­
cordingly, as there wore no chairs in 
the hall, it was seated with a thousand 
large-sized cheese boxes, tastefully 
arranged in quadruple rows; the plat 
form was garnished in like manner, 
and to oap the climax of domestic ap­
propriateness a pyramid of solid old 
cheese was improvised for a table and 
a seat for the speaker and officers of 
the evening ; also for the band. These 
arrangements gave a perculiar pun­
gency to the atmosphere in that part 
of the hall, and was suggestive of 
sharp ideas and strong sentiments.-»- 
Utica Herald.

f

She will be Rich.—One young 
country girl, Miss Annie Kirk, of 
Bethel, Pa., is entitled to tho praise 
f being the best lady poultryist on 
record. In 1872 she cleared $330, after 
paying for all the seed, freight, &c. 
She commenced with 80 fowls—Cochin 
Chinas, Brahmas, and other varieties 
^-and found the Cochin and Brahmas 
tho most profitable, being healthier 
and of speedier growth for the market. 
She fed from seven to ten bushels of 
corn per week, and the young ones 
with cracked corn. She is also keep­
ing an ncconn Af stock this year—an 
account which shows every item of 
expense and profit—and expects to 
realize as much if not more, than last 
year. When attacked by the prevail­
ing poultry disease last year, Miss 
Kirk speedily checked its spread by 
the free use of lime, scattering it all 
about and giving limewater to drink. 
An example was given last year of a 
lady at Concord, Mass., who raised a 

)gs value of $350 worth from 
miniques and common breeds ; but 

this was exceeded by Miss Kirk, 
whose profits alone are $330.—Corres­
pondence.

Artificial Hatching by Manure.

“ There is nothing new under the 
sun.” Hatching chickens by the heat 
of an ordinary manure heap was 
practiced in the last century (and forms 
the subject of an elaborate volume in 
octavo by the celebrated naturalist 
Reanmur, a translation of which, illus­
trated by numerous beautifully exe­
cuted copper plates, was published in 
England one hundred and fifty years 
since ; its extract title being “ The 
Art of Hatching and Bringing up 
Domestic Fowls ot all kinds, at any 
time of the year, either by the heat 
of Hot Beds or that of the common 
fire. By M. De Reanmur, of London 
1750.” This rare and curious book 
coqteins many interesting details cor 
nected with tho development- of the 
chick, and acknowledged “ copies of 
copies” of these plates appear in the 
most recent works on poultry.

At a meeting of the New York 
lamb, much' less two ; many die from I Farmers’ Club,'hold on March 12, Dr.

country villages for four cents a quart» want of shelter. By the time grass Proterre, of 159 Bowery, exhibited

y

Recently Planted Trees and 
■Shrubs in Hot Weather.—This is a 
trying time for young trees. Thoso 
that wore set this spring, and havo 
appeared to bo doing well thus far, 
may succumb to the long continued 
drought and heat of midsummer. It 
is safest to mulch all young trees ; but 
where this has not been done, all àiose 
that show signs of suffering should be 
attended to at once. A timely mulch­
ing may save the tree. It makes but 
little difference what material is used 
so that the soil around the tree is pre­
vented from losing its ipoisture by 
evaporation. ,Stones, if 'most con­
venient, will answer as we^l as any­
thing. If the .trunk is fully ’exposed 
to tho sun, it should bo protected from 
intense heat. /A couple of beards, 
tacked together like a trough and set 
up against the trunk, will furnish the 
required shade ; or tho trunk may be 
bound with a hay rope, or bo loosely 
strawed up as for winter protection, 
Scientific American.
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