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‘The Planet

2, STEPHENSON, Proprietor.

ALL ABOUT AN ARMY CORPS.

Arcording to the general belief, an
Army Corps ampunts to 4 bare 30,000
men, says Answers, an old country
mncnzino.“But as a matter of fact,
it is a much stronger force. For, in-
addition to the three “divisions” of in-
fantry, which number close on 30,000,
there are cavalry, mounted infantry,
and many other kinds of troops.

An Army Corps is built up in the fol-
lowing way :

First, there is the unit, called a com-
pany, consisting of 113 men and three
officers. Eight companies are added
together to form 'a battaliom—that
is, 928 persons alfogether. But there
are also added a machine gun with its

A operators, and several officers to form

the staff, so that the battalion on
war footing is about 1,000 strong.

From battalions are formed bri-
gades. Four battalions make a bri-
gade, but to these 4,000%8nen others are
added, such as a company of the sa-
ply column, to take charge of supplies,
a field hospital, with its medical men,
and nurses, and a bearer company to
bring the wounded off the field. So
that a brigade totals out at 4,346 of
all ranks.

Next comes the division, consisting
of two brigades, or §,692 men. But
now, again, others are added.” For
instance, there are three field batter-
teries of six guns each, six wagons,
and a large number of officers, gun-
ners, drivers, etc. There is also added
a squadron of cavalry, a company of
engineers,

a

a whole supply column,
men to bring up and distribute am-
smuhition, and So
that the division numbers about 10,
000, all told.

Finally, to mmnke an army corps, you

a field hospital.

add together three divisions.
ma kes 30,000 ;

This
lot
of extras are added*such as corps cav-

but once more a
alry, numbering, generally, 187 men,
corps artillery, hal-

loon corps,-telegraphists, ammunition
=park, and field hospi{als.

each

corps engineers,

Thus, while
“division” has 18 cavalry, artil-
lery, field hospital, ete., the corps,“as
a, whole, has extra numbers of these.
The general in command has also a
large staff; and, taking it altogether,
the army corps usually amounts
close on 36,000 meo of all ranks. But
now and again, for special reasons,
this strong force is Mll‘anglbhenwl by
a few more ro-qimo-nls of cavalry, as
is being done 4t present in’' the case
of the Transvaal expedition.

Then, every arny landing in a for-
eign evuntry has to move inland to do
its fighting capacity. It will have to be
supplied with provisions, ammunition
and all sorts of stores.

The place from where they are sent
is caled the (Durban in the
present instance), and the route over
which they pass is called the line of
communpications. Now, the enemy is
always looking for-a chance to swoop
down on this line of communications,
and, by seizing.the stores, cripple the
invading army. Hence, a  strong
force has to be sent to protect the

~base and the line of communications.
Obviously, the nunfber will vary ac-
cording to the country invadefi, and
the distance of the field of action from

In the Transvaal, the route from
Durban up to the region of Laings
Nek wiil have to be protected. And
the force which is being sent out to
do the work will amount to 9,397 of
all ranks, consisting of infantry, cav-
alry, artillery, engineers, etc. At the
base there will alsn be a strong body
of 2832 men. * 8o that the army corps,
with its accessory troops, will amount
to 52,138, %+ i

What this army means it is dif-
ficult to realize. When it is marching
wlong a road an Army Corps extends

( iato a length of twenty-five miles,
" or nearly half way from London
Brighton. Oavairy could of course,
go pretty quickly over ground, and so
could artillery. But the march of the
whole ‘army has to be timed to its
slowest members, the infantry. These
can oy march about thirteen miles
aday. If you reason it out, therefore,
you will see that if the vanguard came
in view of the enemy at noon on'' Mon-
day nothing could be done in the way
of fighting on a large scale till Wed-
nesday, for the rear of therarmy would
not have arrived till noon of that day.
This fact, that it takes two days for an
army. corps to pass a given point,
@ives some idea of its immense size.
To get this force together means
something. o [Everyone, of course;
knows of what is called the linked-
battalion system. A  battalion of
troops goes to India, and its sister
battalion remains at home. The bat-
talion at home has te send out men to
keep the Indian (or colonial) battal-
jon up to full strengthy Hence the
home battalion is ?ovor at its full
st'rength, it is always taking in raw
recruits ; and now.when the home bat-
talions have to be made up to full
strength the reserve is called out.
All these men, scattered over the
couniry, have to be communicated
with ; ﬁ!y get a free railway pass
and three shillings to pay expenses.

They come as quickly as possible to

Aldershot or some other military cen-

tre, and there they receive uniform,

arms, ammunition, ind the like.
The men already in the army have
to get a lot of extra things also, and
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it would astonish a readér to see t he
list of supplies for an army corps.
Here are a few of the items of the
“reserve” of clothing alone:
11,000 pairs of boots.
25,000
60,000
18,000
9,800
7,000
£,800
grease, combs, b yldalls, sponges,

pairs of canvas shoes.
shirts. i
pairs of socks.
cloaks and great
pairs ofébootlaces .
earh of brushes, caps, tins of

coats.

etc.

20,000 1bs. of pipeclay.

60,000 1bs, of soap.

b This is only the reserve. The total
the fact that a single regiment of
cavalry carries 2,500 tins of blacking,
2,300 brushes, 4,650 pairs of socks, 1,944
flannel belts, and so on.

To tramsport thé army corps to
South Africa no less than 250,000 tons
of shipping will be required, or a fleet
of thousand-tonners numbering 250.
And this is independent of all the sup-
plies that will have to follow. The
force will have at least 10,000 horses,
332 two-horse carts, 978 four-horse
wagons, 328 six-horse wagons, and
98 big guns.

In addition to the fighting men
thére is, of course, a whole host of
men for other duties, such as sappers,
miners, drivers, buglers, trumpeters,
telegraphers, military police, post-of-
fice clerks, interpreters, store-mién,
farriers, bootmakers, bakers, efc.

There are tools, stores, teats, 120
yards of bridge, sixty miles of tele-
graph line, twenty miles of cable, 120
ovens for baking bread, ten field bhos-
pitals, balloons, and bicycles.

The ammunition for the artillery
alone requires 134 carts and wagons,
drawn by 1,880 horses. For each sol-
dier there has to be carried over 300
rounds of small-arms ammunition on
to the field, and for each man three
pounds of fuel for kindling purposes
alone. Then there are medicines, for-
age, books, writing materials, cooking
utensiis, and hundreds of other things.

As for the duties of the different
parts of the army, those of the engin-
eers, telegraphists, balloonists, ete.,
are clear enough. But among the
fighting men the cavalry act as scouts
during the march, spreading out, in
the shape of a fan, some eight or ten
miles in front of the main body.
When it comes to encamping the
infantry are next the enemy, with the
cavairy and artillery safe behind
them. And when fighting begins the
cavalry first find out the position and
strength of the enemy. Then t he

ly three miles. After a bit it comes
up to within a mile. When it has si-
lenced the enemy's artillery, the in-
fantry advance in three separate
divisions—one behind the other. If
they  succeed in defeating the enemy,
the artillery mows down the fugitives
and the pavalry ride in and sabre

them.
——————————

The request in Private Burrell’s let-
ter from South Africa for a copy of
The Planet should remind the friends
of the boys that newspapers from
home cannot reach them too often.

T %

The new voting machines are said
to be a great success. That’s more
than can be said of the old ones,
the hidebound partizans who prefer
to vote any day for a name rather
than for a principle.

PR st S TRRCTICE

A Winnipeg despatch says that for
the coming Dominion bye-election
there on the 25th, E. Ik Martin, inde-
pendent Liberal, a brother of Joe Mar-
tin, and A. M. Puttee, Labor, are can-
didates already in the field. It is not
known what action will be taken by
the Sifton wing of: the Liberals. They
received a pretty thorough rout at
the Provincial elections, but rumors
arevurrent that they may oppose Mar-
tin, who will stand on the dld Liberal
free trade platform, - "~

of things carried may be guessed from-

artillery leads off at a range of near-"

" o &
The following does not make
pleasant reading :—Last year's coms
sumption of whiskey was the highest
ever reached in the United Kingdom,
according to the English temperance
journals, being more than a gallon
a head for every man, woman and
child. Compared with 1878, there has
been an increase in deaths from chron-
i¢ aleoholism of 82 1-2 per cent. among
mea and of 145 1-2 par cent. among wo-
men. 3

It occapionally happens that the ser-
vanta of the people get it into their
heads that they are greater than
their masters, says the London News.
This appears to have been thel case in
Guelph, where out of ten aldermen
who opposed the submission of a civie
reform by-law nine sought re-eleétion
and six were defeated. Chathamites
will know whiat to do next January if
those new pavements do not matler-
ialize.

——————

Whoever secures the chairmanship
of the property committee may count
on gewting a difficult and thankless
position to fill. As a rule, either the
city’s interests or the holder’'s popu-
larity has to suffer. Which, in the
past, has depended largely on whe-
ther the chairman controlled the fire
brigade or the fire brigade the chair-
man. Ald. Cowan made one of the
best chairmen the city ever had, but
we imagine he reaped little thanks for
the time he put in or enemies he made
in doing his duty by the corporation.

s

The Department of Agriculture at
Ottawa recently issued a bulletin on
“Experimefits in Pork Production”
conducted at the Central Experimental
Farm. The importance of this bulle-
tin to the farmers of the great pork
raising counties of Kent and Essex
can easily be understood. In a few
days The Planet purposes reproducing
this bulletin very fully and, through
the kindness of Mr. Saunders, director
of the Experimental Farm, who loaned
it the cuts, will be enabled to make
the article much more interesting by
means of illustrations.

X A,

Horrible! That good Tory paper,
The Chatham Planet, has begun $neer-
ing at Dmperial titles. It has an ar-
ticle on “Our Tinpot Titled Nobility.”
—The Globe. 1

Well, are the tin-pot titled nebility
of this country not worth an honest
sneer ! You don’t suppose this greatl
family journal is going %o seriously
criticize the past, present or future
decorating of the little nobodies who,
in many instances, have_had handles
tacked on to their names for heaven
only knows what. The amusing part
tof the whole business, however, is, that
it.is our friends, the Liberals, in spite
of all their prafessions of democracy,
who are madly elbowing each other
in the ribs imprtheir struggle to get
deco/au-d. 7

/ —l— ~ —
* ¥t Mr. Whitney can read the public
pulse aright he must realize that the
coming man, politically, is the one who
will wage a vigorous war against the
ascendancy of private corporations.
The Ontario ministers are so tied up
with these bloodsucking concerns that
fhey will not, cannot, dare not, do any-
thing to relieve the people. The ‘op-
position, therefore have a clear field.
Half measures or silent legislative
votes, however, will not win public
support. The electors are ina cranky
mood at present and will only, bé sat-
isfied with the most aggressive of
campaigns. The wings of the private
corporations must be clipped and if
the Conservative opposition is not
prepared to do the clipping thorough-
ly the electora will certainly turn else-
where.
S —————————————————————

JUST WHAT IS NEEDED.

. Minneapolis Journal.

A seasonable hint—In case of sun-
L stroke, loosen the neckwear of the
patient and put ice water on his
, wrists.
el - et e

TERSE BUT TRUE.

Memphis Seientist.

The to-hell-with-England folk in the
south will please observe that cotton
takes a downsshoot upon every re-
port of a British reverse in South Af-

rica. 1
e ———

. HARWICH--TAX NOTICE

I will be at GGep. Stepbens store, Chathem
on Naturday Deo. 30th, and Januvary 13th,
from 9 am. to 3 p m. to receive taxes.

WILBER J. HUFFMAN,

Iasd Im3te-w

GRAND TRUN

Transcontinental
Route

Obicago, 8 Lonis,  Omaha
Denver,~  Los Angeler,
fan Diego,  San Francieco

And other points in Oaliforria, Arizons, New Mem-
. oo, Colorado, uther Psc fic Uosst Points, It
N

you are trip for
Health, Pleasure or Business
From a Canadian winter to the hudl-ﬁl.

L and Flowers,
*'hll Foreigh Points,

For Descriptive Guides, Time Tables, ote,, apply to
Agents G, T, B System, -
W, E, RISPIN, C, P, A, 115 King S, Chatham,

RAILWAY
SYSTEM

GREAT

T4 E CHA PHAM DAILY PLANET, FRIDA
. E. EC, F]

ESTMAN BRO
. Sweeping Removal Sale
- One Month Longer

g g———
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Stoves a’n:d Ranges must go

Cross-cut Saws must go

»

Axes and Lanterns must go

Horse Blankets must go : |

Leather Mitts must go
Skates must go

Y

All at Cut Prices fbr Cash 2

Don’t Surfeit them with trifles--

something that will be of practical utHit
uine appreciation.
airs, Couches and Rockers, deep-

e

but select

material used in their constiu ‘tion.

ality about them, so much to be destred in shoosing & New Years gift.

We have especially

for your

Our show roms are

delivered at any time whan ordersd.

Hugh

FURNITURE AND UPHOLSTERY.

EYE

GLASSES

Will examine and fis vlﬁ!&d&lwmump&hdﬂmmmh ¢
=4 i 5 ; frames alter -

on Gunten Bros.

meopluoodtom“voumn.ndmthdrlmndvuhdmk.

to the recipient, handsome in design and cf
tor this season’s trade, an excellent variety of
seated and comfortable, rrimmed in the latest style, with
filled wi'h ths things that have that littia touch of ori,in-
Purchases made now oan be set aside and

the

McDonald

sort that will be sure of
Lesther Upbolstered Kasy
the best of eprings a d

3

House, Chatham

Op

p. Garner
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Home Spun Dress Goo

mw;ﬂmm

convinoed that y:
SEE THEM AN

Wi have this season mads &
Tweeds and Overcoatings wi » vaat range of
wrimmings.

YOU w

be

this{ season’s wear.
thoat & Tweed
BUY THFM

e aak the LADIES to call and see our
for this senson’s wear, also see OUR D

Tailoring Department

{al effort

Mnndmg\nyolquhol

Pants $1.50 per palr. Special

is the

Phone 1, Woolen an

H. Tor Co

The T.

i reduotiodfin Varns sod Blankets. W
Boon.m'f
Beaver

best. to buy.

LEGS LIKE STOVEPIPES.
Kidney Irregularities Developed Into
4 —Sou

Cménrodlﬁm-

th American

Kidney

South American Kidney Cure is do-

ing every day for

hundreds what it did

for this steamboat man out in Lincoln
county. Through exposure while sail-

ng
in a
that his

ovepipes.
for

the result
ment he was able
again, a cured ma
and heartier than

Sold by J. W. McLarea.
B

The &it‘hh nul;uil
camp continue their
range fire night and
Boer attention from
of British troops.

recovery. He was recomme
to use this Tt kidney specific,
that ig a few weeks treat-

to resume his work
feeling stronger

he contracted kidney disease and
short while dropsy deve
swelled as large hs
tors held out no hope

s 8O

nded
with

had for years,

ns at Chievley

neffective, long-

day, to divert
the movements

in special rasge of the
our o We guarantee

make.
OURCILOTHING is OASH.

Wesgont Farmers’ Jmtitata,

Mectings of the Institute will be held
as follows :—Chatham Tewoship Bnll.‘
»

drees "bmdh‘

by Jobn McMilian,

dress "hufdm&u;d
M

of Seaforth; ad-
feeding the bacon

1
drese; address ‘‘breeding and teeding
cattle’’ by John McMillan, Seaforth:
address *‘caltivation and curing clover’’
by W. C. McGregor, Tilbury: Address

&
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best Imported Worsteds, BSocoteb, Euglish aad Irish
%0 s4ve you momey and to make your

&

umnmummm-'uoyhunu. Bee UN for Mitte,
of Ready-madé Buits, Ulsters, Horse Blankets, Rugs, ste.

d Flour Mill, William Street. |
mpany, Limitec

‘eorn
fora.

; J ACKETS »0 $1.50 to $8.00.

wing'' by F. M.
vening session 7.30,
address; Address ‘*
Jobn McMillan,
potato growing”’ by
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