PITCHERY - BIDGERY.

The Turning of tl;a Long, Long

Lane.

BY MONSIEUR DEMOULIN.

‘The next day on attempting to go out,
Philips told me that 1 was not to be per-
mitted to leave the house, I considered
it the resultof John's threat, and yielded
without a word.

AMter this I had te seek distraction
from my thoughts within the house. Now
there came over n'e a great'longing for
music.  Onee, when in the diawing
room on that famous evening of the
abortive fete, which was the only time
I ever was there, I had noticed a mag-
nificent grand piano of most costly work-
n .nnlulv The thought of this came to
my mind, and an unconque able desire
to try itarose. So [ went down and be-
began to play.

It wasa little out of tune, but the tone
was marvelously full and sweet, 1 threw
myself with indescribable delight into
tire charm of the hour.  All the old Joy
which wmusic orce used to bring came
back. [magination, stimulated by the
swelling harmonies, toar sported me far
away from this prison-Lovse and its hate-
ful associwtes to that happier time of
youth when not a thought of sorrow
ciune over me, | lost myself therein.

Then that passed. that i \'mnhhml, and
the sea voy began. The thoughts of
my mind and the emotions of my heart
passed down to the quivering chordsand
trembled into life and sound.

[ do not how long I had been
plaving when suddenly 1 heard
behind e, I started and turned,

20

know
a sob

It

For a month 1 have been slowly re-
covering, 1 can now walk about the
room. | know nothing of what is going
on in the house, und wish to know
nothing. Mrs. Compton is as devoted as
ever.

I have got thus far, and will stop here.
I have been several days writing this, 1
must stop till T am stronger.

CHAPTER XXV,

THE BYZANTINE HYMNISTS,

More than a year had passed since
that visit to Thornton Grange which has
already been mentioned. Despard had

orgotten or neglected the 'melan-
choly case of the Brandon family. He
had written in all directions, and had
gone on frequent visits. )

On his return from one of these he
went to the Grange, Mrs. Thornton was
sitting in the drawing room, looking pen-
sively out of the window, when she saw
Lis well known figure adyvancing up the
avenue, His face was sad, and pervaded
by a melancholy expression, which was
noticeable now as he walked along.

But when he came into the room that
melancholy face suddenly lighted up
with the most radiant joy. rs. Thorn-
ton advanced to meet him, and he took
her hand in both of his,

‘1 ought to say, welcome back again,’
said she, with forced liviiness, ‘but you
may have been in Holby a week tor all |
know. When did you come back ? Con-

yourself in your study instead of p
your respects in the per quarter.’

Despard smiled. arrived home at
eleven this mornin It 18 now three p
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I saw my father look at me.,
horvor pas over his countenance,
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*Oh no! don’t say anything of the
sort. [ can imagine all that vou woul
say. But tell me where you have beer
on this last visit ?°

* Wandering like an evil spivit s
rest and finding none.’

¢ Have you been to London again ?'

* Where have 1 not been,”

By this time they had
My last journey,’ said Despard,
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such things, what then ?°
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asked this,
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It is strange, I must say
like her shoulld go into that place and
never be seen agiain, 1 do not know
what to think of it, nor did any of those
whom | spoke to in the village,'

* Do you suppose that she really went
Ihx re and never eame back ?

That is what they say.

¢ Then they must believe
ke 1 't there.

“Yes, so they do.’

‘Why do xlm not take some steps in
the matter?

¢What can they do? She his
daughter. Nome of the villagers who
have been to the hall av different times
say  that they
singing.’

¢That does not sound like imprison.
mvn!.' -

“The caged bind sings.

“Then you think she is a prisoner?

“1 think it odd that she has never
come out, not even to go to church.’

It is odd”

¢This man Dotts excited suflicient
interest in my mind tolead me to make
I found, throughont
the country, that everybody utterly
despised him. They all thought that
poor Ralph Br wdon had been almost
mad, and by his madness had ruined his
family. Everybody believed that Potts
1ad somehow deceived him, but no one
could tell how. They could not bring
any direct proof against him.

‘But I found out in Brandon the sad
particulars of the final fate of the _poor
wife and her unfortunate children, They
had been sent away or assisted away by
this Potts to America, and had all died
either on the wayout or shortly alter
they had arrived, according to the vil-
| lagers. I did not tell them what I knew,
| but left them to believe what they choose.
| It seemed to me that they must have re-
ceived this information from Potts him
self, who alone in that poor . community
would have been able to trace the fortunes
of the unhappy emigrants.

There was a long silence. ;
¢ | have done .\ll that I could,” said
Despard, in a disconsclate tone, ‘8 . |
| suppose nothing now remains to be done.
When we hear again trom Paolo there
| may besome new information upon which

we can act.’
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‘And you can go back to your Byzan-
tine poets.’

‘Yes, if you will nssist me.'

“You know 1 ghall only be too happy.’

‘And I shall be eternally grateful. You
see, as | told you infore, there is a field
of labor here for the lover of music which
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and,half stooped as though he wished to
say somethmx. She felt the throbbing
in his hand as it clasped hers. She said
nothing. Nor did Despard seem able to
say anything. At last he let her hand
go slowly and reluctantly.

‘You will not forget the music ?’said
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‘No.'

‘Good night.’

He took her hand again in his. As
the light shone through the windows she
saw his face—a face full of longing be-

yond words and sadness unutterable,

He let go her hand, and turning away,
was lost amidst the gloom. She mm.e(l
till the sound of hisfootsteps had died
away, and then went into the house.

On the following morning Despard was
walking along when he met her suddenly
at a corner of the street. He stopped
with a1adiant face, and shaking hands
with her, for a moment was unable to
speak.

*This was too much happiness,” lie said
at t. ‘Itis like aray oflight toa
| poor captive when you burst upon me

is like a new world, I will give you the
grandes gnusical compositions that you
have ev#r seen. 1 will let you have the
old hymns of the saints who lived when
Conswantinople was the only civilized
spot if# Europe, and the Cnristians there
were hurling back the gMohammedans.
You shall ,sing the noblest songs that
you have ever seen ?'

‘How—in Greek?
me the alphabet then.’

‘Noj; I will translate them for you.
The Greek hymns are all in rhythmical
I\roae, the Te Deum and the Gloria. A
iteral translation can he sung as well as
the originals.

You will then entér into
the mind and spirit of the ancient

You must teach

East-
ern church before the days ofthe schism.

s, continued Despard, with an en-
thusiasm which he did not care to con-
ceal, ‘we will go together at  this sweet | so suddegly. W here are you goir
task, and we will sing the Kath’ hekas- |  Oh, I'm only going to do a little shop-
ten emeran, which holds the same pluce | ping.'
in the Greck church that the Te Deum | ‘I'm sure J wish that T could
does in ours. We will chant together |‘ pany you to protect you.'

|

accom THEG
the Golden of Canone, the grandest song “Well, why not ?'
of *Christ is risen’ that mortal ever com- ‘On the whole, I think that
posed, Your heart und mine will beat | | is not my forte, and that my
together with one feeling at the sublime | would not be essential.’ i
choral strain, We will sing the ‘lTymn | He turned, however, and walked with
of Victory.” We will go together over ! her some distance, as far as the farthest
the songs of St. Cosmas, St. Theophanes, | shop in the town. They talked gayly and
and St. Theodore ; Nt. Gregory, St. Ana- | pleasantly about the fete. “You will not
tobus and St. Andrew of Crete shall in- | forget the music,’ said he on parting.
| spive us: and the thoughts that have | ‘Will you come next Monday ? If you
| kindled the henrts of martyrs at the [ dan't T won't be responsible for the con-
* | stake shall exalt our souls to heaven. } sequences.’
‘ But I have more than this,” I have “Then you mean to say
| some compositions of my own; poor | expect me to come alone
ones inde wl yet an effort in the right | I did not hope for anything else.
| way. They are a collection of thosé | Why, of course, you mus st call for me.
1| hymns of \h- primitive church which | If you ‘do not | won't o,
! | are containéd in the New Testament, || Despard'seyes brightened.
tried to set them to music. They ‘Oh, then,
‘Worthy is the Lamb,” ‘Unto Him | a privilege,l will go and accompany you.
| that loves us,’ ‘Gireat and marvelous are ‘If you fail me I will stay at home,’
1y works,! and the ‘Trisagion.' Yes, | said she laughingly.
we will go together at this lofty and | IHe did not fail her, but at the appoin-
| he a\vn]\ work, and I shall be able to | ted time went up to the Grange. Some
‘ gain a new interpretation for your sym | strangers were there, and Mrs, Thornton
pathy .’ | gave him a look of deep disappointment
Despard spoke with -a vehement The strangers were evidently going to
thusissm that kindled his eyes with un- | spend the day, so Despard, after a short
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usual lustre and spread a glow over his | call, withdrew. Before he left Mis.
pale face. He looked like some devotee | Thornton absented herself on some pre- ‘
under a sudden inspiration. Mrs.Thorn- | text for a few moments, and as he quit
ton caught all his enthusiasm : her eyes | tad the room she went to the door with
brightened, and her face al!so flushed | him and gave him a note. [
‘ with ex ment. He walked straight home, holdinz the
f ‘Whenever you are ready t note’in  his hands_ till he reached his
[ into that new world of music study ; then he locked himself in, open
Hoam ready to follow.” ed the note, and read as follows:
‘Are you willing to ‘Dear Mz. Desearn, How does it hap
day ? pen that things turn out just they
| s, all my time is my own.’ ought not? I was g0 anxious to go with
| ‘Then I will come for you.' you to the church to-day about onur
I “Then I will be waiting for music. I know 1y own powers: they
d ‘ the way, are you engaged for to-night 2 are not contemptible: they are not un-
\ , why? | enltivated ; they are simply and wholy,
“There is going to be afete champetre. | and irretrievably commonplace.  That |
idic |1Inu~ thing for the Holby | much I deem it my duty to inform you.
cople todo; but I have to go to play ‘These wretched people, who have
the patroness, Mr, Thomton does not | spoiled a day’s pleasure, dropped on me
want to go.  Would yon sacrifice your- | as suddenly as though they had
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1| self to my necessities, and allow me your | from the sky. They leave on Thursiday
escort 2’ morning. C'eme on Thursday afternoon.
‘Wouida thirsty man be willing to ac- | If you do not | will never forgive you.
cept acooling draught ?* said. Despard [ On that day give® up your manuseripts
eagerly. ‘You open hn.nvn betore me, [-and books for music and the organ, and
and ask me if T will enter. allot some portion of your tune to,
His voice trembled and he paused. | Yours, !
*You never forget yourself,” said Mus. (n Thursday De -|l.|14| called, andl M.
Thornton, with slight agitation, looking | Thorton wasable to ac compuny i
away as she spoke. | The church was an old one, and had o
1 will be back at any hour you say. of the best organs in- Wales, Despurd |
“You will do no such thing. Smce | was to play and she tosing.  He had his
you are here you must remain and dine, | music ready, and the sheets were cane
and then go with me. ".Do you suppose I | fullyand legibly written ont from the
would trast yon?  Why, if I let you go | precious old Greek sorces which hie loved
you might keep me waiting a whole | so dearly and prized so highly.
| hour.’ [+ They began with the cavon for Easter
Welliit your will is not law to me what | day St.of Jolin Damascene,who aceording
is?  Speak, and your servant obeys, ‘To | to Despard, was the best of Eastern hym
stay will only add to my happines nists.  Mrs wnton’s  voice was rich
T'hen let me make you happy by fore- |-and still. ~ Ax <he came to the Resurrec
ing you to stay tion Day it took up a toned
Despard’s face showed his feclings,and | theiv blended strains bore alott the
to judge by its expression his language | limest of utterances, Christ is  risen !
had not heen extravagant., Then followed a more mourntul ehiut,
The afternoon passed quietly, Dinner | full of sadness and profound melancholy,
was served up.  Thornton eame  in and | the Last Kiss, the hymn o the dead. Ly
greeted Despard with his usual abstrac- | the same poet.
ticn, leaving his wife todo the agreeablo, Then followed a sublimer
\fter dinner, as usual, he prepared for a | hymn of St. Theodore on the Judg
nap, and Déspard and Mrs. Thornton | where all the horrors of the day of nlvmm |
started for the fete, are t forth. The chant was commen \
twas tobe at some gardens at'theother | surate with the dread splendors of the
end of Iolhy, along the shorg. The | theme. The voic of the two singers
townspeople had rece mI\ formed a park | blended in perfect concord. The soun s |
theve, and this was one of the prelimin- | which were thus wrought out bore them- |
aries to its formal inaugurs mun The | selves through the vaulted aisles, retuin- |
1| trees were hung with innumerable Lnnp- ing again to their own ey imsnarting
of varied eolors.  There were bands of | to theirown hearts somethingf the awe |
| music, and trinmphal and gay | with which imaginat.on has enshrouded |
| festoons, and wreaths flowers, and | the Day of days, and giving to thei
verything that is usual at such a time. | voices that sadened cadence which the
On arviving, Despard  assis tw[ Mrs, | sad spirit can convey to its material ut
Ihornton from the e nn age and offered | terance.
' | his arm.  She took it, but her hand rest- | Despard then produced some composi
o lightly on it that it touch 1was |.tions of his own, made after the manne:
arce perceptible,  They walked around | of the Eastern chants, which he insistod
throngh “the illuminated paths, tireat | were the primitive songs of the carly
crowids of people there. All look- | church. The words were those fiig
ed with respecttul pleasure at Mys. Thorn- | ments of hymns which are imbedded in
| ton and the Rector. the textof the NewTestament, He chose
“You ought to be | first the,song of the angels,which was sung |
| come, d Nee how poor | by a great voice out af Lheaven'—idou Im | el
| people feel it!  We are not of | skene tou Theou—DBehold,the tabernac
| very great consequence,yet our presence | of Gad is with men’!
is mark and enjoyed,’ The chant was a marvellous
*All places are alike to me,” answered spoke of sorrow past, of grief stayed. of
Despard, ‘when I am with you. Still, | misery at an end forever; of tears dried,
there ave ‘circumstances about this which | and a time when ‘there shall he
will make it forever memorable to me,’ death, neither sorrow nor
‘Look at those lights,” exclaimed Mps. | There was a gentle murmur in
| Thornton.suddenly, ‘what varied colors " | of that solemn, ~soothing strain, which
*Let us walk into that grotto, said | was the sighing of the evening wind
Despard, turning towvards a cool, dark | among the hoary forest trees ; it soothed
place which lay before them. “and comforted ; it braught hope,and holy
| Here, at the énd of the giotto, | ealm, and sweet peace.
tree, at the foot of which was a seat As Despard rose from the organ Mis
They sat down and staid for hours. In | Thornton looked at him with moistened
| the distance the lights twinkled and | eyes.
| musi Fhey said little, but listen ‘I do not know whether your sone |
ed to the confused murmur which in the | brings calm or unrest,’ said she, sadly |
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| “The carringe has not come,’ said Mrs. | with the other=in a mute intercourse,

Ihornton more elequent than words.

*Do you pr Despard’s whole frame trembled,

‘No.' *Will you sing the Ave Maria?' he asked,

Ut is not far,  Will you walk ' in a low, scarce avdible voice.  Her head

*With pleasure,’ fllmmm-l. She gave u convulsive sigii 1
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