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Britain’s Greatest Victory
1836-1847

By J. A. Stevenson
A*TKL£ Il

Cobden's and Bright’s Propaganda
Cabden wee el ways aware «4 I be le 

k*r**t dlfflanltla* of lb# lui which 
be bed **d*ftoh*a lie eevee fnlled 
to uopraaa *poa bu eollengn** aad 
w other* I be I greet petitlcsl aad toll 
gteee cbeegee bed Beret bee* eccoc* 
plubed ear* by e number of wee step 
pi eg eel to give I belt Urn. speed their 
■eery eed ogttel* the rwnmueity It 
wee fellle to *11 at horn* eed wall ever 
the évita of the eyatoei. What • »« 
eroded wae a etteeeeea aad reel I »*«-*• 
appeal to the aalteeal oreee of jwstlr, 
aad defy. The Free Trader* wet* anew 
to dhworer bow bard aa old tie** la- 
Irrrot dira They oral forth a bead 
of eeaeoail* eneeioeorleo, aad tboogb 
the letter received a cordial weir owe 
eed hledly bearlag la Seat lead, eed la 
the aortber* towaa of Baglaad. I here 
were ether district* where the oppoai 
lo« woe violent. Room* were refaaed 

them for their lerteree, innkeepers re 
faaad the lerterere board aad lodging; 
I* oee place a lead lord offered a reward 
to aay aa* who woe Id throw the free 
trade lertarer late the river. They 
were deed for abet reel loe la Ihorongh 
farce by countv magistrate* whom they 
bad worsted fa debate, aad el Cam 
bridge their meeting ceded la a wild 
aad eeegslaary riot eagiaeered by Terr 
aadergradsat**, whom lb* Tory area* 
ploeely roegralalatod *• "Ibe ftirade 
of good goveraaieaf aad the upholder* 
of lb* religious leatltetloaa of the roea 
try." la the pree* a loag rawpelga of 
vlraleel calawiay waa entailed egaiaat 
them They were deerribed la tara aa 
“unprincipled schemers, ' ' "commercial
aad pohtwal ewladlere," aad “neif- 
roarefled Sorkaliata. " Bel tbrir investi 
galloae aad joeraey* had revealed to 
I beat lb* importance of their cm oee; 
they foeed a woefully low etaadard of 
life prevalllag la tarai district*, what 
waa oely equalled by the misery aad dis 
tree* la the manufacturing commuai- 
tira.

Oobden i Malden Speech
Cobdea *a maiden a; leech came early 

la th* saaaioa, aad It fell upon aatnn 
iahrd ears uaarrustomed to hear middle

class manufacturers intruding with their 
eew fashioned dertriaee -a old fashioned 
prejwdicew Me left behind abstract ar 
gwmeets aad proceeded la inform bis 
a ad ie ace of coerrwte fact* rwgardiag lb* 
readlltee of the aalioo; be maintained 
that It eras lb* condition of tb* whole 
cemmaaily aad net only rlaaa ieterweta 
or abstract decal doctrines that de 
weeded tb* relief which Barliaweet 
alee* con Id bestow; be insisted that 
Ibe t'ora Uss owgbt to h* the first 
aad only subject of debate la that far 
I lamest, aad ale speech made a profound 
impression »a bis bearers of both par 
tics feel himself bad no déduit* plan, 
but H soon become obvions that oely 
the revival of trade could save the site 
alien. Cobdea. however, continued Ha 
proteste aad tried to keep the wind of 
the Mouse died on the misery and Vis 
trees la the manufacturing districts, lie 
waa disgusted with tb* frivolous waste 
of time la facilement debate* aad 
estimates "for arming aad cloth
ing colonial militia, light bouse* la 
Jamaica, negro education and blebope 
all over ta* world, *t«V* while 
people were starving at how*. Its 
made new striking speech upon tb* 
trade relations between Grant Britain 
aad the United States; he showed how 
heaedrial would be the interchange of 
food aad manufactures between F.ng 
land aad th* United States which would 
immediately follow repeal. Me quoted 
a petition for the American congres*, 
la which It was stated that if English 
land owners would only be sntisded with 
a moderate duty there would he a roe 
stunt market for wheat la England; I ha 
whole of tb* return would be required 
la British manufactured goods and as 
the result there would be a vast impetus 
to the manufacturing industries In the 
north The following passage la hia 
speech could almost be made to apply 
to the ail oat Ion existing today in re
gard to the tariff between Canada and 
the United State*. '• Suppose now," 
f’ohden said, "that It were hut the 
Thame* instead of the Atlantic which 
separated the two count rien- suppose 
that the people on one side were me

chanics aad artiseaa, capable by their 
ted entry of producing a vast supply of 
maaufacture* and that the people oe 
the other aide were agriculturist*, pro 
daring teffaliely more than they could 
i heweeh es consume of corn, pork sad 
beef -fancy these two separate peo 
pie* s alloua and willing to exchange 
with each other the produce of their 
cowman industries end fancy a demon 
rising from the river—for 1 cannot 
imagine a bamaa la each a position aad 
perform lag such aa office faacy a de
mon rising from the river aad bolding 
la hi* band aa Act of farliameat aad 
saying: "You shall not supply each 
other's wants." aad the* la addition to 
that, let It be supposed that this demon 
said ta hia victim with aa effected smile: 
"This la for your beaefft; I do It en
tirely for your protection." Where waa 
the difference between the Thames and 
the Atlanticf"

^ Compact with John Bright
Cobdea "a participation oa the debates 

meant more than a mere decal agitation. 
It waa the sign of a sew self assertion 
on the pert of the manufacturing order. 
The conflict of the neat few years was 
more than a mere economic contest. It 
was a struggle for political influence 
and social equality between the feudal 
aristocracy and the industrial capital 
lata. Orvet wae the rage aad anger of 
the aristocracy of Ragland when the 
new class made It* first serious attempt 
to tab* its place in the community.

In the autumn of IM1 the scene waa 
removed from th* House of Commons to 
the country and in that year Mr John 
Bright and I'obdcn mad* their solemn 
contract of friendship. Bright 'a young 
wife had just died, and he was in the 
depths of misery when Cobdea called to 
condole with him. After a time Cob- 
den said to Bright : 1 * There are thou
sand* of houses In Kngland at this mo 
meat where wipes anileother* and chil
dren are dyinZ w(z*ting#T; now when 
the first paroxysm of your grief i« past 
I would advise you to come with me 
and we will never rest till the Corn law 
is repealed." Bright accepted the invi

tation aad they knew ao reel till the» 
task was accomplished

Sliding Scale of Duties 
la I MI It waa commonly anticipated 

that the government would make sow* 
alteration* Is the Corn Law*. Cobdea 
aad Bright prosecuted their campaign 
tb* former proceeding to Scot land aad 
tb* latter to Dublin, while a great con 
ferente of tb* merchants of Mrbyabtr*. 
Notts, Leicester aad the neighboring 
counties waa held at Derby. laotrac 
Goes were iaeued to collect informatise 
a* to the state of trade, the rate ef 
wage*, the exteat of pauperism aad 
other facta bearing upon the feed 
monopoly, aa then* things affected their 
local industry. A great be rear for 
the benefit of the cans* waa held la the 
Royal Theatre in Manchester which 
realised nearly 10,non pounds. They 
still carried on their newspaper which 
had no lack of able aad vivaeioa* eon 
tributors. A volunteer at Prestos he

Kn to lease a tittle sheet called :'The 
reggle. " It waa sold for oa* cent, 
nod In two years over a million copies 

bad been circulated. When parliament 
mad Pent proceeded to lay the flaaal 
question before hia colleagues la writ 
tea memoranda aad proposed to adjust 
a sliding scale of duties which would 
leave the price of wheat about S* 
milling*. As a result the Duke ef
Buckingham resigned from the cabinet, 
hut th* rest consented to the proposal* 
on the understanding that the new tariff 
waa to be permanent. The Anti Cora 
law League were la ao ways placated 
by the sliding scale arrangement* They 
clamoured for total and immediate ré 
peal, but the prime minister declined 
tv receive a large delegation of tb* 
league, which included Cobdea, O'Coe 
noil, Bright, C. P. Villler* and Milner 
Oibeoa. In Parliament Peel attempted 
explanation of the commercial deptis 
mon. It waa doc to over la vest meet 
of borrowed capital and manufacturée, 
tv the displacement of the hand loom 
wearing by steam power, to the mono 
tarv criai* ia America, to interruption 
of the China trade and to war scares 
in Europe.

Heroines T[hree
By George Hibbard
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I waa thunderstruck.

, To be arrested To be held by the 
ptrong arm of the law. To be in peril of I 
did not know what. I felt that my eye* 
grew round with a ma sc ment and terror

" What do you mean by such nonsense ?" 
demanded Jim impatiently.

"Jolt what I aay." answered the vMage 
representative of justice imperturbably. 
“Sure as my name's Hiram ('berry. I'm 
going to run you in. I'm going to take 
you and lock you up.”

The horrid, grinning crowd which stood 
along the edge of the way had drawn 
nearer. We were surrounded by a close 
and dense ring of peering fares and curi
ous eyes. F.lcvated in the front seat of 
the automobile I felt like a strange animal 
on exhibition.

"Imprisoned'” I exclaimed Hasping my
hands

Visions of subterranean cells at least 
arose before me I knew, of course, that 
there could not be donjon keeps or 
oubliettes, but chains clanked and I fairly 
tasted bread and water in shuddering im
agination.

”Come—come, ” said Jim " You 
don't want to do anything foolish "

“I got injunctions,'1 said the local cap
tain of the watch, "to stop two young 
people in a large red automobile goin* full 
speed—"

“ Ri I our number." remonstrated Jim.
"I don't know nothing almiit numbers,” 

argued lliram Cherry "This here's a 
large r- d automobile. You were going for 
all you were worth as if you were runnin" 
away Yon are young people. I've got 
to take you in charge. As, however, you 
ain’t common offenders I shan't put you in 
the lockup. I'll just take you home an" 
fix you in a place where you'll be safe until 
I hear what's to he done with you.”

Wc were to be incarcerated. We were 
to he held in durance rile. 1 gazed at Jim 
in affright.

“There doesn't seem to lie getting any 
sense into the old idiot's head." said Jim 
coolly. “For the present well have to 
submit—”

lliram Cherry still stood with his hands 
on the automobile.

Jim got down and helped me out. How 
ignominious!)- I felt as I descended to earth 
and stood amid the entire gathered popu
lation of F.den Center. I think I detected 
a slight inclination to cheer when we were 
finally landed. Anyway, a murmur went 
through the throng. I turned and faced 
the multitude bravely. I had read of the 
way in which heroines bore themsel-es in 
distress. I thought of Lady Jane Grey 
going to Tower Hill. I saw Marie An
ton iette carried to the* Conciergerie. I 
would not flinch. I proudly took my place

lie side Jim and I must say that he looked 
at me admiringly.

“That's right, little girl.” he said, 
"don't you mind.”

With a high head I started upon the line 
of march as indicated by Mr. Hiram 
Cherry. Jim and I were in front. Mr. 
Cherry came a little behind, accompanying 
us with a critical proprietary air. The free 
and enlightened inhabitants of Eden Cen
ter strung along after us. We formed a 
perfect procession There was no one to 
watch us. however, as I am convineed that 
every one wa* in line. How long we were 
in passing a given point I do not know.

"Oh, I understand." I exclaimed in a 
sudden enlightenment.

" What is it?" gloomily asked Jim.
"Aunt Matilda Vernon," I replied de

cidedly. "She is the only one who could 
do anything so stupid. I am sure she is 
entirely to blame for all this ridiculous 
mistake.”

"I’ve no doubt,” said Jim.
*' Molly will be married—to the wrong 

man \Ve can't prevent it now."
“Don't give-lip," condoled Jim. "The 

sporting spirit demands that we never sav 
die"

" Die is not at all the word I feel like 
saying," I replied vindictively.

I could see that we were making for a 
large white farm house which stood on the 
outskirts of the village. As I spoke we

arrived at the gate and Hiram Cherry 
threw it open.

" For the land's sake!" cried an elderly 
woman appearing on the door-sill wiping 
her hands on her apron. "What’s hap
pened?"

"Don’t you fret yourself, mother," said 
Cherry. " These youngsters have con- 
Hudeii to stay with us a while, but they 
aren't goin’ to give you the least bit of 
trouble, "cause they are going to keep 
quiet and out of the way.

"If you'll just step up these stair*." he 
continued as we stood in the hall.

As I turned I could see the crowd gath
ering in the path and spreading over the 
grass. The shuffle of many feet and the 
sound of many voices filled the air. Mrs 
Cherry’s excited exclamations rose over 
all. f looked at Jim. He looked with 
almost equal uncertainty at me.

"We'd better do it," he said. "Re
sistance wouldn't be of any use and might 
only make matters worse.”

Meekly I put my foot on the first «trp. 
Abjectly I ascended. I heard Jim follow
ing me. Something in the sound made 
me understand the temper in which he 
was.

" We'll just fix you first," said Hiram 
Cherry nodding toward me as we reached 
the landing.

reedawed on Pag* I*


