The Tower of Babel

e stadiom, would give a circumfe-
rence of two thousand feet. The
temple c nsisted of eight turrets ris-
above the oth-
or.  Iennel supposes the height to
be five hundred feet. The ascent
on the outside, and there was a
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convenient resting-place half way up.
I'his temple was destroyed by Xer-

ces. Alexander wished to rebuild it,
but died hefore he commenced the
undertaking.  All that he did was to
employ ten thousand soldiers for the
space of two months to remove the
rubbish.  The ruins of the Tower of
Babel are six miles S. W. of Hilleh.
\t first sight, they present the ap-
pearance of a hill with a caglle on
the top ; the greater portionis cov-
cred with a light sandy soil, and it 1s
nly 1n ascending that the travel-
ler discovers he is walking on a
vast heap of bricks. This mound,
like the Mujillebe, is oblong. The
total circumference has been found
to be two thousand two hundred and
eighty-six feet, which gives to the
ruins a much greater extent of base
than to the original building. The
surplus 18 very great, when one con-
siders the quantity that must have
been removed by the Macedonian
soldiers, and how much, in the course
of ages, must have been taken by
the workmen employed in digging for
bricks. The elevation of the mound
18 irregular @ to the west it 1s one
hundred and ninety-eight feet high.
On the top is that which looked like
a castle in the distance ; it is a solid
mass of kiln-burnt bricks, thirty-se-
ven feet high, and twenty-eight
broad.  The bricks, which are of
an excellent description, are laid in
with a fine and scarcely percepiible
cement. At regular intervals, some
bricks are omitted so as to leave
Square apertures through the mass ;
these may possibly have been int:nd-
el to procure a free current of
air, that should prevent the admis-
¢ion of damp into the brick-work.
I'he summit of the mass is much
broken, and the fractures are so
made as to carry conviction that vi-

olence has been used to reduce it to
this state.

Distinct from the pile of bricks
just described, and lower down on

the north face of the large mound,

iIs another mass exactly similar.
Pieces of marble, stones, and broken
bricks, lie scattered over the ruin.
The most curious of the fragments are
several misshapen masses of brick-
work, quite black, except in a few
places where regular layers of kiln-
burnt bricks are discernible ; these
have certainly been subjected to some
fiercc heat, as they are completely
molten—a strong presumption that
fire was used in the destruction of
the tower, which, in parts, resembles
what the Scriptures prophesied it
should become, *‘ a burnt mountain.”’

T'ravellers who have visited this
spot, have been struck with the cu-
rious appearance of these fragments,
and, having only seen tke black sur-
face, have altogether rejected the
idea of their being bricks. In the
denunciation respecting Babylon, fire
is particularly mentioned as an agent
againstit.  Tothis Jeremiah evident-
ly allades, when he says that it
should be ‘‘ as when God overthrew
Sodom and Gomorrah,”” on which
cities, it is said, the ‘* Lord rained
brimstone and fire.””  Again, ‘|
will kindle a fire in his cities, and it
shall devour all round about him ;”’
and in another place, * Her high
gates shall be burned with fire, and
the people shall labour in vain, and
the folk in the fire, and they shall be
weary,”’

Taking into calculation the brick
mass on the top of the large mound,
the ruins are two hundred and thirty-
five feet high, which gives nearly half
the height of the tower in its perfect
state. Rich thought he could trace
four stages or stories of this building ;
and the united observations of our par-
ty induce the same conviction.

Wild beasts appeared to be as nu-
merous here as at the Mujillebe.
Mr. Lamb gave up his examination,
from seeing an animal crouched in
one of the square apertures. [ saw




