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She did not look at Effie, who had 
sunk down on a bench by the sink.

“ Mamma, 1 want to tell you some
thing,” said Effie after a little struggle 
with the inclination to keep the story 
of her wrong-doing a secret.

“ \Vell,4phat is it, my dear ?”
" I didn’t goto Jenny’s after all, 

mamma. I went to Uncle Frank’s.”
“ Yes I know you did,” said Mrs. 

Dent. “ Jenny’s father came over 
here after you about eight o’clock. 
Jenny thought something must have 
happened to you.”

“ Mr. Gray came for me 1”
Effie stopped crying in her surprise.
“ Yes, they had a little party over 

there last night. It was Louise’s birth
day, you know. And Mrs. Gray let 
Jenny invite about twenty girls and 
boys. She asked you to stay all night 
because there was no one to bring you 
home."

“ Why didn’t Jenny tell me they 
were going to have a party ?”

“ She wanted to give you a surprise. 
She told me of it several days ago, and 
asked me to make you wear your red 
dress.”

Effie put her head down on the edge 
of the sink, and began to sob.

“ It made me feel very badly to know 
that I have a little girl who can’t be 
trusted to keep a promise,” said Mrs. 
Dent.

Effie sprang up and ran to her 
mother with the tears streaming down 
her face.

“ Mamma, if you’ll only forgive me 
about this, I will never, never break a 
promise again,” she cried.

“ This is a promise you are making 
now, Effie."

“ Yes, and I’ll keep it, mamma,” 
said Effie ; and half the pain in her 
heavy little heart went away as if by 
magic, as her mother bent down and 
kissed her, whispering,—

“ I think you will, dear. I think I 
shall be able to trust my little daughter 
after this.’’

A Morning Prayer.
Jesus, keep me all this day,
When at school and when at play ; 
When I work and when I rest, 
Bless me, and I shall be blest.

May I do all things as I ought, 
May I hate each evil thought ;
Let no false or angry word 
From my lips this day be heard.

An Idle Day.
“ If I could only have one whole 

day to do nothing but play in, how 
happy I should be !” said Rosie to her 
mother at breakfast time.

“ Try it,” said her mother. “ Play 
as much as you like. Try it to-day.”

How the children going to school 
envied Rosie, as she swung on the gate 
and watched them go by. No hard, 
long lesson for her. When they were 
gone, she ran into the garden, picked 
some gooseberries for pudding, and 
took them into the kitchen.

“ No, Rosie I That is work. Take 
them away.”

Rosie looked serious. She got her 
doll and played with it, but soon tired ; 
her shuttlecock, but did not care for it ; 
her ball, it bounced into the kichen 
window. Rosie peeped in after it. 
Mother was shelling peas.

“ May I help you, mother ?”
“ No, Rosie, this isn’t play.”
Rosie strolled away with slow, lag

ging footsteps to the garden again. 
She leaned against the fence and 
watched the chickens. Soon she 
heard her mother setting the table for
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dinner, and longed to help. After 
dinner Rosie took her little patchwork 
and stole away to the barn with it, 
for she could stand idleness no longer.

“ Mother,” said she, as she gave her 
a goodnight kiss, “ I understand now 
what the teacher meant when she 
said, 1 He has hard work who has 
nothing to do.’ ”

The Spice of Life.
A dear little boy of five brought me 

these thoughts. A silent step behind 
me, and then into my lap would fall a 
quantity of day lilies ; then a sweet, 
musical voice would say :

“ I thought I’d ’sprise you.”
To one who has been long in a land 

where lilies were not common, what a 
sweet surprise it was to feel that a 
whole lapful was yours — fragrance 
and beauty, all their little life through. 
So, methought sweet surprises are the 
true spice of life : its frankincense and 
myrrh. Had the child said : ‘‘I am
going for lilies for you,” or “ I’ll bring 
you some lilies,” I might have had the 
joy of anticipation ; but it would not 
iaVe brought the warm life current to 
the face, or the salt tears to the eyes, 
as did the sweet surprise which carried 
with it the surety that he had been 
Thinking of and planning for my hap
piness, when I knew it not. I can nev

er forget the happy look which illumin
ed his face when he saw how sweet his 
“ s’prise” was to me.

Over and over comes the thought, 
can I drop into some other life a smile, 
a word, a tear, a kindly look, a thought- 
ul act ? Can I a self-forgetting mo

ment spend for the happiness of another, 
so in some way to bring a sweet sur
prise and add a bit of spice, to give 
lavor to its plainness ? If so, when ? 
Now.

The Young Child—Jesus
Year by year He sets himself before 

us, a little child, in great humility, and 
fid a us become like Him, that when He 
appears again in His glorious majesty, 
we may again be made like Him. 
Year by year, through His holy Na
tivity, He calleth us to behold Him, 
and crieth by His very speechless in
fancy, “ Take My yoke upon you and 
learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly 
in heart, and you shall find rest unto 
your souls.”

This is the special festival of humi
lity. as of joy—a lowly joy—a joy of the 
lowly. Our Lord from the manger 
where He deigns to lie preaches to us 
humility. This was the beginning and 
the end of His teaching. He taught it in 
action, by His birth. He taught it in 
all His life and suffering. He sum
med up His teaching in this a little 
while before His sufferings, when He 
washed His disciples’ feet and said, 
“ Know ye what I have done for you? 
If I, your Lord and Master, have wash
ed your feet, ye also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. I have given you an 
example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you. If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them.”

He not merely, as in the days of His 
flesh, setteth before us a little child, 
and bids us become like it, if we would 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. He 
has become that little child.

i Consistency.
Consistency does not mean that one 

holds the same opinions to-day that he 
did last month or last year, but it 
means that he does not entertain con
trary opinions at the same time. One’s
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consistency is to be impeached, not bv 
showing that he has changed his mind 
but by showing that at the time he 
was professing his former opinion he 
was really entertaining its contrary.
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