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THE WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,

The religion of the Gospel is through-
out eminently adapted to satisfy the neces-
sities of man. It answers every question
which an earnest enquirer after saving
truth cares to ask. It dissipates the ter-
rors of a guilty conscience, not by illusory
views of divine leniency towards sin, but
by the exhibition of a perfect atonement
which meets the claims of infinjte Jjustice,
and proclaims peace to him that js far off
and to him that is nigh. It goes much
farther. Kvery individual who js properly
aroused to concern about the interests of
his soul will crave for assurance of his
No longer does he specu-
late on the necessity, the possibility, or the
excellence of salvation in itself considéred.
But he does wish to know whether even he
may lay claim to all the privileges of a
child ot God here, and to all the benefits
which are held in reserve for such hereat-
ter ?

Now, evidently, the Gospel professes to
meet this as well as every other want.
Not only so, but its descriptions of Chris-
titn experience, and its inculcation of Chris-
tian duties, assume the fact of a true be-
liever's full persuasion of his personal in-
terest in the redemption of Christ. He not
only believes, but * knows whom he has
believed.” He is *filled with comfort,”
and enjoys fellowship with the Father and
the Son. Living in the Spirit, he also
walks in the Spirit. He has at length
found a liberty of which in his sinful state
he could not form even the conception ; the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus

“ hath made him free from the law of sin and

death. He triumphs over his corrupt na-
ture, and can do all things which the law of
God enjoins upon him through Christ
strengthéning him.” To the rest of hea-
ven. he looks forward with patient hope,
for he knows of a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.

But whence this satisfaction ? The scrip-
ture doctrine, given very explicitly in seve-
ral passages, and affirmed in a multitude of
others with more or less directness, is, that
the Holy Spirit is the agent by whom it is
wrought in the human soul. = As the love
of the Father is seen in the gitt of His on-
ly begotten Son, whom He spared not but
delivered up for us all; and the love of
Christ is commended to us in that while
we were yet without strength He died for
the ungodly. So the love of the Spirit is
demonstrated by His immediate operation
upon the heart of man to bring him to the
Saviour and to enrich him with all spiritual
blessing. To His office and work in this
respect our Lord testified before His de-
parture from earth. ¢ He shall glorify me
tor He shall receive of mine, and shall
show it unto you.” Itis His then to re-
prove or convict the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment. To the
person who yields to these gracious opera-
tions, He becomes a Spirit of grace and of
supplications, leading him to the mercy
seat, exhibiting to his contrite soul the ade-
quacy of the great atonement, inspiring
in him the disposition to trust exclusively
in the merits of the Redeemer, and to ap-
propriate the promises ot divine grace to
his owd need. But this is not all. In
such circumstances the penitent will be-
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ. According
to the oft repeated declaration of the Secrip-
ture the act of forgiveness will then take
place—into the family of God will that pe-
nitent be admitted by the adopting love of
the Father. Who shall convince him of
this fact ? The change in_his relationship
is effected in the mind of God. It was He
who formally condemned ; it is He who
now justifies. He was angry with the sin-
ner ; now His anger is turned away from
him. But who knows ths, or is competent
and authorized to make it known ? No
creature evidently, can know it except by
direct intimation from the Lord ; and if He
should in any way reveal the fact it will
most probably be to the person chiefly con-
cerned in it. To him some such assurance
is absolutely necessary, aot only to his
peace of mind, but more especially to the
production within him of love to God and
all holy tempers. The general statement
of the dlvine mercy, the gracious promise
of pardou, the fact that in countless instan-
ces forgiveness of sins has been bestowed
for Christ’s sake will not satisfy the soul of
the convicted sinner. He kuows that he
has offended against a just and holy God.
He feels that he is exposed to the indigna-
tion of the Most High.  Those very per-
fections of Jehovah which are suggested to
him as the ground of hope, reflect dismay
upon his spirit ; for against truth, conde-
scension, aund pity have his sins been com-
mitted. He may fear God, he may desire
very earnestly His salvation, but he cannot
love till he knows that God loves him.
And if until then he cannot love God it is
in vain that he looks into his heart for the
evidence that he is a new creature in Christ
Jesus.  ““Old things pass away” when
the burden of guilt is removed, but not be-
fore. ¢+ All things become new,” when,
being justified by faith, the love of God is
shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost
given to him. This is the scriptural ac-
couat of the matter. Directly to the‘ Sf)l{l
of the penitent believer does the Holy Spirit

r witness that he isa child of God.
“ Because ye are sons,” says St. Paul, in
writing to the Galatiaus, * God hath sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
eryiug Abba Father!” The reason here
8ssigued for the gift of the Spirit of Christ
—without which we are none of His—is,
we are ‘* sons,” now no longer ser-
vants, but actually adopted into ‘thc family
of God. The effect of this gift is the con-
fidence, joy, gratitude, and love towards
God, which the Spirit works in the believ-
ing soul—in ecstatic joy, or at least in calm
Unépeakable peace the new.bor'n soul ex-
ims ** my KFather, even mine !” o
Nor are the words of the same inspired
#postle, in his epistle to the Romans, less
Worthy of our most serious regard. “‘l' or
8 many as are led by the spirit of God,
Y are the sons of God.” Here iathe

* Beueral statement as to the agent who works

8 saving change in men, and as to the con-
dition into which by divine grace they are
"’(’Ught. But now the Apostle makes an
8ppeal to their own experience, and  shows

it was their privilege to have beeu

saved in precisely the same way as he him-

’tance is doubly resolved. Threatening,persu-

self and his fellow apostles had been. | asion, entreaty are set at defiance. You may
“For ye have not received the spirit of have recourse to an attempted coercion; you

bondage again to fear; but ye have receiv-
ed the spirit of adoption whereby we cry
Abba Father.” Once they had received the
8pirit of bondage—by the gracious influen-

ces of the Holy Ghost they had been made |

sensible of their guilty and fallen condition ;

may tear the flesh, wrench the bone, lacerate
the nerve; you may extort a groan, and you
| may make your subjects cry out by reason of
| an inflicted agony, but the mind is unsubdaed.
Entrenched in its nnconquerable resistance it

they had struggled hard, but unsuccessfully | mocks your efforts, and sets your pany streagth

to conquer sin.
place iu their relationship to God. They
had received ‘- the spirit of adoption,” the
Holy Spirit, so named. because He is the
precious gift of an adopting Father’s love,

the Father that He * who searcheth all
things, even the deep things of God,” should
Himself testify of this Jjoyous fact. It fol-
lows then naturally *“The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our 8pirit, that we are
the children of God.” ’

One other passage may be adduced from
the same apostle’s writings. He is con-
gratulating the believers at Ephesus on
their participation in the privileges of those
who  first trusted in Christ.” ¢ In whom,”
he says, “ye also trusted after that ye
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation ; in whom also after that ye be-
lieved ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit
of promise, which is the earnest of our in-
heritance until the redemption of the pur-
chased possession.” Here, again, the gift
of the Spiritis deelared to be the result of
faith iv the gospel. It is thus limited to
believers. But to them it is g « seal.” Of
what?  Of the favour of God to which, by
trust in the word of truth, they have been
introduced. This is jts design primari'y
But in this, auother end is answered. As
a seal impresses the image which is en-
graved upon it on the plastic wax, so the
sealing of the Holy Spirit impresses upon
the softened spirit of man the image of God
in righteousness and true holiness. And,
more, in that image, se restored, there is
both the pledge and the foretaste of the
* purchased possession,” which js to be
fully enjoyed when the work of redemption
is completed at the coming of the Lord.

Briefly, then, the kuowledge of salvation

Y the remission of sius is due to the agency
of the Holy Spirit. To the fact of the be-
liever’s adoption He testifies—by an imme-
diate impression wrought upon the soul.
The effect of this testimony is the renewal
of the believer in the spirit of his mind.
And of this again there arise, *love, joy,
peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness,
fidelity, meekness and temperance.” This
*fruit of the Spirit” in its turn affords a
rational couviction to its possessor that he
has ** received not the spirit of the world,
but the spirit which is of God ; that he
might know the things that are treely given
to him of God.” C.S.

, - .
CHRIST MIGHTY TO SAVE.
EXTRACT FROM A SERMON, BY REY,
STEPHENSON, OF OTTAWA.

WILLIAM

Most assuredly in the deliverances He has
wrought for His church, in the constancy of
His interposition, and in the saving health ot
His protection, He has proved himself mighty
to save. Not only, however, in the establish-
ment and preservation of His church, has He
displayed His power, but also, and that most
unequivocally, i the extent and grandeur of
ber triumph. It is said that when Constantine
took the church under the guardianship of the
imperial banner, that he was favored with a su-
pernatural sign in the heavens. It was the sign
of the once despised cross, with the remarkable
inscription, ** In this conquer.” The cross is the
grand secret of the triumph of the Church. And
hence the church, from age to age, high above
the roll and cloud ot battles, has waved her
banners, and like the thunder against the wind,
has gone from conquering to conquer. With
soags of triumph from the Jordan to the banks
of the Ilissus and the Tiber she rushed, and
with shouts ot victory she bore upon the flying
ranks of her foes. We speak of no Grecian
myth, of no Utopian fancy, but of something
real, of something actual; ot something glori
ously real, of sometLing divinely actual, when
we speak of one chasing a thousand to flight.
There is no form of opposition which she has not
vanquished. The heartlessDeisms and withering
scepticisms of a hundred generations have fallen
blanched and blinded with her glory. She has
diffused her benignant inflences throngh all the
varied ramifications and contingencies of life,
and the wilderness and the solitary place are
glad, and the desert rcjoices and blos.oms as
the rose. Christendom is the attestation of
Christianity, and stands forth the glory and
salvation of the world. And despite all the
warring interests, all conflicting principles, all
antagonistic forces, despite everything inimi-
cal in the church and out of the church; while
politicians are aghast, and empires rocking,
and the world reels and under the
burden of its terrible prophecies, in the midst
of all the church rises in monumental magoiti-
cence a sample aud an assurance of saving pow-
er. Never was there a period when she went
forth more stainlessly pure, more essentially
strong, more grandly masterful and victorious
than at the present hour. ** Bright as the sun,
clear as the moon, aad terrible as an army with
banners.” she confionts the world. And de-
spite the open effort of the avowed foe on the
one hand, and the treachery that stabs the
heart it woos, on the other, Christ shall have
dominion, and of the increase of<His govein-
ment there shall be no erd. We now come to
notice the ability of Christ to save as demon-
strated in the conversion of the individual sio-
ner. And here, I may be allowed to say we
witness the most convincing proofs of divine
power. To subdue the mind and to bend the
human will under any circumstances, involving
a vaster energy than is required to effect the
mightiest mechaaical operations. ** Give me
but certain data and I can calculate the power
that will be necessary to break dowan a fortress,
to raise a mountain, to propel a world.”-—but
who shall tell the power necessary to subdue a
wayward and rebellious spirit ? I that spirit

staggers

But a change had taken |t Paught.

and also because it is the very intention of |

enmity to God
deep-seated and inveterate ; these are its im-
pregnable bulwarks. You may storm them
but no breach is made ; you may seek to scale
them but you eannot ; yet upon such Jesus has
brought his truth to act, upon such the agency
of his spirit has operated, and such are troph-
ies of his saving power. But my text declares

How shall we take the guage and dimensions of
that word *‘uttermost?” The massive pressure
of its importance eonfounds us, The ** utter-
most”—we take the wings of the morning and
sweep the world in quest of its indexed pleni-
tude, we enter the springs of the sea and go in
search of its plummetless depth of meaning. It
is bigher than heaven, what can we do? Deep-

er than bell what caa we know ? We approach
it as we approach the ocean, not so much to
vision its circumference, as to look, and be
excited, and taken captive by the view of its
farheaving majesty, and the roll of jts fetter-
less power. ““To the uttermost.” O, for
the force of a mightier utterance, that God
may be magnified in the magnitude of so great
salvation. T care not what may be the ex-
tent, the aggravation, the heinousness, and
the enormity of human guilt, this salvation
meets it, measures it, removes it, and God is
magnificd in the magnitude of the transgress-
ion repented, and forgiven. I will suppose a
case, I will suppose a man guilty ot the gross-
est violation of the Divine law, of the foulest
conspiracy against God and bis righteousness, of
the most abhorrent and nameless abominations.
I will suppose him sinning against early in-
struction]and early imp, ession, the son of pious
parents, whose honored heads he has brought
tothe grave. I will suppose him mingling
with reprobates, and leaguing with infidels, and
mocking God, and denying and deriding the
Holy Ghost. He shall have the lie upon his lip,

the oath upon his tongue, the blasphemy with-
in his heart. The leprosy shall distil in his
veins, and the treason cup tremble in his hands ;
his iaiquity shall be as scarlet, and his sin shall

be red like crimson ; he shall stand the per-

sonification of all that is malignant and venge-

ful, ot all that is cold and cruel, of all that is

unrelenting and remorseless, with an eye of
ice and a heart of stone ; he shall have wronged
the widow, and robbed the tatherless; his

name shall be festering in infamy, and his
bands shall drip with the blood of the inno-

cent ; his presence shall be as a scourge and

a pestilence, and breathing shall be of threat-
ening and slaughter. Yea, more, he shall be
despised and shunned as a beiag too foul for
contact with common society, steeped in sensu-
ality he shall revel in its most abysmal depths ;
you shall find him in the very porch of peridi-
tion, and already signed for endless burning ;
and yet, above him, and below him, beyond him
I hear a voice proclaiming ye need not go to
the pit for I bave fouud a ransom, wherefore
he is able to save to the uttermost. That
poor despised wretch of whom we have been
speaking, hears the name of Jesus, and utterly
petrified as he is, and indifferent as he has
been to every plea besides, he melts now. You
find him seeking out the courts of Lord's house
be shrinks from a too searching scrutiny, but
you may tell that his conscience has become a
terrible battle ground ; that he is no longer the
fierce and the tameless man of sin he was,
the halitus has passed off, the ferocity has ex-
uded, the savageness has left him; he begs
your prayers, his eyes which had strangely
forgotten to weep, are ¢ uffused with penitence,
and like another Saul of Tarsus he cries,
‘* Lord, what wilt thou bave me do? You
see him as he writhes in an utterable agony of
conviction and remorse ; you hear his broken
utterances as he cries for mercy, and when he
stands upon his feet, ‘‘redeemed, regenerated,
disenthralled,” you involuntarily ejac ulate, *‘Is
not this a brand plucked from the burning ?
But so far as the meaning of this word ** utter-
most™ is concerned, we must leave it to eter-

nity to develop its meaning.

NOow'!
Y ALEXANDER CLARK.

* BenoLp, now is the mecepted time; behold,
now is the day of salvation.”” 2 Cor. vi. 2
Heavenly Father, bless me now,
At the Cross of Christ 1 bow ;
Take my guilt and grief away,
Hear and beal me now, I pray.

Now, O Lord, this very hour,

Send thy grace and show thy power;
While I rest upen thy Word,

Come and bless me now, O Lord!

Now, just now, for Jesus sake,
Lift the clouds. the fetters break ;
While I look, and as I cry,
Touch and cleanse me, ere I die.

Never did Iso adore,

Jesus Christ, thy Son, betore.
Now the time ! and this the place !
Gracious Father, show thy grace.

Mercy now, O Lord, Iplead,
In this hour of utter need ;
Turn me not away unblest—
Calm my anguish into rest.

O, thou loving, blessed Ose,
Rising o’er me like tl e sun,
Light and Life art thou within—
Savior, thou, from every sin |
The Methodist Recorder.

PERSEVERING PRAYER.

One would not suppose, theoretically, that

in captivity ? Then who shall break the bars
of its bondage, disimprison it, and clothe it
in its pristine lovliness? You reason, but the
judgment is unconvinced; you remonstrate,
your remonstrance is unheeded; you argue
your argument elicits a stronger pl'ejudlcfﬁ;
you put all the power of persuasion and resis-

there could ever be any difficulty in praying,
{ or that there would be any need of exhortation
[ not to faint in prayer. Bat the Bible abounds
'in exbortations which presuppose the danger
of discouragement in prayer. We are bid again
| and again to persevere in prayer, as though,
| without this caution, there was danger we

Lust, longing and self-indulgence ; i
| avarice, ambition and pride ;

should become disheartened and should | desist.
| Experience proves that there is just this
|danger. We are continually losing our hold on
| prayer, our interest in prayer, our faith in the
| power of prayer. We either cease to pray al-
together, or we maintain prayer by a certain
, monumentum derived by the habits of the past,
| rather than from aay loving expectation of jan-
| Swer or any vital epjoyment ot it, as a present
communion with God.

lbnnli&deb‘nd&hth;dlheeonngewbegin

PROGRESS OF THE BATTLE.
From the North Western Advocate

When the conflict between Dollinger and
the Papal forces commenced many of the secu-
lar joursals of our country predicted but a
short strife and a speedy shrift for the rebels of
the church, feeling that the organization and
power of the Jesuits would be too much for the

| Onme obstacle to prayer is our mood. We|the fight at 8 moment when 80 many of their

| do not Jfeel like praying. Sometimes, doubt-
[ less, this is to be yielded to, and prayer is to
| be intermitted. Often the body is wearied,
the brain needs sleep, and it is a mistake to

[ colleagues were yielding to the bebests of the
| eonncil.

We expressed a very different opinioa in
these columns, from a deep coaviction that the

| deny it needed rest for the sake of maintai ng
what proves to be but a form of prayer. Bat
| it is not always safe to yield to the mood. Of-

his ability to *‘save to the uttermost.” And Oh Z,‘ ten we are to pray it down. And, especially,

whenever we find aprayerless mood growing
'on us, day by day, we have need to do it bat-
tle.

Another common obstacle to prayer is over-

work. A certain restfulness and qniet is the
coudition of the highest state of prayer. The
old monks were so far right; but when they
imagined they must retire from life altogether
they were wrong. Never was a busier man than
Jesus Christ ; but be found time to go among
the mountains for prayer. The best prayer it
is somesimes said is work. I would sooner re-
verse this apothegm and say. The best work
is prayer. It solves many s problem,'settles
many a question, and sends us back to life, oft-
times, with a new and wonderful vigor that
proves invincible.
The commonest obstacle to praver, Lowev-
er, isthat which Christ intimates—the delay
of God's answer. Wegrow discouraged, dis-
beartened. We think Ae has not heard, or
bearing will not answer, We argue it is not
His will, we have no right to importune Him,
we must submit. So we take discouragement
for resignation, and abandon prayer before we
bave received any reply. This is all wrong.
We may not tease, but we may importune God.
He bids us do so. Weare not to be repelled by
silence. We are to persevere, Delay i s not
denial.

If you ask why we should g0 on praying,

why one asking does not suffice, Ido not pre
sume to answer. Itis enough for me that
God bas not forbidden but encourages my
importunity. Perhaps He wishes to try fme
and see how great-my want really is. Per-
baps He wishes to strengthen it. Prayer for
needed grace, persevering, persistent prayer,
often converts a wish into a passion.
The argument which Christ bere adduces
for importunity in prayer, is derived from a
contrast. A judge who meither fears God nor
regards man, is of all men most lost to moral
considerations. Yet importunity vanquishes
bim. ‘The widow is not discouraged by his de-
clension, but comes again and again. How
much more should we come to God with con-
fidence that He will hear us.

The contrast is beightened by the fact that
the widow is nothing to the judge, while the
praying Christian is oce ot God's own elect
children.

The ways that go on in the world un check-
ed are not unwitnessed. God is not mocked.
He seems to delay; but He comes speedily :
and when He comes he will avenge His own.
There are no unheard prayers, none that are
not answered now, or will be in the ‘¢ great
day.”

And yet there is very little faith in the world -
so little that Christ asks sadly whether, when
He comes He shall find any faith left on the
earth. Surely there is but very little vital faith
even now.—Il. Chr. Weekiy.

THE COMFORT OF LOVE,

BY REV. GEORGE LANSING TAYLOR.
When great storms of life o’ertake us,
When great desolations come,
When great shocks of sorrow shake us,
When bereft of friends and home,
When from love's communion driven
On life desert, bleak and broad,
Strength and joy shall still be givea
Through the changeless love of God.

When life’s waste and wintry ocean
Stretches desolate before,
Tossing wild, in fierce commotion,
Wide between:us and the shore ;
Then like glorious sunshine beaming
From the opening sky above,
Dowa through all our hearts comes streaming
God's eternal, quenchless love,

When we yield up all for Jesus,
When all earthly friends disown,

Whea our heaveuly Father sees us
Stricken for his sake alone ;

All bis heart on us is turning,
All his tender mercies move,

All his boundless love is yearning ;
What shall conquer such a love ?

What shall shake our trust deep-founded
On Jehovah's truth and might ?
Though with gloom awhile surrounded,
Morn shall break and give us light.
All our fear and tribulation
Vanish at his sovereiga nod ;
Lean our bearts tor consolation

On the mighty love of God.
—Christian Advocate.

FANCY CHOIRS.

What is a fancy choir? A fancy choir con-
sists ot four singers. The soprano is a second
rate prima donna in the opera, who goes into
be organ loft on Sunday morning fresh from
the elevating and sanctitying influences of the
green room. The contralto is also a ** profes-
sional!” Like the others she sings for hire
only, and has no more interest in the services
in which she participates, than one of the pipes
of the organ. The tenor is a gay young fellow
whose voice is not yet ruined by the life he
leads. It may be good for five years to come
unless be should become a confirmed drunkard
before that time bas expired, which is by no
means impossible. The basso is a German,

teady enough in his way, butfas full of infidel
:dmyu his magnificent voice is of musie.
These four persons come together every Sun-
day to carry out the script injuoction,
- Ket the people praise thee, God, let all
the people praise thee,” as it is mterpreted by

a fashionable congregation.

mov was destioed to assume proportions ‘
that would sooa throw the political questious]
of the day into the background. And we now |
rejoice that these convictions are being realiz-
ed much sooner than we eould have ant icipated.
The work goes bravely on, and the breach that |
Was 50 soon to bave been healed, bas already !
assumed such proportions that the doctors of |
the Church declare it incurable.

The battle is now to be a war to the knife,
and the present moath is to be the scene ot a
struggle in Munich that has had no paraliel in
the bosom of the Catholic Church since the
days of the Reformation. The convention of
liberal Catholics there to assemble will be
brought together to discuss a platform that will
if adopted, be death to the genuine Ultramon-
tan Church. A separation of Church trom
State, the election of the bishops on the part
ot the clergy, and of the latter by the respective
congregations, with the abolition of the confes-
sional and other medieval abuses, must lay the
foundation ot a new church so much in accord-
ance with the spirit of the age as to insure jt
great strength in the very outset of its career.

All parties are theretore girding for the
strife, and the Ultramontanes have ot course
the advaatage of possession of the ground and
the Church organizations. As obedient ser.
vants of their bishops, the clergy of all the prin-
cipal cities of Catholic Germany are issuing
their manifestos against Dollinger and all who
sympathize with him. As to the logic aad
trath of these pastoral mandates there is little
(uestion ; it is enough it they fulfil their aim,
and aid in eokindling the passions of the
thoughtless masses.

But after all, these public efforts are little
more than a blind to cover the real arena of
their labors. Written documents and proclam-
ations do but comparatively little in reaching
the ignorant masses of Ultramontane Catho-
licism. The real force js effected in secrecy,
from the pulpits of the village churches, in the
confessional, the schools, and the homes of the
People; in the interior of the numerous Papal
associations and fraternities, as well as at
Catholic and Protestant courts there are se-
cret eatriguings and negotiations that are but
faintly shadowed in the columns of the ultra-
Catholic press. The great factors in this labor
bave been the petty clergy, who have close
intercourse with the peasantry, and the mon-
ster demonstrations that have recently occurred
on the occasion of the Papal jubilee, and cer-
tain pilgrimages to favorite shrines, as well as
the receptions given to the Ultramontane mem-
bers ot the new Parliament on their return to
their constituencies, all find their origin and
their animus in the activity and the hearts of
these men.

The brilliancy and success of these public
demonstrations might well discourage the lib-
eral Catholics if they were [not aware of the
character and capacity of the little band that
bave gathered as lieutenants around their chief,
and who have full confidence in the standard
and courage of Dollinger. They kaow the
sirength of his will, his power for labor, the
courage of his heart, and the purity of his soul ;
and he has long enough withstood attack and
persecution from above snd below to test him
to their satisfaction. Hitherto he bas been
sustained mainly by the intelligence of the
schools, but we can now safely assert that the
contest has passed into its second stage, and is
reaching the men of progress in the Church,
and many that embrace it because it is the bat-
tle cry of liberty for the State.

The ten thousand signers of the famous Mu-
nich address to Dollinger and against the arch-
bishop, bave formed themselves into a ** Com-
wmittee of Catholic Action,” and under their
auspices the grand convocation of the month is
to take place under the very eaves of the arch-
iepiscopal palace, and the great university of

, not telt in his own pature.™

Just been sent off to every

teachers of that country. e says: ** There
13 Do religion. where it is not revealed thr rugh
the man himsalf 5 living relation to God: and
there exists no such relation to God whe re re-
ligion does not become *o its possessor a relia-
ble support by giving to bim worth of person-
ality and firnmness of charscter. No positive
revelation, no lmpression from without can
move the inber man it the reed of religion 1s
These are words
so significant and so true to the convic tions of
real Christians, that we feel that their utter-
ance in a city like Munich betokens a revival
of the apostolic spirit that in the end rust con-
quer.

— O .

MISSIONARY GLEANINGS.

| from all expense.
|

We bave besn some vears m India, and about
WO years ago met at our present station, and
commenced holding religious services st our
bouses with some degree of success. Soon we
found the houses not convenient for the people
who joined us, and we purchased a large tent
in which to worsbip. We continwed our ser-
vices till the rains made it impossible for us to
continue them any longer. We then had to re-
turn to our house meetings, whea we d. ‘ermin-
ed by God's help to erect a housé tor worship ;
and we bave succeeded in erecting a chapel
which will seat a bundred persons, the opening
service of which we conclude will carry it free
Egutapoora contains about
200 Eurupruu. and is 80 miles trom Bombcy;
and on the other line there are several inter-

lesting stations with nnmbers of Europeans,

The Report of the Wesleyan Methodist Mis- |
sionary Society for the past year, which has
district and circuit |
in our widely-exteaded Connexion, will be |
found to be a volume of more than ordinary |
interest. We have arisen from its caretul per
usal with a dsep convictiou that the cause ot |
Christian missions was never more important
or more prosperous and hopeful than at the |
present time. With regard to the particalar
institution the annual Report of which is now
before us, we bave felt the respousibility ot
being associated with the largest Protestant
missionary society in the world; and we have
offered our fervent prayers to Almighty God
that He would give grace to the directors,
contributors, collectors, missionaries, and a.l
connected with this grand and glorious enter-
prise, that they may so di: charge their impor-
tant duties that, with his blessing upon their
uuited labours, the future of this Society may
not cnly be as the past, but much more abun-
dant.

The publication of the Society’s Report at
this time of the year is peculiarly seasonable,
s arrapgements are uow being made for hold-
ing the autumnal luissionary meetiogs in many
ofour circuits. And it the wise and Jjudicious
counsel of Dr. Jobson, given at the Committee
of Review in Manchester, be attended to, the
result will, no doubt, be very gratifying. Thus
counsel had reference to the importance of pre-
paring a briet report for each missiona: ¥ meet-
ing, and perfectly barmonises with the sugges-
tions which we have ventured repeatedly but
respectfully to make in connection with our
*“Gleanings.” This would be an interestiug
and prefitable exercise for our Junicr ministers,
tending to familiarise their minds with a very
important braach of our work, whilst, at the
same time, it auswered a valuable purpose ;
and it need not be made burdensome, as the
same brief statement might be made available
for the whole series of missionary meetings
held in the circuit. In carefully reading over
the Report ot the Parent Society our atteution
has been arrested by some particulars, a briet
relerence to which way perbaps stimulate the
reader to a careful examination of the entire
document, which is deserving of attentive
study.

EUROPEAN MiSsIONS.

The distracted state of continental Europe
bas been a great impediment to the carry -
ing on of missionary labour during the past
year. In Germany our ‘intant chur. bes
bave suffered from the withdrawal of German
missionaries and portions of their flocks to the
duties and dangers of the campaign in France,
while in France the angry teeling excited by
the Prussian invasion and occupation has been
adroitly directed by the Jesuits agaiust Pro-
lestantism, as the professed creed of a majority
of the Prussian people, the tact being conceal-
ed that a large number of the Prussmans, and
all the Bavarian soldiery, are Roman Catbolics.
Qur French churches have had to bear their
full shar¢ of the misery which war bas brought
upon their country, as was clearly stated in the
touching addresses of the Rev. E. F. Cook at
the recent Cenference in Manchester, Italy
bas been excited and unsettled by the disasters
which led to the recall of the Freach troops
from Rome, and the subsequent occupation of
that city by the Italian Government. Spain
bas been agitated by the party feuds of rival
politicians, and by the election of a new dy-
nasty.

But, notwithstanding these and other ¢ir-
cnmstances which have tended to draw the
minds of the people trom the consideration of
eternal things, the cause of God bas made

the land. And the more this movement gains
in barmony and orgauization, the deeper be-
comes the sympathy and the more affective the
aid in the non-Catholic world. For a time the
various Protestant forces of Germany took but
little interest in the matter, fi cling that it was
a passing ebullition that must soon die out;
but on sceing the persistency with which 1he
leaders held their ground in the contest, all
the evangelical sects began to acquire confi-
dence in the undertaking and give it their sup-
port as far as possible. At first it was sup-
posed that it would result in accessions to the
Protestant Church and nothing more, but the
present status of the strife points clearly to
schism in the Catholic Church and the forma-
tion of a new and purified body claiming to be
Catholic without the errors and depravity of
the original Church.

As a proof that this conflict is to go down to
the very core of the Catholic world and involve
every member of the Church, we quote as the
last demonstration on the part ot the Catholic
clergy a manifesto regarding the recalcitrant
teachers of the school, who, sustaiced by the
State, still refuse to accept and teach the dog-
ma of infallibility. In this document parents
are warned that they will be excommugica’ed
if they permit their children to be taught by
these men ; and this proves our position that
this is a war in which 0o quarter will be given,
and which must be a test of fthe degree of cul-
ture and sense of manly indepeadence in the
Catbholic people.

Among the ‘most encouraging signs of the
times is the true religious spirit that is being
developed amid the very scenes ef all this ex.
citement. A course of lectures on the Cburch
question—its nature and its significance (o the
present period, was recently delivered in My-
nich by a learned theologian, in which he uses
language and gives utterance to sentiments
that partake of true Christian purity, such as
we often do not find among the philosophical

marked and visible progréss in some places.

and where for ministerial labour it may be
said, * No man careth for their souls," besides
thousands of natives who are perishing for lack
Fathers and brethren, eould
we afford it, and was it prudent, we would ag

of knowledge.

jvoce send for & nunister and bear his expen-
ses | but we are assured it will be best for the

Society to send one; and we are also confident
that it the right mau is sent, in Jess than twelve

{ months he would have a flourishing and self-

supperting cause.” It is to be boped that this
earnest appeal will meet with a suitable re-
sponse, aud that a zealous missionary will be
promptly sent to minister to our fellow-coun-
trymen in the far-off land of their adoption.

In China there is still much excitement and
opposition to the missionaries and their work,
especially among the mandarins. The agents
of this Society, in common with those o! kin-
dred institutions, are prosecuting their work in
the spirit of the ancient martyrs, and in firm
reliance on the protection of Divine Providence.
Nor are their labours in vain in the Lord, sev-
eral native Chinese baving been gathered into
the fold ot Christ during the past year.

WESTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA.

On the western coast of Africa the good work
is now prosecuted uader more tavouable cir-
cumstances than formerly, when the climate
was noted for its unhealthiness. and the country
was called ** the white man's grave.” Now the
neighbourhood of the respective settlements is
better cleared and drained, and the fevers
which still prevail at times are better under-
stood, so that Europeans can spend a fow years
there with comparative impunity. A large
number of native; missionaries and teachers
have, moreover, been raised up to take a part
in the diffusion of the Gospel among their fel-
low-countrymen, At the four principal British
scttlements of Sierra Leone, Gambia, Cape
Coast, and Lagos, as well as on the more in-
terior stations, a pleasing measure of progress
bas been realised during the past year, and
ho?)u are entertained of still greater progress
In tme to come.

At the Cape of Good Hope, in Kaffraria and
Natal, the respective stations of the Wesleyan
Missionary Society are reported as being in a
progressive and prosperous state. Earnest
efforts are continued to free the chapels from
debt; native teachers and missionaries are
being trained in larger numbers at the Heald-
town Iastitution and other places, to take a
vart io the good work; and, as the result of
a faithfully-preached Gospel, a glorious and
extensive revival of religion has taken place,
to the great joy of the missionaries. Altogeth-
€ra measure of success bas been realised :n
Southern Africa which the Report states bas
** perbaps uever been surpassed in any part ot
the mission field except in Polynesw.” Nor
have the scattered population of the pewly-dis-
covered diamond-fields been forgotten by the
Society. The Rev. John Priestly, who had
before laboured in South Africa, was appoint-
ed to this interesting sphere of labour at the
last Conference, and in the course of a few
weeks he and his devoted wife will embark for
their distant station.

AUSTRALASIA AND POLYNESIA.

From the Society's numerous and interesting
stations in New Zealand, the Frieodly and Fui
Islands, and other parts of the Southern world,
interesting intelligence has come to hand, and
18 duly chrcnieled in the anpual Report. The
number of native labourers has been greatly
increased, and multitudes ot wuderiug sinners
bave been brought o asaving knowledge of
the truth andigathered into the fold of the Re-
deemer duy ing the past year. From the rapid
influx of European population to Fiji tears have

The agents of the Society at Oporto, Barcelo-
na, and Gibraltar have not laboured in vamn;
but the great eveat of the year is the occupa-
tion of Rome as a Wesleyan mission station,
and the fitting up of a large room as a Metho-
dist chapel in the ** Eternal City"—an event
which few persons would bave ventured to
predict twelve months ago. From this provi-
dential opening, followed up as it bas been by
faitbial preacking and by the munificent con-
tributions ot £10,0x) by Mr. Fernley and My,
Heald for carrying on the work, we may ex-
pect the most biessed results in time o come,

INDIA AND CHINA,

According to the interesting Report before
us the holy war against idolatry aad sin in all
their horrid forms in the far distant East, has
been waged during another year by the mis-
sionaries of this Society with 3 cheering meas-
ure of success. The attention paid to the
educational department of the work on all the
stations has been unremitted, and the bope is
entertained that the foundation of ancient and
long-cherished systems of pagan superstition is

been felt lest the resuit would be damaging to
our mission to the Aborigines, as in other simi-
lar cases; but the missionaries are pursuing
their great work with zeal and diligence, and
leaving the future in the hands of the unerriog
wisdom of Divine Providence.

WEST INDIES,

A cheering measure of prosperity has been
realised iu the ** sunny isles of the West” du-
ring the past year. Hopes are entertained and
were carnestly expressed at the recent Mis-
sionary Committee of Review that in the
course of a few years our West India missions

being effectually undermined by the diffusion
of divine truth. In Ceylon a gracious revival
of religion bas taken place, by means of whuhi
many precious souls have been saved and ga-
thered into the fold of the Redeemer. From |
Egutapoora, in the Presidency of Bombay, has |
come since the publication of the Report a |
remarkable and interesting  communication |
from a company of Briush workmen connected |
with the railway there, earnestly requesting
that a missionary may be appointed to that part |
of India. These hardy sous of toil say, under |
date of July 8, 1871: ** Dear Fatbers and |
blethren.——l;'ndoubtedly you will be surprised |
to be addressed by us who are to most of you |
unknown. But it bas pleased Almighty God |

will become entirely self-supported. Byt pa-

tience must be exercised, and we must remem-

ber that England still owes a large debt of

pity, sympathy, and Christian love to poor

Africa and ber long-neglected and dowa-trod-

den children in the lands of their exile,
BRITISH AMERICA.

Nor are the scattered settlers in the British
provinces of America and the Canadian domi-
nion forgotten or neglected by the Methodist
people on Loth aides of the Atlantic. My,
Punshon gave an eloquent and luminous gc-
count of the nature and extent of miuion.ry
work in Canada and British Columbia at the
Manechester Conference, and the vast propor-
tions which Methodism has assumed are truly
astonishing, the child baving already outgrown
its parent in many respects, whilst the prospect
of still surther advancement in time to come is
bright and encouraging,

It is pleasing to be able to add that the in-
come of the Wesleyan Missionary Society for
the past year amounts to the noble sum of
£147,554 12s. 1d. The number of mission-
aries employed on the respective stations is
1,029. These devoted servants of God have
166,392 Church members under their care, and

-

there are 204,060 scholars in the mission
schools. For these results every true friend

tocast our lot in a heathen lasd, but a land
where maay every year are coming and going

ot the noble enterprise will ** thank God and

from England and other European countries. 1““ courage.”
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