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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON.
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost.

THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD,
| 1just st

y . t. Luke xvi. 8.)
ren ( 1

The Gospel which you have just heard,
my brethren, is somewhat hard to under-
tand at first. llere we havean example
of the most flagrant kind of dishonest
dealing, and of cheating an employer,
and yet we read in the words of Lhe text
that * the lord commended the unjust
steward forasmuch as he had done wise-
1y." Is wot this a little strange, and
eontrary to what we ¢ 1 our modern en-
lightened notions of right and wrong?
],'. t us examine t'e case carefully and
see.

And first, we must not m ke a mistake
about the words. We might at first
sioht easily think that * the lord "' means
the Lord Jesus Christ; but it really
moans the lord, the master, the employer
of the unjust steward, about whom Jesus
Christ is speaking. That bad, erafty
fellow had heen cheating his master, and
persu Wling and assisting ot her people 1_ )
geot them on his

cheat him also, 8
gide, and have 7 to go to
when he should be turned out of his
place. And he certainly had done his
Yad worl: very claverly : he had laid his
plans very well, and had taken a great
deal of pains about them. There was
not any doubt about that. And the
lord, or, as we shou'd say nowadays, his
employer, when he found it all
could not help admiring the shrewdness
of the sharp practics on the part of his
steward, even though he must condemn
its dishonesty. e “ gommended " him
—that is to say, praised him for his
worldly wisdom and eleverness. I fancy
he might have said: “ Ah! the sharp,

some

1wl vor

ont,

eunning rascal! What pains he took
and how shrewd he was, in making
frionds for himself with money. I wish

I had only half as much honest clever-
ness in managing my honest business, I
ghould be a rich man in no time !"

You see, my brethren, his employer
did not praise the steward for his hon-
esty, or for his faithfulness, but only for
his shrewlness. And then Jesus Christ
finishes 1lis parable by saying: * for
the children of this world are wiser in
their generation than the children of
light.” * And is not this true, my breth-
ren? Do you not see and feel every
day that the *children of this world "
that is, those who live for this world
alone, and place all their happiness and
hope here below—are far wiser in their
own wy, and among their own ety than
good people are? See how men slave
and toil, and cheat and lie and steal,
and sometimes murder, to get a little
little of the riches of this

How trouble do good

noney, a
much 1
s take, or how much self-denial do
ir, to gain the riches of heaven?
See how eraftily wise vhe unjust stew-
art was to get friends for himself, to re-
ceive him and give him a home when he
lost his place, How much wisdom do we
show to zot for ourselves true friends,
and to make sure of a heavenly home
when die?

This is what Jesus Christ means : bad,
wicked people put us to shame by the
eleverness they show, and the pains they
take to win earthly goods, while we do
not manifest half the wisdom, or take
one-fourth the pains to win a heavenly
reward. We could very well take pat-
tern by bad men in this rezard. We
know that heaven is better than earth,
and yet how many really strive harder
for heaven than for earth ?

« Make unto you friends of the mam-
mon of iniquity.” Yes, use the riches

earbl.
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Will kill many times more flies
than any other known article

REFUSE UNSATISFACTORY IMITATIONS

Pius X. recently gave orders for a
universal advance of the standards to
be applied to candidates for the clergy
and also alvanczing the age for ordina-
tion. Tais is in direet opposition to
the idea of many of the Protestant
Churches, notably the Methodist Pro-
testant, that a man must get into the
active ministry as early as possible,
whether educationally prepared or un-
prepared. Of course if a man is to be
superannuated by his Church at forty
years of age, under the Catholie rule he
would have little time to work. DBut, as
we have said, the Catholie Church does
not superannuate rhe ministry at the
age of forty. She rightly considers
that her power and wealth and success
is the wisdom and the experience and
the age of her ministry. The decree of
the Pope also raises the standard of
education for the ministry of the Cath-
olie Chureh. What would the Method-
ist Protestant candidate for the ministry
think if before he could be ordained to
the ministry of his Church he should be
required to take four years' course as a
preparation to six year's exacting study
in the higher institution, which must
follow? We say exacting study, for the
eourse includes now two years in philos-
ophy, four years in theology, courses in
the Seciiptures, exegesis, canon law,
moral t .eology, ecclesiastical history,
homileties, Gregoriat. chant,higher law,
French, Iebrew, Italian, natural
sciences, elocution and in some cases
German. We say this is the course that
has prevailed, but now the Pope has
de>reed an advanee on this, No wonder
the Catholie priesthood is such a power.
It is not possible to accomplish a good
mechanieal job with dull tools; how can
good ezclesiastical work be done with-
out sharp too!s? The place to sharpen
the edge of the ministry is in the
seminary. Jesus did not begin His
ministry until He was thirty years old.”

Our Protestant friends are finding out
that, after all, the Catholic Church is a
wise old institution, and that it were
better to eopy her than malign her, as
has been the habit so long.—Catholic
News.

CONVENT LIFE IN MODERN FICTION.

1t is pleasant to have so authoritative
a writer as Mrs. Virginia Crawford
declare, as she does in the Catholic
World (New York), that modern n vel-
ists of the better class are beginning to
look upon and treat monastic and con-
vent life in a far different manner from
that which remains unpleasantly familiar
to the majority of Catholic readers.
Says Mrs. Crawford:

No manifestation of Catholic faith—
with the exception perhaps of the
Society of Jesus—has survived such
persistent denunciation, from Protestant
writers, as convent life. To usea home-

God has given you, be they much or

ly simile, the cloister has ever been as a

little, to get true friends with. Give
alms to God's poor; help to pay the
Chuareh debt; have Masses said for the
holy souls in Purgatory ; do something
for Catholie Thus you will
gain friends indeed —friends before
God's throne—friends to intercede for

friends who, when you

schools.

you in heaven
fail, shall * receive you into everlasting
dwellings.”

THE WISE OLD CHURCH.

attitude
matters ol
is bringing forth praise instead
of eriticism from inteiligent Protestants.
The old Chureh used to be condemned
all around as being too witoeratie, be-
cause it would not approve the notion

At last the uncompromising
yf the Catholie Church on

docor.ne

that it was all right for a so called
Christian practically to believe just
what he liked., But that system of go-

as-you-please Christianity has played
ueh startling havoe with many of the
pon-Catholic  denominations that the
thoughtful leaders them are
heginning to realize that after all there
jething to learn from the old
Churchi. At the Presbyterian General
Assembly in Denver last month a letter
was read from the Rev. Dr. Francis T

anong

is s

Patto, president of Princeton Theo-
logical S ary, which he said:
by things in which we agree with
Roman Catholies and ot g are more
jmportant than the things in which we
ditfer. Wo V the allies and
friends of all wl believe in  super-
natural Christianity, and the questions
before the Chureh are whether there is
a living God and whather He h

spoken us t! gh the incarnate

Christ. These are the issues on which

ton men and all who are interested

, conserving vital Christianity should
n: common cause,”  Thisis the point
exactly. All our Protestant friends who

Wi to preserve Christianity must
agree with Catholics on many things.
The Catholie Church has not abandoned
anything, while the new-fangled the
ology that is disturbing those outside
thn Church would do away with super-
patural Christianity altogether.
Another Protestant, a Methodist, also
goes uch to admire in the Cathelic
Chu ch. He is the editor of the
Methodist Reeorder, and this is what
he bas to say in that journal:
w“There is no guestion but that the
ministry of the Catholic Church is a
success, This is partially due to the
fact that there is no recognition by the
Church of a dead line and hecause of
the high standard of edueation and
preparation for the ministry which the
Ohurch exacts. But not content with
e standards which now prevail, Pope

red rag to a bull to a certain class of
mind. No charge against monks and
pnuns has been too monstrous, no inter-
pretation too fantastic for their eager
eredulity. The simplest event, occurr-
ing within convent walls have been in
vested with a sinister intent, while the
| supernatural motive has been flouted or
deliberately ignored. Books and pamph-
lets, written from this standpoint, have
been scattered over the United States
and England by hundreds and thousands
and cannot fail to have affecte. public
opinion, * We are all familiar
with the anti-Catholic calumnies of
certain much-read though medioere nov-
It is a pleasanter task to turn
from these to some of our acknowledged
masters of fietion, to authors of to-day
and earlier days whose literary repute
cannot be gaiusaid, and see how the
same theme emerges from their hands.
If we find that their interpretation is a
different one, I think we may claim that
the weight of literary testimony is on
our side, even though the honors of a
widespread cireulation may possibly lie
v ith our opponents.

elists.

Mrs, Crawford goes on to show that
those who attack convent life know
nothing of its first prineiples, nothing of
its daily rule or approved customs.
They concoct an elaborate caricature,
filling in the details at tne suggestion
of prejudice and malice. It would not
be wrong, indeed, to add that there is
a distinetly financial premium placed
on “literature " of the kind suggested,
wmd that writers in fabricating their
stories, bear this fact in mind. No
ordinary person can conceive the nature
of the religions or contemplative life,
who is not a Catholic. As Cardinal
Manning used to say toprospective
to the Catholie Chureh * you
will find in the monastery a life of which
you have no conception.”

converts

Among the modern writers, Huys-
mans, Loti, Bazin, Ayscough—aho deals
with the subjeet in his novel Marotz—
all of these, says Mrs, Crawford, testify
to the heauty of the cloister ideal.
Those who have read Loti will under-
stand that no pro-Catholic prejudice
moves him to depiet the beauty of any
condition of our religion: he does so,
nevertheless, and without stint. Icono-
clast and atheist though he was, Hugo,
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too, always paid his tribute to the
beauty and sanctity of religious life,
among men as well as women. Says
Mrs. Crawford :

It is only a Catholic, and indeed a
Catholic endowed in some measure
with the mystical sense, who can arrive
at a clear and reasoned understanding
of a ecall to a religious life. Outsiders
may apprehend it sentimentally or
aesthetically, never in its entirety., * *
The maintenance of a whole conception
of the religious state seems to me as
much a funetion of literature as of the
pulpit. Even fiction has its part to

play in this needful work. It can dis-
sipate false conceptions and correct
false history, and present in conerete
examples the ideals we all cherish.
Books of literary aud spiritual value
cannot, however, be produced to order,
and it is only by deepening our religi-
ous life and widening our culture that
we shall evolve, as we need it, a Catho
lic literature worthy of the name, lifted
above the region of mere controversy.
N. Y. Freeman's Journal.

THE WIT OF THE HIERARCHY.

On February 20, last, Archbishop
Ryan, who celebrated his silver jubilee
as Archbishop of Phiiadelphia last week
was seventy eight years old. He is
still well and active. Often the Arch-
bishop can be seen on the streets of
Philadelphia and his large figure and
peculiarly shaped silk hat always at-
tracts attention. Nearly everybody
knows him and he knows nearly every-
body. He has a kind word for all who
speak to him, many of them he calls by
name and asks after friends. He num-
bers among his closest friends some of
the most noted statesmen, financiers and
diplomats of the counrry. The 2 rch-
bishop and President Taft are particu-
larly good friends. When the President
was in Philadelphia recently as the
guest of Dr. 8. Weir Mitchell the \rch-

bishop called on him. During the con-
versation the President said that he

had heard that the Cathedral in Phila-
delphia was one of the finest pieces of
architecture of its.kind in the world,
He also expressed the wish that he
could see it. “I would be glad to have
you see it, Mr. President,” said the
Archbishop. “If 1 cannot receive you
into my Church I can receive you in my
Cathedral.”

Archbishop Fyan is a most democratic
and human man. Particularly does he
love children and they love him. While
his eloquence and his scholarship have
made him famous, he is equally well
known for his ready wit, and many are
the stories that are told of his apt
answers. Once, at an Irish Land
League meeting in the Academy of
Musie, the late Bishop Horstmann, of
this city, and Bishop Prendergast, of
Puiladelphia, both veritable giants in
stature, were present. A gentleman
who was conversing with the Arch-

dre made of heav:
teeth, The teet

to the fire.
movements attached to the shaking.

lce\
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bishop remarked the great bulk of the
two Bishops. “Yes,” said the Arch-
bishop, with a smile, “‘they are the kind
of men to have for pillars of the Church.”
Once at a dinner a prominent lawyer,
in the course of his remarks, looking at
the Archbishop, said that all the Ryans
in Ireland were 1ogues. When the
Archbishop was called on fora s eech
every oue was waiting for a reply to
this sally. Looking at the lawyer with
a smile the Archbishop said: “It may
be true that all the Ryans were rogues,
but I am sure now that all the rogues
were not Ryans.”

FAST BECOMING HEATHENS.

Protestants may be divided, broadly
speaking, into three classes, no matter
what scet may claim them as members :

First. The Protestants who know

and care absolutely nothing for any
particular form of Christianity and

whose lives are spent in the pleasures of
the world.

Second. The Protestants who discuss
and argue a great deal; and cling to
their own individual opinions no matter
what church they may occasionally
attend, or to what sect they nominally
belong.

Third. The Protestants who love
the Lord and worship Him with all
their hearts, and who deplore the defec-
tion and irreligion which is scattering
vheir ranks.

Let us look for a moment at the class
of Protestants which I mentioned first
—those who amuse themselves.

The “Reformation” (so-called) began
with a great display of outward piety,
and a strict observance of public worship.
By degrees the yoke of external de-
votion became irksome to many Protest-
ants, who, being taught to use private
judgment in such matters, began to fall
away from regular attendance at church
services. They said: “Religion belongs
to the heart.,” “The groves were God's
first temples.” They thanked the Lord
that they were not like the publican.
There was no need for them to prostrate
themselves before God. They could
regulate their lives and practice their
own code of morality without Iis help.
Insensibly at first, but steadily and
surely, they strayed away from any oute
ward practise whatsoever of religion.

There are multitudes of such sybar-
ites in America to-day. The world is
their playground. If every Church on
the face of the earth should be de-
stroyed they would not feel or know the
difference; but they would be inconsol-
able should the theatres and places of
amusement disappear. Protestants like
these are absolutely blind to religion,
and to its requirements. They are like
heedless children, at play on the edge of
eternity. It it a ‘“dans macabrel”
When the inevitable death must come,
he is met usually with stoicism. I have
never|heard these modern heathens say
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They always say:

as these did not exist. In this
twentieth century they may be cou nted
by miliions.—From Mrs. Bellamy
Storer's “Peril of the Twentieth
Century.”

If you are young, look onward to the
opening trials of life—if you desire to
find yourself strong in God's grace and
established in holiness, you must be sure
of prayer. If you are middle-aged, and
not so holy as you feel you should be,
and look o to old age and its peculiar
difficulties, you must be sure of prayer.
If you are old and look on to death, be
sure of prayer.

SHOE POLISH

once used and you will
discard every other.
Insist on getting it.

Black and all

Colors, 10c
and 25cting 3898

Where the Fishers Go

The Story of Labrador
by REV. P. BROWNE

(Member Historical Society of Nova Scotia)
160 Half-tone lllustrations with Map and Index

“A volume of fascinating literature.”
Recorder)

(Acadian

“The greatest contribution to colonial literature
in recent years." (Sports, Halifax)

Written by a man who knows his subject not from
hearsay but from actual experience.” (Chronicle)

“The author is literary to
master of Classical English:
romance.” (Toronto Register)

For Sale at RECORD OFFICE
Postpaid $1.90

is finger tips and a
The volume reads like a

1603-tf

DHESE?, 7 sgi;yi(;;ABLE
Made to su ITS FOR

Measure SPRING

English-made by expert tailors from superior
quality cloth,$6 13 to $13. or smart suit lengths,
latest designs, which your tailor will make up,
$2.85to $7 20 Satisfaction guaranteed, Pat-
terns and full particulars from

GROVES & LINDLEY,
63, Cloth Hall St., Huddersfield, Eng.

By gem:{ rocking the lever, first on the
on both sides,and fall through

Hotel Strathcona

Niagara-on-the-Lake
CANADA

This pleasant summer resort, on Lake Ontario,
will be open for guests from June 15th, under new
management,

Beautiful large Bedrooms, single or in
suite, overlooking Lake Ontario; good bathing, fish_
ing and hunting, and pleasant, cool drives along the
banks of the old historic Niagara River.
cuisine,

Excellent
Music for dinner by Mrs. Ramsey, Toronto,
Number of private cottages to rent for the season,

J. TASKER, Manager,

Three generation :Ig‘(“l|f,rt:ﬁg‘g:‘\:l:ﬁé;; \ A SPLENDID G}FT

“ @ANZONI

T. A. DALY

- The me
v S
(58 mainly in 1 and
Italian dia are
N full of the t of
humor and pathos

PRICE $L1IO
POST PAID
Catholic
Record
O ffice

London - Canada

THE ROMAN INDEX

FORBIDDEN
BOOKS

Briefly explained for (
book-lovers and students

Frances S Betten, S. J.

atholie

PRICE 85e, Post Paid

™E CATHOLIC RECORD

LONDON, CANADA

mathnlis Eunfessiunai

By Rev. Albert McKeon, S. T. L.
15 cents post-paid

Average Sales, 2,000 Copies
per month

The Cath—o_lic Record

O'KEEFE'S LIQUID
EXTRACT OF
MALT WITH IRON,

is an ideal preparation [of
building up the

BLOOD AND BODY

1t 18 more readily assimilated,
and absorbed into the cict
latory fluid than any otaer
preparation of iron.

It is of great value in all form#
of Anemia and Ceneral Debti-
ity.

For Sale at Drug Stores

W. LLOYD WO00D,

Toronto, -

Generai Aia’

Canada

JULY &

CHATS

Make Ever

A v_.u-ul

what they
A satisll

over what ¢
thing. Th
ghings hav
ment as &
elimb high
rather thal
nplll‘w Lo an

Theodor
of the spul
has taken,
has also i
of steppin
he has go
gtarting |
has only 1
do the ne
been & Mo
youug wh
world.

Most of
slide back
do not he
and keep
thing to b
gets but
ppurting
mander
|1'ml‘ him
fines a9t
opposing
tires, 1054
thusiasm
tatet

1
life
take
adval
evi
ing

One of

men
that ¢
next
Resol
satisl
renev
fort
mine th
in your
new de
that

beckor
aspirat

Maks
ping-st
The S¢

The
bition
world,
worth
ass0eCis
earnes
they o
minat
you «
wast
not o
them,
thro

mire




