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Idared by the ministers present to be a pipers to the effect that the French 
very valuable document, on account of Evangelization societies of the Presby- 
the copious statistics it gave ; and ore teriaus and others are rapidly brirg- 
of the ministers present, the Kev. W. lng over the French-Canadians to 
T. Gunn, said that the progress of Protestantism. For these boasts there 
Congregationalism hai been even is absolutely no foundation, 
greater than Mr. Day's statistics would 
indicate.

The statement of the Rev. Mr. Day 
quoted below,we must say, is c rtaluly 
somewhat encouraging to Coogrega- 
tlouallsts, if it bo strictly true, but 
there is good reason to believe that the 
favorable figures are greatly exagger­
ated, though perhaps not de.iguedly 
so, on the ltev. Mr. Days part.
On the other hand, while it is 
certain that Congregationalists have 
really increased more rapidly 
than the general population of Quebec, 
it has been at the cost of the other Pro­
testant denominations, and not of the 
Catholic Church. The reason for this 
is probably to be found In the fact that 
the somewhat elastic and semi Latltu 
dinariau constitution of Congregation­
alism gives more freedom for the re­
jection of the fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity than is permitted by the 
other denominations, and this fact 
makes Congregationalism more attract 
ive than the other forms of Protestant 
Ism. Perhaps, also, there have been 
some local influxes of Congregational 
ists, which in so small a denomination 
as the Congregational is In Quebec 
would have considerable effect in rais­
ing the percentage of increase.

The Kev. Mr. Day makes the follow­
ing statement :

“ There was a gain In membership 
in the past ten years of 38 per cent. ; in 
the Sunday schools of 31 percent., an 
advance in the foreign missionary con 
tributions of 18 per cent., college con 
tributlons of 30 per cent., and a total 
increase of all contributions of 3 per 
cent. "

It is worthy of remark that notwith­
standing the natural increase in the 
wealth and prosperity of the province 
of Quebec, the total increase of all 
contributions for denominational pur­
poses (should be but 3 per cent., 
while the Increase in membership is 
claimed to have been 38 per cent.
This, surely, gives room for the suspic­
ion that the estimated increase of 38 
per cent is imaginary, or is at least 
founded upon a very doubtful founda­
tion.

There are no public statistics to show 
what the actual increase of Congrega­
tionalism has been during the last ten 
years ; but the official censuses of the 
Dominion show what the increase was 
during the ten years between 1881 
and 1891.

management of several religious de­
nominations, but as the majority of the 
Christian Indians are Catholics, the 
policy of substituting Protestant 
schools, under the guise.of non sectar­
ianism, for the contract schools, bore 
most haully upon the Catholic schools 
under the care of the Jesuits and other 
missionary religious orders. This 
policy was inaugurated by /President 
llarrison, who sent two Protestant 
ministers to the West to put it into ef­
fect. These Indian Commissioners re­
signed when President Cleveland was 
elected, but the policy was not immedi­
ately reversed. It is gratifying to ob­
serve now that even at the moment 
when large appropriations are being 
devoted to preparations for war on a 
large scale, the peacef ul needs of the 
country are not being neglected, and 
that the schools which were admittedly 
doing the best work in the civilization 
of the aborigines are being again en­
couraged by the Government.

In other matters greater liberality 
is also shown. It will be remembered 
that last summer Mr. McKenna, as 
legal adviser of President McKinley’s 
Cabinet, pronounced that a site could 
not be allotted for the erection of a 
Catholic chapel at West Point, for the 
use of the Catholic cadets and em­
ployees of that military institution. 
This decision was felt to be unjust, 
especially as there are two Pro­
testant chapels attached to the 
school, and it was the general opinion 
that, in making his decision, Mr! Mc­
Kenna was intluouced by political ex­
igencies, and this is now practically 
admitted by Congress to have been the 
case, as a special bill has been passed 
by that body to allow the Catholics to 
erect the desired chapel. They will do 
this at their own expense, as was the 
Intention from the beginning.

These changes of policy are the 
more remarkable as they come under a 
Uspublican majority in Congress, and 
the Republicans were the party most 
strongly worked upon by the A. P. A., 
that the objects of this association 
might be attainel. No doubt the 
total collapse of Apaism has convinced 
the Republicans that such societies 
cannot maintain their influence amid 
an intelligent population like that of 
the United States.
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THAT FOREIGN ELEMENT. participator in the sublime work cf 
our Redemption, and when we honor 
her for her share in that work we 
honor also her Son.

Catholics do not forget to pay due 
homage to Jesus, and to devote a large 
portion of the year to commemorate 
the sacred mysteries of which Us la 
the Author iu Ills work as our Redeem­
er. We do penance by the fastsjand 
abstinences of the year, to commemor­
ate the alllictions of our Lord,'and 
Saviour, and to obtain that they 
may be applied to our souls for 
the forgiveness of our sins. There­
fore do we fast during the seasons of 
Lent and Advent, and on other fast­
ing days, aud we perform the penance 
of abstinence on every Friday. Every 
Sunday of the year is kept holy in 
memory of Christ's triumphant Rssur 
rection from the dead whereby the 
mystery of Redemption was made com­
plete, and there are many other festi­
vals kept to honor Jesus directly. 
But from the very fact that the Son is 
worthy of divine honor, the mother is 
also worthy of honor greater than what 
is due to any other created being ; for 
as St. Gregory the Great said : Im­
agine what it Is to be the Son of God, 
aud you can have some conception of 
what it is to be ills mother. His ex­
cellence above all things will make us 
understand the mother’s excellence 
also."

This joining together of the mother 
and the Son as co operators In the 
work of our redemption is authorized 
by reason and Holy Scripture. To 
show this we need only quote the 
words of a few passages of the sacred 
volume.

St. Paul says in Galatians lv, 1 : 
“ When the fulness of time was come, 
(for our redemption), God sent forth 
His Son made of a woman, to redeem 
them that were uuder the law."

The Blessed Virgin is also referred 
to in the lirst promise of a Redeemer 
when God said : “ I will put enmity 
between thee (the serpent) and the 
woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed. She shall bruise thy head 
and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel.” 
(Gen. ill., 15.) And when the an­
nouncement was made to her by the 
Angel Gabriel that she should become 
the Mother of the Son oi the Most High, 
the Incarnation of Jesus was made to 
depend upou her consent, which was 
given in the words : “ Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord I Be it done to 
me according to thy word."

The month of May is, therefore, most 
appropriately dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and should be celebrated 
by all with great devotion, aud with 
confidence that she will assist us bv 
her efficacious prayers offered for us 
to her beloved Son.
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In view of the fact that the preach­
ers and the anti Catholic press of the 
United States are always endeavoring 
to make it appear that) the foreign 
population is responsible for most of 
the crimes which are committed in the 
country, it Is interesting to note 
that in the now State of Washington, 
which Is on the high road to the newly 
discovered gold fields of Alaska, gam­
bling houses and drinking saloons of 
most elaborate character have been 
opened In several cities to entice pros 
pectors >.nd those who are returning 
with fortunes from the gold country to 
put their earnings into peril iu these 
establishments This same State boasts 
that it Is tho most thoroughly Amerl- 
cau of all the States of the uulou In its 
population. It is not the foreign ele 
ment, therefore, which lays the most 
destructive snares to entrap the un­
wary, but the native born Americans 
who boast so loudly of their superior 
morality.___________________

THE MARYLAND ACT OE RE­
LIGIOUS TOLERATION.

The Legislature of the State of Mary­
land has passed a measure providing 
for the celebration of the two hundred 
and fiftieth anniversary of the passage 
of the Maryland Act of Religious Toler­
ation. This Act was passed in 1049, 
aud the celebration will take place on 
2Ut April, 1899, at Annapolis, which 
city dates its origin from two years 
earlier than when the Act of Toleration 
was passed. Baltimore and other citiis 
and counties of the State are invited to 
take part in the celebration.

The charter uuder which Maryland 
was settled was given by Charles I. to 
Cecilius Calvert, Lord Baltimore, as 
Lord Proprietary, iu 1032. The terri­
tory was named Terra Marin- or Mary 's 
Land, in honor of Henrietta Maria, the 
Queen of Charles I.

The expedition consisted of about 
two hundred gentlemen of fortune who 
were nearly all Catholics, seeking In 
the New World a refuge from the 
oppressive penal laws under which 
they were suffering in their native 
land.

In 1031 they commenced their settle­
ment within the present county of St. 
Mary's, near the entrance of the Poto­
mac into Chesapeake Bay. Leonard 
Calvert, the brother of Lord Baltimore, 
became the first Governor.
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A FREAK.

The Rev. Thus. Harrison, who was 
known some years ago as “ the Biy 
Preacher," and who is sometimes still 
called by this name,although he is now 
of mature age 
novel methods of gathering a crowd to 
attend his revival meetings. On a re 
cent visit to New York to conduct a 
Jubilee service, he advertised as fol­
lows In one of the papers : “ A great
Jubiles! Increasing excitement ! All­
day revival ! 
cornetist !
Come and enjoy the Jubilee !" It 
must have been very hard for lovers of 
amusement aud of a hearty meal tore 
sist such inducements t o come and hear 
the gospel preached.
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TIIE SISTERS AND THE WAR.

The Sisters of Charity of Now Y’ork 
State have announced that they will be 
ready to send three hundred nurses to 
the seat of war to take care of the sick 
aud wounded. The Mother Superior 
of the Hospital of Mount St. Vincent- 
ou the Hudson says :

ThLarge chorous and 
Refreshments provided. "I
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" Nursing tlia sick and wounded la the lirst 
duty of our order. All of our Sislers, except 
the young novices, are trained nurses, and 
many of them hold diplomas as physicians. 
We have a regular school of medicine at­
tached to Mount Ht. Vincent academy. One 
of the first requirements is that eacli nurse 
must have hospital experience. After they 
have acquired this experience they are as­
signed tu other duties winch tit them for the 
whole round of duties which may fall to their 
hands. Our system of training is such as to 
give them some experience with every kind 
of disease.
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are,Tho great progress made by the 

Church in all parts of Europe is well 
illustrated by the change which is tak­
ing place In Switzerland in favor of 
the Catholic religion. The percentage 
of Catholics to the whole population is 
increasing, not very rapidly but still 
surely. In Geneva the Catholic gain 
has been wonderfully rapid as well as 
very great. In lHlij there were in 
Genova 84.253 Protestants and 27,- 
504 Catholics, but in 189i; the Catholic 
population was 110,955 as against 52,- 
514 Protestants. This ts a very great 
gain in hall a century. The Catholic 
increase per cent, was 121.fi,while the 
Protestant percentage of increase was 
only 53.3. This has happened in the 
cradle of Calvinism, where John Cal­
vin once ruled with despotic sway.

The settlers at once instituted a re 
presentative form of Government, in 
obedience to the terms of their char­
ter, and the first Assembly met in 1G35,

lieve

" Many of the Sisters are used to the tropi­
cal climate, having served in the Bahamas, 
and the climate of (Julia, even during the 
rainy season, lias no terrors for them.’’

This is practical charity, at the sight 
of which the maligners of these devoted 
ladies, who are feted and otherwise 
encouraged by bigots, should hang 
their heads in shame.

The Lady Superior of the Convent of 
Mary Immaculate at Key West has also 
offered to the Government the conveut 
and the school buildings to be used for 
an hospital, and the Sisters will act as 
nurses. Admiral Sampson, Command­
er in chief of the Navy, has accepted 
the offer, expressing his thanks for 
this 11 most generous and patriotic 
teudor."
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In H142 a company of Puritans, 
driven from Virginia for not conform­
ing to tho Church of England, there 
established by law, settled at Anna 
polls, which then was named Provi­
dence.
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They refused to recognize 
the existing Government, and from 
1045 till 1047 there was a contest for
supremacy, which resulted in the 
establishment of the right of the pro­
prietary, Lord Baltimore.

In 1049 the Assembly passed the 
famous Act of Toleration, granting 
liberty of conscience to all Christians, 
aud forbidding that any one should be 
molested or should suffer any penalty 
on account of the profession of any 
Christian creed. Catholic Maryland 
was thus the first State which, to its 
lasting honor, passed a general Act of 
Toleration,

The Puritans were not satisfied with 
this state of affairs, and their settle- 
mentwas erected into a distinct county, 
with the hope of making them con 
tented, but on the overthrow of Charles 
I. they insisted on .the recognition of 
the new order of things in England, 
whilejthe Catholic settlement anl the 
authorities of the colony recognized 
Charles II. as king.

In 1052 the Puritans possessed a 
majority in the Assembly and en 
deavored to overthrow Lord Balti­
more's authority, and to reverse all the 
legislation which had been enacted 
under him, including the Act of 
Toleration. A decisive battle was 
fought between the two parties, in 
which the Puritans were victorious, 
and four of the captives taken were 
executed, among these being Governor 
Stone.

The authority of Lord Baltimore 
was re established three years later, 
and it remained with the Calvert 
family till it was assumed by William 
III. in 1088. In 1714, however, tho 
Calvert family, were restored to their 
hereditary rights, which they retained 
down to 1774, when the proprietary 
Government became practically trans­
ferred to a convention of the people.

While religious toleration thus 
flourished in Maryland, Puritans con­
tinued to be persecuted in Virginia, 
and the Puritans of Now England re­
lentlessly punished with the pillory or 
the stocks, and even with capital pun­
ishment, all who did not accept their 
form of belief, whether Catholics, 
Quakers, or Episcopalians.
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THE MONTH OF MARY.

The month of May has been selected 
by the Church as being peculiarly suit­
able for the cultivatiou of a special de 
votion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
Immaculate Mother of God made man, 
and has therefore obtained the name of 
the month of Mary.

In this month the earth puts on its 
beautiful attire of spring, replacing 
the desolation which the winter has 
brought upon all vegetation, and all 
nature now wears a joyful appearance. 
The flowers are in bloom, giving us the 
pleasures of beauty, and the fruits of 
the earth are beginning their growth, 
whereby we shail suou obtain the 
plentiful food which they will give for 
our nourishment and comfort. All 
this Is typical of the happiness brought 
to the world by Mary.

For four thousand years before Christ 
was born of Mary, the world was in 
the valley of the shadow of death, for 
by the sin of our first parents we were 
made children of wrath, having lost 
all right to heaven, and it is only 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ that our inheritance of eternal 
happiness, for which Almighty God 
created the human race, can be re­
gained.

His birth by His mother Mary ac 
complisked the mystery of His Incarna 
tlon. "The Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt amongst us," and by dwell­
ing among men on earth Jesus camo 
to the day of His sufferings and death, 
whereby our Redemption from sin and 
our delivery from the power of the 
devil were accomplished ; for the 
Apostle St. Paul tells us, in Romans v., 
20, that where siu abounded grace 
abounded much more. The effects of 
sin wore cancelled by what Christ did 
for our salvation, and as sin hath 
reigned unto our death, so doth grace 
reign to our eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

This wonderful resurrection of the 
human race from sin aud everlasting 
death is beautifully typified by the 
general restoration of life which takes 
place in the month of May, when all 
nature throws off the garb of jwintry 
death and desolation to put on life and 
beauty and vigor. The month of May 
is truly a month of resurrection,

But it may be asked hero : 11 Is this 
a good reason why this joyous month 
should bo specially dedicated to Mary, 
aud not rather to her Divine Son ?”

To this wo answer, that so intimate 
is the connection between the Son and 
the mother that Mary was au active

T
TRYING ANOTHER FOLD.

The Archbishop of Canterbury has 
been recently endeavoring to negoti­
ate terms of intercommunion with the 
schismatics of the East, usually known 
as "the Greek Church.” This effort 
is being made, undoubtedly, to com­
pensate for the failure to secure a 
recognition of Anglican orders from 
the Pope. The proposal wss made to 
the Patriarch of Constantinople to 
recognize tho validity of Anglican 
baptisms, and of the Anglican mode of 
administering communion, and iu re 
turn, it was offered that Anglicans 
would recognize the Greek baptisms 
aud Masses.

It is not at all probable that 
the Patriarch will make the con­
cessions asked lor, as tho Greek Church 
has always carefully abstaiued from 
recognizing Protestantism of any 
form, and it most positively condemned 
the efforts made in tho sixteenth eeii 
tury to introduce Protestant doctrines 
among its teachings.
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IT 11'A.S' HUT A NEWSPAPER 
CLIPPING.

The Sacred Heart Review mentions 
that one Dr. Wales, who desired to 
show that the Apalsts of the United 
States are true patriots, sent to the 
editor of that paper a newspaper clip­
ping which states that one thousand 
Apalsts of Pennsylvania have volun­
teered to serve their country in the 
event ol war being declared. The Re­
view then invites the doctor toscan the 
list ol those who were blown up on the 
battleship Maine, a large percentage 
of whom were Catholic communicants, 
much larger than the Catholic percent­
age of population. Thereupon the 
Haverhill Gazette remarks that the 
crew of any of the United States battle­
ships, whether Protestants or Catho­
lics, wouldjbe ready to lay down tholr 
lives for their country, but it adds that 
tho large percentage of Catholics who 
are actually serving their country 
should silence forever the cowardly 
aspersions which have been made (by 
the bigots) against our Catholic fellow- 
countrymen. It adds that tho heroic 
conduct of the Catholic chaplain who 
attended the dying sailors of the 
Maine was described by the officers as 
being "beyond praise." We are glad 
to notice that the Government has re­
warded the Rev. Chaplain Chidwick 
by raising his rank to that of a lieu­
tenant in the navy.

toriIn 1881 there were 4,294 Congrega­
tionalists in Quebec, aud in 1801 there 
were 5,244, the increase being 950 

This put into the form of a
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percentage, certainly appears to be a wh<
Inrtremarkably largejincrease, being 22 1 

per cent., not 38 as stated by Mr. Day 
for his decade : but as we have already 
said, the Influx of a very lew persons 
would make a very showy percentage 
in so small a denomination.

lealDISINTEGRATION IN PROTEST­
ANT DENOMINATIONS. hav

pec
The Presbyterians of New Y'ork are 

again troubled over the.errattc teach­
ing of one of thoir prominent clergy­
men, the Rev. Dr. McGlffert, who 
maintains that Christ did not intend 
the Lord's supper to be a permanent 
Institution in His Church, or a sacra­
ment in the sense in which it is under­
stood by Protestants generally. He 
says that it was merely a transitory 
symbol of tho crucifixion.

This teaching is considered to be en­
tirely at variance with the Westmin­
ster Confession and the catechism of the 
Presbyterian Church, which hold that

" They who worthily communicate 
feed upon Christ's body and blood to their 
spiritual nourishment and growth in 
grace, have their union and commun 
ion with Him confirmed ; testify and 
renew thair thankfulness and engage­
ment to God, and their mutual love and 
fellowship each with other as members 
of the same mystical body. "

The rigidly orthodox Presbyterians 
are clamoring for the Doctor’s trial by 
the Presbytery for heretical teaching, 
and one would suppose’that if,he persists 
in his refusal to accept the teachings of 
his church, he should withdraw 
from it, but there Is another party, 
and with this party the Inde­
pendent, the principal organ of 
Presbyterianism, sides, who say that 
the Church has already undergone 
trouble enough through its heresy 
trials, and that it would be most im­
prudent to have a new one now. They 
consider it better, therefore, to leave 
Dr. McGlffert alone, and it seems 
probable that their advice will be fol­
lowed.

If it be true that every be­
liever has the right to be his owu In­
terpreter of the Bible, it is right 
that Dr. McGlffert should be al­
lowed to interpret the Bible in his 
own fashion, but this rule of conduct is 
not usually applied by Presbyterians 
except to assert it as tho sole guide to 
faith when they are iu controversy 
with Catholics, It is a rule of faith.

V
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muOn the other hand, there is very 

good reason to believe that whatever 
may have been the Increase among the 
Congregationalists, independently of 
immigration and natural increase, it 
was from among the other Protestant 
denominations that the increase by 
accessions or conversions took place, 
and not from the Catholic body.

The total increase of population in 
Quebec during the decade was 9 5 
per cent. As nearly the whole popuia 
tion of the province is Catholic, the 
Catholic increase could not bo either 
very much greater or very much less 
than the same percentage. It was 
really 10.3 per cent., being consider, 
ably over the percentage of increase 
of tho whole population.

The non Catholic population in 
creased during the same period from 
188 309 to 190,500, being an increase 
of 8,257. From this number we must 
deduct the increase of 1,714 Jews and 
19 Pagans, so that the actual increase 
of the Protestant population was only 
0,524, being only 3J per cent., the in­
crease of the Congregationalists being 
over one-seventh of the entire Protest­
ant increase. This makes it clear that 
the large Congregational percentage 
does not indicate any gain from the
Catholic body, but rather from the A GKATIFYim CHANGE OF 
other Protestant denominations, if it POT ICY
really arises from conversions—which ___ _
may or may not be the case. The policy of the United States

It is evident from these official lig- Government has recently undergone
urea that tho Catholics of Quebec, a change for the hotter in regard to its

1 he Quebec Association of Congre- French and Irish, though they are not treatment of Catholics.
Dr. Watson, however, still adheres to gatlonal Ministers and Churches held flaunting their steady progress, nor has approved of a bill which was re-
the views set forth in his book, and it I Its regular annual meeting in Mon-| boasting of the accessions to their commended by its Committee on Indian
,s a curious ciicumstance that the - treal on Tuesday the 12th tilt., at \ ranks by conversions, are nevertheless affairs, whereby 10 per cent, has been
Synod which is to try him will meet in which a paper was read by the Rev. | holding more than their own in that I appropriated in addition to the sums 
his own chinch iu London. Dr. F. Day, of Sherbrooke, treating of tho province, and that the Catholic Church ' already allotted for the maintenance of 
Kennedy Moore will on this occasion,we progress of Congregationalism in that is becoming more and more the relig- ! the contract schools established for 
supposa, assume the character of ( province. Considerable research was ion of Quebec, notwithstanding the 1 the education of Indian children in the 
Elspeth Macfarlaue, the " Sermon 1 manifestly bestowed upon the prepar- braggadocio we have so frequently far West.

' aticu of this paper, which was de- read in some of the Protestant religious
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It appears likely that the heresy 
trial of the Reverend John Watson, 
known in literature as lan Maclaren, 
will take place at the next meeting of 
the Loudon Presbyterian Synod, though 
it was supposed that the matter had 
been indefinitely postponed.

The Rev. Dr. Kennedy Moore, who 
lest veer brought up (he charge of her 
eiy against the learned author of "The 
Mind of the Master," is renewing his 
attack, and has formally laid his com­
plaint before tho synod in an overture, 
praying that " steps betaken to vin­
dicate the honor aud laith of the 
Church."

The charge against Dr, Wat-
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:QUEBEC. Sc
cn
3cWe have several times had occasion 

to point out that the boasts uttered 
from time to time by divers ministers 
of several denominations, to the effect 
that their sects are achieving great 
success in converting the people of 
the Province of Quebec, aud especially 

j the French Canadians, to the various 
son Is similar to those which have forms of Protestantism, are but empty 
been so frequently brought against j vapoiings.
Presbyterian clergymen within the | call the attention of our readers to this 
last few years—that they are Latitud- ! matter.
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Taster. " These contract schools are under ihe i


