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CHRISTMAS GREETING. — The 
first Christmas of the new century 
is at hand, and as that ever glori­
ous anniversary approaches we turn 
to all our friends, filled with the 
Sentiments of good will that this 
holy time evokes, to wish them sin­
cerely and fervently "all the com­
pliments of the season." "A Merry 
Christmas" to all, collectively, ;and 
to each one individually is no mere 
formal or conventional expression 
with us. It is difficult to say any­
thing new about a festival that has 
been celebrated, without interrup­
tion, for over nineteen hundred 
years. The story of Christmas is so 
universally known, and has been 
told so many million times, that we 
need not attempt to embellish or 
render it more effective by any ef­
forts within the range of our capa­
city. All know that it is the grand 
central event around which cluster 
the devotions of entire Christen­
dom. *

Christmas is certainly a time of 
'social enjoyment, a period of holi­
day relaxation all the world over, 
but pre-eminently is it a festival 
of religious significance. While it is 
natural that family re-unions in 
which both old and young parti­
cipate, should be an ever-recurring 
feature in the celebration of that 
day, still the most important ele­
ment in the observance of the feast 
is that which belongs to the Church. 
Hence it is that the Midnight Mass, 
the celebration of three Mosses, and 
the other exceptional devotions that 
belong, in a most unique manner to 
Christmas, give evidence of the un­
usual fervor with which the Church 
of Christ commemorates that spe­
cial event. Consequently while wish­
ing to all, in the language of the 
world, a merry Christmas, it is ap­
propriate, especially for a Catholic 
organ, to add thereto a Holy and 
Blessed Christmas.

When we thus extend our greeting 
-to our subscribers, and all our 
friends, we do so with feelings that 
are somewhat intensified by the fact 
that we address hundreds of fellow- 
countrymen and co-religionists whom 
we have never personally met, with 
whom we have never exchanged 
word, whose hands we have never 
grasped. Yet during all the many 
long months that they have taken 
and read our paper, wo have held 
anost intimate and soul to soul com­
munion with them. Our sentiments 
our ideas, our thoughts, our long­
ings, our hopes, our fears, our joys 
and our sorrows we have recorded 
in these columns, and they, our 
readers, have all participated in our 
every feeling, have drank in our 
every expression, and our Spirits 
have consequently roamed in fond 
companionship over the realms of 
thought, through the domain of pa­
triotism, along the pathway of reli­
gion. A fellow-feeling has thus 
l>een created that is all the more in­
tense that none of the differences 
which will ever creep in where 
friendship exists, have had an op­
portunity of marring that ideal har­
mony. Hence it is that in wishing 
n merry Christmas to our readers, 
we are In spirit greeting them indi­
vidually as old acquaintances and 
as tried and cherished friends.

There are some to whom, on ac­
count of circumstances, the word 
merry might sound less appropriate 
than the word happy. There arc 
domestic circles in which it is not 
to bo expected that ordinary Christ­
inas merriment should reign, for 
there are vacant chairs at the fire­
side and empty places around the 
festive board of a year ago. To 
them we can but wish all the holv 
joys of consolation that the mes­
sage of "peace and good will" im­
plies. Wé trust and hope that every 
blessing of the season may come to 
«U. rich and poor, great and lowly,
»«d that —

villo" for the new square, formed 
b.v the site of the old St. Ann's 
market, in front of the Grand Trunk 
offices. Some wanted to call it 
"Parliament Sqjuare,” others "Cus­
tom House Square," again others 
"Produce Square"—all names that 
would be associated with either the 
political history of that sj»ot. 
the present commercial aspect of its 
surroundings. But the Council has 
wisely decided to call it B’Youville 
Square. There is no doubt that the 
place is rich in* souvenirs of the 
venerable foundress of the Grey 
Nuns. Every building within view of 
that space has its associations dot­
ing back to various intervals that 
extend their links between the pre­
sent and the days when Mere D'You­
ville set up her grand community in 
that once central port of Montreal. 
^.ndy .Jette, the distinguished wife 
of our actual Lieutenant-Governor, 
has written an admirable life of the 
one who founded the Order of the 
Sisters of Charity, commonly called 
the Grey Nuns. The w<uj6 is dedicat­
ed to the learned AretibLshop of 
Montreal, Mgr. Bruchési, and con­
tains a preface from >the pen of 
Judge Routhier, which is a little 
mnstèr-piece in itself. Before com­
merce came Christianity, and before 
the spirit of industrial progress 
came the spirit of robust charity.
In the founders of the great finan­
cial, commercial and industrial in­
stitutions that have contributed to 
raise Montreal from an isolated 
hamlet to the rank o4 a grand me- 
troi>p!is, do we find names worthy 
to/be perpetuated in the nomencla­
ture of the establishments of 
wealth and strength that adorn our 
city; in the person of the over ven­
erable lady whose life-work consist­
ed in one grand display of the pro- 
foundest charity, do we find a name 
that should be preserved in our pub­
lic places, especially in the region 
that has been consecrated for all 
time by her actual labors. Activity 
we are told is the order of the day 
and it is the grand characteristic of 
our great commercial institutions, 
Judge Routhier, referring to Mere 
B’Youville, says : "That which is 
most remarkable in the Venerable 
Mother D’Youville, is the activity 
of her charity Her love was not of 
the contemplative, but rather of the 
active order. The actions of her 
private life are manifested in • her 
public works, and she practised all
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A SLANDER NAILED, — Some 
time ago we made merttion of the 
fact that Father Gerard, S.J.. of 
London, brought action against the 
"Methodist Weekly," and demanded 
a public apology from that sheet. 
Father Gerard had defended his Or­
der against some worn out and base­
less accusations that had been re­
newed by writers whose stock-in- 
trade must have been of the limited 
quality. The "Mpthodist Weekly " 
published two letters containing 
statements to the effect that Father 
Gerard was not. to be believed when 
writing about the community of 
which he is a member. As long 
the anti-Jesuit writers confined 
their accusations to the Society, no 
person ever felt called upon to mol 
est them in their work of slander. 
But the moment one of thorn be­
came incautious enough to make 
statements applying to an ' indivi­
dual, that individual promptly 
taught the paper a lesson. The 
/Methodist Weekly" declined to go 
to court and made a complete ap­
ology to Father Gerard.

' V"*"** A vummervi
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the pious indusbriousness of char­
ity." No more appropriate name 
could have been selected for that 
square,the surroundings of whichwilf 
ever be remembered os the scene of 
her first labors in a cause that be­
longs in a special manner to Chris­
tianity, and the theatre of those 
pioneer efforts the results of which 
to-day are to be found in the stu­
pendous work of the community 
which calls her» Mother. Politics 
change, commerce changes, Parlia­
ments come ' and go, industrial firms 
are formed and are broken, public 
edifices are erected and destroyed,' 
great warehouses are constructed, 
occupied and abandoned; but Chris­
tian charity neve/changes, the com­
munity founded on that spirit , is 
perpetual, tho faith that inspired 
such early missionaries of love is 
immutable, the life and tiame of tho 
venerable nun have passed into his­
tory. It is, therefore, a generous, 
a grateful, a gracious and an ap­
propriate act to have marked that 
siftiare with the cherished name of 
P'Youville.

BOSTON'S MAYOR.—General Col­
lins has been elected Mayor of Bos­
ton. No more splendid selection 
could the "Hub" have zhade ns 
Chief Magistrate. He >s an Irish 
Catholic, who. has occupied some of 
tho most honoroee and important 
offices under thjpAmcrican Govern­
ment, gnd who as Consul-General in 
London, did much to show the An­
glo-Saxon what kind of men Ireland 
produced, especially when they en­
joyed the rights of independent citi­
zens. In speaking of his election a 
Catholic exchange, remarks, "though 
religious and race issues were very 
properly ignored in the contest for 
the mayoralty in Boston, Catholics 
all over New England, and indeed 
throughout the country in general, 
n.ny be pardoned for feeling a glow 
of pride in the election of General 
Collins." It is pleasant to learn 
that race and creed issues play no 
part in municipal contests in Bos­
ton. It is#evident that the Irish 
Catholics go in with all other sec­
tions on equal footing to attend to 
the civic interests, and in the gen­
eral emulation their talents and 
their qualifications bring them to 
the surface. Were the same to be 
tho course taken by all sec­
tions of the people here, 
similar results would follow, and we 
would have no need of tacit or 
other agreements to. win our way to 
the front.

MARONFS SPARK.—Edison says 
that he does not believe in Maroni’s 
wfrele‘8 telegraphy, especially across 
the Atlantic. Only a few years ago 
no person would have put faith in 
any one of Edison's inventions. The 
Anglo-American Cable Company, 
that holds the monopoly of tele­
graphic rights in Newfoundland, 
seepis to believe in him, since it-Iias 
apiflied for a writ of injunction to 
provenV^he inventor sending de­
spatches through the air, from 
Signal Hill, St. John’s, to the Lfcr- 
ard station, off the coast of Corn­
wall, in England. No sooner had he 
received a message, consisting of 
tho letter "S" repeated twenty 
times, from England, than action 
was taken to oblige him to pull up 
his stakes and get out of Newfound­
land with hie apparatus. The fact 
remains, however, that his system 
lias transmitted a message 1,800 
miles over the ocean.

, - nu»t
now bo called) remarked that in 
view of the commercial nature of
the action, and or the recently-ex­
pressed contentions that Frenoh- 
Canadiarx judges were not sufficient­
ly comptent in that branch of the 
law, he toit it might be right for 
him to recuse himself, and hand the 
case over to another judge. Need­
less to repeat all the protests 
against any such idea that came 
from the gentlemen of the Bar. Evi­
dently the judge was not very se­
rious, and merely wished to teach a 
lntrçpn. And he has done so, for we 
can readily conclude, from the inci­
dent, what ohaos in legal affairs 
would exist were creed and race 
questions to be made the sole basis 
of judicial appointments.

Our correspondent " Crux" deals, 
in a general way, with this ques­
tion In our present issue, and we 
would advise our1 readers to careful­
ly peruse his calm and logical expo­
sition of the subject. We had in­
tended, and wt still intend, to study 
the situation fully, and from offi­
cial data, in order to place before 
our readers the exact proportions of 
the different national representa­
tions’ on the Bench. We are confi­
dent that when exact statistics are 
to hand, it will be found that Eng­
lish-speaking Catholics — including 
Scotch, Irish and others—very near­
ly equal the numbers of the English- 
speaking Protestants in our city. If 
s«». we stand far below them in re­
presentation on the Bench. Of 
course, we include all courts, from 
the Police Magistrates and the Rec­
orders up. But without the figures, 
which we have not yet had time to 
gather, it would be simply beating 
the wind to enter upon any serious 
discussion of the subject.

At all events Judge Wurtcle re­
tains his place; Judge Langelier re­
mains where he is; and the Protest­
ant section of the Bar may continue 
in peace of -mind to look upon Judge 
Cross’ successor as their represent­
ative. However, when next a judi­
cial vacancy occurs, or is likely to 
occur, they may find that they, have 
set an unwholesome example that 
others may follow.
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direction. There is no doubt that if 
the Irishman is easily affected by 
sorrow he is equally prompt in hie 
joyouenese of soul. Hè may be de­
pressed beyond human endurance, 
but let the burthen be lifted, even 
to the slightest extent, and he will 
spring up full of hope and confi-
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EPIDEMIC CAUSES.—In this is­
sue our Curbstone Observer ad­
vance» certain reasons why small­
pox and like plagues infest our cit­
ies more in winter time than in 
summer. Without interfering with 
our correspondent's statement we 
might say 'that since his contribu­
tion has come in the mem- 
hors of the Health Board of 
Philadelphia have given the results 
of their study of this same

I by them 
e virus as it 
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THE JUDGESHIP QUESTION. — 
The little tempest that was raised 
by the "English-speaking’' — that 
Is to say. Protestant members of 
the Bar, In, regard to the appoint­
ment of a successor to Judge Wur- 
tele, on the King's Bench, has blown 
over without causing much damage 
to any person. The only fruit of the 
shdden movement will be the estab­
lishment for all time to come of the 
real sentiment in such matters that 
nur English-speaking Protestant 
iriends entertain. The whole affair 
ossumes a somewhat humorous as- 
[iect, when m- reflect thatt aftir 
the loud protestations made, 
strong delegation sent to ' 0- 
and the representations broughi 
fore the Government, it 
that Hon. Mr. Justice Wortele 
no -intention of resigning, 
quently no vacancy |s likely 
place oh the King's 
in the near future. Ho 
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the lesson that it Reaches 
bejorgottee '

may (have been a 
in Hi

-Jh
the

LOSS AND GAIN.—The Vienna 
correspondent of the London 
“Times" makes strong efforts to im­
press the readers of that old-time 
♦ThundererV. that Protestantism is 
making great headway in Austria. 
There is such a mixture of politics 
and religion in his statement of the 
situation that it is very hard to 
distinguish what are the rfcal activ­
ating motives of some (Catholics 
who have fallen in with the "Los 
von Rom" movement. It would ap­
pear, however, while a few of these 
joined the old Catholics, others did 
not actually abandon their faith, 
but only allowed their political in­
terests to overshadow their reli­
gious principles. While so much is 
so sought to be made of the occa­
sional lors s sustained by the Church 
in some Catholic countries, we find 
Cardinal Vaughan telling the Cath­
olic Society of England about the 
marked and rapid advancement ■ of 
Catholicity in England.

A short time ago the Cardinal ask­
ed the priests of his diocese to pre­
pare a statement detailing the con­
versions that have been made dur­
ing the past year. To his surprise, 
he found that the number had in­
creased relatively to the previous 
year by three hundred. Fifteen hun­
dred converts, à large proportion 
from the educated classes, was the 
gratifying record. The Cardinal 
drew from the situation of to-day 
the inference that the future of 
Catholicity in England is assured. 
He then counselled the use of argu­
ment, calmly presented, rather than 
vituperation and rhetoric.

Thus we have the lose and the 
gain sidee presented at the same 
time. The difference, however, is 
that the losses are not the positive, 
while the gains are rather underes­
timated than otherwise. It would 
require a vast amount of perversions 
to shake the Catholic spirit of Aus­
tria. In England, on the other 
hand, the situation of the Church 
t»»-day stands out in such marked 
contrast .with that oi a century ago, 
that every conversion means a gain 
that must produce a very pronounc­
ed effect upon the future of 
city in that land. Then, . 

of the losses, we find 
element mixed 
one that it is 

to which should 
off. In the

He can draw consolation from the 
very bottom of misfortune.

One of the best illustrations of 
this fine spirit amongst the Irish 
people we found in a paragraph con­
tained in an article from an Eng­
lish contemporary. It runs thus

"Whilst regretting the depletion 
of Ireland’s population, painful 
though it is it can at least be said 
that other countries are the richer 
for it. The proportion of Catholics 
in England and Scotland who are 
Irish or of Irish descent is unques­
tionably large, and if the Church tù- 
dfty in Great Britain and in the 
United States is flourishing, its suc­
cess is in1 great measure due to the 
influx into theqa of an Irish popula­
tion. In the great American Repub­
lic. in Australia, in Canada, in 
South Africa, her clergy are en­
throned in ' the Bishops’ Sees or are 
occupied in the parishes, her daugh­
ters help to fill the convents, her 
men and women to swell the con­
gregations of the churches. They 
have laid foundations by means of 
which new generations can take the 
leud in religious and educational 
work.'

Thus it is that the perpetual hope­
fulness of the race budys it up in 
all trials, even as it had kept it 
from annihilation during the long 
centuries of persecution that Cath­
olic Trebuid experienced. If the Irish­
man, thanks to the methods of Gov­
ernment, fails to make a success of 
life in his own land, he is sure, on 
en,ierating, to become a pillar of 
the state in the land of his adop­
tion. If he can do no good at home, 
then he will do it abroad, if he 

.quits a home of desolation, he builds 
up a home of comfort elsewhere. 
You cannot change his nature, even 
though seas divide him from his 
first love; he will go on to the end, 
full of expectations. Whenever a new 
Cloud darkens the horizon, he is the 
most prompt to detect the silver 
lining. It is exactly that spirit 
which has made it possible for the 
Irish race to survive.
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IMMIGRANT’S MEMORIAL.— We 
are obliged to defer publication of 
the report of the proceedings of the 
meeting of the delegates of our Irish 
national societies and our five par­
ishes, held the other day, as we 
could not obtain the official report 
in time for this issue. Next week we 
wiJ give a full and exact account of 
what transpired at the meeting • as 
well as the result of the interview 
of tho deputation appointed by tho 
meeting, with the management of 
the Grand Trunk Railway.
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and they were dilapidated. In man,: 
Phtces parts of the sidewalks haJ 
been torn up. He also referred to 
the dumping of the city refuse 
Butler street, which was breathing disease In the ward. He called1 th. 
notice of the electors to the ques 
rjloa,°! ‘Sf °ve|'-taxa.uon ofq 
Gabriel Ward. In conclusion h. 
lulled upon the electors of St r, 
buel Word to assert their manhood 
on 1st of February nect, and elect 
an able and energetic man in th. 
person of Mr. Monahan.

The candidate. Mr. Mollah,» 
thanked the speakers for their kind 
words, and tile electors for their 
lerge attendance In such inclement 
weather, and promised that it (hev 
conferred upon him the honor o! re. 
presenting them In the City Council 
he .would do everything possible for 
the word. A vote of thanks was ex 
terded to the chairmen for prosll- 
ii'g, and the meeting closed with 
cheers for the candidate.

BY A SUBSCRlnF.lt.

1DLY1HILL, TH8 STOKES MAYOR.

OIVTO AFFAIRS IN
ST. GABRIEL WARD.

A large and enthusiastic meeting 
of the electors of St. Gabriel Ward 
was held last Monday evening in the 
interest of Mr. P. Monaheic, candi 
date for Scat No. 2, in opposition 
to Aid. Turner. Mr John Quinlan 
and Mr. Adolphe Serie acted as 
joint chairmen. Mr. Quinlan in in­
troducing the candidate, dwelt upon 
his fitness for the position. He said 
he had known Mr. Monahan for 
mary years, and could vouch for his 
honesty, and assured the meeting 
that if he was elected St. Gabriel 
Ward would be proud of its young
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Nearly a month ago Denis Mulvi- 
bill was elected Mayor of Bridge­
port, Conn., because the people be­
lieved he was honest. For twenty- 
eight years, ever since he came from 
Ireland, he was coal shoveler in the 
Wheeler & Wilson sewing machine 
factory. Every morning during 
those years he went to the factory 
at 4.80 o’clock to start the lires, 
and worked until 6 every night. His 
wages were never more than two 
dollars and a half a day; but he 
supported his family and saved mo­
ney, which lie invested in building 
Jots and cottages. About six years 
ago he was elected alderman and 
served the city without pay. As al­
derman he became known as the 
"watch dog of the treasury; " lie 
was independent of wrong influence, 
and continuously opposed every 
scheme that tended toward unneces­
sary expenditure of city funds. The 
result was that he gained the re­
spect and confidence of the people, 
and, although a Democrat, the Re­
publican city elected him mayor by 
a majority of 3,000. Since his elec­
tion he has shown the people that 
they have made no mistake. One of 
his first official acts was to block 
the plans for the erection of a new 
city hall. ; ‘We can fix up the old 
building so that it will last for an­
other ten years at least. It is an 
injustice to the taxpayers," he said. 
"I would not have a house built for 
myself if I had to borrow all the 
money, and F shall apply Che same 
principle to the expenditure of the 
city’s funds." This is the kind of a 
man the American people want to­
day; and the kind of a man who 
must necessarily succeed. Competi­
tion has become so sharp, ability 
in so much needed, and the difficulty 
of acquiring a comfortable mainten­
ance has become so great, that suc­
cess can only be attained by the 
man who is strong-minded, inde­
pendent, honest,rwho sees clearly 
the way he is going, and who has 
the force of character that will make 
him go ahead and do what he thinks 
is right. To succeed in life there 
cannot be hesitation any mere 
There are too many ready to take a 
man's place if he slips. Tho qual­
ities of strength of character, of 
sincerity and of honesty are the 
qualities, too, that attract and that 
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