ie that which belongs to the Church.
Hence it is that the Midnight Mass,
the celebration of three Masses, and
the other exceptional devotions that
belong, in a most unique manner to
Christmas, give evidence of the un-
usual fervor with which the Church
of Christ commemorates that spe-
cial event. Consequently while wish-
ing to all, in the language of the
world, a merry Christmas, it is ap-
propriate, especially for ‘a Catholic
organ, to add thereto a Holy
Blessed Christmas.

When we thus extend our greeting
to our subscribers, and all our
friends, we do so with feelings that
are somewhat intensified by the fact
that we address hundreds of fellow-
countrymen and co-religionists whom
we have never personally met, with
whom we have never exchanged
word, whose hands we have
grasped. Yet during all _the
dong months that they have taken
‘and read our paper, we have held
amost intimate and soul to soul com-
munion with them.- Our sentiments,
our ideas, our thoughts, our long-
ings, our hopes, our fears, our joys
and our sorrows we have rocorded
in these columns, and they,
readers, have all participated in our
every feeling, have drank in our
every . expression, and our spirits
have consequently roamed in fond
companionship over the realins of
thought, through the domain of pa-
triotism, along the pathway of reli-
gion. A fellow-feeling has thus
been created that is all the more in-
tense that none of the differences
which will ever creep in where
friendship exists, have had an op-
portunity of marring that ideal har-
iuony. Hence it is that in wishing
f merry Christmas to our readers,

-/ #ve are in spirit greeting them indi-
vidually as old acquaintances and
‘as tried and cherished friends.

. There are some to whom, on ac-
nt of circumstances, ' the word

erty might sound less appropriaté
word happy. . There are
es in which it is. not
that ordindry Christ-
should  reign, for
t chairs at the fire-
s around  the
“To

and

a
never
many

our

to/be perpetuated in the nomencla-
tire of the establishinents of
wealth and strength that adorn our
city; in the person of the ever ven-
erable lady whose life-work consist-
ed in one grand display of the pro-
foundest charity, do we find a name
that should be preserved in our pub-
lic places,- especially in the region
that has been consecrated for all
time by her actual labors. Activity
we are told is the order of the day
and it is the grand characteristic of
our great commercial institutions,
Judge Routhier, referring to Mere.
D’Youville, says : “That which is
most remarkable in the Venerable
Mother D'Youville, is the activity
of her charity Her love was not of
the contemplative, but rather of the
active order. The actions of her
private life are manifested in: her
public works, and she practised all

the pious industriousness of char-
ity.”” No more appropriate name
could have been seclected for that

square,the surroundings of wliichwil!
ever be remembered as the scene of
her first labors in a cause that be-
lengs in a special manner to Chris-
tianity, and the theatre of 'those
pioneer efforts the results of which
to-day are to be found in the stu-
pendous work of the cémmunity
which calls her’ Mother. Politics
change, commerce changes, = Parlin-
ments come’'and go, industrial firms
ale formed and are broken, public,
edifices are erected and destroyed,
great warehouses are constructed,
occupied and abandoned; but Chris-
tian charity never’changes, the com-
munity founded on that spirit ,is
purpetual, the faith that inspired
such early missionaries of love is
ilnmutable, the life and sfiame of the
venerable nun have passed into his-
tory. It is, ';'hqrelore. & generous,
o grateful, a gracious and an ap-
propriate act to have marked that
sfuare with the cherished name of
I’Youville, ¢ ;

EPIDEMIC CAUSES.—In this is-
sue our  Ourbstone  Observer ad-
vances certain reasons why  small-
pox aud like plagues infest our cit-
ies more in winter time than in
summer. Without —interforing with:
ur Eorr”pq"udﬁfnt’i nt

that race and creed issues play no
part in municipal contests in Dos-
ton. Tt is®evident that the Irish
Catholics go in with all other sec-
Lions on equal footing to attend to
the civic interests, and in the gen-
eral * emulation their talents
their qualifications bring
the surface. Were the same
the course taken by all sec-
ticns of the people  here,
similar results would follow, and we
would - have no need of tacit or
other agreements to.win our way to
the front.

and
them to
to be

MARONI'S SPARK.—Edison says
that he does not believe in Maroni’s
wireless telegraphy, especinlly across
the Atlantic. Only a few years ago
no person would have put faith in
any one of Edison's inventions. The
Anglo-American Cable €ompany,
that holds the monopoly of tele-
graphic rights: in Newfoundland,
Scems to believe in him, since it has
applied for a writ of injunction to
Prevent “the inventor sending de-
spatches “through the air, from
Signal Hill, St. John’s, to the Liz
ard station, off the coast of Corn-
wall, in England. No sooner had he
received a message, consisting of
the letter ‘‘S’’ .  repeated twenty
times, from England, than action
was taken to oblige him to pull up
his stakes and get out of Newfound-
land with his apparatus. 'The fact
remains, however, that his system
has  transmitied a message 1,800
milés over the ocean. :

THE JUDGESHIP QUESTION. —
T'he little tempest that was raised
by the ‘“‘English-speaking’” — that
is to say, Protestant members
the Bar, in regard to the appoint-
ment of a Successor to Judge Wur-

over without causing much damage
to any person. The only fruit ol)li( i
sfidden movement will be the
lishment for all time to come
real sentiment in such matter
our  English-speaking ' = Pro
triends entertain.

tele, on the King’s Bench, has blowa :

/| time. The difference,

cial vacancy occurs, or is likely to
occur, they may find that they have
set an unwholesome example that
cilkers may fcllow.

1.0SS AND
corraspondent

GAIN.—The Vienna
of the London
““Times’” makes strong eflorts to im-
press the readers of that old-time
*'Thunderer't that Protestantism is
making great headway in Austria.
There is such a mixture of politice
and religion in his statement of the
Situation that it is very hard to
distinguish what are the real actu-
ating motives of 'some (‘Catholics
who have fallen in with the ‘“Ios
von Rom” movement. It would ap-
pear, however, while a few of these
joined the old Catholies, others did
nut actually abandon their faith,
but only allowed their political in-
terests to overshadow their reli-
gious principles. While 8o much is
80 sought to be made of the occa-
sional loss s sustained by the Church
in some Catholic countries, we find
Curdinal Vaughan telling the Cath-
olic Society of England about the
marked and rapid advancement. of
Catholicity in England.

A short time ago the Cardinal ask-
ed the priests of his diecese to pre-
pare a statement detailing.the con-
versions that have been made dur-
ing the past year, To his' surprise,
he found that the number had in-
creased relatively to the previous
¥ear by ithree hundred. Fifteen hun-
dred converts, a large proportioh
from the educated classes, was the
gratifying recond. The Cardinal
drew from the situation of to-day
the inference that the future of
CQatholicity in England is  assured.
e then counselled the use of argu-
went, calmly presented, rather than
vituperation and rhetoric.

Thus .we have the loss and the
gain sides presented at the same
however, 'is
that the losses are not the positive,
while the gains are rather under-es-
timated than otherwise, It would
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olic Treland experienced. If the Irish-
man, thanks to the methods of Gov-
ernment, fails to make a success of
life in his own land, he is sure, on
enderating, to ‘become a pillar of
the state in the land of his adop-
tion. If he can do no good at home,
then he will do it abroad, if he
squits a home of desolation, he builds
up a home of comfort elsewhere.
You cannot change his nature, even
though seas divide him from his
first Jove; he will go on to the end,
full of expectations. Whenever a new
¢loud darkens.the horizon, he is the
most prompt to detect .the silver
lining. It is exactly that spirit
which ‘has made it possible for the

BY A SUBSCRIBER.
———

NOLYIHILL, THE STOKER MAYOR.

Nearly a month ago Denis Mulvi-
hill was elected Mayor of Bridge-
port, Conn., because the people be-
lieved he was honest. For twenty-
cight years, ever since he came from
Ireland, he was coal shoveler in the
Wheeler & Wilson sewing machine
factory. Every morning  during
those years he went to the factory
at 4.80 o’clock to start the fires,
and worked until 6 every night. His
wages were never more than two
dollars and a half a day; but he
supported his family and saved mo-
ey, which he invested in building
ots and cottages. About six years

Irish race to survive. ago he was elected alderman and
served the city without pay. As al-

IMMIGRANT'S MEMORIAL.— We | derman he became known as the
“‘watch dog of the treasury;’’ he

are obliged to defer publication of
the report of the proceedings of the
neeting of the delegates of our Irish
national societies and our five par-
ishes, held the other day, as we
could not .obtain the official report
in time for this issue. Next week we
wid give a full and exact account of
what transpired at the meeting © as
well as the result of the interview
of the deputdtion appointed by the
mveting, with the management = of
the Grand Trunk Railway.

was independent of wrong influence,
and  continuously opposed every
scheme that tended toward unneces-
sary expenditure of city funds. The
result ‘was that he gained the re-
spect and confidence of the people,
and, ' although a Democrat, the Re-
publican city elected him mayor by
a majority of 8,000.  Since his elec-
tion he has shown the people that
they have made no mistake, One of
his_first officiul acts was  to block
the plans for the erection of a new
city hall.' ;‘We can fix up the old
building so that it will last for an-
other ten years at least. It is an
injustice to the taxpayers,’”’ he said.
*I would not, have a house built for
myself if I had to borrow all the
money, and ¥shall apply the same
principle to the expenditure of the
city's funds.” . Thig is the kind of a
man the American people want to-
day; and the kind of a man who
must ily Competi-
tion has become. so sharp, ability
is 8o much needed, and the difficulty
| of acquiring a comfortable mainten-
become & gat, that suc-

OIVIC AFFAIRS IN =
ST. GABRIEL, WARD.

B

A large and enthusiastic meeting
of the electors of St. Gabriel Ward
was held last Monday evening in the
interest of Mr. P. Monahgn, candi-
date for Secat No in. oppot
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