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FARMER’S ADVOCATE.100
Robinson r. marked that the control cf a ware- ^îm’i.^coptibl^effect!
house would he Of great advantage, it • .g jHe U) t|,e f ,cl ihat the northern slope
ronld store grain and take receipts tor -t c0,.ier or ofrener in the shade, and has
upon those r-ç ipt» get a11 the| M|Z alld moisture, and a larger amount of, partially de-
'ceded for pavn g taxes and other . cayej vegetation, to aid in the promotion of
'hus take the advantage "f any n , tl e uihse chemical changes to which we have al-
mirket. Another sneak-r pointed our,, e
louhle character the farmer S"\,,'VS- , , ' r certain that it does not matter so
Merchant as well as produc r. I is . I m 1C,, wl.at may he the nature of the s, il to
or the disposal "f Ins wares tha e V • wk vi, we aoplv plaster, as external agencies 

- uls. Almost any nvm o 'ort.ii- y mincipally cuictrncd in fitting it for plant
tense can r >ve fair cops, but w lien ne s- >
intomarkatasa trader among men w ma \\ h'le the question as to how planter acts
'hat department a s-enal stu- >. - p 0is,sas a fe tilizer cannot be regaided
reams heavy odds The margin of «.dinar n ^ d >>t v(l , aVH c,rla n facts to
.rofits Oftentimes hes in a cent or a half-c ^ ^ ;ipp,k.ali „ w),ich are of the
n the pound, or a few cens COnld h ghest imp a tance. Willi wlmt we know,
The farmers hv prnper n?a ‘W,V1S ],, lt.^vonld be al smd for a farmer to apply the
teenre great advan ag s h k ‘of tei agent to a dy silicons plain, or to a lot, ini-
fe 'fr^r tlmrVe.icrr farmers. ;mve i bed lull ; and a so it would he unwise
^ nrreure a chaVerlneorporstin- the Do,,-.- o sow upon a in,ad w which is covend by 

I is County Farmers’ Co opera'ive Union with vatei six mon is m >e j < •
00" er to do a gener-1 mercantile, for varding. R must also he observed that the reason lias 
md commission business, and to contract for much to - o with the effets , f plaster.— 
the doing of the same with other parties in the During the past three or four seasons of ex- 
interest of farmers.” t-eme drouth, its arphcation has notably

î i ed upon almost all fields, tut as soon as 
,ve have contii ued moisture through the 
summer months, it .will manifest its influence 

Prof James 11 Johnson, of Scotland, say- I l)]in vegetal on.
‘hat half the saline matter of the blood f7f>_PÇ 
cent.) consists rf common salt, and as this is 
nartlv dissolved every day through the skin 
md kidneys, the n'cecs:tv for continued sun- 
plies of it to the bealtliv body is sufficiently 
obvious. The bile also contains soda (one of 
the ingredients of salt) as a special and indi 
pensable constituent, and so do all the car­
tilages of the hodv. Stint the supply of salt, , .. ,
and neither will the bile he able properly te l These suggestions we think may serve as an 
assist digestion, nor the cnr'ilares to Ve built imperfect, guide in applying a cheap and un­

it I pot tant, fertilizing agent to our fields, also serve 
o show that we are not eniie'y in the dark
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HOW TO MAKE HAY CAPS.
Hay-caps consist of firm cotton-clot! 

or sheeting, about six feet square, having 
the raw edges hemmed and an eyelet hob 
near each corner, through which woo,lei 
pins are thrust into the hav to hold the cat 
in its place ou the hay-cock during stormy 
weather.. The most economical way o' 
making a number of them is to procur, 
sheetini* about two yards in width, and hen 
the edges with a sewing machine, aftei 
which turn over each corner about thro, 
inches, and sew the edges down tightly 
with strong thread. Near each corner mak, 
a circular seam or two, about three-fourtln 
of an inch in diameter, for the pin poles 
[f the sewing is done with a machine, i> 
will be well to make two seams close to 
gether, after which thrust a ho ikin througl 
and make half an inch in diameter for tin 
pins. To.render the cloth i m pervious to water 
let it soak in warm coal tar for a few 
minutes, after which wring it as nearb 
dry as may be practicable. The cans wil' 
then be fit fer use. Coal tar is preferable 
to paint or oil, as a coat of paint will 

der the cloth heavy and stiff, and oil 
would damage the strength, and will not 
render the caps so durable as coal tar. 
More than this, oil or paint will be found 
much more expensive than tar. If the 
tar be applied as directed, it will dry 
readily, and will not leave the cloth sr 
stiff as paint. Four wooden pins will 
be required for each cap. Each pin should 
have a head about one inch long. If the 
pins be soaked in oil it will render them 
durable.

THE WHEAT MIDGE.
The Rev. C.J. S. Beth une, in a most inter­

esting and valuable article on “ Insects 
Affecting the Wheat Crops,” having spok­
en of the introduction into this country 
of the midge and its destructive power, 
speaks ot the remedies:—

1. The Natural Remedies.—There are 
three parasites which seem to have been 
ordained by the Author of the universe to 
limit the depredations of the wheat midge, 
and they so effectually execute their 
mission, that it has often happened, a 
year or two after the midges were in ex­
cess, not a specimen could be found. * * * 
The only other natural remedy for this 
pernicious insect, that we are aware of, is 
the beautiful yellowbird, or goldfinch, that 
is so common throughout this province. 
We have long regarded this sprightly 
creature as a special friend of the farmer 
from its habit of devouring the seeds of 
thistles, and other annoying weeds: but 
we learn from Dr. Fitch that it deserves 
additional commendation from its being 
also a destroyer of the wheat midge. * * *

2. Artificial Remedies.—Though we are 
so deficient in natural remedies for the de­
vastation of the wheat midge, there is no 
doubt that much can be and has been 
done by the farmers themselves. These 

thods of reducing 
are now so familiar to all our intelligent 
agriculturists, and are so simple in them­
selves, that we may be excused for dwelling 
but briefly on them. (1) Be careful to 
bum all the screenings of the wheat after 
it has passed through the fanning mill; 
these, when the midge is prevalent, often 
contain thousands of the yellow larvæ, 
which will live through the winter, and 
produce flies for another crop, if not then 
destroyed. (2) Plough deeply in the fall 
any field that has been attacked by the 
midge during the previous summer, and 
take care to occupy it with some totally 
different crop during the following year. 
(3) When the midge is in the neighbor­
hood, sow only the improved “ raidie 
proof" varieties of wheat. (4) If spring 
wheat, sow as late as is consistent with 
safety, in order tfiat the plant may not come 
into blossom until after the midge’s period of 
active operation is over. (5) Iffallwheat,sow- 
early, in order to anticipate the appearance 
ot the midge. (6) Avoid sowing upon low, 
damp ground, as it especially favors the 
midge. (7) Thoroughly prepare and culti­
vate the ground, in order that you may 
obtain as strong and healthy a growth as 
possible. After all this lias been done.weadd 
(a) put your trust in Providence. As we 
may be at any time afflicted with another 
visitation of this scourge, though probably 
not for some few years now, remember— 
when it.does threaten—that there is much 
truth in the old adage, “ An ounce of pre­
vention is better that a pound of cure.”
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WHY ANIMALS KEEP SALT.ren

Planter mny he app’ied with confidence to 
pastures and fields which are strong <nough 
and moist enough to sustain a growth of dc- 
■idnotis trees. Pine lands are n-t usually 
■enefited by it. A hil side where moss will 

grow so as t" crowd out grasses is usually 
p omptly benefited by plaster, and the white 
clover conies in at once.

the insects’ ravagesme I

».
up again as fast as thev natiualiv waste.
free acoess°to itThaiT to^ give ' it occafior alh | respecting one of the most obscure problems 

ee ■ ooi ected with husbandry.—Boston Journal

Haycaps will be found useful and valu­
able for protecting all kinds of cereal grain
and stocks of Indian corn in autumn, as . «
well as for turning the rain from hay after ™ ^’'thevneed. if allow'd to do so at | «/ Chemistry. 
ijhas been gathered m eoe.ks. In autumn D,easure_ otherwise when they become salt'
the stalks of Indian corn are bound in hungry, they may tnke more 1 lian ia wholes Wrv, , the best wheat region.
bundles, set m round shocks, and a cap fT • i . • ,1 „ t> i,
drawn over each shock, except when the [In insular countries as • . ' We sometimes compare our farming with
weather is fair. By employing caps the ^sles, the salt necessary for stock i , a ],e English, and because we do not raise near 
corn can be kept in shocks until the treat measure, supplied by natural means t|ie averaffe per acre uf wlv at that, the English 
leaves and stems are thoroughly cured, and The great evaporation tom tie seas a , ■ lo, often lament the condition of our agrictil-
the fodder will be green and fragrant, and «P. w!th tll(iwater ailRa,n'° J1”1’ aP «« ; and » the >>',rthcn ,of a TT 
twiceas valuable as if it had been exposed this descends upon the earth In such whose knowledge seld.mi exte. ds bejend tlm
to the influence of the autumnal storms and places it serves as part of t e on' “ .'7' 'tv, t ,nie when Americans will so
sunshine Verv few farmers have movid ««tation, thus becoming imperceptibly n the time is to come when Americans will so 
sunsnme. very iew iarraers nave piovi i ,.omnn]lcn(. Tiart nf the food of cattle and iv derAand scientific principles as to produce
ed haycaps, as they do not fully appreciate much of it is taken by them off vheat, ace per acre with the best English
the value'ot such appliances, especially L tn . „h„nrhr(, ami. But < verv countr/h >s a peculiar climate
of protecting wheat from storms. Almost the earth ■ ef. re it tim , a ‘ ofits mvn which fivers certain , rotuc h-ns,
every farmer loses enough during havin' by the plants. Lung oft t. , . I u,d thrscc'imafic conditions «re b- yond liumsn
and harvest to cancel the entire expense ( f po^t of Ireland t.heie is a g.oup of i « cmtr >l : no scientific princip es will ever sup- 
a supply of caps.— .V. Y. Times. islands, the Flaskets : tnev are the l y them and no km-el dge we may

westerly land of Europe, nothing Iving he- p;ss(sg. wi 1 ever enable us t> i aise wheat to 
tween them and the western world but the ttle sanie wejg|,t per acre as the English can. 
great Atlantic. They arc often washed bv xiIP wheat plant, to come to its greatest per- 
tli» salt spray of the great opnnn, lienee I f -ction. requires not only a certain quantity 
the grass is continually salty. The couse f heat, but that heat should he extended 
q lienee is that the mutton of the Blasket I "er a certain time. Our wheat is rirc in July, 
sheep, flocks of these animals being cop- Die English harvest in June. Our summer 
tinually pastured on them, has a peculiar heats ccme suddenly in May, and the p an 
richness and delicacy of flavor not to be '“*>res Jvhwe n ™gradiiTl'^ring'ed
equalled by that fed in tac richest pas- j,, land jllst sui( ard th- se conditions we 
lures of any other place. J | ,]ia|| never possess. As to these frequent com­

parisons of English farming will ourson ac­
count of the wheat crop, it would he as rational 
ti expect Enel sli f. riners to decry their agri­
culture because they cm not grow Indian corn 
.as we’l as we can.
dv,lutages, and we si-all see en oui b tn be 

-mud of without envying other countries.— 
Weekly Tress.
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A cTEXAS FARMERS ON STRIKE.

Nearly 200 farmers and farmers’ wives lately 
met at Clinton, Douglas county, Kansas, t- 
discuss “the commercial element in agricul­
ture.” Thirteen resolutions .were adopted, 
and numerous speeches made which are n- 
ported in the Republican Journal of Laurence.
It was contended that “the fundamental inter­
est” now lies prostrate, contending with other 
labor and professions at odds of from two to 
ten against it ; that farmers are under the hu- 

We have heretofore frequently urged the mdiating neccssi y of submitting to the unju-t 
importance of mixed farming *s being more The exact way in which gypsum produces
thai^runniog aiiyespecialtyP^upoii°th™lfiarnL^ * Accumulate ; that if this sort of thing continues
Everyday convinces us more and more that this ” m^UW^'andlnahy tha S i‘ . wh ch occîr wh“ | ’
is the only prudent course to fo low. this ridiculous ScS^nd tt is brought in commet with soi’s are not of "

Medina county, UMo furnishes a good ex- |,at, united aud harmonious effort on the part a uniform or fix; d ch iractr r. Upon the c n- 
ample of the unprofiUbleneb* of tyiecial farnv 0f farmers might speedily extricate them from dit ons which exist, ns regan-s the presence d
tng. In 1866, this county had 17,130 head ot this gulling and absurd position. Thesugge - vegetable matter and moisture, depend the | the hay crop in the united states. 
cattle, and 261,616 baud of sheep; now it has tion was made that farmers should store grain changes tlu.t takeplacc. , . • n / r/ . Rnchefter
28.373 cattle, and only 51,,57 sheep. In IStifi ;n large warehouses of their own, instead of We have proved by actif'1 experiment, that ! f . 1 , TT’-, i cp.fpi,’
and for some years previously, wool commanded hastily parting with their crops to the oh- gypsum is ctpahle of absorbing ammonia from n'fH'S i°r the hay crop ol the U ‘ ■ 
good prices, and too many farmirs rushed into noxious middleman. This would enab'e them the air and also fr nu decompo-ing vegetable We make the following extinct liom 
the sheep business. After that date wool de- follow the wise practice of other producers, mutter, being tl.eiel y ch u gi d into hydmsiil- lust issue : L he farmers of this buite,
dined in price, and farmers turned their at- md in the event of a plenteous season, or of a phiile of amnion urn ; and this ngam n av he lo 'king at their meadows either new nr old, 
tention to cattle, ai oneriug better induce- lecreasing demand, hold their wares until the chang'd lot ■ curl on it>- of au iiio il.i by at sorb- may conclmle that the hay crop "’ill J>0 
ments than sheep. Now wool lias advanced market is restored. Thus the surplus of one tion of carbonic arid and t1 e air. Tins-’ sli ivt—much below an 
materially, and cattle nave declined; and to year wou|d provide for the contingencies of change- t ike p’ace when gypsum is bnm. ht earth is dry; only a fexv passing showers 
the extent that the farmers ot Medina ex- the next, ana the results of a short crop or of in cont'ct, with m i ture ami vegetuhle mat- have ns vet moistened the surface during 
changed sheep for cattle, to that extent are i large overcrop would be neutralized. It was | ter. Whatever "tlier decomivsiriors mav the whole Sprint and the springs, wells, 
tiiey losers. stated that if 2000 farmers united in a co- i take place under different circumstances ibis alld strcam, remain low ' Ties” state of

We do not urge that sheep are more profit- operative union, they could obain the best of maybe regarded as the most important, as -nffih-a ;= nmeibrnt thrmicrlmut the chief
able than cattle, but believe rather the con- 'erms. For example, a grocery man in Laurence from it plants are supplied with food of the i r 18 ‘ _
trary, if either of them is kept as a specialty had already offered, if 100.000 dollars trade highest value. i ™-V vroriu.-tritr regions ot the r0l,alrJ
What we do believe is that the farmers of that were given him, to do it at a profit of only six From tl ese ascertained fic's we shoo'd in- : ^ew York, N«w Eivlaml and iaR
or any other county should so divide their percent.; if 200 OOo dollars, at five per cent, fer that plaster mu-t prove highly serviceable tions ot the West. There is no chance ioi
s nek and products as to lie readv to recs vo A firm had offered to furnish clothing at a to moist, mossy hills, and also to meadows not a tolerable hay crop, and coming aUT such

benefit < of a rise in the pnrket; and it reduction of from 40 to SO per cent, on the too wet, and this has proved correct so for as » season of scarcity as t liât rust, this proe-
rarely or never kappa*»! tha'kit?cU ot present price». ” Parties had agreed to handle our observations extend. Often we h&vn pevt is somewhfifc ftlstrpamg. It will
^4 crops mU be below u«,—^ gndu far * Wm? Qawv» • ftmwà Übst à» Mtlk «4e n * JMijr. W$8 b« 4o fi» tb* item* te «wpB -0m wW*
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■ c MIXED HUSBANDRY.

I HOW GYPSUM ACTS UPON SOILS.
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