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DEVENIHII.

' I win» year* *lnoo I hml lionril tlro iiatni', 
Wlmn, aiwn In print, lii'furn my oyiw, 
UmmiIiI KhiiiiiI Towit acotiifil lu rl*«, 
Wllli Hlli'iil worn nf noisy l'imin.

Our lllllo ImihI, llkn wnlor hlril 
Touoli«>* llio *1111 liiko, liroa*» lu l»ri'»*l ; 
No miiiiiiI illstiirlm Uni «olouiii rimt 
Hbvo kl*» ol" «litr «nul wIiI*|ht<'<I woril

AU naliiro woiir* n plurid sinllo 
(If golil, ami liluo, ami lomlor grvvn, 
Ami In Uni «l'Iling nf llm *00110 
Llo», llkn a gum, Urn Holy l*|o.

IIiihIimI I» llio music of llm onr,
A lllllo liaml I* iilavoil In inlnv;

My liluoil nui* wllilly, a* wllli wlno 
Woeinml lugi'llior on tlivwlioro.

11 ImyIhIi ilny* ! 11 hoyl*li linart '
In vain I wl*li you hack again'
O Imy lull Ihni'y'* ||r*l, «wool Jialll,
How glorlou*, allor all, limn ml '

Tlio 0I1I Itouml Tower, tin* rulr:oi| wall*, 
Wlioromoiilirrlng Imno* om mil In prayor. 
Tiro l.alln logoml, wlmllng *lalr,
TIivho any “tourlfll'a book" rooall*.

Ilnl oh! tlio lovo, llio wild «■••light,
Tiro «wool comanco of long-ago.
All llio*o havn vanl*hoil, a* tlio glow 
Of ovun llaino 1II0* out at night.

•Ion 1» IIkaiik

K88AYH ON MODERN ENGLISH LITERATURE.

No. 2.—Brownino.

Every general ion lins ils representative poet—a poet that is, wlm may or may 
not be the greatest of his age, but who certainly more than any other, represents 
the leading s) s, aims and modes of thought of his own time. Dryden not
Milton was on the whole the poet who represented society in the time of Charles 
II. And what, Byron was to the last generation, Tennyson is to ours. Of such 
a jwet, it is difficult, for the men of his own age to form a dispassionate estimate. 
Our fathers were not able to see Byron's position ns a poet, or his relation to 
other great writers, as we can. And as Byronic poetry represented the passionate 
and turbulent effervescence which marked the rise of the Romantic School in 
European literature after the tirst wave of the French revolution, so the Tenny 
soninn poetry is « * * to the Vietorcan era ; to a time of great material pros
perity, of gigantic industrial progress, of peace, and steadily though calmly 
advancing liberalism, lie is the poet of “the steamship and the railway, and 
the thoughts that shako mankind.” He so fully represents the sympathies of 
our ago, his writings reflect so nearly our own aspirations and energies, that wc 
arc apt for that reason to take a disproportionate view of his greatness as a poet. 
The whole tide of English verse writing has settled as steadily in the Tcnnyso- 
aian direction, as it once did in the Byronic. Even “ poets of much original 
power are affected by it.” Alexander Smith, Matthew Arnold and Owen Mere
dith, all have the peculiar mannerism. In the structure of their verses, no less 
than in the expression and tone of thought, there is always a something, not 
exactly borrowed, but which wc feel would not have been, had not Locksley Ha
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