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CHRONICLES OF AN OLD- 
TIMER

The Theller Memoirs Continued— 
The Sentencing of -Mont
gomery and Other Convicted 
Prisoners—Theller’i Defence 
and Sentence — Had the 
Sympathy of the Populace.

Chicago, June 18, 19D4. 
Editor Catholic Register:

Following are some more ol the in
teresting Theller memoirs, reminding 
us of old Toronto days:

On the fourth day of my trial, the 
10th of April, Messrs, John Ander
son, John Montgomery, Gilbert F.

. Morden and myself were called out 
and escorted by a guard to the 
court house and placed together in 
the criminal box, to listen to the 
judgment of thie court. His Lord- 
ship first called up Mr. Montgomery, 
who, when asked why sentence of 
death should not be passed upon 
him, remarked that he had nothing 
to say other than to protest 
that he had not been allowed a fair 
trial; and to assert that if he had 
been thus favored he could have 
shown to the court by competent wit
nesses that the persons who had tes
tified against him had been hired for 
that purpose, and that they had com
mitted a base and wilful perjury. 
Mr. Anderson thought it extremely 

uhkrd that he should be treated with 
so much severity after being en
trapped by the proclamation of the 

-Governor, Sir Francis Bond Head— 
that he could have made his escape 
to the United States as well as oth
ers who a ad fled and reached there
in safety; but, replying implicitly on 
the* supposed honor of the Govern
ment, he had come voluntarily into 
to*n and delivered himself up in per
son to the governor; that the gov
ernor had accepted his delivery, but 
Kept him in waiting in the appart
ient until he had procured a guard, 
when he sent him to prison; that he^ 
neither pretended to plead anything ne *as., , d that at
in vindication of his conduct nor ,Js Jf

I reflected upon the verdict of the 
jury; but a moment more, and with 
the rich, musical voice of bU lord- 
ship, "a change came over my 
dream,” as the low, shrill sounds 
reached the ears of that silent 
crowd: “And you, Edwsrd Alexan
der Theller, what have you to say 
why sentence ol death should not be 
pronounced against you?” 1 advanc
ed to the front of the box and ad
dressed him as follows, poorly pre
pared, as the reader may well ima
gine, under such circumstances, lit
tle believing, cruel and vindictive as 
1 knew the British policy to be, that 
they would dare to teulure to this 
extent, in trampling under foot their 
own laws and -their solemn treaties 
in their own halls of justice:

“I suppose that anything I may 
have to say will not prevent you 
from passing the sentence which >ou 
have already tuepaiedv and although 
your questnaF is parti of the usual 
prescribed form, and mowever fruit
less any remarks from me may ap
pear at this moment, standing in 
the peculiar positidn in which I am 
placed, I will not let pass the oppor
tunity, without answering you, Ij 
solemnly protesting against the jur
isdiction of this court to try me, and 
against the unjust, tyrannical, and 
barbarous law under which 1 have 
been tried, and conditionally found 
guilty.

“It well may be called unjust, ty
rannical and barbarous; a relic of 
your oldentime—of baronial and feu
dal legislation—a law made six hun
dred years ago, before England had 
a colony, and when her sway was 
confined to her own island. XA law 
totally unfit for the present day and 
differing as much from the spirit of 
your present laws, as the feelings, 
minds and pursuits of that day dif
fer from tluise of this day.

It is a law, my lord, which 
would deprive you, and every other 
person of this numerous assembly, 
front emigrating to any country 
whVre reasons particular or pecun
iary might point out, and bind you 
to the country, where by the chance- 
medley of circumstances you were 
born in fetters as strong as those 
that bound the Saxon serf to till the 
farm of the Thane, whose born
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deny that he had taken up arms; but 
that he thought If, as stated by Sir 
Francis in the proclamation, that the 
principles of monarchy were honor, 
it was a disgraceful affair to entrap 
a man as he had been and, when in 
their power, visit him with the sever
est penalties of the law.

« « *

f Mr. Morden argued pretty much 
in the syne words, when the three 
were called upon by name to listen 
to their sentence. The judge, aju- 
dresslng Montgomery, said that the 
jury had recommended him to mercy; 
which recommendation he would lay 
before the governor and his council; 
and he thought it would be consider
ed attentively; but that he, Mont
gomery, had been always known as 
a bitter opponent of Her Majesty’s 
government; that by his wealth and 
influence, he ought to have sustained 
the government, not aided those wick
ed and designing men who attempted 
its overthrow. To Mr. Anderson tie 
explained the manner in which he 
had lived undJr the Government; 
that lie had become wealthy, but was 
always found in the ranks of those 
troubling the Government for reform, 
vindicating the Governor in his man
ner of treating him, and concluded 
by saying that he need not expect 
any mercy. The judge recapitulated 
the evidence against him, and said 
that, not satisfied with the very ac
tive part he had taken in the late 
“wilful and unnatural rebellion," hé 
had induced others to solicit aid 
from a foreign power, and invite 
over the brigands of that country to 
aid the discontented to overturn and 
subvert Her Majesty’s Government in 
those provinces; that even a letter 
had been found in his possession to 
that effect, which he was to carry 
over to the United States for such 
purpose; but that a wise and benifi- 
ceBt Providence had overthrown his 
evil designs; that he was now about 
to meet the punishment due his “hei
nous offence”; and prayed earnestly 
that he should, by his repentance, 
prepare to meet his offended God.

Sentence was then pronounced upon 
those three gentlemen, and having 
been an attentive listener, and not 
being called up with them, I was in
duced to believe that some different 
fate awaited me, particularly when
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this advanced Ac of civilization such 
a law would be enforced—a preroga
tive which no other naftion holds over 
their born subjects; and one which 
every enlightened being in the world 
and particularly those residing in 
that independent republic of which 
I am a citizen, will, and ought to 
look upon with horror- and detesta
tion.

I protested on my trial against 
the jurisdiction of this court. That 
1 could not be found guilty ok trea
son, not being a subject of Great 
Britain, but a citizen of the United 
States; and that, If I had committed 
an offence, it was one against the law 
of nations, and that I could not be 
tried in this province, but in Eng
land, or the country of which I was 
a citizen.

It was admitted, my lord, by the 
court, “that I am a citizen *of the 
United States but not less a subject; 
no act of mine could make me ought 
else. That Great Britain could not, 
notwithstanding my citizenship, still 
hold me as a subject.” Such doc
trine certainly «places thp natural
ized citizens of the United States in 
a singular predicament; obliged as 
they arè to do military duty as well 
as the native born, without distinc
tion. In event of war, if they were 
ordered to invade the British domin
ions, by refusing they would be pun
ished by the one government, as for 
insubordination and cowardice; or, 
obeying, be punished by the others as 
traitors.

“A precedent was quoted by the 
Attornev-Oeneral in the case of Eneas 
McDonald, which somewhat resembled 
mine, as vour lordship remarked. He 
was found guilty also, but not exe
cuted; and this happened ninety-three 
years ago. Since that time what a 
change has taken place among the 
nations, as among men! More liber
al and extended views have been held 
both by the governors and the gov
erned; a new nation has sprung up 
from English colonists, with a popu
lation of upwards of seventeen mil
lions, one-fourth of whom are in the 
same situation as myself, having been 
born under a monarchy, but who 
have since become citizens of a 
free and independent republic, whose 
constitution was framed directly op
posite to the Ilw laid down by this 
court—“once a subject, always a sub-
jpC't1 1 *

“When tried, my lord, I laid my de
fence upon that ground. I did not 
call evidence to prove, as I might 
have done, that when pursuing my 
cours1- from an American port, in an 
Air n schooner, and going to an 
/ ican island, and in the regular 
channel and thoroughfare which all 
vessels take that pass and repass 
from the ports of the states of New 
York, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois and 
Wisconsin, I was fired upon in re
peated volleys of musketry, by your 
militia, Indians, and negroes of Mal
den, and when driven upon your 
shores bv the inclemency of the wea
ther and my men killed <ind wounded 
bv the [galling fire of three or four 
hiindred concealed riflemen, I fired 
upon them In self-defence; this 1 would 
have proved, and if your lordship 
could remember, nearly all of which 
was admitted bv the very evidence 
bronchi aeainst me by mv captors, 
as thev stvled themselves They, even 
thev, admitted the greater part.

“And now, my lord, after three 
months’ sever*, inmrisonment, the 
greater nart of which time was pass
ed in chains, 1 have been tried for 
•not having the fear ol God in my 
hffrt, not weighing the »llegitnce 
uliirh I owed Her Majesty the 
Queen ” An allegiance which I did 
-not consider myself to owe, and 
whtrh manv ' years before, I had sol
emnly sworn in open court to re
nounce in the manner preecnhwl by 
the constitution of the United States

“And what, mv lord, was the v*r 
diet of the iurv? A conditions 
Their discriminating minds plainly 
perceived that I could not be a citi
zen of one country and the subject

of* another; that both were incompat
ible, and they gave in a verdict 
which to me seems a strange one: 
“If I was a British subject I was 
guilty of treason.”

“1 am far from saying, or wishing 
either you, my lord, or Miy that 
hears me, to understand me lu say, 
that I consider I have done wyong in 
what I have done. No! I embark
ed in what I considered then, and 
most religiously believe now, to be a 
holy, a just, and a virtuous cause — 
the cause of the people oppressed. 
But, my lord, 1 will admit that in 
my enthusiasm I may have stepped 
over the bounds prescribed by the laws 
of my own country, to wnich I am 
amenable; and were I before a tri-

duty as a judge, I would request you 
apt to be in a hurry in this mat
ter, andyo nothing rashly. ‘If I 
must be executed,” as your lordship 
remarked some Weeks ago, give at 
least time for the matter to be heard 
before the proper tribunal of the 
home government and have your sov
ereign’s pleasure thereon.”

His lordship, as I was obliged to 
call him, although it may sound 
strange to republican ears—then re
turned the compliment, by addressing 
me, saying that he had a most pain
ful and unpleasant duty to perform; 
was pleased to bestow upon me a 
reputation for eminent talent, but 
was sorry to remark that as yet I 
had shown no signs of contrition for

bunal there, I might admit my offence my conduct, and that I should come
but in extenuation, 1 would show 
them as was proved at my trial here, 
before your lordship and your packed 
jury.

1 was here informed by his lord- 
ship -that I must not insult the court.

“I mean no insult to your lordship, 
but I reitterate what I have said, I 
would show in extenuation that in 
the middle of December last there 
came to Detroit, where 1 resided, a 
vast number of men who fled from 
this country; many of them were 
poor, hungry and naked. They had 
fled from their homes and their fam
ilies at a moment’s notice. They 
fled, for the Orange bloodhounds were 
on their track,* the polluters of fe
male innocence, and the loyal burn
ers of houses and barns were behind. 
They came to us. They told us the 
story of their sufferings and their 
wrongs; and, my lord, I believed 
them; for on every page of the his
tory of my native land I could find 
cases parallel.

“Well, my lord, we fed and clothed 
them; nay, we did more, we furnish
ed them with arms and munitions of 
war. We said, ‘Go back to your 
homes, there is what you have said 
you wanted; and if you show your 
determination and w*ant help to gala 
vour country’s liberty, we will vo
lunteer and aid you. W« knew they 
spoke the truth wjien they told us 
of what they suffered from the petty 
officials of your government, for we 
had it confirmed by those on our 
frontier who had been in a little 

-brief authority, insulting our citizens 
whom business had induced to go 
over among them.

“In the midst, of this excitement 
there came to us the thrilling \ news 
of the cutting out and the burning 
of the steamboat Caroline at Sch- 
losser—a cold-blooded, murderous act, 
my lord; and ojj^jthat will yet be 
avenged. It was' felt as an indig
nity committed on our national hon
or—an insult to our national flag. 
Before that time nbthing was done 
that could be said to * compromise 
our neutral relations; we wished 
and prayed for the success of those 
who, like the sires of our own revo
lution of ’76, were, like them, bat
tling against oppression; but the 
scene was changed; we became, 
through the outrage committed on 
our country’s honor, indignant and 
revengeful—participators in the mat
ter—and might be considered as hav
ing committed a breach of the laws 
of our own country, to "whose, juris
diction Î ought to be restored.

“And now, agaiif, my lord, in the 
face of high Heaven, and in this pre
sence, before this assemblage of your 
citizens and soldiers, I again solemn
ly protest against your proceedings, 
to carry into effect the iniquitous sen
tence which, months before, your late 
governor threatened me with, if I 
would not accede to his wishes, and 
turn traitor to the cause in which I 
had embarked—warning you and 
those that hear me, that you are ex
ceeding the powers which a eolonial 
government may have given you; and 
in an obscure part .of the! dominions 
of Great Britain, enforcing a bar
barous law. which she in her own 
island dared not to do.

“ I have now done, my lord, I will 
not detain you any longer; nor will 
I ever condescend to sue or entreat 
you; but, If consistent with your

Birthdiy of Pope Pius
On June 2, the Feast of Corpus 

Chriati, His Holiness, Pope Pius X., 
completed the 88th year of bis age. 
He celebrated Mass in the moruing 
in the Consisterai Hall, to which 
a great number of Spanish pilgrims 
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there diesaed in the rebel uniform, 
with the stars, the insignia as he 
termed it, of my command, blazon
ing on my breast, to insult the 
court. Here, to the evident amaze
ment of the whole assemblage, I in
terrupted his lortÿhip by saying, 
that as his lordstilp had interrupted 
me when I was addressing him, 11 moral 
presumed he would not take n 
amiss, that I would inform him that 
none could better know thgn hiqi- 
self that I had. been robbed at Mal
den, when I was captured, and that 
I had no other dress but that which 
1 then wore; that mon,ey and cloth
ing which had been sent to me since 
my confinement had been kept ffom 
me by order of the governor, and 
that in a strange place, and in the 
present, state of public feeling, when 
I could not obtain leave to see my 
friends, it was a strange perversion 
of his lordship to attribute that to 
insult, which I was compelled to by 
necessity to appear in the only dress 
1 had; that in my humble opinion it 
was beneath the dignity of the court 
to take notice of so trivial a mat
ter as that of the dress in which any 
person should appear, particularly 
in my peculiar situation, when I was 
well assured his lordship was ac- 
% tainted with the circum* 
the case.

“Why not take off£iose stars?”
“They are fastenetPTm, my lord, 

in such a manner that they are not 
easily taken off; had they .teen they 
would have been snatched ofpbv some 
of your volunteer officers who at
tempted it at Malden.”

"If you were disposed, sir, you 
mil ht have cut them off betçre ap
pearing in thjs court."

“I am not disposed, my lord,' to do 
anything of the kind.- I have worn 
them in fight, I have worn them since 
and I religiously intend to wear them 
for the brief period which you may 
allow me to live."

His lordship then proceeded to pass 
the sentence, which was that Edward 
A. Theller should te taken from the 
court to the place from whence he 
last came—that on TuesdawTJthe 24 th 
day of \ the present month, April,
1838, he'should be drawn on a hur
dle to the usual place of execution; 
there hanged bv the neck "until he was 
dead; that his body he quartered 
and given to the surgeons for disec
tion; and that the Lord have mercy 
on his soul. To the latter words I 
gravely bowed, as expressive of my 
thanks for his lordship’s kind wishes 
for my Creator’s mercy for my 
soul, inwardly praving at the same 
time that He might be lenient to 
those who had no mercy.

On our march back to prison I was 
somewhat affected bv the general ex
pression of sympathy displayed for 
my situation, as the guards jmade 
way for us through the immense 
mass of living beings, assembled to 
catch a glimpse of us or learq our 
doom. And it was gratifying, as" 
we passed those who had been 
ta tors and listeners to 
proceedings, to see friends to whom 
I could bestow the smile, alas, tor
tured by the Tory press into a 
spirit oMevitv and reckless bravado.
I felt somewhat remunerated, too, 
for the sacrifice about to take place, 
when I heard their whispering pray
er for ny- release, and the proud gra
dations of even manv of the Tories, 
that thev were proud and happy" to 
call me their countryman.
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vince, and from 1 
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ported that the .
HRiperor Francis |
Emperor of Germany—ever thought
ful—sent congratulatory telegrams. , 

The Feast of Corpus Christ! was 
ebserved as a strict holiday in Rome, 
and almost all /be shops were clos
ed—the few tt»4t were kept open un
til midday being closed in the after
noon. Crowds assembled at SV 
Peter’s, though it was difficult to 
cross the great white-shining^1 piazza 
before tbe church, as the teat felt 
tropical. In the church itself a plea
sant coolness prevailed. His Emin
ence Cardinal Rampolla, Archpriest 
of St. Peter’s, celebrated Mass at 
the altar of the Cjffhedral—m the
apse of the church, and,' on its con
clusion, the procession of the Bless
ed Sacrament took place through the 
length of the vast basilica, passing 
out into the vestibule—which, • like 
the interior of the church, was hung 
with red damask—and returning 
again into the church. This was 
but a faint reflex of the grandeur 
that surrounded the Corpus Christ! 
procession of the past, when the 
Popes were rulers in Rome, and ere 
a “hostile domination,” creating a 

imprisonment to them, had 
yet settled down in Rome. The me
mory of this grand religious cere
mony is well-nigh forgotten by the 
new generation that has grown up 
under the Italian sway. It was one 
of Rome’s grandest sights. When 
it took place for the last time—the 
Corpus Christi of 1870—close upon 
seven hundred Archbishops and Bish
ops, assembled here for the Vatican 
Council, accompanied the Pontiff in 
the procession. This vast bony 'of 
prelates came forth from the cen
tral door of the Basilica, and' at 
once passed into a portico, formed 
of wooden pillars, all decorated with 
hangings and tapestries, which por- 
tocoes joined the entiance of the 
church to the colonnade on the right. 
Here on these great columns were 
hung the coats-of-arms of the Bish
ops—the enlarged device of their Epis
copal seals—and with these, magnifi
cent tapestries, the most rich and 

productions o? Arras and 
Gobelins, and other famous factories. 
The Pope was borne on a high plat
form on which he knelt at a prie- 
dieu, and held in his hands a mons
trance containing the Blessed Sacra
ment.

Barrie Correspondence

On Sunday morning, June 12th, at 
half-past eight o'clock Mass, about 
forty boys and girls who had been 
carefully instructed by the Very 
Rev, Dean Egan and the testers of 
Saint Joseph, received their First 
Holy Communion. In the evening 
they reassembled at vespers, where 
all were invested with the scapular 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. The 
girls were dressed in white, indicat
ing the purity of their hearts for so 
great an event in their lives. The 
boys looked devout and neat with 
their badges of white ribbon,'and as 
the children quickly walked out of 
the church, from the appearance of 
their bright and happy (aces, one 
lookifig on might say for them as the 
great Napoleon admitted about him
self. It was not on the field of his 
most brilliant victory at Austerlitz, 
his campaign in Italy, his election as 
first counsel, the splendor of his 
first entry into Paris, nor the cay 
he was crowned Emperor that were 
his happiest days, but it was the day 
he made his First Communion.

From the Catholic Standard and 
Times, Philadelphia, June 11th: Rev. 
Richard Baxter, S.J., who died re- 

. .cently in Montreal, Canada, aged 83
n , Years, spent the greater part of his 

tnr now jjk at ^ port WFilliatm Mission, in 
the North-West, devoting himself to 
the conversion and welfare of the In
dians. N.B.—The deceased reverend
gentleman was well known in Barrie 
by the elder residents and was a 
brother of Miss Baxter. Penetangui- 
ahene street, who has the sympathy 
of her many friends, y
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Note by the Editor —The address of 
General Theller to the court was

7
» . T. and so I 

decided to start at
once. ” He’s here with us now, 
booked for a six months’ cdurse. 
Thought, before he got our lettery 
that schools fizzle out in June— 
closed up entirely in July and 
August.

Not ours.
, This is a business school. Ready 

to serve its patrons evety month in 
the year. If you have a business, 
shorthand, or telegraphy cou: 
in View don’t defer till September. 
-TjfYite now and get our terms.
•\ « *

CENTRAL BUSINESS COLLEGE
Yongs and Oerrard Its.

W; H. SHAW,
i President.

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE
.#

Beaupre Itinerary of 
ial TralsaX

The Ontario Pilgrimag* to tbe 
Shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre will 
take place (this year) on Tuesday, 
July iVttj, and tbe time-limit ol 
tickets ha| teen extended so as to 
enable pilgrims either to be present 
at the Shrine on the Feast of St. 
Anne, July 20th, or to remain loit
er in Quebec or Montreal according 
to tbeir fancy. Excursion rates will 
prevail at all stations of the O.T. 
R from Whitby, Lindsay, Peter boro, 
Haliburton, Mariposa and all points 
cast thereof, as Lit as Aultoville; 
and at a\l stations of the C.P.R. 
from Myrtle and all points east 
thereof, including Peterboro, Perth, 
Manotiek, Stittsville, Oarleton Place, 
BrockWIle, Preecott, Smith’s Falls, 
kh far as Chesterville, included, Pas
sengers from Lindsay, Haliburton, 
etc., will take regular .morning train 
and connect with special at Port 
Hope, and those from Mariposa, etc., 
will board special at Whitby Junc
tion. Pilgrims from Toronto, Lon
don, Hamilton and other points in 
Western Ontario will leave Toronto 
on Tuesday morning by regular 
Montreal express trains, procure re
gular tickets as far. as Whitby or 
Myrtle stations on the main lines of 
the G.T.R. and C.P.R a shprt dis
tance east of Toronto, purchase 
pilgrimage tickets at either of these- 
stations at a t ost of $8 95 iron» 
Whitby and $8.00 from Myrtle, and 
then take special trains which will 
be awaiting them and proceed to 
St. Anne de Beaupre, which shall be 
reached at 7 o’clock on Wednesday 
morning.

Exceptionally low rates will pre
vail at all stations throughout the 
Eastern part of the province, and 
tickets will be good only on the 
special train going, but valid on any 
regular train returning up to and in
cluding Tuesday, July 26th. This 
means that pilgrims can leave Que
bec city by the. night trains of Tues
day, July 26th and Montreal by the 
morning trains of July 27th; but if 
a stop-over at Quebec or Montreal 
be desired, it must be so timed as, 
to leave Montreal for a continuous 
journey home, not later than the 
morning of Wednesday," July 27th. 
This time-limit will allow ample timej 
not only for a day at the .Shrine, 
but also for a tour of the far-famed 
Saguenay and a short visit to Ta- 
dousac or Carouria or Murray Bay. 
The‘%Director of the Pilgrimage will 
be in \l position to quote very low- 
rates for the Saguenay trip, provid
ed that\ at least, twenty-five per
sons write to him signifying their 
intention of making ft. Be will also 
be verv glad to indicate bow the 
most favorable terms may be ob
tained by parties of ten or more 
persons starting together to join the 
pilgrimage from any given point he 
Western Ontario, if only he shall have 
timelv notification from one of such 
a party. The pilgrimage will be un
der the immediate direction of Rev. 
D A. Twomcv, Tweed. Ont., who-will 
send posters to intending pilgrims. 
Dining cars will be attached to the 
C.P.R. special, in which excellent 
meals may be procured on the jour
ney, and whilst at St. Anne’s, for 
the nominal sum of 25 cents per 
meal.

Father Vaughan’s Escape From Death

Fatter Bernard Vaughan had an al
most miraculous escape from death 
in Loudon last week: He was bicy
cling through the Park, and at Groe- 
venor Gate was run into by a re^ 
fractory pair in a Victoria and 
knocked off his wheel. The carriage 
went right over him, and the off-side 
horse got a leg into the bicycle 
spokes and literally danced it to 
fragments. There was an immense 
crowd in a moment, expecting to see 
the Father carried off dead, but in 
some extraordinary manner he came 
out under the back of the Victoria 
unhurt, and walked home. He must 
have been shaken by such a hair
breadth escape, but fit changed his 
mud-covered clothes and went off to 
the East End to one of his charities.

largely. copied in the Canadian pap
ers; also in the American papers, as 
well as some of the English and 
Parisian papers. That he was the 
ablest of the prisoners then tried 
there is no manner of doubt, snd the 
Irish citizens of Toronto, loyalists as 
well as sympathizers, felt a pride 
in the ability that he displayed in his 
defence WILLIAM HALLEY.
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construction, on which depends 
the tone, quality and the endurance 
of the instrument The
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Piano

is well constructed. It has teen 
used by some of the world’s great
est musical artists, who have been < » 
unanimous in describing it as a o 
tai.to.^0, <!
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: ; One Finds The Fine 

Qualities That 
Musicians 

Desire
The Delightful Touch Im- 

: parted by the Illimitable Re- £ 
< ‘ pealing Action has nqade them < J 
T Popular in Musical Institutions, v 

among which Moulton College 
* * Toronto and Hamilton Con

servatory of Music use them 
exclusively:—Send for Descrip.
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