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THE

HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE.
(Continued from page 11.)
pierced my hands and feet”  This
is of courge correct, and has been accepted
by our translators, although the word in
the Hebrew Bible, as we now have it, is
*j&", Clearly In the process of copy-
ing @ manuscript some scribe has, by

mistake, shortened yto %,

The similarity of ™yand =y which were
continually being mistaken, the one for
the other, has occasioned some strange
errors, There is a disputed reading In
2 Sam. 8: 13 which very well illustrates
this confusion. It tells of David “smit-
ing of Syrfa ([3™N) in the valley of
Salt 18,000 men. Now this is certainly
a mistake, for the valley of Salt was n
Edom, not Syria. And when we turn to
the corregponding passage in 1 Chron.
18: 12 we read (referring to the same
event) that “Abishai (David's general),
the son of Zerulah smote of Edom ‘(D-.g)
in the valley of Salt, 18,000 men." ™ How
did this error in 2 Sam. arise? In Eng
lish the words “ Syria” and “ Edom " are
very dissimilar, but notice the similarity
of the Hebrew forms:
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Plainly some scribe mistook™ for ™y
Then, sometimes, when a scribe was
having a manuscript read to him he
might confuse words of similar sound.
An example of this may be found in Isa.
9: 3. There are two little Hebrew words
of similar sound, and rather like each
other, too, in appearance, but very differ-

ent in meaning, viz, &L‘ (not) and 1‘?‘

(to it), and the question here is, which
of these ought to be in the text. If we

Syria.
Edom.

read R"‘. which appears in the present
Hebrew text we have, * Thou hast multi-
plied the nation; thou hast not increased
the joy.” This seems like a contradiction
of what goes before and follows. The
editors of the Hebrew Bibles in the 10th
century evidently thought there was an

error here, for they placed ﬂ‘:‘ in the
margin The text then reads, “Thou
hast multiplied the nation; thou hast
increased its joy.” And this is the ren-
dering adopted by our Revised Version.
Yet when we examine the Hebrew manu-
seripts extant, we find that they all have

'L(. But we can see plainly how this
came about. The original manuseript no

doubt had \L( but the seribe in copying

had his manuseript read fo him, and ““
being exactly the same in sound was

written for ™,

Illustrations could also be given of the
omission of a whole line in copying a
manuscript. After writing the last word
of a line, and looking back to his manu-
seript, the scribe’'s eye would sometimes
catch the same word at the end of the
next line, and he would go on from that,
omitting the whole line between. Re-
marks and explanations written in the
margin were also sometimes inserted in
the text by mistake.

These illustrations will suffice to show
how, on the human side, some errors
erept into the manuscripts of our Bible
in the course of the centuries. We shall
next look at the facilities which Biblical
scholars now have for detecting and re-
moving these errors,

“Some murmur, when their sky is clear
And wholly bright to view,

If one small speck of dark appear
In their great heaven of blue,

And some with thankful hearts are filled
If but one streak of light,
One ray of God's good mercy,

The darkness of their night.”

Hla

CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

New Year's Greetings to the Dis-
trict 5th Vice- Presidents and

Junior Superintendents of the
London Conference.
From Mrs. E. Nozell, ith Vice, London

Conference.
50 Joseph Street, Chatham

Dear Co-Workers,—Permit me to take
this opportunity of sending you New
Year's Greetings. As we enter on & New
Year may each of us be stirred up to a
deeper sense of our great responsibility
in shouldering the burden of training the
youth for Christ.

1 am glad to tell you that our “own
Chatham District” 18 prospering in
Junior League work. Since October three
new Junior Leagues have been organized,
~~one at Blenheim, one at Middle Road,
Raleigh, and one at Huffman's Corners;
with the prospect of four or five more
after Christmas. God has greatly blessed
us, and we praise Him for it

I sincerely trust that each District
Hth Vice will put forth every effort dur-
ing the coming year to boom this work
If you know of places where there is
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plenty of material for Junior Socleties
will yon let me know? 1 would be glad
to hear from you at any time; glad to
bear of your success in this work. Also,
let me thank you for so promptly and
kindly responding to my letters in the
past, and 1 hope you will often write,
felling me of any new plans, or even tell
ing of your difficulties,

Just a word to the Superintendents of
Junior Leagues. Dear friends, do not he
come discouraged! Even the most lively
and active youth may have the tenderest
heart, and may possess the greatest pos.
sibilities for future usefulness. Give him
your sympathy and help, and *be not
weary in well-doing,” for you do not
know but that among your boys and girls
vou may be training a future Wesley,
Luther, Frances Havergal or a Florence
Nightingale. But you do know that you
are training souls and lives for God.

Let us remember that the new year
will only he happy and progperous in the
measure that we do our whole duty to
God. That each of us may have a Happy
and Prosperous New Year becaiuse we do
this is the earnest prayer of your friend,

Lituie NOXELL.

BOOKS

EVERY LEAGUER
SHOULD READ

WRITTEN BY CANADIAN AUTHORS

life.

where men fight and die for gold
vise,

ing.

acters in fietion !

compel a smile every few minutes,

The Great Canadian Epic of the North

THE TRAIL OF ’98

By ROBERT W. SERVICE
Author of " Songs of a Sourdough '’ and ** Ballads of a Cheechako."
Cloth, with unique cover design, §1 25. «
HOMERIC IN ITS STRENGTH
Reveals the Marvellous Imagination and Wonderful Descriptive Powers
of the Author.

Service shows in this volume that he can srite an epoch making novel,

It is a story throbbing in its intensity, and replete with vizorous, manful
There is & magic in his use of words, H
with words of fire and blood and passion
He knows its men and has caught its spi
Like his poems, the story grips like n

A Great Canadian Book

'THE FRONTIERSMAN

By H. A. CODY, M.A.
Cloth, $1.25.

This book, although only issued a few weeks, is already in its fourth

edition, and is becoming more popular every day.
Bishop Stringer, of the Yukon Diocese, says: “ It is intensely interest
I do not think T ever enjoyed a book o much.”
“‘The Frontiersman'should have a large sale.
powerful, and its moral purpose unexceptionnl.”— Vancourer Daily Provinee.

THE SECOND CHANCE

By NELLIE L. McCLUNG

Author of ** Sowing Seeds in Danny."

Danny! Who does not know Danny, now one of the best known char

Danny reappears in ** The Second Chance ” and so does

the inimitable Pearlie, only more lovable than cver,

For real, solid, satisfactory enjoyment,
you cannot heat Nellie L. MeClung's books. ' )

EPIC IN ITS GRANDEUR

sentences are surcharged
e knows the Northland.
He has written of a country

Servie

Its story element is

Price, $1.25,

She and Danny

William Briggs «# = Toronto
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