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Coneerping the Baptists.

Their Presout Satusand Principles.

SER B, M

REV. SPH R, D. D.

HI Baptists are no longer an insignificant
st Fven if all of the more than
goonooo members of  the regular
Baptist churches in the Ulited Siates

are not all that we or our critics have wished, the

very number is impressive; and the total moril
and spiritual force which they exert is simply
incalculable.

Our missionary enterptises, amony the earliest
projected and in returns no Jess successful han
those of any other body, have given us grace and
significance

Our educational ventures, though chicfly the
effort of the last 50 years, make us potentially the
greatest of the Christian denominations,
200 and more school , though not all of the high-
est grade, are in no instance to be despisad; for
with their 2000 instructors, jo.ooo scholars, and
$45,000,0u@ of fuvested funds, they are a vast
social and moral opportunity.

With nearly 44,000 churches and more than
25,000 Bible schools, expending in the service of
Jesus Christ $14,000,000 a year, the denomina-
tion, which began to recognize its significance
and worth about 50 years ago, may modestly

LA B

tclaim that, in the widest sense, it is no longer an
| III\‘ ot

his !

¢ | irsedlf about these two irreconcilable conceptions
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ant seet,
Sach vast porssession and power involve vast
wion, eonfront te with womentogs
v, and reguire undetlohines surpossiv
sofour fathers; un ﬂ vinko s equal to our
NICes, & vl ns fareres as our rumbers
amd power will gustily, + past has put into
Lout hauds uot o N0y ﬂvx-, bt ten talents, and |
four fhture n wake them ten other talends, o
we shall have reasen for regret fustead of glory,

Hzapep Ursiknam,

Our 7ast progress was made with Jittle or no
‘ thy frum extsting veligions orgatizations |
Iy with Jittde aid from the prevailing
: wnts in Chiristianity,  Most
L often we m wadway against prejindice in the
I very people o we were ak Wt pross

«do We have Leen Lea lel up m.nn for more
300 years st wind aud tide,  Prot-

estants amoe stants, we  have made a
Cpefovmation without war or Dloodshed of the
hifting of g al powvers, and withomt heing
ned sevelutionists,  We have enlarged the
| teforms of the great reformers, and realized them
Casmong onrsclves, We have often recovered and
A, from loss in the overwhelming religious
i habits and institntions, those reforms which were
fast reverting to the original types, and have
mud them from being repaganized.

(a) Bot the conditions ar: now different.  All
xpresses itscli in three types, The
fiest @2 matnly religions and coneerned with forw,
sacramemts and in».u"utinnh', The second is
wainly intellectual, and is concerned with creedal
essions and thealogies,  The third is mainly
spititual and ethical experience,

The widdle type, the intellectual and ereedal,
the type of the great reformers, is being lost in
tie two other unhindercd, nnbroken types, the
sacramental and spiritual, It has deeply mod-
ified and influcnced the m, but in so doing has
'ost itself, Al Christendom is fast gathering

! of Cliristianity,

They represent the great churches on either
side: the Greek and Roman Catholie, the Church
of England, the High Church Episcopalian, the |
High Chureh Euthieran and Reform, on the one i
hand; the Methodisg, the Baptist, the Disciples,
inor bodies on the other hand; while the
s of the great creeds, the Presbyterian,
Congregational the  Duteh  Reform and
Gorman Reform are fast being outdistanced in
mbers aud influence, or are merging into the
i group where the spiritual expericace rather than
i the creed is fundamental

TO Hi COUNTINUED.

The Ciyris ian's Strength,

CROSSED the ocean ina powerful steamship,
which weighed more than twenty thous
sand tons, and poshed her way against
wind and wave at the rate of over twenty

kuots an hour. 1 could not see the propelling
foree; that was hidden deep down in the glowing
furnaces, helped  constantly with  fresh coal.
PP hat illustrates the spiritual life of every strong,
Phealthy, growing Christian;  his strength is
“measured by the inward supply of divine grace,
The spiritnal foree and progress of a growing
, Christian prove that that lus life is hid with
Jesus Christ. Happy are you if your neighbors

who can see youn every day can know by your |

outward conduct that your inner life is fed by an
 wnscen Chitist,~=Rew, T\ L. Cuyler, 2, D,

R Daily Portion,

HE manna was so pure and deficate that it
viv could not bear contact with earth, It
[ fell upon the dew, and had to te gath-
ered cre the sun wasup.  E .th one,
therefore, had to rise early and seek his daily
portion.  So it is with the people of Cod now.
The heavenly manua must be gathered fresh
every mort Yesterday's manna will not do
for today, oday's for tomorrow. We must
feed upon Ch¥ist every day, with fresh eneryy of
the spirit, else we shall cease to grow.  Moreover,
| we must make Christ our
must seek him “‘early.’’ —

)rimurj' object.  We |
H. M.

Ty p—

Lord, Teach Us to Pray.

NI of the greatest needs of the world and
the church today ts men who know
how 1o pray,  The need is felt and

acknowledged, bat it is easily supplied;

for prayer iv a most wonderfal thing and few of
ns know much about it.  When we begin o
" study prayer we find i has in it sowething of the
infiniteness of God and that in this matter the
most advanced of us is but a beginner. There
are mysteries in prayer that we have pever exe
plored; thete is a power 1 prayer that we have
pever wiclded; there are joys and sorrows in
prayver that we have unever tasted, ‘Fhough we
way have been in Christ for years, we still need
to come to him as disciples came of old with the
reguest: “Lord, teach us to pray.""—Ae. G,
. C. dlacGrgor,

Keep Ot of Sight.

HE fisherman who understands his business
keeps out of sight of the fish. It is
recorded of a gentleman woo, seeing a
little Scotch Iad very successful in

eatching fish, asked him the secret of his good

fortune in catching so many, while he was sele
dom rewarded with a hite, *Easv enough, sir.*
said the bov. 1 do nae go in sight *of the fish,

The successful fisher of men must likewise so

hide h'mself behind the erags, as that the soals

e wordd win will see * Jesus only™**

riv

Dig Yeur Well Deeper.

DRY thme has always been Timproved
more or less to dig wells deeper,
There is no better time o do this
than in the time of a drought.  We

{ know of many old wells that have been made

better than new by being dug deeper in the time

of drought.  When the next time of drought

¢ mes they can be relied on as never before,
[tisa very dry time just now in the religions

{ world, and it is a good time for us all to dig our
Pwells deeper.
i what your e xperience has been. but dig deeper.

Do not be satisfied, no matter

The lovelof many is waxing “cold.  There never,

i perhaps, was a time when it required more alert-

ness to keep from spiritual drowsiness and famine
than now.  And there is no better way to keep
awake and refreshed with that living water that
Jesus promised than to dig your well deeper, and
then “with joy ~h.nll ye draw water out of the
wells of salvation.””  Let us all resolve to go
decper! The dryer it gets around you, the deepe
et you ueed to dig.~Christion Witness,

Religious Newa,

We came to this field the
Praxer Witrsam  first of May and have found
AND 28D KiNGs-  a very kind and sympathetic
€LEAR CHURCHES, people who are continually
| bestowing upon us tokens of
¢ good-will and friendship. We have good and
! appreciative congregations on Sunday and a good
Sunday school connected with each church, We
also sustain a week night prayer meeting and
i monthly conference in each church. Our prayer
1 is that God will abundantly bless us and that
" many unsaved may be led to accept Jesus Christ
'

as their personal Saviour,
C. W. SaBLEs.

Sept, 23rd, 1go1.
This year I took the month
of August for vacation and
drove my own team. I en-
| joyed this very much indecd as I had a good op-

portunity to sce my friends and to enjoy driving
| through the country. I drove to Moncton, then
to Amherst, Maccan, Southampton, Spring Hill,
Oxford, Wes(chmer. Acadia Iron Mines, Bass
River, Economy, Five Islands and back to Spriug
Hill over Maccan mc 1 d for
Bro. Baker at Oxford where I found a bunuful

HorewkLy, N. B,

| house of worship and & large congregation, It ,
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