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troduce startling innonatiors  mostly  horrowed
from a forma! and w e oehatren, in the

hope of making the service more attiae ve,
a Baptist dduorcd wishios to meke afor Lo it 0 1
supgose it s the privileve, Some s Pane Bt o
ministers, b v eouns- seliol
forsaoth-—and a‘tac’ guite mn
to this aticle of aprarel as the od 1o
arrogant Ang.ican Chereh Woa ity
wishes to make s lf ridicnfons, Tsaprose tht
is Wis prevogative, all oponiors 1o the contn
notwith-tandivg, A few dmvs ago b«
party of Prosbitorim ming ters disonssi
Cministerial gown,'* and oee of therr wunder,

Ntoane

referring toa leading Preshaterian paster swho s

an advocate and wearer of the scholedic gown
said: 'Such a garh savorsof price and ostentation
and is to be condennad,” Savd aur own D, Lo
mer a short time agoom a prbilie addiess: “The
wearing of a gown by a Baptist minister is dis-
tinctly a step backward. "

The specicus argument adeancad in suprort of
all this vainglorious show  and  ecclesiastic
millinery is the « sire 1o attract and hold tie
fashionable and wealthy classes ¢f our prm
cities, I these people must be attracted Ty such
devices are they werth attracting or bolding?
Will they unltimately become bamacles which
will help sink the ship? The exporiment s
angerous 1 know of one Baptist chonrch where
a gowned minister, enamored of ritualisi, in-
troduced a formal service, whielt or at«d an

appetite for the spectacular. and bin clieh Te- |

came the nursery of a fashionable and world
Episcopal church immediately contigons,  §
and finery in a Baptist church always vesnft dis
astrously, To say the least, the introduction of @
formal liturgical service in a Paptist clinreh i
dishonoring to the simplicity that s in Christ,
makes worship a purdy mechanical thimge, a
thing of posture and form, and ha. a dangerons
tendency to make religion fashionalie by uattes!
destroving its holy and divine ¢ha T,
wherever introduced is evidence  oi decay in
spirituality and +ital religion.

loyal Baptists we profess ta he a spiritual
people. Who ever heard of a wealthy and fashion-
able Baptist churehi?  “I'he Lord pity it, if wealth
and fashicn are its only mark of distinetion!  Our
Lord died to have a spiritual church, and a
spiritual church He will have at any  cost
Formalism and ritnalism too often mean spititaad
lethargy, tnertia, worldliness and death,

I know of a certain Protestant ¢hurch with
Romanist tendencies which has not the courage
10 go, or the honesty tore nain; where the preach-
ing is a ten-minnte affair and below mediocrity;
where young ladics of a sentimental age, parti-
cularly, are accustomed to resort ostensibly for
the worship of Godd, but in reality to exhibit
their fashionable gowns  The rites and cere-
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At the Satorday evening service addresses were
griven: (1) Oun Home Fyvangazation sl fts ope
portunities by Ho ML Sa endent; (23 The
Pasis of the Forewn Mission LEnterprise, by Rev,
W. € Goncher, ML A (30 The Divine Law of
Givie by R 1. W, Guardner,  The remarks
of the speakers ehicited the decpest interest of all
prosent

The Sabbath exercices were of an exeeptional
character and highly spivitual in tone, At 11 a,
m. Res M. Addism preach 4 the ecnvention
Tt was o rare treat
ssion
of by the spirit's influcnce and power, and all pre-

[ sent attested to the helpfal nature of the mecting

and its attendant exercises.  The sormon was
along the old go-pel lines, and proved that no

modern methods, higher (2) eniticism, or any of

i the Tater skeptical brood, were needed o attract

wonies, the boy choir, the imposing processionals |

andd recessionals, the bowings and  geountlections,
the swinging of censors, the Lifting of the mass,
the holy millinery, the dim religious light, are
enongh to make an angel —weep or laugh! The
effcet of such a porformance is wholly  sensuous
and spectacular. As the ritualistic Baptist church
was a nursery for the Episcopal church, s: this
high Episcopal church is anursery for the Roman
church, for some of its rectors, and many of its
members, have gone into that body.

The Lord pity our Baptist churches if they ever
depart from the New Testament simplicity, to ape
a formal and worldly church!

Solemnity.—The great sin of our
irreverence, The Romans called it wefus” It
was regarded as a capital crime, and was ponish.
able with death. But the wind is now !lowing
from a different quarter. Men take great liberties
with God.  We speculate and philosophize abeut

age s

His existence and being.  We regard Him as an |

invisible and imralpable somewhat, to he as
sumed as the coi v, t basis of a doctrinal sys.
tem. Men theorize aiuout His attributes, estimat

| concluston Rev, €. Corrie offored a very

At ats
impres.
sive prayer, evidently in symipathy with th
conrse atid the prevalent feelings in the minds of
all.

At 2.30 p.m, a paper was read entitled *“The
Tenperance Reform and How to Effect 10, pre
pared by b 1 A Calnll. Following this came
anather on “The Snnday School Lesson acd How
to Conduct 1, Ly W. ¢ Newcombe
Aier singing, an addresson Sabbath School work
wasgiven by Rev. J. W, Gardner, and another
on the By Problem of our Cities and Villuges by
Mr Ganong of St. Stophen

At the Satbach evering service a better of Chiris
tian gr eting from Rev. 8 D me was
This brother now in enfeebled health
Jacinte, California, wishod o expiess b

the attention ond save the souls of nen,

elis-

! tnde to the brethren at (o for thety syupathy

His stature in terms of arithmetic, and measure |

His stately steppings with a span. They thonght-
lessly bandy l?is august name back and forth as
in a gawe of shuttle-cock. This spirit of irre-
verence manifests itself in varions ways—in a
total disregard of things sacred and holy, and in
flippancy of bearing and deportment in God's
holy sanctuary. Many churches are sadly d¢fi-
cient in decorum, to say nothing of devoutness

‘The dignity of the pulpit and the solemnity of
worship has been warred in many instances by

i

and practical help,

Reforences were also made to the ahsence of
Bros. Hughes and Hall, both ot whom by reason
of illness were missing for the first time from the
sossions of the convention

Gospeladdiess sviere given by varions breth-
ren, after which an evangelist ¢ servie - followed
A large number took part and at the close several
arose asking for praver 1t was wruly a time of
deep spiritual refreshing

Duaring the Monday sessions the report in the
of the Denomination was presented  This showed
six ordinations to the  m'ni tey-—the largest in
onr denominational history—four deaths in the
orda ned ministry; three Louses of worship dedi-
cated; two new church organizations, and two
vhurch edifices remodelled and re-cedicated  all
withiu the convention year just closed.

The question of the necessity of undertaking a
mission to Newfoundlind was again introducep
and a resalution pesd commending such a pro-
Joet to the attention of our chine

Toe  dullowing resolation was also heartily
earriel Resolved that this eomvention conenr
in the vroposad for A union of the Free Baptists
aid Baplists of these proviaces, and  view  with
favar the steps now buing taken to efiect so desir-
able an end

The Mowdav evening sorvice was of a devo-
tioval and sowial character and proved a fitting
concliusion to one of the most interesting gather-
ings ever held among ns,  Other conventions have
had Jarger numbers present, and perhaps more to
attroct attention, but none in recent years we ven-
tre 1o assert Las boen mor highly orofitable and
belpind to those in attenda of avakening in
dire et inllnem tunconverted assembled
with s, W s for good fruits in the
near tuture,

vhes,

Letter of Rev. S D. Ervine.

“To the ministers and dielesates composing the
New Brunswick Baptist Conventim, convened at
Ouk Bay:

Dear Brethren and Sistors in Chirist:

L glad to know that vau sre atin congre-
ted together m Cotventim to continne the
tterests of the Lord's wark, tor witch the body
was origirally o anized Tirust your ticeting
at the present season will e erowned with the
Master's proscnce and result in ths advarcement
of His glory and the ponersd goot of His cause.
s von mect s Convention God only knows
how my lieart yearns ta be with you 1o enjon the
Blessed associations and abors of past  years,
when Twas in vigotons beai and my  heart
allame with love for Jesns and {ull of holy zeal
for his servie

I donor real'y love Him loss now, wor has my
futerestin His eanse become less. But through
my long-continued physicdd decline 1 have lost
the ability to exhibit either by ntterance or act
my heart-folt love and attachiment to the cause of
my Master, atehow, thongh over 3,500 miles
streteh between ws, Tdonot feel to be so far
from yon. To me the best people on earth dwell
on the soit of the little province of my nativity,
wh re my life-work has been done, and which
must ever seem dearest of all Jands under the
sum, - For,

COf every land both east and west,
I love my native land the best,"

Thongh not so vich in diamonds, vet to me it
contains that which is more precious than silver
or gol.  In my native land there is a kindly
brotherliness that Tdo not find elsewhere  The
church of Clirist has a higher spiritual tone, a
more positi Chelief in the word of Gad, a deeper
desite 10 olev the Lord's commands, and less
catering to the world than in any place I have
vet been, though I fear the late day trend is
somewhat afier the course of others to too great
Can extent,

Then teo in owt howe land the Sabbath is more
sacredly kept and enjoyed 1s a day of rest and
worship.  There men generally, both professed
Christiaus and those who do not make such pro-
fession, have a sense of honor that can not be
found in this country.  Here promises are noth-
Ding: overything must  be bound by written
pagreement, Promissory notes must be ratified
by an endossar, or secured by a recorded mort-
§ige

In our native Land it is assvmed in most cases
of business men of repntation that their promise
{is as good «s their signature, or in other words,
+ that the honest man's word is as good as his note,
and hls note as secure,as a mortgage on his
property, *

The moral tone too of our home land is gener-
{ally of a much higher type than elsewhere.
| Character is prized even above worldly fame.
The marringe tie means life —companionship,
culture of children, and all that is dear to the
honest mind,

| acqu dntanceships of my native land?

During the past year I have through our
| denominational papers and correspondence with
| brethren and frien Is kept in touch with you in
lthc Lord's work. I have rejoiced with ‘you in

] Then why should not I love and
prize the honored characteristics of the early




