
that the collection of correspondence at Hflalifax would bo more useful at Ottawa
tIhan immured in the vanits in London, and b y the end of the year 1873 fully eight
tons of offii documents were brouglit from Hlalifax aid deposited in their original
cases in the archive reoms.

'lThose familiar with the subjeot know the formidable character of the work ofarranging and classifying such a mass of documents. The papers were secured in
cases, eaoh containlng correspondence for one or more years, tied up in bundies. An
attempt Lad been made to indicate the subjects by tities, but there had been Do effort
to arrange themn according to any sort of systematie classification. Eaoh titie,, of
~which there were S2,000, carried a variable, numbeW of encblosures. I have in round
-figuires estimated the documents at 300,000 (given by a typographical error in one of
iny reports as 200,000), but 1 think that an actual count woM showthem to 1,e
about 400,000-probably more.

" lThe first thing te be determined on was the system of arrangement to be
adopted. 1 have seiid that I was turned loose into three eiuptýy rooms. I bad now a
m~ass of unsorted documents to deal with. Being entir4Jy aln I had fuil scope te
adopt any systemn I chose, without let, hindrance, or remonstrance. Fiîrst, then, I
adopted, as the foundation, the chronological order, so that the record of events

mgtfoiiow naturally, ne matter who was the recorder. N~ext, as in 'dealing with
these documuents, it would be impossible to have them indexed ' even imnperfeotly, for
years, the most practicable way would be to divide thenu bute subjeets, breaking
thepi up, as it were, into fragments for mastication. In much of the correspondence
this was ceîmparatively easy, from the general oficial rule (not a4ways, bowever,observed) ot treating only one subjeet in each letter. There are ueosxcpin
to this. The Queen's ther,. the tuke of Kent, whe was in command in North

America, was one of the greatest offenders, his letters dealing at length with ail sorts
of ubecswhilst the iXako of York, Cemmander-in-Chief1 Her Majesty's unele, deals
wihoe subject at a time, and one only. They had one peculiarity in common,Eachhada seretry, ho rote a beautifuily olear haud, a characteristic also cf the
royl bothrsas, in fact, of nost of the gentiemien at the endi of the st and

beginin ofthe present centuxry.
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