
WAR, THE REVOLT A0ADI8T WAR, THE REVOLT AGAINST

the •stmple of the Dksiih Nttherlandi ti

for the refereDct to the H«gue CouK of all dff'

ferencm wbatarer not Mttled otberwiM by
DMceful meant."
A. D. 1909.— Tb« AaatuU Lak* Mohook

Peac* Coaferencat la the United Stataa.—
The annual Peiu'e Conference* a» Lake Mohouk,

in the UniUKl Slates, have been held with regu-

larity. At the Fifteeuth, convened In May,
1009, a itrouK reiulution wua adopted, asking

the OoTemment of the T'nite<l estate* to con-

aider " whether the peculiar poiiition it occupiea

among the nations does not affonl It a apecial

opportunity to lead the way towards . . . car

rylng Into elTect the strongly expressed desire

of the two Peace ('(iiiferemes at Thi IlaKUe,

that the goTemmt-uts examine the possibility

of an agreement iis to the limitation of armed
forces by land anti lea, and of war budgets."

Privately during the Conference there wa*
dlwiisslon of the suggestion that if four or five

of the great Powers — England, Germany,
France, Italy, the Viiited States, and Japan, and
iierliaps Spain and liussia— could Join in ettab-

llsbing a Supreme Court of the nations, to which
they would refer tlieir difllL'ullies, other nations

would be eompillcd by the course of events to

accept the tribunal and iu decisions, and to

come into partieipatlon in it on such terms as

mlgbt later lie agn-nl upon.

A. D. 1909. — Exchange of Parliamentary
Visita between France and Sweden. —
Seventy-six members of the French Parliament,

representing the international arbitration group,

visited Stockholm in July. 190i). under the

liaiiership of Baron d'Estoumelles de Constant.

The visit was paid In return for one made by
the members of the three Scaiulinavian I'arlia-

uients to Paris some time before.

A. D. 1909.— A World Petition for »
General Treaty of Obligatory Arbitration.—
At the annual meeting of the Inleriiationiil

Peace Bureau at Brus-scis, October 9, IHOB. tlie

following resolution was adopted, eipressingap-

proval o? the world-petition to the third Hague
Conference in favor of a general treaty of oblitia-

torv arbitration: •Whfreut. Public opinion, if

rrnmUd, will prove an intluential factor at tlie

tliini Hague Conferenie; and Whtrun. The
• world-petition to the third Hague Conference

"

has begun to sticcessfully establish a statistical

record of the men and women In every country

who desire to support the governments In their

elTorts to perfect the new International order

based on the principle of the solidarity of all

nations ; Uaolvtil, that the Commission and

the General Assembly of the International Peace

HurcHU. meeting at'Brusaels October 8 and 9.

190y, urgently recommend the signing the

world-petition to the third Hague Con'er-

enee.'

"

A. D. 1909.— Evasion of Military Ser-

vice in France. — Spread of Anti-Milita-

rism. —Accordmg to returns of the reeruitlni:

for tlie French Army, published in the summer
of 11H)9, there appears to be a steady increase in

the evasion of service by young men at the

times thev are required by law to enter It.

•• Since 1906, when the number of refractory re-

cniitsamotmted to 4.367. the figure? have =!...vly

risen, until they have now reaehetl 11,782. The
Mkliit intoumii may be punished in France by
imprisonment of from one month to one year.

But on about an aTcrage of every two yewi dur-

ing the iMt 30 years Parliament ha* nfularly
voted an Amnesty Bill in favour of deaertera

and recalcitrant racruiu or reserviati." This ti

one suppoied cause of the increaaing evationt

;

but a more important InSueace worUng with It

la the propagandism of antlmilltary doctrlnei,

preached piiS8ionat«ly by Uustav Harve, ac-

cepted widely, It It said, among the primary
teachers of the country, as well ai In the ranks
of the wurkingmen. The General Confedera-
tion of Labor it reported to be distributing an-

nually some thousands of " soldlera ' manuals "

in which desertion is luged as a duty to hu-
manity at large.

A. D. 1909 (Oct.)-— American Proposal that
tha Prixe Court now tatablished oe alto »
Court of Arbitral Juatice. — By reference to

the proceedings of the Second Peace Confer-

ence at The Hague, as set forth above. It will lie

seen that the Conference gave favorable consid-

eration to a draft Convention for the creation

of a "Judicial Arbitration Court " (the text of

which draft is given at the end of said proceed-

ings), and thiit the Conference went so far us to

declare the " advisability of adopting . . . and
of bringing It into force as soon as an agree-

ment has lieen reached res|)ecilug the selection

of the judges and the constitution of the

Court. ' It will be seen, also, tbut the Confer-

ence adopted measures for the creation of an
International Prize Court, preliminary to which
an International Xiival Conference was held in

Loudon from December 4. 1908, until February

20. 1909. \t that Conference a suggestion was
made that "the Jurisdiction of the Interna-

tional Prize Court might be extende<l. by
agreement between two or more of the signa

tory Powers, to cover cases at preaent excluded

from its jurisdiction by the express terms of

the Prize Court Convention, and that in the

bearing of such cases that Court should have
tlic functions and follow the procedure laid

down in the draft Convention relative to the

creation of a Judicial Arbitration Court, which
was annc'xed to the Final Act of the Second
Peace Conference, of 1907."

In line with this suggestion. It was made
linown. in tlie liitiT part of the paat year, that

the Government of the United States, through

its State Department, had proposed in a circu-

lar note to tlic Powers, that the Prize Court

should be invested with the iurisiiiction and
functions of I lie proposed Judicial Arbitration

Court. The .litllciiltics in selecting jud ires for

that contempliiteii Court, which caused tlic cre-

ation of it to lie postponed in 1907. would thus

lie happilv surmounted, and, as remarked by
Secretary iKiiox, there would be at once given

•'to ilie'world an international judicial body to

adjudge cases arising in peace, a* well a* con-

troversies incident to war."

A. D. 1909.— Attitude of the Working-
men.— At the Twentieth Internatlonsl Con-

gress of Miners, held in Berlin, in May, 1909,

there were strong declarations for disarmament,

ami one Belgian delegate, M. Maroille. taid

significantlv : If It were better organized the

International Federation of Miners could by
iwlf render wars Impossible. They need not

I

do anvthing violent or illegal ; they had only to

remain ([uiet. so very quiet that war could not

be carritkl on.

i

726


