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AKmo PuMk UbfMT:
Wt Ml*T« la th* wMm litarty ud teutvd* to totfrniti coiulitMt wttk

tiM MfwunllBt of tiM aatarlMlt eonnittd.
Ntwbwry Ubnurjr, Oblcafo:

I Ml*v« that lo BMMral. hMortcal lortotlM aad areblvM baraaas liiottM
bt moat fMMToga In iraDtIng pcnalMlon to other Inatitutiooa or to ladl-
Tldaala to mako copiM of the matartal la tlwlr pooMmloo.

Having gained aome light on tha ganaral practice aa to the oie of
hiatorical inateriala in public inititutiona, let ua go a little mure into
dftail. With a few exceptiona, the conoenaua of opinion ia that
rvaeareh workera aliould have the freeat acceaa to and iim of hiatorical
niBteriala conaiitent with their preaervation. The character of theae
materiala, however, makea imperative eome reatrictiona in their ui .

Principlea of acceaa and circulation that are juatifiable and praii
worthy iti tho case of hooka may be more than questionable in th«
uae of mnnuscripta A book destroyed or damaged m-y, aa a general
rule, be replaced, ."he loaa of a manuscript, if no copy exists, ia

irreparable.

Let me itate, then, aome of the queetiona that suggest thcinselvef
in connection with the general subject of restriction

:

To what extent ahould an institution possessing valuable histori-
cal material allow other institutions or individuals to make copies?

Should such material be loaned for uae in anothcT institution,
either in the same city or farther afield?

Is it justifiable to refuse access to do.'^umpnts in course of publica-
tion, or whose publication has been dec ded upon, or which nmy be
published by tha institution possessing the dw »ei.;js, or by some
individual acting under ita authority?

Should the use of public documents be refuses on or before a cer-

tain date, or of private documents of a cp-fidential nature?
What restrictions sht'uld be placed u. n the liberty of student!

desiring to consult manuscrip: oi other ma^^rial?

Should they be subjected to ut^ersight ir malting copies or tracings
of material ?

Should they be required to submit their notes to an at cnrliint ?

Should their work be subjected to censorship or should thov be
left to their own judgment as to the character eid extent of their
extracts?

What credentials should a reseach worker be required to submit?
Should there be an age limit?

Is the custodian entitled to know the purpose for which copies
are made; is he justified in refusing permission if the proposed use
seems trivial or undesirable; and, on the other hand, is he entitled to
grant exclusive use of certain material?

Should there be any limitation of the number of manuscripts or
volumes used by a student at one time?


